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PINDARIC ODES, 

WRITTEN IN IMITATION OF THE 

STILE AND MANNER 

OF THE 

ODES OF PINDAR. 

** Pindarici fontis qui non expalluit hauftus." 

HoR. Ep. L. I. $•. 



PREFACE. 

IF a man fliould undertake to trandate Pindar word 
for wordy it would be thought that one ma4-man 
had tranAated another } as may appear, when he that 
tinderftands not the original, reads the verbal traduc- 
tion of him into Latin profe, than which nothing feems 
more raving. And fure^ rhyme, without the addition 
•of wit, and the fpirit of poetry (quod nequ^o manftrare, 
^ fentio tantum) would but make it ten times more 
diftra^led than it is in profe. We muft condder in 
Pindar the great difference of time betwixt his age and 
Qorty which changes^ as in pi6lures> at Un&tkt cOiQ;>aLX% 



4 PREFACE, 

of poetry 5 the no lefs difference betwixt the religions 
and cuftoras of our countries 5 and a thoufand particu- 
larities of ptaccs, perfons, and manners, which do but 
confufedly appear to our eyes at fo great a diftance. 
And laftly (which were enougli alone for my purpofe) 
we muft confider that our ears are ftrangers to the mu- 
fick of his numbers, which fometimes (efpccially in 
fong9 and odes) almoft without any thing elfe, makes 
an excellent poet; for though the grammarians and 
criticks have laboured to reduce his verles into regular 
feet and meafures (as they have alfo thole of the Greek 
and Latin comedies) yet in effeft they are little better 
than profe to our cars. And I would gladly know 
wiiat applaufe our beft pieces of Englifli poefy could ex- 
pcft from a Frenchman or Italian, if converted faith- 
fully, and word for word, into French or Italian profe. 
And when we have confidered all this, we muft needs 
confefs, that after all thefe lofles fuftained by Pindar, 
all we can add to him by our wit or invention (not 
deferting ftill his fubje6l) is not like to make him a 
richer man than he was in his own country. This is 
in fome meafure to be applied to all tranflations $ and 
the not obferving of it, is the caufe that all which ever 
I yet faw, are fo much inferior to their originals. 
The like happens too in pi6lure8, from the fame root 
of exa6l imitation i which, being a vile and unworthy 
kind of fei*vitiide, is incapable of producing any thing 
good or noble. I have feen originals, both in painting 
and poefy, much more beautiful than their natural ob- 

jcass 
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jc^s i but I never X$w a copy bettev than the o/iginal t 
^hlch in^^ed caanojl bQ otheFwiie $ far, mont j^efpiving 
in no cafe to ihoot ^yond the mark,' it h ja^ thoufand to 
one 'if .they ilipot not Aiort of it. It does not at all 
trouble me tba^ the grammarians perhaps will not 
fnffer this libertine way of rendering. foreign authors 
to . be called Tranflation ; for I an) not fo much en?i* 
inoured of the name Tranilator^ as not to wifli rather 
to be fomething better,, though it want yet a nam^. , I 
fpeak not fo much all iJiis, in defence of my manner 
of tranflating, or imitating (or what other title they 
pleafe) the two enfuing Odes of Pindar ; for that 
would not dcferve half thefe words 5 as by this occafion 
to re6lify the opinion of divers men upon this matter. 
The Pfalms of David (which I believe to have been 
in their original, ft the Hebrews of his time, though 
not to our Hebrews of Buxtorfius's making, the moft 
exalted pieces of poefy) are a great example of what I 
have faid 5 all the tranilators of which (even Mr. Sands 
liimfelf 5 for in defpite of populai- error, I will be bold 
not to except him) for this very reafon, that they have 
not fought to fupply the loft excellencies of another 
language with new ones in their own, are fo far from 
doing honour, or at leaft juftice, to that divine poet, 
that methinks they revile him worfe than Shimei. 
And Buchanan himfelf (though much the bcft of them 
ally and indeed a great perfon) comes in my opinion 
no lefs fliort of David, than his country does of Judea. 
Upon this ground I have, in thefe two Odes of Pindar, 
taken, left out, and added, what I pU^e •, tiot xwiJ^^vv 
Bj W 
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fo mticli toy aim to let the reader Icnow preeifely nAat 
he fpoke, ;f8 what was his way and fu2innerof(pt»khtg%' 
ivfaich has Adt been yet (that I ^ndw of) int^bdttced 
into Englilhy though it be the nobleft and hi^ft kind 
of writhig in yerfe ; and which might, perhaps, be pot 
into the lift of Pancirolus, among the. loft inyentioSIs 
of antiquity. This eflay is but to try how it will look 
in ab Englilh habit : fo|riivhich experiment, I have cho- 
fen one of his Olymj^c, and another -of his Nemsean 
Odes 5 ^hich arc as ft^Ilowetb. 



THE 



' . . . 1:7 3.. . . •_ 

THE SECOND OLYMPIC ODE 
OF PINDAR, 

Writtcrfin praife of Therpni prince of Agrigentunj-j^a 
famous city in Sicily, built by his anceftors) who, in 
l)ie fevem^-icv£nth Olympic, won the chariot- prize. 
He is yommended from the nobility of his race (whofe 
ftory is o^o toucht oa) i from his great riches (an 
ordinary common-place in Pindar) } from his hofpita- 
lity, munificence, and other virtues. The Ode (ac- 
cording to the conftant ct^m of the Poet^ confifts 
morp iA idi|;ctifion8, than in die main fubje^ : and 
t^ S«a^ muft not be choqued to hear him fpeak {o 
often «£ hk own Mu^ 5 for that is a liberty which 
this kind of poetry ^^ bardly live without, 

OUEBN of all hltfin0fti#4ys thinf^ 
Dancing words, andr i^ieaking ftri^gs I 
. What God, whatiHero, wilt thou fmg } 
What happy man to equal glories bring ? 

Begin, begin thy noble choice. 
And let the hills aiMund rtfte^ the image of t)iy voice. 
Pifa does to Jove bdongf 
Jove and Pifa claim thy fong. 
The fair firft-fmits of -war, th' Olympic games, 
Alcides ofFcrM-Tip to Jovt j 
Alcides too thy -ftritigA m^y move ; 
But* oh 1 what mtn to. join widi theft can wonK^i ^n^^ 
B4 >%i 
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Join Theron boldly to their facred names j 

Theron the next honour claims ^ 

Theron to no man gives jpface, - ^ . . 

Is firft in Pifa's and in Virtue's race j 

Theron there, and he alone, 
Ev'n his own fwift forefathers has outgone. 

They through rough ways, o'er many ftops they paift, 

Till on the fatal bank at laft 
They Agrigentum built, the beauteous eye 

Of fair-facM Sicily 5 
Which does itfelfi' th'- river by 

With pride and joy efpy. • 

Then chearful notes their painted years did fing. 
And Wealth was one, and Honour th' other, wing} 
Their genuine virtues did mbre fweet and tlear. 

In Fortune's graceful drefs, appear* 

To which, great fon of Rhea \ fay 
The firm word which forbids things to deca^! 

If in Olympus' top, where thou 

Sitt'ft to behold thy facred (howj 

If in Alpheus' filver flight $ 

If in my verfe, thou doft delight, 

My yerfe, O Rhea's (on } which is 

Lofty as that, and fmooth as this. 

For the paft fufferings of this noblerrace 
.^( Since things once paft» and fled out of thine liand> 
Hearken no more to thy command) 
Xet prefent joys All up their place. 

And 



SECONP. OLi'YMPIC. ODE. ,> 
And with Oblivip»> filent ftroke doface . _; 

Of foregone ills the very trace. 

In; «o. illaftrious line 
Do thefe happy changes fiiine 
- More brightly, Thei:on ! than in thine. 
So, in the cryftal palaces 
Of the blue-ey'd Nereide*, 
Ino her endlefs youth does pleaie. 
And thanks her fall into tKe feas. 
Beauteous Semcle does no.lefs • , 
Her cruel midwife, Thunder, blefs j . 
Whilft, fporting with the Gods on high, ■ ■ 

She* enjoys fecure their company i 
Plays with lightnings as they fly, . , ■• 

Nor trembles at the bright embraces •f the Deity. 

But death did them from future dangers free j 
What God, alas ! will caption be 
For living man's fecurity. 
Or will enfure our veflel in this faithlefa £ea ? 
Never did the fun as yet . 
So healthful a fair-day heget. 
That travelling mortals might rely on it. 

* But Fortune^ favour and her fpite 
Roll with alternate waves like day and night i 
Viciifitudes which thy great race purfue. 
E'er iince the fatal (on his father flew. 

And did old oracles fulfil 
Of Gods that cannot lye, for Biey foretellbut their own 
will. 
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Erynnis faw 't, and inade in hCr own (feed • 

The innocent Parricide to bleed 5 
She flew his wrathful fens with mutuftl bWws : 

But better things did t^en fucceed, ~ 

And brave Therfander, in aotendis for wkat wftft pafi:^ 
arofe. 

Brave Therfander was by none, . 

In war, or warlike ({>orts, out-done. 
Thou, Theron, his greaft virtues doftrcvm | 
He in my verfe and thee again docs live. 

Loud Olymptrs "happy thee, 
Ifthmus and Nemasa does twice happy fee^ 

For the well -nseturM honour there. 
Which with thy brother thou didft ilttre, , 

Was to thee doubh grown 

By not being all thine own ; • 

And thofe kind pious glories do deface 
The old fraternal quarrel of thy race. 

Greatnefs of mind. and fortune too > 

Th' Olympic trophies {hew t 
Both their feveral parts muft do 
In the noble "chaoe -of fame ; 
This without that is :b]ind, that ^without this is bme* . 
Nor is fair Virtue's pi£hife feen ari^t 

But in Fortune's igolden light. 
Riches alone are of iinctxtain date. 

And on fliort man long- cannot wait$ : 
The virtuous make of them the beft. 
And put them out to Fame for intereft f 

With 
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With a frail good they wifely buy 
The folid purchafc of eternity t 
They, whifft life*8 air they breathe, confider wd), attjt 

know 
TV account they muft hereafter give below } 
Whereas th** unjuft and covetous above. 
In deep unlovely vaults. 
By the juft decrees of Jove, 
Unrelenting torments prove. 
The heavy ncceflary effeas of voluntary faulty 

Whilft in the lands of unexhaufted ligbt, 
0*er which the god-like fun^s UAwearted fight 

Ne'er winks in clouds, or (le^ in Rights 
An endlefs fpring of age the good'oijoy. 
Where neither Want, does pinch, nor Plenty cldy t 

There neitljer oaith nor fea they ^ow. 
Nor aught to labour owe 
For food, that whilft it nourilhes does decay, 
And in the lamp of life confumesf away. 
Thrice had thefe men through mortal bodies paft^ 

Did thrice the trial undergo. 
Till all their little drofs was purg'd at laft. 

The furnace had no more to do. 

Then in rich Satum^s peacdiil ftate 

Were they for facred treafures placM, 
The Mufe-difcovcred world of lilands Fortunate^ 

Soft-footed winds with tuneful voices there 
Pance through the peif um'd air \ 
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There filver rivers through cnamerd meadows g^ide. 

And golden trees enrich their fidej 
^4i' iUuftrioOi leaves no dropping autumn fear. 

And jewels for their fruit they bear. 

Which -by the bleft are gathered 
For bracelets to the arm, and garlands to the head. 
Here all the Heroes, and their Poets, live j 
Wife Rhadamanthus did the fentence give. 

Who for his juftice was thought fit 
With fovereign Saturn on the bench to fit. 

Peleus here, and Cadmus, reign ; 
Here great Achilles, wrathful now no more. 

Since ^18 bleft mother (who before 

Had tiy'd it on his body' in vain) 
Dipt now his foul in Stygian lake, 
Whkh did from thence a divine hardnefs take, 
That does from paifion and from vice invulnerable 
make. 

To Theron, Mufe! bring back thy wandering fong, 
Whom thofe bright troops expe£t impatiently ; 

And may they do fo long ! 
How, noble -archer ! do thy wanton arrows fiy 
^t all the game that does but crofs thine eye j 

Shoot, and fpare not, for I fee 
Thy founding quiver can ne'er emptied be « 
Let Art ufe method and good-huibandry. 
Art lives on Nature's alms, is weak and poor i 
Nature herfelf has unexbaufted Store, 

Wallows 
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Wallows in wealthy and runs a turning maze» 

That no vulgar eye can trace^ 

Arty indead of mounting high. 
About her humble food does hovering fly ; 
Like the ignoble crow, rapine and noife does love ; 
Whilft Nature, like the facred bird of Jove, 
Now bears loud thunder ; and anon with filent joy 

The beauteous Phrygian boy 
Defeats the ibrong, overtakes the flyijng prey, 
And fometimes bafks in th* open flames of day | 

And fometimes too he flirowds 

His foaring wings among the clouds. 

Leave, wanton Mufe ! thy roving flight j 
To thy loud ftring the well-fletcht arrow put 5 

Let Agrigentum be the Butt, 
And Theron be the White. 

And, left the name of verfe ihould give 
Malicious men pretext to mifbelieve^ 

By the Caftalian waters fwear 
(A facred oath no poets dare 

To take in vain. 
No more than Gods do that of Styx prophane). 

Swear, in no city e'er before, 
A better man, or greater-foulM, was born } 

Swear, that Theron furc has fworn 
No man near him ihould be poor; 
Swear, that none e'er had fuch a graceful art 
Fortune's free gifts as freely to impart. 
With an une&vious hand, and an unbounded heart. 
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But in thi9 thankkfs world the givers 
' Are envied ev'n by the receivers a 

*Tis now the cheap and frugal faihiony 
Kather to hi4ei than pay, the obligation : 

j^ay, *tJ8 much worfe than fo j 

It now arn artifice does grow. 

Wrongs 9Qd outrages to do. 

Left men ihould think we OMre. 
Such monfters, Theron I has thy virtue found 5 

But all the malice they profess. 

Thy fecure honour cannot wound j 
For thy vaft bounties are fo numberlefs, 
-That them or to conceal, or elfe to tell, 

Js equally impoilible ! 
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rrHE FIRST NEMi:«ANi OSS; or 
PINDAR. 

Chromius, the foil ^ AgefidsmiMy a y^ovng gentkniaB 
of Sicily, is celebnUed for having won ^ priio of 
the chariot-race ia the Nemcm games (a fi^emnity 
inftituted firft tfr celebrate the faserai of Opheltas, 
as is at large defcribed by Statius | and afterwards 
continued . every third year, with an extraordinary 
conflux of all Greece, and with incredtbk bonour t» 
the conquerors in all the exercifes there pradUlbd) 
upon which occafion the poet beginji with the cam«« 
mendation of his country, which I take to have been 
Ortygia (an ifland belonging tQ Sicily, and apart of 
Syracvie, being )oined to it by a bridge} though die 
title of the Ode call him ^tnai9n Chromius, porhaps 
becaufe he was j«»de goveraorof that town by Hie- 
ron. From thence he. falls ioito thQ pvaifc of Chi^ 
mius^s perfon, whi^ he draws froo^ his great en* 
dowments of mind and body, and moft especially from 
his hofpitality, and the worthy ufe of Usrichct. J4& 
likens his beginning to Aat of Her^ulfs } and* accord- 
ing to his ufual manner of being tra^poyrtsd with any 
good hint that meets him in his wsiy, .p9<E|ig into a 
digrefEon of iiereules» and his flaying the two fer- 
pents in his cradle, concludes the Ode with thut hiftory. 

BEauteous Ortygia! the firft breathing-place 
Of great Alpheus* dofe and amorous race I 
Fair Delos' fifter, the child-bed 
Of bright Latona, where flie bred 
3 *W wv^ 
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Th' original new-mc ! 
Who faw'ft her^tmider fc^^ead ere the horns were. 

grown! ^ 

Who» like a gentle-fcion ne sly ftart^d out^ ; 
' • FfOm Syracufa^s fide doft iprout ! 

Thee iirft my fong does greets 

With numbers fmooth and fleet 

As thine own horfes* airy feet, 

- When they young Chromius* chariot drew, . 
And o*er the Nemaean race triumphant flew. 

Jove will approve my fong and me $ 
Jove it concemM in Nemea^ and in thee. . 

With Jove my foiig j this happy man. 
Young Chromiusy too, with Jove began i • 
Flrom hence came his fuccefs. 

Nor ought he therefore like it lefs. 
Since the beft fame is that of happinefs; 

- For whom fliould we efteem above • 

The men whom Gods do l(fvt ? 
*Tls them alone the Mufe too does approve. . 

Lo ! how it makes this vi£h>ry fliine 
0*er all the fruitful ifle of Proferpine ! 
The torches which the mother brought - 
When the raviih*d maid flie fought, 
AppearM not half fo bright, . 
But caft a weaker light. 
Through earth, and 9k, and feas, and up to th* heavenly 
vault. 

Ta 
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«« To thee, O Proferpinc I ^Jjjs ifle I give/' 

Said Jove, and, as h|^^^id, 

Smird, and bent his ; acious head. 
" And thou, O ifle !'* fa^^he, « for ever thrive, 
** And keep the value of our gift alive ! 

** As Heaven with ftars, fo let 

•< The country thick with towns be £^f , 

** And numberlefs as ftars ! 

« Let all the towns be then 

*« ReplenilhM thick with men, 

«* Wife in peace, and bold In wars I 
** Of thouland glorious towns the nation, 
** Of thoufand glorious men each towi^ a conftellatlon ! 

** Nor let their warlike laurel fcorn, 
<« With the Olympic olive to be worn, 
«* Whofc gentler honours do fo well the brows of peace 
" adorn I'' 

Go to great Syracule, my Mufe, and wait 
At Chromius* hoipitable gate ; 
'Twill open wide to let thee in, 
When thy lyre's voice fhall but begin ; 
Joy, plenty, and free welcome, dwells within^ 
The Tyrian beds thou (halt find read); dreft. 
The ivory table crowded with a feait : 
The tabic which is free for every gueft, 

No doubt will thee admit, 
And feaft more upon thee, than thou on It. 
Chromius and thou art met aright. 
For, at by nature thou doll write. 
So he by nature loves, and does by nature %ht. 
Vol. ir. C \;<^V\x%. 
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Nature herfelf, whilft in the womb he was, 

Sow\i ftrength and beauty through the forming mafs -j 

They mov'd the vital lump in every part, 

And carv'd the members out with wondrous art. 

She liird his mind with courage, and with wit« 

And a vaft bounty, apt and fit 
For the great dower which Foitune made to it. 

^Tis madnefs Aire treafures to hoard. 
And make them ufelef^, as in mines, remain. 
To lofc th* occafion Fortune does afford 

Fame and public love to gain : 

Ev'n for felf-conceming ends, 

*Ti8 wifcr much to hoard-up friends. 
, Though happy men the.prefent goods pofTefs, 
Th' unhappy have their ihare in future hopes no leh^ 

How early has young Chromius begun 
The race of virtue, and how (Wiftly run. 

And borne the noble prize away, 
Whilft other youths yet at the barriers -ftayl 
None but Alcides e'er fet earlier forth than he t 
The God, his father'^, blood nought could reftrain, 

'Twas ripe at firft, and did difdain 
The flow adv^ance of dull humanity. 
The big-limb'd babe in his huge cradle lay. 
Too weighty to be rock'd by nurfe's hands. 

Wrapt in purple fwadling-bandsj 
When, lo i by jealous Juno^s fierce commands. 

Two dreadful ferpents come. 
Rolling and hifling loud, into the room ; 
To the bold babe they trace their bidden wayi 

Fortk 
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Forth from their flaming eyes dread lightnings went. 
Their gaping mouths did forked tongues^ like thunder- 
boltSy pfdenik 

r €4>Bie tjS tV unazed wctinen dn^t down dead 
With fear, fame Mpildly £ed 
About the room, fome into comers crept. 

Where filcntly tbey ihook and wept : 
All naked from her bed the pailionate mother leapM, 

To fave or periilh with her child j 
She trembledf and (he cryM -, the mighty infant imird t 
The laigbty infant feemM well pleased 
At. his gay gilded foes ^ 
Ajid, as their ipotted necks up to the cradle rofc. 
With his yotang. warlike ha]jds on both he feiz'd 1 
In vain they rag'd, in vain they hift'd, . 
in vain their armed tails they twift, 
And angry circles call about ; 
Black bloody and fiery breatk> and poifonous fonl, he 
fqueeses^out ! 

With -their drawn fwords 
in ran Amphitryo and the Theiban Jords ; 
yirith doubting woinder, and with troubled joy^ 
They faw the conquering boy 
' Laughy and point downwards to his prey, 
Where>4n death's pangs and their own gore, (they fold- 

inglay* 
When wife Tirefias this beginning knew, 
lie told l^ith eafe the dungs t' cnfue.j 

C a "^voMv 
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From what mongers he fliould free 

The earthy the air, and Tea ; .. . 

What mighty tyrants he (honld flay. 

Greater monfters far than they 5 
How much at Phlaegra^s field the diftreft Gods fliould owe 

To their great offspi ing here below 5 
And how his club fliould chere outdo 
Appllo''s niver bow, and his own father^s thunder too. 

And that the grateful Gods, at lafl:. 
The race of his Chorions virtue paft, 

Heiven, wliich he fav'd, fliould to him give ; 
Where, marry^d to eternal youth, he fliould for ever 

live J 
Drink ne^lai* with the Gods, and all his fenfes pleaft 
In their harmonious, golden palaces ; ^ 

Walk with ineffable delight 
Through the thick groves of nevcr-wthering light. 
And, as he walks, afFHght 
The lion and the bear. 
Bull, centaur, fcorpion, all the radiant monfters there* 

THE PRAISE OF PINDAR. 

In imitation of Horacb'« fecond Ode, B. IV; 

" Pindarum quifquis ftudet aemulari, &c." 

PI N D A R is imitable by none 1 
The Phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecies alone. 
Who e'er but Daedalus with waxen wings could Ajr^ 
And neither (ink too low »or foar too high ? 

What 
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What could he who followed clainiy * - . -*: 
But of vain boldnefs the unhappy fame» 

And by* his fall a fea to name ? 

.Pindar** un navigable fong 
j[^ike a fwoln flood from fome fteep mountain pours along ) 

The dccan meets witi^ fuch a voice. 
From his crilarged mouth, as drowns the, ocean's noife. 

So Pindav does,^ew words and figures roll 

Down his impetuous ditbyrambic tide, 

• Which in no channel deigns t' abide,_ 

W^hich neither banks nor dykes pontrol : 
Whether th' immortal Gods he fing«, 
In a no lefs immortal drain, 
Or the. greatlafts of God-defcended kii\g5, 
VTho in his numbers ftill furvive and reigo ; 

Each rich-embroidcrM line, •'. ■ ' " 

Which their triumphant brows aroun4» 
By his facred hand is bound, -y 

Does ali tbeir ilarry diadems outfhine. 

V ■■ ' ■ 

Whether at Pifa's race he pleafe 
To carve io polifhM yerfe the conqueror*s imajges ^ 
Whether the fwift, the ikilful, or the ftrong, 
Be crowned in his nimble, artful, vigdrous fotig ; 
Whether fome brave young man's v timely fate. 
In worcU woith dying for, he celec . .te-- ^. 

Such mournful, and fuch pleadng \yordS| 
^s joy to^ his mother^s and his miftreik' ^rief affords— 



ii COWLEVS POEMS. 

He bids liiin live and grow in fame | 

Among the ftart he fticks his name : 
The grave can but the drofs ef him At^bbif 
So fmall is Dcath*s, fo great the Poet's, power! • 

Loy how th' obfeqnioiis mid, and fwelling air, 
Tbe Thcban fwan does upwards bear 

Into the w^ks of clouds, where he does pUt» i 

And with extended wings opens his liquid w^ I 
Whilft, alas ! my timorous Mofe 
Unambitious tracks pvrfues ; 
l>oes witK weak, tmbalhft wings. 
About the mofly brooks and fprings, 
About the trees* new.bloflR>m*d heads, ^ 

About the gardens* painted beds, * 
About the fields and flowery meads. 
And all inferior beauteous diingSj, 

Like the laborious bee, *? 

For little drops of honey flee. 

And there with humble fweets contents hec iaduflry*. . 

THE RESURRECTION. 

NOT winds to voyagers at iea. 
Nor fliowers to earth, more aeceflary be 
(Heaven's vital (eed caft on the womb of tartb 
To give the fruitful year a bijrth) 
Than Verfe to Virtne 5 which can do 
Tfht midwife*s offict and the nwfe's too*; 

3 n 
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It feeds it ftrongly, and it clothes it gay, 

And) when it dies» with comely pride 
Embalms it»*and ere6ls a pyramid 

•That never will decay 
• Till heaven i^lf (hall melt away. 
And n(Aight behind it ftay. 

BegiflLhe fong, ^nd ftrike the living lyre j 

Lo ! ho^ the years to come, a numerous and well-fitted 

quirOy. 
^AU hand in hand do dAcently advance^ 
And to my fong with fmooth and equal meafures dance I 
AVhilft the dance lafts, how long foe>*er it be. 
My ftiufic^s voice fhall bear, it company y 
Till ^1 gentle notes be drown*d 
In the laft trumpet*8 dreadful found : 
That to the fpheres themfelves (hall filencc bring, 
tJntune tHe univerfal (bring : 
The 1 all the widfc-extended (Iqr, 
And all th* harmonious worlds on high, 
And^Virgirs facrecHvork, (hall die ; 
And he himfelf (hall fee in- oiie (ire (hine 
Rich Natcre^s ancient Troy, though, built by hands 
divine. 

Whom thunder^s difitial noife, 
And' all that prophets and:apo(Ues louder fpake. 
And all the creatures* plain confpiring voice, 

Could not,whil(l they livM, awake, 
* ' This mightier found (hall make 

C 4.. ^RV«V 
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When dead V arife 5 
And open tombs, and open eyes. 
To the long fluggai'ds of five thouland years ! 
This mightier found fhall make its hearers ears. 
Then fhall the fcatter'd atoms crowding come 
Back to their ancient home ; * 
Some from birds, from fifties fome ; 
Some from earth, and fome from feas ; f 
Some from beafts, and fome frdm trees j •'• 
Some defcend from clouds on high, * 
Some from metals upwarijLs fly, 
^nd, where th* attending foul haked and fiiivering 
(lands, 
Meet, falute, and join their hands ; 
As difpers'd foldiers, at the tiumpet's call, 
Hafle to their colours all. 
Unhappy woft, like tortur'd men. 
Their joints new fet, to be new-rack'd again. 

To mountains they for flielter pray. 
The mountains ftiake, and run about no lefs confus''d 
than they. 

Stop, ftop, my Mufe ! allay thy vigorous heat. 

Kindled at a hint fo great | 
Hold thy Pindaric Pegafus clofely in. 

Which does to rage begin, 
And this fteep hill would, gallop tip with violent courfcs 
'Tis an unruly and a hard-mouth'd horfe. 

Fierce 
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Fierce and nnbrqlcen yet, 
■ Impatient of the fpur or bit j 
Now pcances ilately, and anon flies o^er the place j 
DLfdains the fervile law of any fettled pace, 
Oonfcious and proud of his own natural foi-ce. 

''Twill no unfkilful touch endure, 
But flings writer ^d reader tto, that fits not fure. 

THE MUSE. 

GO, tne rich chariot inftantly preparf ; 
The Qgeen, myMufe, will take the air t 
Ufir^ly Bancy with ftrong Judgment trace } 
Put in nimbldlEfdoted Wit, 
Smooth-pa^M Eloquence join with it $ 
Soujid Memory with young Invention place j 

Hamefs all the winged race.' 
Let the poftillion Nature mount, and let 

. The coachman Art be fet; 
And let tl^ airy footmen, running all befide. 

Make a long row of goodly pride. 
Figures, Conceits, Raptures, and Sentences, 

In a well -worded drefs $ [I^yes, 

Ai)d innocetat Loves, and pleafant Truths, and ufeful 
In all their gaudy liveries. 
Mount, glorious Queen 1 thy travellinjr throne. 

And bid it to put on ; 
For long, though chearful, is the wfy. 
And life, alat I allows but one ill winter's day. 

Whfttt 
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Where never foot of man, or Ubof of beafl:. 
The paflage prefsM 5 

Where never fifli did fly. 
And with (hort filver win^ cut the lb w liquid' (ky^ 

Where binl with painted oiks did ne^er 
Kow through the tracklefs ocean of the air; 
' Wliere never yet did pry 

The bufy morning''^ curious eye | 
The wheels of thy bold coach pafs quick and free. 

And all ^s afi open road, to thee I 

WhatevellGod did Say, 
I9 all thy plain, and fmooth unintemipted^way ! ?^ 

Nay, cv'n beyond liis works thy voyages mjJnwoy 

Thou 'baft thoufand worlds to^ df thine own.j 
Thou fpeak'ft,. great Queen ! in the fan^ ffylc as He'j 
And a new world, leaps forth when thou- faytt, <* Let: 
"itW." 



Thou fathom- ft the deep gulf of ages pafi; 

And eanft pluck up with eafe ^ 

The years which- thou doft pleafe 5. 
I:.ike ftiipwreck*d treafures, hy rude ttmpefts caft 

Long iince into the iea, 
'Brought nip again to light and pubKc ufe by thee* , 

Nor doft thou only dive fo low, 

« But fly 

With an unwearied wing the other way on high^ 

Where F^tes Mn^ttg ti^e ftare do grow i 



Therfr 
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There into the cloie nofts of Time doft peep» 

And there,, with piercing eye. 
Through the finn ihell and the thick white, doft fyy 

Year$ to come a- forming lit, • • — 

Clofe 1h their facred feuj&dine afleep, 

Till» hatched by the fun^s vital heat. 

Which o*er them yet does brooding iet^ 

They life and motion get,. 
And, ripe at laft, with vigorous might 
Break through the (htll, andtake their everlafting flight ! 

And fiire we may 
The £mie too of the pre&nt fay. 
If paft and fiituce dmes do thee obey. 

Thou ftop'ft this current, and doft nuike 
This nmning river fettle like a lake ; 
Thy certain handholds fiift this ilij^;>ery fnake h 
The fmit which does fo quickly wafte. 
Men fcarce can. fee it, mucli lefs tafte. 
Thou comfiteft in fweets to make it laft. 
This ihintng piece of ice. 
Which melts fo foon away 
With the fun's ray^ 
Thy verfe does folidate and cryftalHze, 
Till it a lafting mirror be ! 
Nay, thy immortal riiyme 
Makes this one (hort point of time 
Tq iill up half the orb of tound eternity. 
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TOMR. HOBBES. ' 

VAST bodies of philofopby 
I oft have feen and' read i * 

But all Ate bodies dead. 
Or bodies by art fafliioned ; 
I never yet the living foul could fee, 
But in thy books and thee ! 
'Tis otily God can know * 
Whether the fair idea thou dofl fhow 
Agree intirely with his own or no. 
This I dare boldly tell, 
'Tis fo like truth, 'twill ferve our turn as well. 
5uft, as in Nature, thy proportions be. 
As full of concord their variety, 
As firm the parts upon their centre reft, 
And all fo folid are, that they, at leaft 
As much as Nature, emptinefs deleft. 

Long did the mighty Stagyrite retain 

The univerfal intelle£lual reign. 

Saw his own country's (hort-liv'd leopard flain ; 

The ftronger Roman eagle did out-fly, 

Oftcner renewM his age, and faw that die. 

Mecca itfelf, in fpite of Mahomet, pofteft. 

And, chacM by a wild deluge f^Qin. ^e Eaft, 

His monarchy new planted in the Weft. 
I But, as in time each great imperial race 

I Degenerates, and gives (bme new one place : 

' •■ ' So. 
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So did this noble empire wafle» . . 

Sunk by degrees from gloriet paft. 
And in the fchool-men's hands it pdrifliM quite at h& i 

Then noughti but words it.grew« 

'And thofe all barbarous tdo s 
It periih'd, and k vanifhM there. 
The life and foul, breathM out».faecaixwbut empty air t 

The fieldSy which anfver'd well the ancients* plough^ 
Spent and out- worn, return no harveft now $ 
In barren age wild and unglorious lie> 

And boaA.of paft fertilityy • . 
The poor rdief of prcf^nt poverty. 
Food and fruit wie now muft want, • 

Unlefs 9ew^'lands w€ plant. 
We break-up tombs \rith faailegiouS' hands } 

01drobbiih>^ tvraove; i . 
To walk in jnanit like' vaki ghofts^ we love^ 
And with fond divining wands 

We learcb among the de»i . 

For treafures buried ; 
Whilft ftill the liberal earth does hold 
80 many virgin-mines of undifcoverM gold* 

Tho Baltic* Euxin^, and the Cafpian* 
And (lender- lirab'd Mediterranean, 
Seem narrow €reekji:to thee, and only fit 
For the poor wretche.d fi(her-boats of wit s 
Thy nobler veflel the vaft ocean tries. 

And nothing feea.but iqa» and ikies. 
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Till unknoram regions it deicriesy 
Thou great Cbltiixibm qf the goidea lands ^iiew p1u« 
. : loii^ycs ! 
Thy taflc.was harder autch than his } 
For thy leamVI America is 
Not only found-odt iirft by theCy 

It And mdely left to ftiture induftry | 
But thy eJoqiiencc and thy wit. 
Has planted, peopled, bvilt, and ctvSiE^d, it*. 

I little thonght before 
( ^or, being my own ielf fe poor* 
Could €on\pre1msd Co vaft a ilore) 
That all thttVaMirobe of «fch Eloquence 
Could havealibrded half enough^ 
Of bright, of n&ifr ftnd laftini^ ftuff, 
T'O cloathe the mighty limbs of diytgtgaartic (eafe. 
Thy folid reftftnv> li]c« the Ihieldirom kBavta 

To the Trojan hero given, ' 
Too flrong to take a mark from any moital dartf 
Yet fhines with gold and gems in every part. 
And wonders on it grarM by the learned liand oTArt V 
A ihield that gives delighc 
Ev'n to the enemies' fight. 
Then, when they 're fure to bie die comhiktby 't« 

Nor can the fnow, which now e^d A^t daes ihed 

Upon thy rererend head» 
t^uench or allay the noble fires withki | 

Bat all which thou kaft beesr 

And 
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' And all that Youth can be, thoti *rt yet I 

^o ftilly ftiU doft thou 
^n]oy the manhood and -the bloom of Wit, 
And all the natural heat, but not the fever too 1 
So contraries on JBtn2L'& top confpire | 
-Here hoary -frofts, and by theml>reak8-^tit &re ! 
A fecure peace the fatthftil neighbour^ keep $ 
Th* emboldenM fnow next to the flam^ does deept 

And, if we weigh, like thee. 

Nature and Csnfes, we fhall fee 

That thus it needs muft be — 
To things immortal. Time can do no wrong. 
And that which never b to die, for ever muft beyoung« 

DESTINY. 

■•* Hoc quoque Fatale eft fie ipfum expehdere Fatura."*^ 

Maniu 

STrange and unnatnral ! 4et^s ftay and fee 
This pageant of a prodigy. 
1,0, of thcmfehres th' enliven'*d Chefs- men m6ve! 
Lo, the unbred, ilI-organM pieces prove 
As full df art and indufiry. 
Of courage and cif pcdicy. 
As we ourfelvesiv who think there^s nothing wife -but we 1 
Here a proud Pawn I admire^ 
Tlurt, AiU advaBcing higher^ 
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At top of ill became ♦ 

Another thing and name ; 
Here I 'm aimazM at th* anions of a Knight, 
That does bold wonders in the fight j 
Here I the lofing party blame, • ' - 

For tholb falfe Mores that }>r^ak the Game; . . 
That to thdr Grave, the Bag, the conquered Pieces bring, 
And, above ^11, tV ilUcondu6l of the Mated King. 

*' Whatever thefc feem, vvhate'er philofophy 

** And fenfe or reafon tell,'" faid I, 
«* Thefe things have life, el eftidn, liberty ; 

" 'Tis their own wifdom moulds their ftate, 

^* Their faults and virtues mak? their fate. 

<« They do, they do," faid I j but ftrait 
Lo! from my enlightened eyes themifls and (hadowsfell. 
That hinder fpirits from being vifible ; 
And lo 1 1 faw two angels playM the Mate. 
With man, alas I no cthcrwife it proves 5 
An unfeen hand makes all their Moves 5 

And fome are great, and feme are fmall. 
Some climb to good, fome from good-fortune falT; 

Some wife-men, and fome fools, we call ; 
Figures, alas ! of fpeech, for Deftiny plays us all. 

Me from the womb the midwife Mufe did take i 
She cut my navel ^ wafhM ine, and mine head 

With her own hands fhe fafbiontd i 

She did a covenant with me make. 
And circumcis'd my tender foul^ and thus (he fpake t 

\ *i Thoj» 



** Thou of my church flialt be j 

** Hate and rtn&anctT faid flft, 
** Wealth, honour, pleafures, all the world, for me. 
^< Thoi( neit^or gretC at cc/ihrf, nor in die war, 
** Nor atth* exchange, 4iak be^ nor at tiw wrangling 
«< Content thyfelf with the (mall barren pnik, £ban 

*« That negk^ied vcrfe does raife."*' 
She A>ake, and all my years to come 

Took their Mnlucky doom. 
Their fcveral ways of Iffe let others chuie^ 
^ * ♦ Their fevcral pleaAjres let them ufe. 
But I was bom for Love, and for a MulK 

With Fate what boots it to contend ? 
^ch I began, iuch am, and fo nruft end. 
The ftar that did my being Irame, 
Was but a lambent flame. 
And fome fmall light it did difpen'fe, 
Bufrnjiither heat n6r influence. 
No natter, Cowle]^ ! let proiid Fortune fee. 
That thou canft her del^ife no \eh than fixe does ikti. 
Let all her gifts the portion be 
* Of Folly, luft, atad Flattery, 
Fraud, Extortion, Caiumtay, 
Murder, Infidelity, 
Rebellion atid Hypoerify ; 
Do thou not grierei not' blufli to be. 
As all tk* infpired tuneful meto, 
And all thy great fottga&a^ vvtUf from iiomtr doWii 
to Btn» 
Vot. IL D TiK^'\\^%. 
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BRUTUS. 

Excellent Brutus ! of all human race * « 
The bcft, till Nature wa* improvM by Grace j 
Till men. above themfelve« Faith raifed more , 

Than Reafon above beafts before, r 

Virtue was thy lifers centre, and from thence ^ 
Did filcntly and conftantly difpenfe 

The gentle, vigorous influence , ^ 

To all the wi Je and fair circumference ; • 

And all the parts upon it Jean'd Jo eafjly, 
Obey'd the mighty force fo willingly, ^ 

That none could difcord or diforder fee 

In all their contrariety t 
Each had his motion natural and free» * 

And the whole no more mov'd than the ,wholc world 
could be« ' 

From thy ftrift rule fome think that thou didft fwcnre; 
(Miitakcn, honeft men !) in Casfar's bloody 
What mercy could the tyrant's life deferve. 
From him who kiird himfelf, rather than ferve P 
Th' herok tJitaJtations of Good 

Are fo far from underftood. 
We count them Vice j alas ! our fight 's fo ill, 
That things which fwifteft move feem to ftand ftilly 
We look not upon Virtue in her height. 
On her fupreme idea, brave and bright^ 

In the original light } 

But 
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But t% her beams ];ede£(ed pafs % 
Through our own Natiiie or Ill-cuftom^s gltA t 
And ^tis no wonder, To, l 
If wlth.dejedlecl eye 
In ftanding pools we feek the ^7» 
fThat ftarsy lb high above^ ihould feem to us below*. 

^ Can we ftand by and fee 
Qur mot&er^obbMy and bound, and favlfh*d be, 

Yc^not to her afliftance ftifi^ 
PleasM with the |hpength and beauty of the ravifher i 
Or (hall w^ear to kill him, if befofe 

. The cancel'd name of friend he bore ? 
^ Ingraftful Bfiitus do they call ? 
Ingrateful Caefar, who Jould Rome enthrall! 
An a6l more barbarous and unnatural 
(In th' exa£l baknce of true virtue tiyM) 
Thaifliis Acceflbr Nero^s parricide ! 

There ^s non^ but Brutus tould deferve 
That«ll men elfe ihould wi(h to ferve. 
And Caefar^s iifurp*d place to him (hould proffer f 
None can deferve ^t but he who would refufe the ofFer^ 

111 Fate afluimM a body th<e V affright, 
And wrap'4*tfclf i' th* terrors of the night : 
« I ^1 meet thee at Philippi," faid the fprite ^ 
" I '11 liieet thee there," faidft thou. 
With foch' a voice, and fuch a brow. 
As put the trembling ghoft to fudden flight j; 
It vaniihM^ as a taper*s light 
Goes gut when fpirits appear in figUt*- 



i 
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One would have thought 't heard the morning crws^ 

Or <rten her well-appointed fbir ^ 

Come marching up the £a0iem hill afar. *< 

Nor durft it in Philippics field app^» * 

But unfeen attacked tbee there : 
Had.it prefuffl'd in any fhape thee to pppoft, f* 

Thou would'ft have forc'd it back upon thy foes : ^ 

Or flain 't, lij^e .Caefar, thoughut be ^ ^ 

A conqueror and a monarch mightier far man hc^ 

* % 

'Wliat joy can human things to us afllu^. 
When we fee perrm thus, by odd events, % 

III men, and wretched acpidehts, ^ 

The beft caufe and beft man that^vcr diew aiWord9 ^ 

• When we fee 
The falfe O^avius sgid wild Antony, 

God-like Brtttus'! conquer thee ?' ^■ 

What can we fay, but thine own tragic wore!-*- * 
That Virtue, which hacf worfliip'd b«cn by thqj* 
As the moft folid Good, and greateft J^eitji, »" 

By this fatal proof became 

An idol only, and a name. . 
Hold, noble Brutus ! and-r^nnn 
The bold vpioe of thy generous ^ifdains j, 

Thef<? mighty gulphs are yet * 

Too deep for al) tfay.judgment and thy wit. 
The time 's fet forth already which (hall .quell 
'Stiff Reafo^ when it offers to rebel $ 

Which thefe gre^t fecrets Quail \mftal^ 

And nev.phiMppbiM^nvqJ I 



A few year? moie^- Co A^n hadft thou not dyM,- 
^ Would ^ave confbundefl hyman Virtue^s pride, 
^ ilhd (hewM thee a God crucify^. 

^ • TO Dk. SC ARB^OROUGH. 

g T T p W Imi^ altB ! has our mad natioa beea 
4> J* pf epidemic war the tragic fceney 

When Slaughter all the while 
SeemM lilir its (Ba^^mbracing round the ifle, 
-With temipefts, andred waves^ noife, and af&ightt 
Aabion Vio mete, nor to be namM from white )■ 
wliat province or what city did it fpare ? 
It> like a plagup»in£e6leH all the air* 

Sure the unpeopled land 
^ou!4 now untiir^^defert^ and naked fland,- 

Had God*8 ail-mighty hand 
At the fame time let loofe Difeafes^ rage- 

Their civil wars in man to wage- 
But th«uby H^ven wert fent 

This defolation to prevent, 
A medicine, and a counter-poifon, to the age. 
Scarce could the fword difpatch more to the grayc 

Than thou didft fave j 
By wondrous art, and by fuecefsful care, 
The ruins of a civil war thou doft alone repair I • 

The inundationa of all liquid Pain, 

And deluge Dropfy, thou doll drain. 
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Fevers, fo hot that ope would fay - 4 
Thou might 'fl as Toon hoil-fires allay % 
(The damn*d fcarce more incurable than they)fi 1 

Thou doft fo tempef, that we firfd^ g 

Like gold, the body but rcfin'd, • » 

No unhealthful dtofs^ehifid.^ „ #1 

The fubtfe Ague, that for furenefs*' fa^c 
Takes 4ts own times th* aflault to malre, ' ^ '• * 
And at each battery the whole f«rt does (hake, ^ 

When thy ftrong guards, and works, it iptes^ * 
Trembles for itfclf,an4 flits." ^^^ • /'^* 
.^he cruel Stone, that reftlefs pain, « ■"• . 

That 's Sometimes roll'd away in vain, * ' 
But ftill, like Syfiphus's ftone, returns again. 
Thou break'ft and melted b/lcam'dhjmiccs' force 
(A greater work, though fliort the way appear. 
Than Hannibars by vinega^ ! ) 4 

Opprefled Nature^s neceffary courfe 
It ftops -in vain ; like Moies, thou 
Strik'ft but the rock, and ftrait the waters freely flow* • 

The Indian Ton of Luft (that fouFdifeafe 

Which did on this his new-found world but lately 

feize. 
Yet (ince a tyranny has planted here. 
As wide and cruel as the Spaniard there) 

Is fo quite rooted-out by thee. 

That thy patients feem to be 
Reftor'd not to health onlyi but yu*gtxHty« 

The 
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The Plague itfel^ tH&t proud imperial ill. 
Which deftroy$ tdWns, and does whole armies kdl. 
If Aou hut fuccour the hefieged heart, 
' Calk all its pmj^ns forth, and does depart. 

As if it fear*d no lefs thy art, 
Thaa Aai^n^s' incenfe, or than Phineas* dart* 
What need there Hbre repeated be by me 

'^he vaft and'barbarous lexicon 
** Of man^s in£nnity ? 

At; thy ftrong charms it muft be gone 
Though a»difeare,as well as devil, were called Legion, 

F|ram cretping mofs to (baring cedar thou 
Doft all the powers and feveral portions know. 
Which father-Sun, and n^other-Eaith below. 

On their green infants here beftow : 
Canft all thofe magic virtues from them draw. 

That keep Difeafe and Death in awe $ 
Who, whilft thy wondrous ikill in plants they fee. 
Fear left the tree of life ihould be found out by thee. 
And thy weH-travelM knowledge, too, does give 
No lefs account of th* empire feniitive } 

Chiefly of man, whofe body is 

That a6Uve fours metropolis. 
At die great artift in his fphere of glsifs 
Saw &e whole fcene of heavenly motions pafs $ 
So thou khow'^ft all fo well that *s done within^ 
As if foine living *cryftal matt th<m *dft feeA. 

Vi. Nor 
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Nor does tluA fcience make thy cxx>^ albne^ 

But whole Apollo is tlujae owa } ^ 

His gentler arts, belovM in v^ by mq^ ' ' 

Are wedded and exipy^d by iheg. 
Tho)) ^rt by this noble multure free^ « . 

From the phyficians* frequent mala^» * , 

Fantaftic incivility t 

There are who all their patients* chagrin havCy • 

As if they took each mom worfe potions than t^y gave. 

And this great race of learning thou hA&nu^^ 
Ere that of life be half yet done j 
Thou fee'ft thyfelf ftill frelh and ftrong^ ' • 
And like t* enjoy thy conquefts long. 

The firft fam'd aphorifm thy great mafter fpoke. 
Did he live now he would revoke. 
And better things of man report ; * 

For thou doft make Life long, and Art but ihortk 

• 
Ah, learned friend -l it grieves me, when I think 
That thou with all thy art muft die^ 
As certainly as I } 
And all thy noble reparations fink % 

Into the fure-wrought mine of treacherous mortality*. 
Like Archimedes, honourably in vain> 
Thou hpld'ft out towns that mud at laft be ta*en^ 
And thou thyfelf, their great defender, (lain. 
Let *s e'en compound, and for the pfefent live» 
'Tis all the ready-money Fate can gire y 

Unbend- 
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Unbend fometimes thy rciyefs care. 
And let thy friends fo happy be 
T* enjoy at once their health and thee « 
Some hours^ at leaft, to thintf own pleafuret (pare : 
Since the whole dock may foon exhauilcd be,. 

Bcftow 't not all in charity.- 
Let, Nature and let Art do what they pleafe, 
Whenrall 's done. Life is an incurable difcafe- • 



LIFE A N I> FAME. 

QH, We! thou Nothing's youngei* brother ! 
So like, that one nfigjjit take one for the other.?* 
Whaf 's f(Anebody, or nobody ? 
' In all the c^b^ebs of the fchoolmen's trade. 
We no fuch nice diftinftion .woven fee, 

As 'tis "to be," or " not to be."* 
Dream of a ftiadow 1 a refle6lion made 
From the fUfe glories of th? g*y reflected bowj 

Is a more folid thing than thoui 
Vain, weak-built ifthmvs, which doft proudly rife 
Up betwixt two eternities ! 
*Yet canft nor wave nor wind fuftain. 
But, broken and o'erwhelm'd^.the endlefs oceans meeti 
again*. 

And with what rare inventions do wc drive 
Ourfelves then to furvive ? 
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Wife, Aibtle arts, and fuch as well befit 

That Nothing Man^f no wit !•«- 
Some with vaft coftly tombs would purchafe it^ 
And by the proofs of death pretend to live, 

** Here lies the great" — falfe marble ^ where ? 
Nothing but imall and fordid duft lies there.-— 
Some build enormous mountain-palaces> . ^ ' 

The fools and architefts to pleafe ; ' ' 

A lafting life in well-^ewn rfone they rear i 

So he, who on th' Egyptian (hore 
Was flain fo many hundred years before. 
Lives ftill (oh Life ! moft happy and mof): dear ! 
Oh Life i that i^icures eftvy to hear I) 
Lives in the dropping ruins o£ his amphitheatre. . . * 

His father-in-law an higher place does claim » 

In the feraphic entity of fame j 
He, fince that toy his death. 
Does fill all mouths, and breathes in ^1 inen^s breath* 
*Tis true, the two imm«Ftid fyllables remain} 
But oh, ye learned n;ien ! explain 
WJxat efl'ence, what exiftence, this. 
What fubftance, what fubfiftence, what hypoftafis. 

In fix poor letters is I * v 

In thofe alone does the great Caefar liv«, 

'Tis all the conquered world could give. 
We Poets, madder yet than all. 
With a refin'd fantaftic vanity. 
Think we not only have, but give, eternity. 
Fain would I fee that prodigal, 

Wh» 
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ViTho his to-morrow would beftow, 
For^all^old Homer^s iScy e*er fince he dy'd, till now! 

THE EXTASY. 

ILea^ mortality^ and things fielow ; » 
I have no time in compliments to waile ; 
• Farewell to* ye all in hafte, 
*Tor I un caird to go, 
^ A whirlwind bears-up my dull feet, 

Th*^ officious clouds beneath theift meot} 
And lo 1^ mount, and lo ! 
« Hoy TmaM the biggeft paru of eaith^s proud title (how \ 

Whflre (hall I find the noble Britifli land ? 
lo 1 I at laft a northern fpeck efpy, 
* * Whilh in thtf fea does lie, 

And^^eems a grain o* tl^* fand t 
For thisiwill any (in, or bleed ? 
Of civil wars is this the meed ? 
And is it this, aftis ! which we 
(Oh irc^ny of words !) do call Great firitanie ? 

I pa(8 by th* arched magazines which hold 
Th* eternal ftores of froft, and rain, and fnow ; 
Dry and (ecure I go. 
Nor fhake with fear or cold ; 
Without affright or wonder 
I meet clouds chargM with thunder^ 
And lightnings, in my way, 
lake haraleit lambent £res about my temples play* 
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Now into' a gentle Tea of lollinfir flame 
Fm plunged; and flill mount higher there^. 4 
As flames mount up through air: 
So pcrfeft, yet fo tam'e> 
So grcat| fo pure, fo bright a fire. 
Was that unfortunate dedre, • 

My faithful brcaft did covers ♦ ^ 

Then, when I was of late a wretched mortal Idrcf.. 

r 

Through fevcral orbs which one flLir planet bear». 
Where I behold diftin£lly as I pafs f ^ «• 

The hints of Galileo's glafs, 
I touch at laft the fpangled fphere : ^ 

Here all th' extended Iky . • 

Is but one galaxy, 

'Tis all £o bright aUd gay^ « # ' 

And the joint eyes of night make up a pdfe^t day« 

Where am I now T Angels, and ^od i^ Kfere j 
An unexhauftcd ocean of delight i 

Swallows my fenfes quite, ^ 

And drowns all What, or How, or Where I' 
Not Paul, who firil did thither pafs, 
And this great world's Columbus was, ' 
The tyrannous pleafure could ^prefs. 
Oh, His too much for man ! but let it ne'er be lefs f * 

The mighty' Elijah mounted fo on high, 
That fecond man who leap'd the ditch where all ' 
The reft of mankind fall. 
And went not downwards-to tht (kj ! 

Wi 
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With tnudh of poipp Und iliow 

(Af conquering kings in triumph go) 

Did he to hearen approach, {coach. 

And wondrous was his^ way, and wondrous was his 

Twas gaudy all.j and rich in «irery part 
Of eflences, of gems $ aq^ fpirit of gold 
Was its iubftantial mould> 
Drawn^brth by chemic angels* art. 
Here with moon-be4nis *twas filverM bright, 
fThere double-gilt with the fun's light j 
And myftic ihapes cyt round in it, 
Figure^tjiat did tranfcend a vulgar angel's wit. 

The hories were of temper^tf lightning made, 
#f au Biat in Heaven*/1>eauteous paftures feed 
J % Thenpbleft, fprighlfurft breed j 

"And flaming mnes their necks &rray'd : 
* They alLwere fho4 with diamond, 
• NqC Aich as h^ ztt found, 

". But fuch Ijgh^ folid ones as fliine 
Ob he traJkfpar^t recks o' th* Heaven-cryftalline« 

That VKninted the great Prophet to the /kies $ 
AftonifliM men, who oft had feen fbu's fali» 
Or that which fo they call, ' 
Woifder*d from hence to fee^nexlfe* 
The (oft clouds melted him a way ; 
The fnow and frofts which in it lay 
Awhile the facred footfteps bore ; 

iTbwbtelt aadhorfet' hoofs hizzMas theyjpallthenio>c1. 
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He paft by th' moon and plants,' and did fright 
All the worlds there which' at this meteor gazM, ' 
And their aftrologers amaz'd 
With th' itDtexampled iight. 
But where he ftopgM will fte'cr be knowri^ 
Till Hbocnix Nature, aged grown. 
To' a better being do afpire. 
And mount herfelf, like him, to' eternity in 6ie» ' 



t 



TO THE NEW YE^AR. 

GREAT Janus ! (whp doft Aire rSf miftreTs view 
With all thine eyes, yCtthjjnk'ft th«m all1o«||ew> 
If thy fore -face do fe^ *. - * 

No better things prcpar'4 for n*e, * ' ^ % 

Than did thy face behind }-* « • ' » -ii ' 

If dill her breaft mull fhut.againft me be «* ^* 

(For 'tis not Peace that temple's gate does bindjf • J 
Oh, let my life, if thou fo many dea^is a coming (md^ 

With thine old yelir its voyage take. 
Borne down that ftream of Time ^hich no return can 
make I 

■ . n 
Alas ! what need I thus to pray ? 
Th' old avaricious year. 
Whether I would or no, will bear 
At leail a part of me away ; 

Hit 
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His well-horsM troops, the months, and days, and hours^ 

T]K}ugh never any-where they ftay. 

Make in their pailage all their prey | 
The montM, days, hours, that nfarch i* th' rear can find 

Nought of value left behind. 
, AM the good wine of life our ^uiken youth devours ; 
Soumefs and lees, whfch to the bdttom fink, 

I^^main for latter years to drink $* 
UntU» foroe oiie offended with the tafte, 
The veflel break^ and out the wretched relics run at laft» 

If then, yovng Ye|r ! thou ine^ft muft come . 

r^Mr«n Timofs fruitful womb 
The birth beyond tta tim^can never tarry, 

Nor ever can mifcarry) 5 
Chufe thy atten4&nts weU ; for \tis not thee 
We fear, but *tis thy company : 
, L^ neither Lofs of Frieads,* or Fame, or Liberty^ 
Nor pining Sickne&, nor tormenting Pain,* 
^of Sadnefs, nor uncleanly F^yerty, 
'- Be feed among thy trains 
Nor let thy4ivcry be 
iither black Sin, or gaudy Vanity : 

^ay, if thou lov'fl me, gentlfe Year f 

Let not {c much as Love be tHbre ; 

Vain fruitlefs Love, I mean j for, gentle Year t 

Although I fear. 

There *s of tliis caution little need> 

Yet^ gentle Year ! take heed 



/•■ 
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How dioa doft make 
Suck a iiiiftak^ : « 

Such Love I mean, alone. 
As by thy crvel j>redece(rors has been fliovm ; 
For, though I haire i^ xmich cavfe to 4oiibtil» 

I fain wouhi try for once if Life can live without ifS « 

• ■ « 

Into the future times why do we pry, * .^ 

And feck to antedate our mifery f ^ 

Like jealous men, whv arejwe longing ftill ^ 

To fee the thing whicfaf only i^eing makes an ill V 
'Tis wel 1 the face is vql'd 5 for 't^^ere a fight • 

That would ev*n happieft men affirigbt §. 
And fomething ftill they M ^y that would dtmf 

The paft and prefent joy. 

In whatfoever cbarader « 

The Jjook of Fate is writ, 

*Tts well we underftand«pt it ; ^ 

We ihould Ijow mad with little leamiag there « 
Upon the brink ofcveifUl we did forefee, • | 

Undccently and fooliihly 
We fliould ftand fhivering, and but Ibwiy venture 

The fatal flood to enter. 
Since, willing or unwilling, we muft do it, « 

They feel leail colt and pain who plunge at once into it. 



LIFE. 
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" Nafcentes Morinfur.;' " Ma nil. 

WE 're ill by thefe grammarians usM ; 
W* arorabusM bywords, groCtly abusM : 

• ' * From tke materrfal tomb, 

• ^o the grave's fniitftjl womb, 
We call^ere Life j but Life 's a name 
*rhat nothing htre can truly claim : 

Thii wrctcljed inn, where^ we fcavce ftay to bait> 
"^ We call our 'dwelling-pliace ; 
We call one ftep a race : 
^ . But an'gelsjr in their full enlijghten'd ftate, 
Angels, who Livej and know what 'tis to Be ; 
"\yhb all tl;^ ndnfenfe of ^ur language fee ; 
Wto ^eak Things, and our words, their ill-drawn pic- 
' tures, fcorn ; 
■ WhejDwre, by' a fool ifli figure, fay, 
<* ^ehold an old man dtad !" then they 

• Speak properly, an<f cry, " Behold a man-child born 1" 

Myeyes are^opeu'd, and^ fep ' 
i Thrqpgh'the tranfparent fallacy ; 
Be^aufe we feem wifely to talk 
Like men ^bufinefs^i and for bufmefs walk 
From place to place, 
And^ mighty voyages we take, 
And mighty jounyys feem to make, . 
OL'ei: fea an^ hnd, the little point that has no fpace : 
Vox.; II. E ^t^v\Lv 
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Becaufe wc fight, and battles gain ; 
Some captives callj'and {ay •' the reft are flain :" . . 
Becaufe we heap i|p ytJUow oath, and fo ^ • 

Rictiy valiant, wiie, and ▼irtubusy libem to gnnr : 
Becaufe we draw k long nobility . ' ■ ' 

From hieroglyphic proofs of heraldry, ^ , * ^ 

And impudently talk of a pofterity, ^ • 

And, like Egyptian chronicler^, * . i 

Who write of twenty thoufand years, ' . 

With maravedies make tk* account, * * 

That (Ingle time might to a Aim amount : 
We grow at laft by cuftom to belieVe, ' ^ ■ 

That really we Live : • * 
Whilft all thefe Shadows, that for Things wc take. 
Are but the empty dreams- which, mDeath^s /leep we ' 

make. 

^ ■ 

But thefe fantaftic errors of our dream 

Lead us to folid wrong ; * « 

We pray God our friends' tormenu to prolong, " 

And wifliuncharitab'ly fbrtbem ^ 

To be as long a dymg as Methufale/n. 
The f ipcn'd foul longs froyi his piafon fo come ^ 
But we would feal,andfow4]p,»fwe could,' the womb : 
We feek to clofe and plaifter up by art ^ * 

The cracks and breaches of th^ extended ihcli. 

And in that narrow cell 

Would rudely force to dwell •• 

The noble vigorous bird aktadjr ying'd to part. 

THE 



•the XxS|v«' chapter of the 

^ P4t)PHET ISAIAH. 

AWaJce, and ^ith aittentioii hear, 
rrtio]j drowTy World I for it Concerns thccjww } 

- Aw^e, I fay, and liften well. 
To what fronf God, I, his loud propheti tell. 
Bi4 bo'th.the poicit fupprefs thctr ftormy noife, 
And bid the roaring Tea contain iti voice. 
Be fHll, thou fe^; be IHSU) thou air and earth, 
Sfill as old Chaos, beftie Motion's hifth t 
• A dreadful hoft of judgments is gone out, 

, f n ftrength and nuipber more 

sThcn e'er Va*' rais'.d by God .before. 
To fcourge the'^bef world, and mar^h iiround about • 

I fee the fword of G«d brandifh'd above, 

^nd from it ftr^ms*a diiinal ri/ j 

. I 'fee the fcabbard caft away j 
How. red anoo with daughter will it prove \ 

. How will it fweat and reek in bloo^ i 
How will the fc^let-gluttoiv be to'ergotged with hi.^ 

And devour all the »iighty feaft ! [food. 

Nothing ^.on but bonqs will reft. 
QiA does a folemn (acrifice prepare \ 

E X But 
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But not of oxen, lior of*rams'. 
Not of kids, nor of their dams, < * 
Not of heifers, nor oi lamhs i ♦ • .. • % 
The altar all the land, and all men iti *t the Ti^linit 8>«* 
Since, wicked men^s more guilty bIo6^ to fpare. 
The beafts fo long have facrificed been 5 * * * . . * * 
Since men their birth-right foffeit ftill by fin ; ' ' « 
'Tis fit at laft beafts their reveijge fliould h^ft^ 
And facrificed men their better brethren (f ve, ^ « * 

So will t|^ey fall, 'fo will they flee,** , "^ * 

Such will the creatiii^s' wild diftra£tidn De,' » % 

When, at the final doom^ • , ^ \ ' 

Nature and Time (hall both be fl'ain, ■" * ' ^ ^ 
Shall fh-uggle with DeathTf* pangs in Vain, * ^ 
And the whole world their funeral pile becomt. , 
The wide-ftrctch'd fcroll o£ heaven, which wc. 
Immortal as thf Deity think, , r ' • * 
With all the beauteous chara6lers that in it 
With fuch deep fenfe by Qod^SyOwnUiana were writ 
(Whofe eloquence, though we Ymderfhmd not, we ad- %* 
Shall crackle, and the parts together ihriftk ^ [miit) 

Like parphment in a fire : • 

Th* exhaufted fun to th^ moon no moi:e fliall leifti ; 
But truly thearhea^Iong.into the Tea dsfcend : 
The glittering boif, now ii^ fbch fair &rray, i 
So proud, fo well-appointed, %na fo gay. 
Like fearful troops in (3mtf*ftrong ambuih ta>n> 
Shall fome fly routed, and fome fall flain. 
Thick as ripe fruit, or yellow leaves, in autumn fall, 
li^Jth fuch a violent ftorm as blows down tree and alL 

And 
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"•And tjiou/' O f urfed land ! • 
■Which wiltnbt f^ the precipice where thou doft ftand 

* ;► (TI;»»ugh thou ftand*ft juft upon the brink) 
Thou of thip j^bifon'd bowl the bitter dregs (halt drink. 

* "* Thy rivers ^d t!iy lakes fhall Co 

With huiAan hlood overflow, 
Tfc* the^ fhall fetch the (laugh terM corpfc away. 
Which ihthe fiefds around unburied lay, 
V^nd rob the beafts ana birds to give the fifh their prey : 
TJ^e rotting*cor|j^e ftiall fo infeft the air. 
Beget fucli plagues zj^d piftrid venoms there, 
'^ *That by thine «Wa dead (hall be (lain 
* All thy few living that remain. 
As one who^biiys, ikrveys, a ground, 
S% the dcftroying- angel meafures it arourtd 5 
So dkrefiil ^nd (Jt (^ri£l he is, * , 

, Leflrany ri<jpk or cornef he (hould mifs :, 
H^ walks aA)ut the perifhing nation, 
^^in behind him iialf^s an^erlipty Defolation. 

. Th«h (hall th^ market aad fh^ pleadi;ig-p1ace - 
. Be choakM with bramble arid oitrgrown with graf* : 
The ferpents through thy ftrelts (hall roll, 

And in thy lower rooms thtfwofves (haW howl, "" 
4 And thy gilt chambers lodge ^he raven and the owl. 

And s^ the wingM ill-oinen|^ of the^ a'ir, 

Though no new ills tin b^ foreboded there's 

Thfrlion then Ihall tc^tbe l^pard (ay', 

^ *« Brother leopard, cdrSe away'; \ . 

" Bekoid a land which God has ^iven us in prey \ 
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** Behold a land from wlience we fee ' 

*<' Mankind expuIsM, his and our comnaon tncirij ! **. , 

The brother leopard (bakes hunfelf^ anc^does b^t ftay^ 

The glutted vultures Ihall expeft in vain ' r. ^ * 
New armies to be flain ; A %• ^ ^ 

Shall find at laft the bufinefs done, . . , * 

Leave their confumed quarters, and h% gone i^ 
T\C unburied ghofts ihall fadiy moan^ 
The fatyrs laugh to bear thenr groliin : ^ ** 

The evil Tpirits, that .delight • 4 , 
To dance and revel in the ma(k ot %ight, ^ ' % 

The moon and fburs^ their fole fpe^atdrs, ihall affr^ht : 
And, if of Toit mankiiyi ; • 
Aught baf^pen to be left Mbind \ , * ^ 

If any relics but remain ; > ,' ^ '^ p 

They in the dens ihall lurk, beails in tl^ palace/ ibafl 
reignT i / , * 
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IS this thy:braYeryi Man, is this thy pride ? ' 
R«bel to qod, shtckilaiv to all beiide I ^ 

Captiv^by every thing ! and only fre^ *j 

To fly from thine ^)wn jiberty f » ' 
All creatines, flie Creator faid,4«rere thinr; 
No creature but inight fince fay,/* Maja is mine.** 
In black Egyptian flaver^we lie ; 
Andr fweat and toll in. the vile drudgery . ' ^ 



Of 
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^ .6f tyrant Sin; 
To whiob we trophks raifeyandMrear out all ouc breath 
In HViildin^i^p theanonuments of Deaths 
"We^ the choice f9i<;e,i,to God and angel§ kin ! 
In vain th^prlphets aad apoftles c«cne 

v' To fall us home, 
Home to the^promis'd Canaan above, 
^ Which 6ots with nouflfhiqg. milk and pleaiant honey 

. flow 5 * 

vAn4 evc*i i' ^' ^"^ ta which w^fhquld be^fed 
'^ith angdis' tailefuLbcead : 
^ ^ But we, alas ! t^ fleihrpots iove,^ 

We love the very/ leek* aLnd)4brdid roots below. 
* ♦ * ' 

,^ In^aln we jihdgrdlqpts feeU ^d wonders, fe^ I 
«In vain did Irod to deikend hither deign i 

He wa« his*owi|.ambaflaaor in ifapi. 
^Our Mofes andjoiil- guide bimfel^ to be I ' « 

^ We wifl not let ousftlves to go, 
. And with wori&hlrden^d hearts do- our o>noi Pharaohk 
A Ah ! left at lad we^erifli fo| " *• • [gipw* 
Thin)^, ftiibborn Man, think of th* Egyptian Prince 
^Ifard.of belief and will, buf not To liard a^ thou) ; 
Think* with yhat dreadful proofs Gpd*did convince 
T^e feeble ar^ldents that huA^an power could jhow ; 
* f hink what plaguef attend on thee. 
Who Mofes' God doft now ^efuft, more oft than: 
Mofes he,f ' . ' * 

.. .E+ • ' - «If 
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** If from fome god you come" (faid the proud kiqg 

With half a fmiie and half a frown ; • 
*' But what god can to Egypt be unknown ?) ■ ** - 
*« What Jign,;irhat powers, what ciedance,do you bring^** 

«< Behold iiisfeal ! behoM his haitd !^ . ' .; 

Cries Mofes, and cafts down th"* all-mighty wafld. « 
Th^ all-migbey wand fcarce toochM the earthy 
When, with an ondiicorned birth, ^ ^ 

Th' all-mighty wand a (crpent gi'ew, .- ^ ^** 
And his long half in- painted folds behind him dztwi. f 
Upwards his threatening tail he Arew ; 
Upwards he caft his threatening head : ^ ' ^ 

Ke gapM and hifs'd^ aloud, t 
With flaming eyes furvcy'^d the (remWin? crowd. 
And, like^a ^afillfk, alhioft lookM 4h^ a^mbly dead i. ^ 
Swift fled th* a^aze/l ^ng, the guards bdtbre hhapt ned.* 

\ 
' Jann^s and Jambres floppM their -fljghl, « 

And with prtnid words allay 'd-th' aflKght. * 

** The Go^ of flaves,'' iaid they, ••how can he be , 
' '• More poy/f rful than iheir mafters^ deity ?" ^ , 

'And down they caft their' rods. 
And mattered ferret founds that charm the fervile god^« 

The evil fp'rrits their charms^obey. 
And in & fubtle cloud thfy fnatch thtfirods away. 
And ferpents in their place th^ ahy jugglers lay. * 

Serpents in Egyjit's monftrous land * 

Weie ready ft iJ fat hand, t. 
And all at tlfc Old Serpent's iirft comiiand. 

^ * ^ • And 
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And th«y too gapM, and they too hifs'd, - 
And they their threatening tails did twift j 
But ftr^it on toth the Hebrew-ferpent flew. 
Broke both their SiStht backs^ and both it^flew^ 
And both almoft at dnce devoured 5 

60 much was over-power'd. 
By God's miraculous treation. 
His fervan^-sj Nature's, (lightly- wrpu^ht and feeble ^;c* 
neration ! 

On the' famM bank the prophets ftood, 
Toucb'd with their rod,%nd wounded, all tfie ftood ; 
Flood now no more, but a long vein of putrid iSood, 

The heljplefs £flif were found 

In their' ftran^e current* drown'd : 
Thc^erbs and trees wafli'd b/ the mortal tide 

About it blufliM and dy'd : 
Th* amazed crocodiles made hade to ground; 
From their v0 tracks the dropping gore they ij)icd. 
Thought it their own, and dreadfully aloud they* cried, 

Nor^all thijr priefts, nor thou 

X)h king ! coiiid'fl: ever flio^ 
From whefnce thy wanctering Nile begin jT his courfe— 
Of this new Nile thou feeft tke facred fource 5 

And, as thy hind that ^oes overflow, 

Ta^e heed left tlys do fo1 . 
What plague more juft could on thy waters fall ? 
The Hebrew infants^ murder ilains them all.: 
The kind, viftru6^ing punflhment enjoy 5 '(ftroy. 

Whom the red river cannot mend, the Red-fea (hall de?- 



5» COWLEVS F^EMS. 

The rivor yet gSLjp one inibudion more ; ♦ "* 

Aad, from the rottiBg fiib and nncoac^^Ud gor» 
(Which was biU w^tec juft Kefore]> , * 
A iM^himne' hoft wms quickly mmdf, - J| ■ 
That fcalM the ba^ks, mnd with loud noiTe did all th£ 
^ . country* invad|;. • , 

As Nilus when he qmts his (Ikced be^ ^ , 

(But like a frien4 he vifits^all the tand • * ^ ^ * ' 

WitK Welcome prefents in hts hand)- *" • « 

So'did this Livii^ Tide the fields o'erf^rea4.^ <- , 

In vain th* alarme^.coui^try tries • 

JTo kiH their noifome enemies j ^ ^^ 

From th* Utaezhaufted fource ftill new recruits arift*. . 
Nor does the earth thefe ^;ceedy tr<^ps ll^^e,^ % • 

The'towns and houfes they poflcfsy ^ 

She teropfts and the palaces, ^ 

or Pharaoh, noc his gods, they fear j ' * 
l^oth their importune oroakines h'ear. 
Uijfatifcte yet, thej; mount up ^ghcr,* • 
Where nsuer fun-bom Frog durft to a^re,. 
And in thfe filken be4^ their iUmy members placa^ 
A lukury unlyown before to. aM the watery i;a«e ! • 

Tiie w^er tbiM her wcMders did ntD^uoe ;' 

But both were toHio ufe i 
As yet the fbrcerers*^ mimic pow^ fervM for exchfc*. 
** Try what the earth Jyi^J.do,'' laid G^, and lo I , 

They fbook the earth It fsctile blow, 

Aiid 
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And all the dull did*ftrait to ftir begw; 

Obc would have thbvjgrht fame fudtlen wind *t had been ; 

lut lo ! *twas i^n^ble life was got within ! 
Adtl all the little fpiings did move, 

kai erery duft did an armM vermin pr9ve> 

Of an unknown and newnereated kind,. 

Such as the nAagje-gods coiKd neither make nor &id. 

The wretched fhameful Foe allowed no reft 
* Either to raaa oi: beaft. 

Not Pharaoh from th* unquiet plague could be^. 
; With all his change of laiments, free | 
The devils themfelves confefs'd 
ThiajHras God*^3 hand ; and* *twas but juft,. 

To punidi thua idan^sgpride, to punifli duft with, dul^ 

..... « 

Lo ! ^he thicd elefaient does his plagues prepare^ 
Ao^fwarming clouds of infe6ls fill tftt air j 
With dillen noife. tbej take their flight. 

And march in b\>d^ infinite ; 
la vain ^tis day above, ^tis ftiU beneath them, nights 
bf harmfhl Flies the nations numberlefa a 
Co^pos*dthia mighty^anny*s fpacious hpaft ; 
Of diftesent mannvrs, differentlanguages } 
And different habits > too, Jthey wore. 

And different arms they bore | 
. And iomo, )ike Scythians,. livM on blood> 
And fome on green, and fome on flowery food ; 
A^ Accarona^thc airy {>rin^, le4 on this vji'ious hoft* 
Hoofes fecu* not men, the populoiis iU 

Did all the ttonfe^li : 

3 . ' * TV« 
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>. ^ 

The countf;^ all arouad 
Did with the cries of torturM cattle found i ^ ■ % 

About the fields enragtl they fle^ 

And wiftiM the pla|rue that w^is t* fiiSue. ^ * ^ 
.. ' . - - "" '■ •. ■' 

From poifonous ftars a mortal influence came 
^t(The mingled malice oi' their flame) 9. ^ 
A flcilful angel did th* ingredients take, , 
And with juft hands the fad compofure make, ^ " -<■ 
And over all the>Iand did the full vial fliake. 
Thirft, giddinefsy faintnefs, and putrid heats. 

And pining palris, and fhiverlng iweatl, * ^ 
On all the cattle, all the beafts. Ad fall $ ' • 
With dcform'd death the country 's gover'd all. * 

The labouring ox drops c^wn before the ptowj ', » 
The crqwned victims to the" altar led * 

Sink, and present the lifted blow t , . » 

The generous borfefr^ the full manger tarns his head. 

Does his lov'd floods and j>a(hires fcom, . 

Hates the fhrill trumpet and the hern, 

Norman his lifelefs ndftriLplealfe * * 

With the onceidravi filing fmell of all hisdapple^'biiflrefl'ef : 

The ftarving iheep rifofe to feed» ♦ ' ,. 

They bleat their innocent fouls <yit into aip ; ^ 
The faithful dogs lie gafping by them there j {feed. 
Th' aflonifliM ihepherd weeps, and bre^ hjs tuneful 

"4 

Thus did the beaft^ for man^s lebeUion die $ ^ . 

God did on man a gentler titedicine try, ^ 

And a pifeafe, for Phyfic, did ^ppiy; 

' . ' ' * Warm 
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Warm a(hes from tbi» furnace Mofes took } 
The forcerers Sid* with wonder on him look, 
■ Alia fmil'd at th* unaccuftom'd fpell. 

Which BO Eg]^tian rituals tell t 
jHe' flings' the pregAant afhes througb^the air, 

. And fyAks a mighty prayer 5 
Both whidithe miniftering winds around all Egypt bear* 
As gentle weft^ bla^ with ddwny wings, 

llatching the tender fprings. 
To th* unboni buds with vital, whifpers fay, 

, ,** Ye living buds, why do ye ftay ?" 
The'psflionate bu^ break through the bark their way: 
Soj wherefoe^cf 4^8 tafnted wind but blew. 

Swelling pains and ulcers grew ; 
It fqpih the body caird all deepihg poifons out, 

^ And to thorn added ne^ ; 
A ttoifomc flaring of fores, as thick as leaves, did fprout, 

• .Hfeawen itftlf ^s angry next ; 

(Woe ^<^ men^ when Heaven is vextft) 
With fullen brow it frown'd, 
And fnurmurM firii in, an imperfe6): found : 

Till Mofes, lifting up his hand, ^ 

Waves the e^pefted fignal of his wand ; 
/Vnd all the fuU-chargM clouds in ranged fquadrons 
move. 
And fill the {paCtious plamsabove 3 
Through ^ch.tfie rolling thunder firft does p]ay» 
And opens vridc the tcmpcfl's noify way. 
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And ftrak a ftony ihowcr 
Of mpnftrout Hfdl does dowiiwardl pour» 
Such as ^^'«r wint^ yet brought foithj *' 
From all her Mnvy magazines hf the aortli* •* ^ 
It all the beaftitind men ^broad did fls^» " " ^ 

O^er the defaced corpfey like monttmfiAsy.lay i^ 
The houfes aad ftrong-body'd titcs it ^roJg?» *- 

Nor aik^d aid from the thunder^ ftroke ^ • 
The thunder but for terror dirburii it fltw, * '' ' 

The harl alone the work coiild do^ . 

The difmal lighti^ngs all around, ; » 

. Some flying through the air, fome running on the ground. 

Some fwimming o'er thtfjwatir's face, 

Fiird with bright horror every place t 
One would havethoJI^t, their dreadful day tohfllreften, 
The very hail,' and Vaii^itfelf, had kindled been* 

The infant com, which yet did icarde appear, 
EfcapM this general mafiacr? * > • • 

Of ^ery thing that grew, . * » ■ 
And tl)^ well-ftor'd Egyptian year ' 

Began to cloathe Ker iields and trees anew. [blew. 
When lo! a fi^rching wind from the burnt countries' 
And endlefs legions with if drew 
Of greedy Locuft^' who, where'er 
With founding wings they flew. 
Left all the earth depopulate and bare. 
As if Winteritfclf had marchM'by there. 

Whatever the Sun and Kile 
Qiavc with large bounty to the thankful foil, 
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. The wretched pillagers bore away. 
And the irhol« Summer was th^r jurey ; 

.Till Mofes with a prayer 
.Breafh'dpforth ayiolent weftptn wind. 
Which all theft fiving clouds did he^^og bear 

(N^ftxtiggkrshft behind) * 
Int# the purole fea, tod therjs beftow 
O9 the^luxunous f\fk a feaft they ne'er did .know, 
WlA uif(adg%t Joy Pharaoh the news does hear. 
And little thinks their fate attends on him and his fi> 
■ J, near. . • 

What blindnefs or what^arknefs did there c'*cr 

^ Lik# this ui^ddbile king's appear ! 
W^at, e'er, but that which nowjdoes reprefent 
And paint the crime out in the punilhment } 
From the deep baleful caves-of hell below. 
Where Ae old mother Night does gr9W-» 
Subftantial Nighty, that does difdaim 
Privation's edipty name—-. , 

Through Tecret conduits monftrous ihapes -arofe^ 
Such as the fund's whole forc^cjpld not oppofe i 
tIZhey with a (olid cloud ' 
^11 heaven's eclipfed face did fhroud $ 
SecmMy with large wings fpread o'er the fca and duth. 
To brood up a new Chaos's ffeformed birth« 

And every lamp, and every fire. 
Did at the dreadful fight wink and Expire, 
To th^ Empyrean fource all ftreams of light feemM to 
retire. 

tVst 
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The living men were In their ftanding-houfes buried';: 
Bat the long Kight Do.flmnber knows. 
But the fliort Death finds no repoie ! , .. « 

Ten thoufand terror through the.dari(|ie(s €ed^ 

And ghofts comphunMy and (pirits munnured^ ^ * 
And Fancy's multiplying fight . 

View'd all the fbenes invifiUe of Nfght. « ^ * 

Of God*s dreadful anger thefe 
Were but the fivft light flunpil^^s ; ^ 

The (hock and bloody battle now beg^s, * 

[ The plenteous harveft of full-ripenM fint* ' ' ^ \ 

It was the time'whep the fHIl mo^ . ' 

Wa» uaountcd foftly tocher noon, ** ' • 

And dewy Sleep, whichTroiA Night's fecret fpripgs arofe,, 

Gently as Nile the land overflows.' 
When lo! from the high countries of j:efih9l day,. 

The golden heaven without allay — 
Whofe drofs, in the creation purg'd away, 
^Jade up the fun's adultsrate ray — • 
MichaeF, the warlike prince, does downwards fly. 
Swift as the jourriei of the fight. 
Swift as the "race of light, 
And yfith. his winged will cuts through thfe yielding. 

flcy. 
He pafsM t)irough many a ftar,. and, as he pad,. - 
Shone (like a ftar in, them) more brightly there . 

Than they did in thqir fphere. 
On a tall pyramid's pomted head he ftopp'd at laft. 
And ft mild look of facred pity caft 

Pown 
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Down on the finfnl land where he was fent, 

T' infli6l the tardy puniHiment. 
« Ah I yet," faid he, " yet, ftubbom king I repent, 

** Whilft thus imann'd I ftand, 
*' Ere the keen fword of God fiJl my commanded hand ; 
" Suffer but yet thyfelf, and thine to live t 

** Who would, alas ! believe 

" That it for man,'* faid he, 

** 80 hard to be forgiven fliould be, 
** And yet for God fo cafy to forgive l" 

He fpoke, and downwards fiew. 
And o^er his ihinfng^form a well-cut cloud he threw. 

Made of the blackeft fleece of Night, 
And clofc-wrought to keep in the powerful light, 
Yet wrought fo fine it hindered not his flight ; 
But through the key-holes and the chinks of doors, 
And through the narrow'ft walks of crooke^ pores. 

He pall more fwift and free, 
Than in wide air the vranton fwallows flee. 
He took a pointed Peftilence in his hand ; 
The fpirits of thouland mortal poifons made . 

The ftrongly-temperM blade, . 

The ilyupeft fword that e>r was laid : 
Up in the magazines of God to fcourge a wicked land. 
Through £gypt*0 wicked land his mardh he took. 
And as he marchM the (acred flrft-born ftrook 

Of every womb $ none did he (pare. 
None, from the meaneft beaft to Cenchre-s purple heir. 
. Vol.. ir. F. TV^ 
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The fwift approach of cndlefs night 
Bi^eaks ope the wounded fleepers* rolling eyes i 
They' awake the reft with dying cries. 
And darknefs doubles the affright ; 
The mixed founds of fcatterM deaths they hear. 
And lofc their parted fouls 'twixt grief and fear. 
Louder than all the flirieking women's voice 
Pierces this chaos of confufed noife ; 
As brighter lightning cuts a way 
Clear and diftinguifh'd through the day. 
With lefs complaints the Zoan temples found. 

When the adored heifer *s drown'd. 
And no true-mark'd fucceffor to be found. 
Whilft health and ftrength, and gladnefs, does poflefs 
The feftal Hebrew cottages 5 
The bleft Deftroyer comes not there. 
To interrupt the facred chear 
That new begins their well-reformed year ; 
Upon their doors he read and imdcrftood, 

God's protection, writ in blood ; 
Well was he fleiird i' th' charafter Divine 5 
And, though he pafs'd by it in hafte, 
He bow'd and worihip'd, as he paft. 
The mighty myftery through its bumble fign« 

The fword ftrikes now too deep and near. 

Longer with its edge to play ; 
No diligence or coft they fpare 

To hafte the Hebrews now away, 

Pharaoli 
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Pharaoh himftlf chides their deUjr { . 
So kind and bountifui it Fear I 
But; oh I the bounty which to fear we owe» 
It but like firt ftruck out of ftone ^ 
So hanUjr got> alid quickly gone» 
That it fcarce out-livet the blow. 
Sorrow and fear foon quit the tyrant's breafl ; 
Rage a^d revenge their place poflefsM i 
With a vaft boft of chariots and of horfe. 
And all hit poweiful kingdom's ready force^ 

The travelling nation he purfues ; 
Ten timet o'ercome» he ftill th* unequal war renews* 
Fiird with proud hopes, "At leaft/' faid he, 
«* Th' Egyptian Gods, from Syrian magic free, 
" Will now revenge themfelves and me { 
" Behold what pafslefs rocks on either hand, 
*' Like prifon-wallsf about them (land, 
" Whilft the fea bounds their flight before I 
** And in our injured juftice they rouft find 
*^ A far worie f^op than rocks and feas behind s 

•* Which ihall with crirafon gore 
** New paint the water's name, and double dye the fliorc.'* 

He fpoke $ and all his hoil 

Approved with ihouts th' unhappy boaft ( 
A bidden wind bore his vain words away. 

And drown'd them in the neighbouring Tea* 
No means t' efcape the faithlefs travellers fpy> 

Andy with degenerous fear to die, 

Curfc thetr new-gotten liberty* 

F A .l^Ml 
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Bat the great Guidv^well kn^vr be Ud dietti rights 
And faw a path hid yd ^m kuKiMt: ^fight t 
He ftrikes tbe^i'ligtag Vrtfes, tift wyv>efer(tfh «ithfcr €dh 
Unloofe their clofe ^W k ffk it», Vtnk \ii^4iSi^ 
And backwards prefty n ki ibw& feletoik Ihaw 
The crowding p^e^^fe do 

(ThoQ^ jvft before no rp9Stt fhM iV^fi) 
To let the admired tritimph paft btetweeto. 
The wondering army fkw on )s^eher imjid ■ ' ^'^ 

The no-lefs-wondering ^ves likie ^todus «f lajjdl 
ftand: 

They marcHMibetwi^ and bohtty trod 
The ifecitt paths of God. 
And here and there all fcatter*d hi their way. ^ ' ' 
The fea^s old ^iis^ and gaping fiffaes^ lay 

Deferted on the fandy plarn : 
The fun did with aftonifhment behold 
The inmoft chambers of the openM main }. 

For, whatfoe'er of old 
By his own priefts the poets has been faid. 
He never funk till then into the ocean*s bed. 

Led chearfiilly by a bright captain. Flame, 
To th* other fliore at morning-dawn they came. 
And faw behind th' unguided foe 
March diforderly and flow. 
The prophet ftnttght from th* Idnmean ftrand 

Shakes fats imperiotrs wand : 
The upper waves, that higheft crowded lie, 
The beckoning wand efpy i 

Strait 
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Strait their firft right-hand files begin to move, 
And^ with a murmuring wind^ 

Give the woixl •* March" to all behind. 
The left-hand fquadrons no lef» ready prove. 
But, with a joyful, louder noife, 

Anfwer their diftant fellows' voice. 
And hafte to meet them make, 
As feveral troops do all at once a common (ignal take. 
What tongue th' amazement and th' affright can uU 

Which on the Chamian army fell, 
When on both fides they faw the roaring main 

Broke loofe from his iavidble chain ! 
They faw the mondrous death and watery war 
Come rolling down loud ruin from afar ! 
In vain Ibme backward and feme forwards fly 

With helplefs hafte j In vain they cry 

To their coeleftial Beafts for aid ; 

In vain their guilty king they' upbraid ; 
In vain on Mofes he, and Mofes' God, does caJ], 

With a repentance true too late ) 
They *re compafs'd round with a devouring fate. 
That draws, like a ftrong net, the m/ghty fea upon 
them aU. 
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D A V I D E I S, 

A SACRED POEM 
OF THE TROUBLES OF DAVID. 

IN FOUR BOOKS. 

** Me vero primurn dulces ante omnia Mufx, 
*• Quanim (acra fero ingenti percuiTus amore, 
*' Accipiant, Coelique vias ac Sidera monftrent.'* 

ViRG. Georg. 11. 



BOOK I. 

CONTENTS. 

The Propofition. The Invocation. The entrance into 
the biftory from a new agreement betwixt Saul and 
David. A deicription of hell. The Devil's fpeech- 
Envy's reply to him. Her appearing to Saul in the 
ihape of Benjamin. Her fpeech, and SauPs to him- 
lelf after fhe was vanifhed. A defcription of hea- 
ven. God's fpeech : he fends an Angel to David : 
the Angelas meffagc to him. David fent for, to play 
1>efore Saul. A digreflion concerning roufic. Da- 
vid^s p(alm. Saul attempts to kill him. His ef- 
lape to hi& own boufe^ fropa whence being purfued 

by 
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by the king^s guard, by the artifice of his wife Mi- 
chal he cfcapes and flies to Naioth, the Prophets' 
college at Ramah. Saul's fpeech, and rage at his 
efcape. A long digreflion defcribing the Prophets' 
college, and their manner of life there, and the or- 
dinary fubjefts of their Poetry. Saul's guards pur- 
fue David thither, and prophefy. Saul among the pro- 
phets. He is compared to Balaam, whofe fong con- 
cludes the book. 

I Sing the man who Judah's fceptre bore 
In that right-hand which held the crook befoie ; 
Who from beft poet, beli of kings did grow ; 
The two chief gifts Heaven could on man beftow. 
Much danger firft, much toil, did he fuftain, 5 

Whilft Saul and Hell crofs'd his ftrong fate in vain. 
Nor did his crown lefs painful work afford. 
Left exerclfe his patience, or his fword ; 
So long her conqueror, Fortune's fpite purfued $ 
Till with unwearied virtue he fubdued i« 

All home-bred malice, and all foreign boafts ; 
Their ftrength was Annies, his the Lord of Hofts. 

Thou, who didft David's royal fttra adorn. 
And gav'ft him birth from whom thyfelf waft born 5 
Who didft in triumph at Death's court appear, 15 

And flew'ft him with thy nails, thy crofs, and fpear, 
Whilft Hell's black tyrant trembled to behold 
The glorious light he forfeited of old j 
Who, heaven's glad burden now, and jufteft pride, 
Sitt*ft high enthron*d next thy great Fathtv'« C\de %^ 

r 4 (^V^ V\% 
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(W'.icrc uaIIca'i* r.aaHri help to juiunt tb%t ] 
Wltkii once iiie biuflking tiwras enviroaed, 
Pili c: ir.iibn crops of preci^is. bigod iiiiiig do!ifm 
7. ike Tubles to enrich thios hamUe crown) 
/Wn thou my breail vith fuch bleft rage ioifiif^ s5 
j\s^ mov'd the tunef l:! lirings of DaT^^s 1 jre ; 
4juide mj bold (tept with thine orsm traveiling flam^ 
lii thrfe untrodden paths to lacredrfanie ! . 
Lo, with pure hinds thy heiAealy fire to taks» 
My w.-lI-c'iiangM Mule I a challe Vel^al make ! 30 
Frum Eartlrs vain joys, ar.d Lovers foft witchcraft^ffee^ 
I cciT^iecrate my Magdalene to thee i 
1.0, thi^ great work, a temple to thy praiie^ 
On polidiM pillars of ilrong verfe I raife I 
A temple, where, if thou vouchfiifc to dwell, 35 

it Solomon's and Herod's (ball excel. 
Too long the Mufet' land hath hca^i^n been ; 
Their gods too long were Devils, and virtues Siaf 
!But t'lou. Eternal Word ! has call'd forth me, 
Th* apoftle to convert that world to thee $ 41X 

T* unbind the channs that in (light fables lie. 
And teach, that- Truth is tnieft poefy. 

The malice now of jealous Saul grew lefs. 
Overcome by conftant virtue and fuccefs $ 
He grew at laft more weary to conunand 45 : 

New dangers, than young David to withftand 
Or conquer them \ he fear'd his maftering fate. 
And envy*d him a king^s unpowerful hate. 
Well did be know how palms by* oppre(rioa fpeed, 
Vi&orious, and the vi^lor'sf acred meed 1 jot 

The 
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The burdqn. iiiits tb^yi- higher. Well did he know 

How a tame ftrosmi does, wild and dangerous grow 

By unjuft force ^ h^ now with wanton play 

KiiTes the fmiliag banks, and glides away $ 

Buty his known channel fiopp'd, begins to roar» 55 

And fwell with rage, and buffet the dull fliore $ 

His mutinotus waters hurry to the war» 

And troops of waves come rolling from afar : 

Then fcoms he fuch weak ftops to his free fource. 

And overruns the neighbouring fields with violent courie* 

This knew the tyrant, and this ufeful thought 
His wo\u>ded mind to health and temper brought. 
He old kind vows, to David did renew. 
Swore conflancy,. and meant liis oath for true. 
A general joy at this glad news appeared, 4$ 

For David. all men lov'd, and Saul they fear'd« 

/^ngels and men did peaca and David love,^ 
But Hell did. neither him nor that approve { 

\ From man^s agreement fierce alarms they take, 

^ And quiet here, does there new bufmefs make. 70 

Beneath the jdlent chambers of the earth. 
Where the fun's fruitful beams give metals birth-*- 
Where he the £[rowth of fatal gold does fee. 
Gold, which above more influence has than hfrj-*p- 
Beoeath the dens where iinfletx:ht tempefts lie, 75 

And infiauBt windS: their tender voices try $ 
Beneath the mighty ocean's, wealthy caves:; 

Beneath th* eternal fountain of all waves. 
Where their vaft court the mother-waters keep, 

-Andp uiuUftiirVd by mocms, in filesoe dcep'i %^ 
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There is a place deep, wondrous deep, below. 
Which genuine Night and Horror does overflow ; 
No bound controls th' unwearied fpace, but hell 
Endlefs as thofe dire pains that in it dwell. 
Here no dear glimpfe of the fun's lovely face 85 

Strikes through the folid darknefs of the place i 
No dawning mom does her kind reds difplay ; 
One flight weak beam would here be thought the da3r: 
No gentle ftars with their fair gems of light 
OiFend the tyrannous and unqueftion'd night^^ 90 
Here Lucifer, the mighty captive, reigns j . 
Proud *midft his woes, and tyrant in his chains ; 
Once general of a gilded hoft of fprites. 
Like Hefper, leading forth the fpanglcd nights ; 
But down like lightning, which him (truck, he came ; 
And roar'd at his firft plunge into the flame i 
Myriads of fpirits fell wounded round him there j 
With dropping lights thick flione the finged air j 
Since when, the dilmal folace of their woe 
Has only been weak mankind to undo ; torn 

Themfelves at firft againft themfelves they' ejccite, 
(Their dearelt conquefl and mo(l proud delight) 
And, if thofe mines of fecret treafon fail. 
With open force man's virtue they aflail ; 
Unable to corrupt, feek to dettroy, 105 

And, where their poifons mifs, the fword employ. 
Thus fought the tyrant-fiend young David's fall. 
And *gainft him arm*d the powerful rage of Saul : 
He faw the beauties of his fliape and face. 
Hit female fweetnefs^ and his manly grace : 1 10 • 

X He 
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He faw the nobler wonders of his mind, 
Great gifts ! which for great works he knew dcfign'd : 
He faw (t* aihame the ftrength of man and hell) 
How by '8 young hands their Gathite champion fel 
He faw the reverend prophet boldly (hed 115 

The royal drops round his enlarged head; 
And well he knew what legacy did place 
The facred fceptre in bleft Judah's race, 
From which th' eternal Shilo was to fpring ; 
A knowledge which new hells to hell did bring t 120 
And, though no lefs he knew himfelf too weak 
The fmalleft link of ftrong-wrought Fate to break, 
Yet would he rage and ftruggle with the chain 5 
Lov*d to rebel, though fure that 'twas in vain. 
And, now it broke his formM defign, to find 125 

The gentle change of Saul's recovering mind ; 
He trufted much in Saul, and rag'd, and griev'd 
(The great Deceiver \) to be himfelf deceived. 
Thrice did he knock his iron teeth, thrice howl. 
And into frowns his wrathful forehead roll ; 13* 

His eyes dart forth red flames, which fcare the night. 
And with worfe fires the trembling ghofts affright; 
A troop of gaftly fiends compafs htm round, 
And greedily catch at his lips* feared found. 

*< Are we fuch Nothings thenl** faid he, «* our will 
" Croft by a fhepherd*s boy I and you yet ftili 
** Play with your idle ferpents here ? dares none 
** Attempt what becomes Furies ? are ye grown 
" Benumbed with fear, or Virtue's fpiritlefs cold, 
*• Youj who were once (I 'm fure) fo brave smd bold i 
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*' Oh I my ill-chang'd condition I ob> my fate"! 
« Did I lofe hcavea for this ?'' 
With that, with his Ipng tail hfe laih'd hig hreafi. 
And horribly (poke out in looks the reft. 
The quaking powers of night ftood in amaze, 14,5 

And at each otber firft qoold only gaze i 
A dreadful filence fillM thf hollow place. 
Doubling the native terror of hell's face j 
Rivers of flaming brimftone, which before 
So loudly rag'd, crept fofdy by the fhore 5 150 

No hifs of fnakesy no clank of chains, was known, 
^The fouls, amidft their tortures, durft not groan. 

Envy at laft crawk forth from that dire throng. 
Of all the direfuirfl: ; her black locks hung long, 
Atlir'd with curling ferpents ; her pale (kin 1^^ 

Was almoft dropped from the flia;:p bones within 5 
And at her breatt ftuck vipers, which did prey 
Upon her panting heart both night and day. 
Sucking black blood from thence, which to repair 
Both night and day they left frefli poifons there, i^ 
Her garments were dcep-ftain'd in human gore. 
And torn by her own hands, in which (he bore 
A knotted whip, and bowl, that to the brim 
Did with green gall and juice of wormwood ^im 5 
With which, when ihe was dciuik, (he furious grew> 
And laiird herfelf : thu& from th' accurfed crew 
Envy, the worft of iondi, Wfelf prafents. 
Envy, good only w^eii (he 'her&If torments. 

** Spend n^t^ great king I thy. precious rage/* faid ihei 
*^ Upon Co poor 4 cauft i iball mighty wt 170 

« The 



•* The glory of our wrath to Wm dfiTord ? 

** Are we not Furies IkiW, and you dttr Ibrd ? 

« At tty dread angfcr the fixM world fhall (hake, 

" And frightfed Satire her o^A^li ia^ ifoHafk« 1 

«> ^o thou bift tbfH»i lo«d ftormft (tM tnakte reply, 17$ 

«' And thifn^ler «cto ^ td the trembling fty $ 

«< Whilft raghig fttis fweH to fo bold sii lieight> 

** As ftaH lfifc ffiirc^ jwood elWnttht rfWght : 

" Th' old drodgrftg^lfitai from his Ibtig^jcatfeft wiy 

^ Sh^l at thy toict Ihrt, and mifgBid^ f he day ; 1 80 

*' The Jo^imd <rfb^ ihall "breaac their irteafnrM pace, 

** And ftubbom pelles change their allottred place j 

** Heaven^s gilded troops fhall flutter here and there, 

** LeaTing thdr Ijoafting fongs tnn'd to a fphere 5 

«* "Nay, their God too— for fear hte did, when we 185 

" Took noble artos againft his tyranny, 

" So noble arms, and in a caufe fo great, 

" That triumph* they drferve for their defeat, 

** There was a day ! oh might I fee 't again, 

* Though he had fiercer flames to thruft us in ! 190 

* And can fuch powers be by a thiid withftood ? 
" Will flings, alas ! or pebbles, do him good ? 

" What th' untaraM lion, whet with hunger too, 
'* And giants, could not, that my word (hall do : 
" I *11 ibon diflToive this peace $ were SauPs new love 
" (But Saul we know) great as ray hate (hall prove, 
" Before their fun twice more be gone about, 
*' I and my faithful fnakes would drive it out. 
" By me, Cain offered up his brother's goroi 
*■ A facrifice far w«>rfe than that before | ao« 



7» COWLEY'S POEMS. 

** I faw him fling the ftone, as if he meant 

'^ At once his murder and his monument, 

** And laughM to fee (for 'twas a goodly ihow) 

** The earth by her firft tiller ^atten'd fot 

*^ I drove pnmd Pharaoh to die parted fea } to5 

'* He and his hoft drank up cold death by mes 

*' By me rebellioas arms fierce Corah took, 

<< And Mofes (corfe upon diat name I) furibok | 

** Hither (ye know) dmoft alive he came 

" Through the cleft earth i ours was his funeral flame f 

** By me b ut I lofe time, methinks» and fliould 

** Perform new a£ls whilft I relate die old* 

'* Pavid 's the next our fiiry muft enjoy : 

<< 'Tis not thy God himfelf fliall fave thee, boy ! 

*f No, if he do, may the whole world have peace i %t$ 

*' May all ill af^ions, all ill fortune, ceafe, 

** And, banifiiM from this potent court below, 

«' May I a ragged, contemn'd Virtue grow P' 

She fpoke ; all ftarM at firft, and made a paufe $ 
But ftrait the general murmur of applaufe 220 

Ran through Death's courts ; flie frowned iUll, and begun 
To envy at the praife herfelf had won. 
Great Beelzebub ftarts from his burning throne 
To 'embrace the Fiend, but (he, now furious grown 
To a6b her part ; thrice bow'd, and thence (he fled| 
The fnakes all hifs'd, the fiends all murmured. 

It was the time when filent night began 
T' enchain with deep the bufy fpirits of man j 
And Saul himfelf, though in his troubled brcaft 
The weight of empire lay, took gentle reft : a 30 

S« 
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So did not Envy ; but vsrith hafte arofe ; 
And, as through Ifracl's ftately towns rtie goes, 
She frowns, and fhakes her head } '< Shine on'* fays (he, 
" Ruins ere long ihall your fole monuments be/* 
The filver moon with terror paler grew, 135 

And neighbouring Hermon fweated flowery dew i 
Swift Jordan ftarted, and ftrait backward fled. 
Hiding among thick reeds his aged head : 
Lo, at her entrance Saul's ftrong palace (hook $ 
And nimbly there the reverend fhape fhe took 14^ 
Of Father Benjamin ; fo long her beard, 
So large her limbs, fo grave her looks, appeared, 
Jufl like his ftatue, which beflrid Saul's gate. 
And feem'd to guard the race it did create. 
In this known form (he* approachM the tyrant's fide j 
And thus her words the facred form bely'd : 
" Arife, loft king of Ifrael ! canft thou lie 
*« Dead in this fleep, and yet thy laft fo nigh ? 
" If king thou be'ft, if JclTe's race as yet 
•* Sit not on Ifrael's throne ! and fhall he fit ? i^% 
" Did ye for this from fruitful Egypt fly ? 
** From the mild brickhill's nobler flavery ? 
** For this, did feas your powerful rod obey ? 
** Did wonders guide, and feed, you on your way ? 
« Could ye not there great Pharaoh's bondage bear, 255 
'* You who can fcrve a boy, and minftrel, here ? 
" Forbid it, Godi if thou be'ft juft ; this fhame 
** Cafl not on Saul's, on mine, and Ifrael's, name ! 
" Why was I clfe from Canaan's famine led ? 
* Happy, thrice happy, had I there been dead, a6o 
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" Er» :=T iJSk Iwci cLxJiarg'd i2ils c — tfrsss rscc, 
** Tcii I'jzkltCi rnbe, «T'n crowned to tser diignce 1 
«' Ah, Sui ! t!&7 forest's tzS&I oust t^a lire ? 
** FIsce to his baip ii.x£ ihj drad iccptie girc ? 
** VTriZt waou be n^v bcr dizt ? caaift tbss forget S65 
<< (If tbra bc^ft maa zioa cacft zust) hov thcj met 
<' The ycuth vith ibcgs ? aizs ! poor moniTch ! ymt 
*< Your thciiiaod ook j> he ten cu^uiand, ilcw ! 
*< Him IfrKl krres» him ceighbcoriag countiicf fcar{ 
** Yon but the naase asd empty title bear. %jo 

** And yet the txaitor lires, Htss in thy conrt j 
<< The court that mcft be his $ where he fliall fpoit 
** Himfelf with all thy concubines, thy gold, 
** Thy coftly robet, thy crown. Wert thou not ti^d 
<< This by proud Samuel, when at Gilgai he 175 

«*With bold falfe threats from God affronted thee ? 
** The dotacd lyM $ Gcd faid it not, I know; 
** Not Baal or Moloch would have usM thee lb. 
«< Was not the choice his own ? did not thy worth 
** Exad the royal lot, and call it forth ? aSa 

«' Haft thou not fincc (ray beft and greateft fon!) 
«* To him, and to his perishing nation, done 
•* Such lading benefits as may juftly claim 
•• A fccptrc as eternal as thy fame ? 
<* poor prince ! whom madmen, pnefts, and boys, invade | . 
«« By thine own flefli, thy ungrateful fon, betray'd I 
<< Unnatural fool I who can thus cheated be 
«' By friendftiip't name, againft a crown and thee ! 
«« Betray not too thyfelf 5 take courage, call 
'< Thy' enchanted virtues forth> and be whole Saul. 290 
3 «Lo! 
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** Lo ! this great caufe makes thy dead fathers rife, 
" Breaks the firm feals of their ciosM tombs and eyes. 
" Nor can their jealous afhes, wKilft this boy 
** Survives, the privilege of their graves enjoy. 
" Rife quickly, Saul I and take that rebers breath, 295 
«* Which troubles thus thy life, and ev'n our death : 
" Kill him, and thou 'rt fecure 5 'tis only he 
*« That 's boldly interposM *twixt God and thee, 
«« As earth's low globe robs the high moon of light } 
" When this cclipfe is'paft, thy fate 's all bright. 300 
*« Ti-uft me, dear fon I and credit what I tell 5 
" I 'vc feen thy royal ftars, and know them well. 
•« Hence, fears and dull delays ! is not thy breaft 
*< (Yes, Saul, it is) with noble thoughts poffcft ? 
•* May they beget like ads !" With that (he takes 305 
One of her worft, her beft-bcloved fnakes : 
" Softly, dear worm.! foft and unfeen,'* faid fhe, 
** Into his bofom deal, and in it be 
" My viceroy." At that word (he took her flight. 
And her loofe (hape diiTolv'd into the night. 310 

Th* infedled king leapt from his bed amazM, 
Scarce knew himfelf at firft, but round him gaz'd j 
And ftarted back at piecM-up ihapes, which fear 
And his diifara^led fancy painted there : 
Terror froze up his hair, and on his face 315 

Showers of cold fweat roll'd trembling down apace. 
Then knocking with his angry hands his breaft. 
Earth with his feet, he cries, '« Oh ! 'tis confcft; 
'< I Ve been a pious fool, a woman-king $ 
'* Wrong'd by a fcer, a boy, every thing. %%9 

VoL.lU C **^\^\. 
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** Eight himdred years of death is not fo deep, 

** So unconcem'd, as my lethargic fleep. 

*' My patience eren a (acrilege becomes, 

*' Difturbs the dead, and opes their facred tombs. 

"^ Ah ! Benjamin, kind father ! who for me 395 

•* This cnried world endor^ft again to fee ! 

** All thou haft £ndf great viiion * is fo true, 

" That all which thou command'ft, and more, I ^11 do s 

•• Kill fcim ! yes, mighty ghoft ! the wretch fhall die, 

** Though every ftar in heaven fhould it deny j 33»-- 

•* Nor mock th' aflault of our juft wrath again,. 

^ Had be ten times his fam'd ten thoufand flain. 

** Should that bold popular madman, whofe deiign ' 

•* Is to revenge his own diigrace by mine, 

** Should my ungrateful fon oppoie th' intent^ %^f 

«« Should mine own heart grow fcrupuloits and relent, 

*• Curfc me, juft Heaven I (by which this truth I fwea?) 

** If I that feer, my fen, or feif, do fpare* 

" No, gentle ghoft ! return to thy ftill home; 

*' Thither, this day, mine and thy foe (hall come. %^% 

** If that curft objeci longer vex my fight, 

** It muft have learnt t' appear as thou to-night.'' 

Whilft thus his wrath with threats tiie tyrant fed. 
The threaten'd youth flept fearlefs on his bed j 
S/eep on, reil quiet as thy confcience take, 34.5 

For, though thou fleep' ft thyfelf, thy God '^i awake. 
Above the fubtle foldings of the flty; 
Above the well-fet orbs' foft harmony ; 
Above thofe petty lamps that gild the night ; 
There is a pla^e overflown wiUi hailow'd light; 350 

Where 
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Where heaven, as if it left itfelf behind. 

Is ftretch'd-out far, nor its own bounds can find : 

Here peaceful flanoes fwell up the facred place. 

Nor can the glory contain itfelf in th' endlefs fpace 5 

For there no twilight of the fun's dull ray 355 

Glimmers upon the pure and native day ; 

No palc-fac'd moon does in ftorn beams appear. 

Or with dim taper fcatters darknefs there; 

On no fmooth fphere the refllefs feafons Hide, 

No circling motion doth fwift time divide j 360 

Nothing is there to come, and nothing pad, 

But an eternal Now does always lail. 

There fits th' Almighty, Firlt of all, and End 5 

Whom nothing but himfelf can comprehend ; 

Who with his word commanded all to be, 365 

And all obeyed him, for that word was He : 

Only he fpoke, and every thing that is 

From out the womb of fertile nothing ris\ 

Oh, who (hall tell, who (hall defcribe thy throne. 

Thou great Three-One I 374^ 

There thou thyfelf doft in full prefence fhow. 

Not abfent from thefe meaner worlds below 5 

No, if thou wert, the elements' league would ccafe,^ 

And all thy creatures break thy Nature's peace ; 

The fun would ftop his courfe, or gallop back, 375 

The ftars drop out, the poles themfelvcs would crack j 

Earth^s ftrong foundations would be torn in twain, 

And this vaft work all ravel out again 

To its firlt nothing : for his fpirit contains 

Tbt wdl-^it mafs $ from him each creature gains ^^<^ 
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Being and motion, which he ftill beftows; 
From him th' eiFe6^ of bur weak action flows : 
Round him vaft armies of fwift angels (land, 
Which feven triumphant generals command | 
They (ing loud anthems of his endlefs praife, 385 

And with fix'd eyes drink-In immortal rays : 
Of thefc he calPd-out one ; all heaven did fhake> . 
And fiJence kept whildits Creator fpake. 

** Are we forgotten then fo foon ? can he 
'( Look on his crown, and not remember me 39a 

** That gave it ? can he think we did not hear 
** (Fond man !) his threats ? and have we made the ear, 
** To be accounted deaf? No, Saul ! we beard j 
** And it will coft thee dean the ills thou'ft fear'd, 
" Pra6\is'd, or thought on, I '11 all double fend ; 395 
'* Have we not fpoke it, and dares man contend ? 
•* Alas, poor duft ! did ft thou but know the day 
•* When thou muft lie in blood at Gilboa, 
*' Thou, and thy fons, thou would'ft not threaten ftill ; 
** Thy trembling tongue would ftop againft thy will. 400 
** Then,iliall thine head fix'd in curft temples be, ' 
'* And all their foolifh gods ihall laugh at thee. 
** That band which now on David's life would prey, 
<* Shall then turn juft, and its own matter flay ; 
** He whom thou hat'ft, on thy lovM throne fliall fit, 405 
*« And expiate the difgrace thou doft to it. 
*« Hafte then ; teH David what his king has fwom, 
** Tell him whofe blood muft paint this rifmg morn j 
*< Yet bid Him go fecurely, when he fends } 
<> :*Ti8 8aul that is lus foe, and We bis friends t 4J0 

«Tkc 
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«* The man who has his God, no aid can lack, 
*« And We, who bid him go, will bring him back/* 

He fpoke; the heavens fecm'd decently to bow. 
With all their bright inhabitants ; and now 
The jocund fphercs began again to play, 4.15 

Again each Spirit fung Halleluia ; 
Only that Angel was ftrait gone 5 even fo 
(But not fo fwift) the morning-glories flow 
At once from the bright fun, and ftiike the ground j 
So winged lightning the foft air does wound. 4.20 

Slow Time admires, and knows not what to call 
The motion, having no account fo fmall. 
So flew this Angel, till to David's bed 
He came, and thus his facred meflage faid : 

'* Awake, young man, hear what thy king has fworn j; 
" He fwore thy blood ftiould paint this rifmg mom : 
«* Yet to him go fecurely, when he fends 5 
** 'Tis Saul that is your foe, and God your friends : 
** The man who has his God, no aid can lack j 
*' And he who bids thee go, will bring thee back/'+jQ^ 

Up leaped Jeflides, and did round him ftarc. 
But could (ee nought j for nought was left but air : 
Whilft this great vifion labours in his thought, 
Lo ! the ftiort prophecy t' effeft is brought : 
la treacherous hade he *s fent for to the king, ^3^ 
And with him bid his charmful lyre to bring. 
The king, they fay, lies raging in a fit. 
Which does no cure but facred tunes admit 3 
And true it was, foft mufic did appeafe 
Th* obfcure fantaftic rage of Saul's difcafe; 4^^ 

G 3 X^iCL 
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Tell me, oh Mufe ! (for thou, or none, canft tcll,- 
The myftic powers that in bleft ntunbers dwell $ 
Thou their great nature know^ft, nor is it fit 
This nobleft gem of thine own crown t' omit) 
Tell me from whence thefe heavenly charms arifc j 445 • 
Teach the dull world t* admire what they defpife I 

As firft a various unformM hint we find 
Kife in Come godlike poet^s fertile mind. 
Till all the parts and words their places take. 
And with juft marches verfe and mufic make ; 450 

Such was God's poem, this world's new effay j 
So wild and rude in its firft draught it lay j 
Th' ungovem'd parts no correfpondence knew. 
An artlefs war from thwarting motions grew j 
Till they to number and fix'd rules were brought 455 
By the Eternal- Mind's poetic thought. 
"Water and Air he for the tenor chofe, 
Earth made the bafs, the treble Flame arofe 1 
To th' ailive moon a quick brifk ftroke he gave. 
To Saturn's ftring, a touch more foft and grave. 460 
The motions ftrait, and round, and fwift, and flow. 
And fhort, and long, were mix'd and woven fo — 
Did in fuch artful figures fmoothly fall — 
As made this decent- meafur'd Dance of All. 
And this is mufic : founds that charms our ears, 465 
Are but one drefling that rich fcience wears. 
Though no man hear 't, though no man it rehearfc. 
Yet will there ftill be mufic in my verfe j 
In this great world fo much of it we fee. 
The leffcfy Man, is all o*er harmony ; 470 

Storehoufe 
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Storehoufe of all proportions ! finglc quire I 
Which firft God's breath did tunefully infpire ! 
From hence bleft mufic^s heavenly charms arife. 
From fympathy, which them and man allies. 
Thus they our fouls, thus they our bodies, win, 475 
Not by their force> but party that 's within : 
Thus the ftrange cure, on our fpilt blood applyM^ 
Sympathy to the diftant wound does guide : 
Thus, when two brethren -ftrings are fet alike. 
To move them both, but one of them we ftrike : to 
Thus David*8 lyre did SauPs wild rage control, 
And tun*d the harOi diforders of his foul. 

WHEN Ifrael vas from bondage led. 
Led by th' Almighty's hand 
From out a foreign land, 485 

The great fea beheld, and fled. 
As men purfued, when that fear paft they find, 
Stop on fome higher ground to look behind^ 
So, whilft through wondrous way* 

The facred army went, 4f9 

The waves afar ftood up to gaze. 
And their own rocks did reprefent. 
Solid as waters are above the firmament. 

Old Jordan^s waters to their fpring 

Start back with fudden fright j 495 

The fpring, amaz'd at fight, 
' Afks what news from fea they bring. 
The mountains fhook i and to the mountains^ M9 
Th€ little hills leapM round, themfelves to liidc j 

O 4. -t^ 
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As young affrighted Iambs, ^oo 

when they aught ditadftil fpy. 
Run- trembling to their be!plefs dams : 

The mighty fea and river, by. 
Were glad, for their excufe, to fee the hills toor fly. 

What aird the mighty fea to flee ? 505 

Or why did Jordan^s tide 
Back to his fountain glide ? 
Jordan's tide, what ailed thee ? 
Why leapM the hills ? why did the mountains fliake ? 
What aird them, their fix'd natures to forfake ? 51a 
Fly where thou wilt, O fea ! 

And Jordjin's current ceafe ! 
Jordan, there is no need of thee ; 

For at God's word, whene'er he pleafe. 
The rocks fhall weep new waters forth inftead of thefe. 

THUS fung the great Mufician to his lyre j 
-And Saul's black rage ^rew foftly to retire ; 
But Envy's fei*pent ftill with him remain'd. 
And the wife charmer's healthful voice difdain'd. 
Th' unthankful king, cur'd truly of his fit, 5ZP 

Seems to lie drown'd and buried fUll in it; 
From his paft madnefs draws this wicked ufe. 
To fm difguis'd, and murder with excufe : 
For, whilft the fearlefs youth his cure purfucs. 
And the foft medicine with kind art renews, 515 

The barbarous patient cafts at him his fpear 
(The ufual fceptre that rough hand did bear) 

Cafts 
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Cafts it with violent ftrength ; but into th' room 

An arm more ftrong and Aire than his was come 5 

An Angel, whofe tinicen and eafy might 530 

Put-by the weapon, and mifled it right. 

How vain man's powtr is ! \inlefs God command, 

'the weapon difobeys his mafter's hand j 

Happy was now the error of the blow 5 

At Giiboa it will not ferve him fo. 53 ^ 

One would have thought, Saul's fudden rage t' have 

leen. 
He had himielf by David wounded been : 
He fcom'd to leave what he did ill begin, 
And thought his honour now engagM i' th' fin 5 
A bloody troop of his own guards he fends 54-4^^ ' 

(Slaves to his will, and falfely call'd his friends) 
To mend his error by a furer blow ; 
So Saul ordain'd, but God ordatnM not fo. 
Home flies the Prince, and to his trembling wife 
Relates the new-paft hazard of his life 5 54.^ 

Which flie with decent palfion hears him tell j 
For not her own fair eyes flie lov'd fo well. 
Upon their palace'-top, beneath a row 
Of lemon-trees — which there did proudly grow. 
And with bright ftores of golden fruit repay 550 

The light they drank from the fun's neighbouring ray,— 
(A fmall, but artful Paradife) they walkM, 
And hand in hand fad gentle things they talk'd. 
Here Michal firft an armed troop efpies 
(So fjuthfttl and fo ^uick are loving eyes !} 555 

Whick 
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Which march'dy and often gli(ler*dy through a woody 

That on right-hand of her fair palace ftood $ 

She faw them ; and cryM out, ** They *re come to kill 

*' My deareft lord j Sanies fpear purfues thee ftilL 

*' Behold his wicked guards ! hafte quickly, fly ! 560 

** For Heaven^s fake, hafte ! my dear lord, do not die ! 

*' Ahy cruel father ! whofe ilUnaturM rage 

** Neither thy worth, nor marriage, can afluage t 

** Will he part thofe he joinM fo late before ? 

** Were the two-hundred forelkins worth no more ? 565 

*' He (hall not part us ;** (then (he wept between). 

** At yonder window thou may'ft 'fcape unfeen j 

** This hsind (hall let thee down ! (lay not, but hafte ; 

IP 'Tis not my ufe to fend thee hence fo faft." 

*' Be(t of all women !" he replies — and this 57© 
Scarce fpoke, (he ftops his anfwer with a kifs ; 
** Throw not away," faid (he, ** thy precious breath j 
** Thou ftay'ft too long within the reach of death." 
Timely he* obeys her wife advice ; and ft^ait 
To unjuft force (he* oppofes ju(i deceit : 575 

She meets the murderers with a virtuous lye. 
And good diflembling tears j " May he not die 
•• In quiet then ?** faid (he, " will they not give 
*' That freedom, who fo fear Ie(t he (hould live ? 
*' Ev'n Fate does with your cruelty confpire, 580 

•' And fpares your guilt, yet does what you defire. 
** Muft he not live ? for that ye need not fin ; 
** My much-wrong^ hu(band fpeechlcfs lies within, 
V And has too little left of vital breath 
" To know his murderers, or t© feel his death. 585 

•* One 
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lur will do your work '' 

wcli-governM tears dropped down apace t 
Dd forrow mingled in one face 

refiftlefs charms, that they believe, 
jnwilling aptnefs find to grieve 599 

they came for, A pale ftatne's head, 
wrapped, appeared on David^s bed 5 
rants mournful ftand, and filent, by, 
die table medicinal relics lie ; 
>fe room a well-placM taper's light 595 

becoming horror to the fight i 
th' imprcflion God prepared their fenfc j 
y, bcliev'J all this, and parted thence. 
1 attempts Saul^s unbleft anger tries, 
¥n hands deceivM, and fervants* eyes ! 690 
mnot be," fald he, " no, can it ? ftiall 
reat ten-thoufand-flayer idly fall ? 
lly rout thinks God protects him ftill j 
ody alas ! guards not the bad from ill. 
y he guard him ! may his members be 605 
ull ftrength and well-fet harmony 

frcfh body of the firft-made man 
, or fin's juft meed, Difeafe, began ! 
1 be elfe too fmall for our vaft hate ; 
e mud (hare in our revenge with Fate. 6f 
;t us have him whole 5 we elfe may fe em 
e fnatchM away but fome few days from him, 
ut that thread which would have droppM in 
' two ; 
ur great anger learn to (loop fo low ? 
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<< I know It cannoty wiU not ; him we prize '615 

<* Of our jnft wrath the folemn facrxfice, 

*' That muft not blemifliM be; let him remain 

«' Secure, and grow up to our ftroke again. 

<« 'Twill he fome pleafure then to take his breath, 

« When he ihall firive and wreftle with his death ; 620 

«' Go, let him live And yet (hall I then ftay 

<< So long ? good and great a£lions hate delay. 
«« Some fooliih piety perhaps, or he 
<* That has been ftill mine honour's enemy, 
** Samuel, may change or crols my juft intent, 625 
** And I this formal pity foon repent : 
" Befides, Fate gives him me, and whiQ)ers this, 
«« That he can fly no more, if we fliould mifs j 
*« Mifs I can we mifs again ? Go bring him ftrait, 
** Though g^fping out his foul j if the wifli'd date 63* 
" Of his accurfcd life be almoft paft, 
** Some joy 'twill be to fee him breathe his laft."' 
The troop retumM, of their (hort virtue' a(ham'd, 
Saul's courage prais'd, and their own weaknefs blam'd j. 
But when the pious fraud they underftood, 635, 

Scarce the reipe£i due to Saul's facred bloody 
Due to the facred beauty in it reign'd. 
From Michal's murder their wild rage reftrain'd. 
She 'alleg'd the holicft chains that bind a wife. 
Duty and love ; fhe alleg'd that her owa life, 640 
Had ihe refus'd that fafety to her lord. 
Would have incurred juft danger from his fword. 
Now was Saul's wrath full-grown j he takes no reft; 
Ji violent flame rolls in his troubled breaft,. 

And' 
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And in fierce lightning from his eye doe8t)reak ; 645 
Not his own favourites and beft friends dare fpcak. 
Or look on him j but, mute and trembling all. 
Fear where this cloud will burft, and thunder fall. 
So, when the pride and terror of the wood, 
A lion, prick'd with rage and want of foody 650 

Efpies out from afar fome well-fed bead. 
And bruftles up, preparing for his feall ; 
If that by fwiftnefs 'fcape his gaping jaws. 
His bloody eyes he hurls round, his fhaq> paws 
Tear up the ground ; then runs he wild about, 655 
Lafhing his angiy tail, and roaring out ; 
Beads creep into their dens, and tremble there ; 
Trees, though no wind ftirring, (hake with fear ; 
Silence and horror fill the place around ; 
Echo itfelf dares fcarce repeat the found. 660 

Midft a large wood, that joins fair Ramans town 
(The neighbourhood fair Rama's chief i-enown) 
A college ftands, where at great Prophets' feet 
The Prophets* Sons with filent diligence meet j 
By Samuel built, and moderately endowed, 66$ 

Yet more to' his liberal tongue than hands they ow'd j 
There himfelf taught, and, his blefsM voice to hear. 
Teachers themfelvesJiajLlifQU^ beneath him there. 
The houfe was a large fquare, but plain and low ; ^ 
VTik Nature's ufe Art ffarove not to outgo : 67a 

An inward fquare by well-rang'd trees was made ; 
And, midfl the friendly cover of their fhade, 
A pure, well-tafted, wholefbme fountain rofe j 
Which no vain cofl of marble did enclofc ; 

3 "^^x 
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Nor through carr'd (hapes did the forced waters pafs. 
Shapes gazing on AtmCelves V th* liquid glafs ; 
Yet the chafte ftream, that *mong loofe pebbles fell. 
For cieacnef9y thirft, religion, (erT*d as well. 
The fcholars, do^lors, and companions, here. 
Lodged all apaft in neat final 1 chambers were, 6So 
Wcll-fumifli'd chambers 5 for in each there ftood 
A narrow couch, table, and chair of wood ; 
More is but clog, where ufe does bound delight ; 

(And thofe are rich whole wealth *s proportioned^ right 
To their lift:*s form : more goods would but become 
A burden to them, and contra^ their room. 
A fecond court, more facred, ftood behind. 
Built fairer, and to nobler ufe defign^d : 
The hall and fchools one fide of it pofleft } 
The library and fynagogue the reft. 69* 

Tables of plain-cut fir, adomM the hall ^ 
And with beafts^ (kins the beds were coverM all. 
The reverend do£lors take their feats on high, 
Th* ele6l companions in their bofbms lie ; 
The fcholars far below, upon the ground, 695 

On freih-ftrew'd niflies, place themfelves around. 
With more rcfpeft the wjU and ancient lay } 
But eat not choicer herbs or bread than they, 
Nbr purer waters drank, their conftant feaft j 
But by great days, and facrifice encreas'd. 70* 

The fchools, built round and higher, at the end 
With their fair circle did this fide extend ; 
To which their fynagogue, on th' other fide. 
And to the hall their library reply'd. 

1 The 
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!be xnidft towards tbcir large gardens open lay, 70 
V admit the joys of fpring and early day* 
' xh" library a few choice authors flood ; 
Tet ^twas well-ftor*d, for that fmall ftore was good $ 
Vriting, man^s fpiritual phyiic, was not then 
»felf, as now, grown a dii'eafe of men. 710 

^earning, young Vh*gitt ! but few fuitors knew ^ 
The Common Proftitute fhe lately grew, 
\jiid with her fpurious brood loads now the prefs $ 
i^aborious effe£ls of idlenefs ! 

iere all the various forms one might behold 715 

iow letters favM themfelves from death of old ; 
Some painfully engravM in thin-wrought plates ; 
)ome cut in wood, fome Ughtlier traced on flates ; 
Some drawn on fair palm-leaves, with (hort-Uv'd toiI» 
iad not their friend the cedar lent his oil : 710 

ome vnrought in filks, fome writ in tender barks } 
>me the (harp ftyle in waxen tables marks ^ 
ime in beafts* fkins, and ibmc in Biblos* reed ;. 
tth new rude arts, which age and growth did need. 
« fchools were painted well with ufeful fkill $ 725 
rs, maps, and ftories, the learn'd wall did fUK 
Te wholefome proverbs mixM around the room>. 
e writ, and in Egyptian figures fome. 
\ all xhit noblefi: Wits of men infpir'd, 
I earth^s flight joys, and worthlefs toils, retir*d 73« 
om Samuel's fame and bounty thither lead) 
day by turns their folid knowledge read. 
ourfe and power of liars great Nathan taught, 
lome to man thofc diftant wondcrt brought ^ 
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Hon zaw'zd bedi Pcjcs vac ion's £x'd josrcej bends. 

And bonr the jtsr kis czooked walk attrwh ; 

hj wast j:i£ ieps die waiuieriii^ ligiits adTzacCp 

And wis2t eternal lEeafans gskie dieir dance : 

KciStlf a pfopbct : bur Lis k iluLCA frow'd * 

How Ixttls: of that art to dMD he ow'd. 74* 

^lalusl, tk* inferior worid's laataiic lace, 

Thrcugb all the tarns of 3»lattEr*s maze, did trace ; • 

Great Natcre^s weil-iet clock in pieces took j 

On al: th: *pr:ngs and I'oiailcft wlieds did look 

Of life and motion ; and with equal art 745 

Made up again the whole of erery port. 

The {M-ophet Gad in leamad duft deigns 

Th* immortal £blsd niies of fancyM Lines : 

Of Numbers too th* unnomberM wealth he (bows. 

And with them far their endlefs Jcumcy goes ; 75© 

NumberSy which ftiil increafe more high and wide 

From one, the root of their tum'd pyramid. 

Of Men and Ages paft Seraiah read 3 

EmbalmM in long-IivM hiitory the dead ; 

ShowM the fteep falls and (low a (cent of dates ; 755 

What wifdom and what follies make their fates. 

Samuel himlelf did God^s rich Law difplay ; 

Taught doubting men with judgment to obey ; 

And oft his raviih'd ibul, with fudden flighr, 

&ozr*d above prefent times and human Aglit. 7$» 

Thoic Arts but welcome (bangers might appear, 

Mu(ic and Verfe feem'd bom and bred-up here ; 

Scarce the bleft heaven, that rings with Angels* voice, 

Doerwith more conftant Hamony rqoice : 

The 
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The facred Mufe does hire each breall infplre ; 765 
Hefnan» and fweci-mouth'd Afaph, rule their quire j 
Both diarming poets ; and all ftrains they playM, 
By artful breath or nimble fingers made. 
The (ynagog^ue was drefs'*d with care and coft 
(The only place where that they*efteem'd not loft) j 
The glittering roof with gold did daze the view. 
The fides refrc/hM with filks of facred blue. 
Here thrice each day they i-ead their perfe6l law. 
Thrice prayers from willing Heaven a blefiing draw ; 
Thrice in glad hymns, fwell'd with the Great One's praifc. 
The pliant voice on her feven fteps they raife, 
Whilft all th* enlivened inftruments around 
To the juft feet with various concord found j 
Such things were Mufes then, contemnM low earth ; 
Decently proud, and mindful of their birth. 780 

*Twas God himfelf that here tun'd every tongue 5 \ 
And gratefully of him alone they fung : i 

They fung how God fpoke-out the world's vaft ball { 
From nothing, and from no-where, call'd forth all. 
Vo Nature yet, or place for 't to poflfefs, 785 

But an unbottomM gulph of emptinefs : 
Full of Himfelf, th' Almighty fate, his own 
Palace, and without folitude alone. 
But he was goodnefs whole, and all things wiird 5 
Which, ere they were, his aftive word fulfillM ; 790 
And their aftoniih'd heads o' th' fudden rear'd j 
An unlhap'd kind of fomething firft appeared, 
Confefling its new being, and undreft, 
As if it ftepp'd in hatfc before the reft. 
Vol. IL H X*v> 
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Yet, buried in this Matter's darkfome womb, y^$ 

Lay the rich feeds of every thing to come z 

From hence the chearful Flame leap'd up fo high | 

Clofe at its heels the nimble Air did fly } 

Dull Earth with his own weight did downwards pierce 

To the fix'd navel of the univerfe, Spo 

And was quite loft in waters 5 till God faid 

To the proud Sea, ** Shrink-in your infolent head* 

<« See how the gaping Earth has made you place !'* 

That durft not murmur, but (hrunk in apace : 

Since when, his bounds are fet ; at which in vain 805 

He foams, and rages, and turns back again. 

With richer ftuffhe bade Heaven's fabric (hine,j 

And from him a quick fpring of light divine 

Sweird up the Sun, from whence his cheriihing flame 

Fills the whole world, like Him from whom it came. 

He fmooth'd the rough-caft Moon's imperfeft mould. 

And comb'd her beamy locks with facred gold j 

** Be thou," faid he, " queen of the mournful night,'* 

And as he fpoke, flie 'arofe clad o'er in light. 

With thoufand ftars attending on her train } 815 

With her they rife, with her they fet again. 

Then Herbs peep'd forth, new Trees admiring ftood. 

And fmelling Flowers painted the infant wood. 

Then flocks of Birds through the glad air did flee. 

Joyful, and fafe before man's luxury, Z%% 

Singing their maker in their untaught lays : 

Nay, the mute Fifli witnefs no lefs his praife ; 

For thofe he made, and cloath'd with iilver fcalet. 

From minnows, to thofe living iflands, whales. 

B€afl$ 
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]Betfts too were his command t what could he more? 
YeSy Man he could, the hond of all before $ 
In him he all things with flrange order hurlM ; 
In him, that full abridgment of the world. ^ 

This, and much more of God's great works they told 5 
His mercies, and fome judgments too, of old : 830 

How, when all earth was deeply ftain'd in fin. 
With an impetuous noife the waves came rufhing in : 
Where birds erewhile dwelt and fecurely fung. 
There fifli (an unknown net) entangled hung : 
The face of ihipwreck'd Nature naked lay j 835 

The funpeep'd forth, and beheld nought but fea. 
This men forgot, and burnt in luft again; 
Till (bowers, ftrange as their fin, of fiery rain 
And fcalding brimftone, dropp'd on Sodom's head '; 
Alive, they felt thofe flames they fry-in dead* 840 
No better end rafti Pharaoh's pride befel. 
When wind and fea wag'd war for Ifrael : 
nk his gilt chariots amaz'd fifties fatj 
And grew with corpfe of wretched princes fat j 
The waves and rocks half-eaten bodies ftain ; 84.5 

Nor was it fince call'd the Red-fea in v&in.^ 
Much too they told of faithful Abram's fame. 
To whofc bleft paflage they owe ftill their name : 
Of Mofes much, and the great feed of Nun > 
VXhat wonders they performed, whatlands they won j. 
How many kings they flew, or captive brought ; 
They held the fwords, but God and angels fought. 

That gain'd they the wife-fpending of their days 5 
And their wh»le life was their dear Maker' ^ ^i^\fe. 

Ha ^^ 
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No minute's reft, no fwifteft thought, they fold ^$'$ 

To that beloyed-pll^ue of mankind, gokl ; 

Gold, for which all mankind with greater pains 

Labour towards hell, then thofe who dig its veins. 

Their wealth was the contempt of it ; which more 

They valued than rich fools the fhining orey S4o 

The filk-worms' precious death they fcorn'd to wear« 

Ahd Tyrian dye appeared but fordid there. 

Honour, which fince the price of fouls blecame^ 

Seem'd to thcfc great-ones a low idle name. 

Inftead of down, hard beds they chofe to have, 865 

Such as might bid them not forget their grave. 

Their board difpeopled no full element. 

Free Nature's bounty thriftily they fpent. 

And fpar'd the ftock j nor could their bodies fay 

We owe this crudenefs t' excefs yefterday. 87CI 

Thus fouls live cleanly, and no foiling fear. 

But entertain their welcome Maker there; 

The fenles perform nimbly what they *re bid. 

And honeftly, nor are by Reafon chid ; 

And, when the down of lleep does foftly fall, 875 

Their dreams are heavenly then, and myfticalj 

With hally wings time prefcnt they outfly. 

And tread the doubtful maze of deftiny ; 

There walk, and fport among the years to come. 

And with quick eye pierce every caufe's womb. 880 

Thus thefe wife faints enjoy'd their little all. 

Free from the fpite of much-miftaken Saul 1 

For, if man's life we in juft balance weigh, 

David deferv'd his envy Icfs than they. 

Of 
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Of this retreat the hunted Prihee makes choice, ' Zt$ 
Adds to their ^hoir his noisier lyre and voice. 
But long unknown ev*n here he could not lie ; 
So bright his luftre» Co quick £avy*s eye ! 
Th* offended troop, whom he efcap'd before, 
Purfue him ber^, and fear mtftakes no more : 89a 

BelDv^d revenge freih rage to them affords ; 
Sofiie part t>f him all promife to their fwords. 

They came, hut a new fpirit their hearts podlbft. 
Scattering a lacred calm through every breaft : 
The fvnvws of their brow, fo rough erewhile, S95 
Sink down into the dimples of a fmile ; 
Thehr cooler veins fwell with a peaceful tide. 
And the diafte ftrearas with even current glide ; 
A fudden day breaks gently through their eyes. 
And noming-bluflies in their cheeks arife t 90% 

The thoughts of war, of blood, and murther, ceafe i 
In peaceful tunes they* adore the God of peace ! 
New melTengers twice more the tyrant fent. 
And was twice more mock*d with the fame event : 
His heigh teuM rage no longer brooks delay ; 905 

It fends him there hirofelf : but on the way 
His foolifh anger a wife fury grew. 
And ble/fings from his mouth unbidden flew : 
His kingly robes he laid at Naioth down, 
Began to underftand, and fcorn, his crown i 9i« 

EmployM his mounting thoughts on nobler things. 
And felt more folid joys than empire brings ; 
EmbracM his wondering fon, and on his head. 
The balm of all pail wounds, kind ttars> \it ^^^. 

H 3 %o 
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So coretoos Balaam, with a fond intent 915 

Of curfing the bleft feed, to Moab went t 
But as he wcnt» his fatal tongve to fell. 
His afs taught him to fpeak, God to (peak well* 

** How comely are thy tents, oh Uhiel !** 
(Thus he began) ** what conqoefts they foretel 1 ^t9 
'* Lefs fair are orchards in their autumn pride, 
'' AdomM with trees on fome fair river^s fide | 
*' Lefs fair are Tallies, their green mantlet fyrttd I 
** Or mountains with tall cedars on their head I 
«« *Twas God himfelf (thy God who mnft not fear?) 
** Brought thee from bondage to be mafler here* 
** Slaughter ihall wear out thefe, new weapons ge^ 
*^ And death in triumph on thy darts ihall fit* 
** When Judah*s lion ftarts up to his prey, 
<* The beads fliall hang their ears, and creep tway^ 
** When he lies down> the woods fliall filence keep, 
*' And. dreadful tigers tremble at his fleep. 
** Thy curfers, Jacob ! fliall twice curfed be j 
** And he fliall blefs himieif that bleifes theeP 
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CONTENTS. 

The friendfliip betwixt Jonathan and David ; and up- 
on that occafion a digreffion concerning the nature of 
Love. A difcourfe between Jonathan and David ; 
upon which the latter abfents himfelf from co\irt, 
and the former goes thither, to inform himfelf of 
Saurs refolution. The feaft of the New- Moon j the 
manner of the celebration of it ; and therein a di- 
greflion of the hiftory of Abraham, Saul's fpecch 
upon David's abfence from the feaft, and his anger 
againft Jonathan. David's refolution to fly away ; 
he parts with Jonathan, and falls adeep under a tree. 
A defcription of Phanly 5 an angel makes up a vi- 
iion in David's head ; the viiion itfelf, which is, a 

. prophecy of all the fuccefiion of his race till Chrift's 
time, with their moft remarkable actions. At his 
awaking, Gabriel aifumes an human (hape, and con- 
firms to him the truth of his viiion. 

BU T now the early birds began to call 
The morning forth ; up rofe the fun and Saul $ 
Both» as men thought, rofe frefh from fweet repofe j 
But both> alas ! from re/^Iefs labouv« roCt ; 
114 
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1 or in Saul's breaft, envy, the toilfome fm, 5 

Had all that night a6live and tyrannous been : 

She exfJeirdAll fonns of Jcindsefs, virtue, grace) 

Of the paft day no footftep left or trace ; 

The new-blown fparks of his old rage appear. 

Nor could his love dwell longer with his fear. 1© 

So near a ftorm wife I>avid would not ftay. 

Nor truft the glittering of a faithlefs dayj 

lie Taw the fun call in his beams apace. 

And angry clouds march up into their place ; 

'J'he fea itfelf fmooths his rough brow awhile* 15 

Flattering the greedy merchant with a fmile $ 

But he, whofe (hipwreckM bark it drank before. 

Sees the deceit, and knows it would have iqore. 

Such is the Tea, and fuch was Saul. 

But Jonathan, his ion, and only good, to 

Was gentle as fair Jordan's ufeful flood ; 

Whofe innocent ftream, as it in filence goes, 

Frcfli honours and a fudden fpnng beftows. 

On both his banks, to every flower and tree ; 

The manner how lies hid, th' effect we fee. 25 

But more than all, more than himfelf, he lov'd 

The man whofe worth liis father's hatred mov'd; 

For, when the noble youth at Daramin ftood, 

Adorn'd with fweat, and painted gay with blood» 

Jonathan pierc'd him through with gi-eedy eye, 30 

And underflood the future majefty 

Then deflin'd in the glories of bis look ; 

He faw, and fti-ait was with amazement ftrookj 

To 



DAVIDEIS. l^ooK II. 10^ 

the ftrength, the feature, and the grace 
^oung limbs : he faw his comely face, 35 

love and reverence fo well mingled wercj 
rad, already crown'd with golden hair : 
what mildnefs his bold fpirit did tame, 
: than light, yet powerful as a flame : 
his valour, by their fafety provM 5 40 

all this, and as he faw, he lov*d. 
.t art thou. Love ! thou great myfterious thing I ^ 
irhat hid ftock does thy ftrange nature fpring ? 
ou that mpv'ft the world through every part, 
jld'ft the vaft frame clofe, that nothing ftart 45 
he due place and office firft ordainM $ 
: were all things made, and are fuftainM. 
tnes we fee thee fully, and can fay 
lence thou took'ft.thy rife, and went'ft that way; 
tcner the (hort beams of Reafon's eye 5^ 

y There thou art, nqt How, nor Why, 
the loadftone, Nature^s fubtle pride, 
i-ude iron wooM, and made a bride ? 
as the weapon wounded ? what hid flame 
ong and conquering metal overcame ? 55 

:his world's grace) exalts his natural ftate ; 
8 thee. Love I and feels no more his weight. 
Tied heads, whom ivy garlands grace, 
ocs that twining plant the oak embrace ? 
k, for courtfbip moft of all unflt, 60 

ugh as are the winds that fight with it ? 
les the abfent pole the needle iQQve } 
>es 1^9 cold axid ice beget hot love ? 
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Whicli are the wiogs of lightsefs to afcend f 

Or wfajT docs weight to th^ centre downwards bend? 65 

Thus creatures void of life obey tfay laws. 

And leldooi we, dier nerer, know the canfe. 

In thy large ftate. Life gives tlie next degree. 

Where Senfe, and Good Apparent, places diee | 

But thy chief palace is man*s heart alone, 70 

Here are thy triumphs and full glories (hown ; 

Handibme Defires, and Reft, about thee flee. 

Union, Inherence, Zeal, and Extafy. 

Thoufand with joys clufter around thine head, 

0*er which a galUleis dove her wings does fpread ; 75 

A gentle lamb, purer and whiter far 

Than confciences of thine own martyrs are. 

Lies at thy feet ; and thy right-hand does hold 

The myftic fceptre of a crofs of gold. 

Thus doft thou fit (like men ere fin had framed So 

A guilty blu(h} naked, but not alhamM. 

What caufe then did the fabulous ancients find. 

When firft their fuperftition made thee blind ? 

'Twas they, alas ! 'twas they who could not fee. 

When they miftook that monfter Luft for thee. S5 

Thou art a bright, but not confuming flame; 

Such in th* amazed bufli to Mofes came ; 

When that fecure its new-crownM head did rear. 

And chid the trembling branches* needlefs fear. 

Thy darts of healthful gold, and downwards fall, 90 

Soft as the feathers that tlicy 're fletch*d withal. 

Such, and no other, were thofe fecret darts. 

Which fwectly touchM this nobleft pak of hearts } 

StUl 
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to one end they both fo juftly drew, 
9urteous doves together yokM would do s 55 

reight of birth did on one fide prevail, 
twhit lefs even lie in Nature^s fcale ; 
r mingled fates, and both in each did fhare, 
r both were fervants, they both princes were. 
y joy to one of them was fent, too 

18 moft hts, to whom it lead was meant ; 
Fortune*8 malice betwixt both was croft, 
ftriking one, it wounded th' other moft. , 

r did marriage fuch true union find, 
len^t defires with fo glad violence bindj 20|. 

there is ftill fome tin^re left of fin, 
ftill the fex will needs be (lealing-in. 
!e joys are full of drofs, and thicker far | 
e, without matter, clear and liquid are. 
facred love does heaven^s bright Spirits fill, i to 
re love it but to underftand and will 
1 fwift and unfeen motions ; fuch as we 
:what exprefs in heightened charity. 
bleft One ! whofe love on earth became 
ire that ftill in heaven ^tis but the fame 1 1V5 

ie now ye fit, and with mixt fouls embrace, 
ng upon great Love*8 myfterious face ; 
pity this bafe world, where friendftiip *t made 
it For fin, or elfe at beft a trade. 
ivondrous Prince ! who a true friend could*ftbe, i«« 
n a crown flatterM, and Saul threatened thee ! 
> held*ft him dear, whofe ftars thy birth did croit ! 
lKiii£^*ft him nobly at a kingdom* t \o(%V 
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Ifracrs bright fccptrc far lefs gloiy brings § 

There have been fewer fiiends on earth than kingjL. SS5 

To this ftrangc pitch their high afie^ons flew. 
Till Nature*s felf fcarce look'd on them as two. 
Hither flies David for advice and aid. 
As fwift as love and danger could perfwade : 
As fafe in Jonathan's tnift his thoughts remain 130 
As when himfelf but dreams them o'er again. 

" My dcareft lord, farewell !'• faid he, « farewell ! 
** Heaven blefs the king ! maj no misfortune tell 
*' Th' injuftice of his hate when I am dead ! 
** They 're coming now, perhaps ; my guUtlefs head 
** Here in your fight, perhaps, muft bleeding lie, 
*' And fcarce your own ftand fafe for being nigh. 
** l^nk me not fcar'd with death, howe'er 't appear $ 
" I know thou canft not think fo : 'tis a fear 
•* From which thy love and Dammin fpeaks me free 5 
** I 've met him face to face, and ne'er could fee 
** One terror in his looks to make me fly 
** When Virtue bids me fland; but I would die 
*« So as becomes my life, fo as may prove 
** Saul's malice, and at leaft excufe your love.** 145 

He ftopt, and fpoke fome paflion with his eyes j 
«* Excellent friend !" the gallant Prince replies, 
** Thou haft fo prov'd thy virtues, that they 're known 
" To all good men, more than to each his own. 
** Who lives in Ifrael, that can doubtful be 150 

«' Of thy great aft ions ? for he lives by thee. 
** Such is thy valour, and thy vaft fuccefs, 
«< That all things but thy loyalty are lefs. 

«' A id, 
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« Whofe headfbrong will no law or confcience daxint, 
" Dares he not fin, do* you think^ without your grant? 
•« Yes, if the truth of our fixM love he knew, 
** He would not doubt, believ't, to kill ev'n you«** 

The Prince is movM, and (bait prepares to find 
The deep refolves of his griev'd father*s mind : 
The danger now appears. Love can foon fliow % 229 
And force his ftubbom piety to know 't. 
They* agree that David fliould conceafd abide. 
Till his great friend had the Court's temper try'd 5 
Till he had Saul's moft fecret purpofe found. 
And fearch'd the depth and rancour of his wound. 225 

*Twas the year's feventh-born moon, the folemn feail 
That with moft noife its facred mirth exprefs'd. 
From opening morn till night (huts in the day. 
On trumpets and (hrill horns the Levites play. 
Whether by this in myftic type we fee 230 

The New-year's-day of great eternity,. 
When the chang'd moon (hall no more changes make, 
And fcatterM deaths by trumpets* found awake | 
Or that the Law be kept in memory ftill, 
Given with like noife on Sinai's Oiining hillj 235 

Or that (as fome men teach) it did arife 
From faithful Abram's righteous facriiice. 
Who, whilfl the Ram on Ifaac's fire did fry. 
His horn with joyful tunes flood founding by. 
Obfcure the caufe $ but God his will declared, 24# 
And all nice knowledge then with eafe is fpar'd. 
At the third hour Saul to the hallowM tent, 
*Midft a large train of priefts and courtier $> went; 

3 T^^"^ 
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The firrsd herd niirdi"d prsud acd lofiir 07 i 

Too fat and gay to think their dsadu fo mgli, 145 

fUrd fate of bcaltf , mere icsocent than we ! 

Prty to oar luzurr, and our piety I 

Whofe gQiltlers bloody on boairds and altars fpilt, 

Serres bodi to make, and ezjnate tooj onr guilt I 

Three bullocks of tree neck, two gQdcd ramSy ^50 

Two weli-waih''d goats, and fbmteen ipodefs lambsj 

With the three vital finxts, inne, oUp and breid, 

(Small fees to Heaiven of all by which we *re fed I) 

Are ofisr'd up ; the hallowM flames ariie. 

And faithful prayers mount with them to the ikies« %$$ 

From thence the king to th* outmoft court is brought. 

Where heavenly things an inlpirM prophet uiight } 

Acd ^om the (acred tent to* his palace gates. 

With glad kind (houts th* alTembly on him waits s 

The chtarfui horns before him loudly play, s6o 

And frcfli-ftrew'd flowers paint his triumphant way. 

Thus ill flow ftate to th' palace-hall they go, 

Kich dreft for folemn luxury and fliow : 

I'en pieces of bright tapeftry hung the room. 

The noblcft work e'er ftrctch'd on Syrian loom, 165 

For wealthy Adriel in proud Sidon wrought. 

And given to Saul when Saurs beft gift he fought. 

The bright-ey'd Mcrab ; for that mindful day 

No ornament fo proper fecmM as they. 

There all old Abram's flory you might fec| 170 
And llill fome angel bore him company. 
His painful, but well-guided, travels fhow 
The fate of all his fons, the Church below. 

/ Here 
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Here beauteous Sarah to great Pharaoh came. 
He bluihM with fudden paffion, (he with fhame ; 175 
Troubled /he feemM, and labouring in the ftrife 
'Twixt her own honour and her hulfband's lifch 
Here on a conquering ho(l, that carelefs lay, 
Drown'd in the joys of their new-gotten prey. 
The Patriarch falls ; well-mingled might you fee i%% 
The confus'd marks of death and luxury. 
In the next piece, bleft Salem's myftic king 
Does facred prefents to the vi6lor bring ; 
Like him whofe type he bears, his rights receives ; 
Striftly requires his due, yet freely gives ; 285 

Ev'n in his port, his habit, and his face, 
The mild and great, the prieft and prince, had place. 
Here all their ftarry ho(l the heavens difplay ; 
And lo! an heavenly youth, more fair than they, 
Leads Abram forth 5 points upwards 5 " Such," faid he, 
** So bright and numberlefs, thy feed fhall be." 
Here he with God a new alliance makes. 
And in his flefli the marks of homage takes : 
And here he three myfterious perfons fcafts. 
Well paid with joyful tidings by his guefts: 195 

Here for the wicked town he prays, and near 
Scarce did the wicked town through Aames appear | 
And all his fate, 'and all his deeds, were wrought. 
Since he from Ur to Ephron^s cave was brought. 
But none '^mongft all the forms drew then their eyes 300 
Like faithful Abram's righteous facrifice : 
The fad old ttmn mounts (lowly to the place. 
With Nature^s power triumphant m his face 
Vol. II. I O^rc 
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V\t the Mind's couiv.g. ; fo:, m ipirc c: all, 

k\t.iu his iwoln eye*, icfilticis v.-:i:crs> t^W. 305 

I'hi innocent boy liis- cr;ie! bi;:tl:tr. bcrs 
^^ t.*-. i:n.*ii;i;; looks, r»rii :c:ri^::rriC5 v.i'.k.'*': b^tcrc, 

".• I ■- ■•:^:::•"•c^i :urT.\i :. i...ii : :l^^ vc \v..s niiic 

»• i«''^'*-7''.''w^'. r.ir-''»r~. ."».'» 3^ 
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Well might that beauteous ore the grape cxprefs. 
Which does weak man intoxicate no lefs. 335 

Of the fame wood the gilded beds were made, 
And on them large embroider'd carpets laid. 
From Egypt, the rich Ihop of follies, brought 5 
But aits of pride all nations foon are taught. 
Behold feven comely blooming youths appear, 34^ 
And in their hands feven filver wafh-pots bear, 
CurPd, and gay clad ; the cholceft fons that be 
Of Gibeon's race, and flaves of high degree I 
Seven beauteous maids march'd foftly in behind ; 
Bright fcarfs their cloaths, their hairfrefh garlands, bind^ 
And, whilft the princes wafli, they on them (tied 
Rich ointments, which their coftly odours fpread 
O'er the whole room 5 from their fmall prifons free. 
With fuch glad hafte through the wide air they flee. 
The king was plac'd alone, and o'er his head 35© 

A well -wrought heaven of filk and gold was fpread. 
Azure the ground, the fun in gold fhone bright. 
But pierc'd the wandering clouds with filver light. 
The right-hand bed the king's three fons did grace, 
The<third was Abncr's, Adriel's, David's, place ; 355 
And twelve large tables more were fiil'd below. 
With the prime men Saul's court and camp could iliow $, 
The palace did with mirth and mufic founds 
And the crown'd goblets nimbly mov'd around ; 
But, thouigh bright joy in every guefl did (hine, 369 
The plenty, (late, mufic, and fpriteful wint. 
Were loft on Saulj an angry care did dwell 
ia hit duk breaft, and all gay forms expel. 

1 z "Dvjv^^* 



m6 COWLEY'S POEMS. 

David's iinufual ab fence from the fcaft 
To his fick fpirit did jealous thoughts fuggjft t ^6$ 
Long lay he ftill, nor drank, nor eat, nor fpoke, 
And thus at laft his troubled filence broke : 

« Where can he be ?*' faid he : " it muft be fo :** 
With that he paus'd a while. *« Too weU we know 
«* His boundlcfs pride : he grieves, and hates to fee 370 
*' The folemn triumphs of my court and me. 
*• Believe me, friends, and truft what I can ihow 
* * From thoufand proofs 5 th' ambitious David now 
** Does thofe vaft things in his proud foul defign 
*« Thit too much bufmefs give for mirth or wine. 375 
** He 's kindling now, perhaps, rebellious fire 
** Among the tribes, and does ev'n now confpire 
** Againft my crown, and all our lives ; whilft we 
«« Are loth ev'n to fufpeft, what we might fee. 
*• By the Great Name, *tis true," 3S0 

With that he ftrook the board ; and no man there 
But Jonathan durft undertake to clear 
The blamelefs Prince ; and fcarce ten words he fpokCj 
When thus his fpeech th' enraged tjTant broke: 

«* Difloyal wretch ! thy gentle mother's fhame ! 385 
** Whofe cold pale ghoft ev'n blufhes at thy name ! 
<* Who fears, left her chafte bed ftiould doubted be, 
<* And her white fame ftain'd by black deeds of thee ! 
« Canft thou be mine ? a crown fometimes docs bire 
** Ev'n fons againft their parents to confpire j ^^% 

*« But ne'er did ftory yet, or fable, tell 
«« Of one fo wild, who, merely to rebel, 

<« Qwtted 
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** Quitted th' unqueftionM birthright of a tlirone, 
« And bought his father's ruin with his own. 
«* Thou nced'ft not plead th' ambitious youth's defence | 
*« Thy crime clears his, and makes that innocence: 
*< Nor can his foul ingratitude appear, 
** Whilft thy unnatural guilt is plac'd fo near. 
'* Is this that noble friend(hip you pretend ? 
** Mine, thine own, foe — and thy worft enemy's friend f 
** If thy low fpirit can thy great birthright quit, 
" The thing 's but juft, fo ill deferv'ft thou it. 
*' I, and thy brethren here, have no fuch mind j 
** Nor fuch prodigious worth in David find, 
** That' we to him (hould our juft rights refign, 495 
** Or think God's choice not made fo viell as thine. 
<< Shame of thy houfe and tribe ! hence, from mine eye, 
•* To thy falfe friend, and fervile mailer, fly § 
** He 's ere this time in arms expelling thee ; 
** Hafte, for thofe arms are rais'd to ruin roe ! 41^ 
** Thy fin that way will nobler much appear, 
'^ Than to remain his fpy and agent here. 
" When I think this. Nature, by thee forfook, 
'< Forfakes me too/* With that his fpear he took 
To ftrike at him 1 the mirth and mufic ceafe ^ 415 

Tlic guefts all rife this fiidden ftorm t* appeafe : 
The Prince his danger, and his duty, knew $ 
And low he bowM, and filently withdrew. 

To David ftrait, who in a foreft nigh 
Waits \m advice, the royal friend does fly. 41^ 

Th0 (ble advice bow, like the danger, clear, 
Waty in fome foreign land this ftorm t^ outwear. 

I 3 ^^^ 
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All marks of comely grief in both arc fecn j 

And mournful kind difcourfes pafs'd between. 

Now generous tears their hafty tongues reftrain, 425 

Now they begin, and talk all o'er again : 

A reverent oath of conftant love they take^ 

And God's high name their dreaded witnefs make ; 

Not that at all their faiths could doubtful prove ; 

But 'twas the tedious zeal of endlefs love. 439 

Thus, -ere they part, they the (hort time beftow 

In all the pomp fricndfliip and grief could (how: 

And David now, with doubtful cares opprefs'd. 

Beneath a (hade borrows fome little reft ; 

When, by command divine, thick mifts arifc, 43^ 

And flop the f«ife, and clofc the conqucr'd eyes. 

There is a place which man moft high doth rear. 

The Small World's heaven, where Reafon moves the 

fj>here : 
Here, in a robe which does all colours fliow 
(Th' envy of birds, and the clouds' gaudy bow) 440 
Phanfy, wild dame, with much lafcivious pride. 
By twin-camelions drawn, docs gaily ride ; 
Her coach there follows, and throngs round about 
Of ihapes and airy forms an endlefs rout : 
A Tea rolls on with haniilefs fury here ; 44J 

Strait 'tis fi field, and trees and herbs appear % 
Here in a moment are valt armies made. 
And a quick fcene of war and blood dilplay'd 1 
Here fparkling wines, and brighter maids, come in. 
The bawds for Senfe and lying baits of Sin ; 450 

Some 
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Some things arife of ftrange and quarreling kind. 

The forepart lion, and a fnake behind : 

Here golden mountains fwell the covetous place. 

And centaurs ride themfelves, a painted race* 

Of thefe (light wonders Nature fees the (lore, 455 

And only then accounts herfelf but poor. 

Hither an Angel comes, in David's trance. 
And (inds them mingled in an antique dance ; 
Of all the numerous forms fit choice he takes. 
And joins them wi(ely, and this vifion makes :— « 469 

Firft David there appears in kingly ftate, 
Whilft the twelve tribes his dread commands await j 
Strait to the wars with his join'd ftrength he goes. 
Settles new friends, and frights his ancient foes. 
To Solima, Canaan's old head, they came 4(5 

(Since high in note, then not unknown to fame) ; 
The blind and lame th' undoubted wall defend. 
And no new wounds or dangers apprehend : 
The bufy image of great Joab there 
Difdains the mock, and teaches them to fear : 470 

He climbs the airy walls, leaps raging down, 
fteW-mintcd (hapcs of (laughter fill the town : 
They curfe the guards their mirth and bravery chofe j 
All of them now are ftain, or made like thole. 
Far through an inward fcene an army lay, 475 

W hich w idi full banners a fair Filh difplay : 
From Sidon plains to happy Egypt's coaft 
They feera all met 5 a vaft and warlike hoft \ 
Thither haftes David, to his dcftin'd prey. 
Honour and noble danger lead the way ^ ^Sd 

1 4. 'X^N*^ 
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The confcious trees fliook with a reverent fear 
Their unblown tops ; God walk'd before him thwc^^ » 
Slaughter the weary'd Riphaims' bofoni fills $ n^ : 
Dead corpfe embofs the vale with little hills. 
On th* other fide^ Sophenes^ mighty king 4^5 

Numberlcfs troops of the bleft Eaft does bring i 
Twice are his men cut off, and chariots ta'^en ^ 
Damafcus and rich Adad help in vain. 
Here Nabathssan troops in battle iland. 
With all the lufty youth of Syrian knd ^ 4^ 

Undaunted Joab ruflies oa with lpeed» 
Gallantly mounted on his fiery fteed ) r 

He hews down all, and deals his deaths around | 
. The Syrians leave, or poflfefs dead, the gr<Hind» 
P».th' other wing do«s brave Abilhai ride, 495 • 

Keeking in blood and duA; ; on eveiy fide 
The perjur'd fons of Ammon quit the field ; 
Some bafely die, and fome more bafely yield. 
Through a thick wood the wretched Hanun flies. 
And far mojre juftly then fears Hebrew fpies. 50^ 

Moloch, t^ieir bloody God, thruih out his head. 
Grinning through a black cloud: him they *d lon^fKl 
In his feven chambers ; and he dill did eat 
Kcw-roafted babes, his dear, delicious meat. 
Again they 'arife, more anger'd than difimay'd j fOf 
Euphrates and fwift Tygris* fends them aid : 
In vain they fend it, for again they 're (lain. 
And feail tht greedy bird^ on Relay plain. 
Here .Rabba with proud towers affronts the fky» 
And round about-gro^t. Joab*8 trenches U« t 510 

Tbcy 
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They force the walls, aad fack the helpiefsi town j 
On DaTid*& head (hiBes Ammon^s ma/Ty crown. 
Midft various torments the eurs'd race expires ; 
David himielf hi« fevcre wrath admires. -/ ^ V 

Next upon liraert throne does Waveiy iit ^x^ 

A comely youth eftdow'd with wondious wit. 
Far from the patched Line a royal damey 
To hear his tongue and boMi^dlefs wiidom, came : 
She carried back in her triumphant womb 
The glorious dock of thouTand kings to coir>e. 520 
Here brighteft forms his pomp and v/ealth difplay> 
Here they a temple's vafl foundations lay \ 
A mighty work ! and with fit glories fiird 
For God t^ enbabity and that king to build. 
Some from the quanies hew out maffy ftone, 515, 

Some draw it up with cranes \ fome breathe and groan 
In order o'er the anvil \ fomc cut down 
Tall cedars» the provd noountains' ancient crown ; 
Some carve the trunks, and breathing fhapes beftow. 
Giving the trees more life than when they grow : 53a 
But, oh, alas I what fudden cloud is fpread 
About this glorious king's eclipfed bead ? 
It all his fame benights, and all his dore. 
Wrapping him round 5 and now he 's fecn no more I 

When ftrait his fon appears, at Sichem crownM, 535 
With young and beedlefs council circled round } 
Unfcemly obje^l 1 but a falling ilate 
Has always its own errors join'd with Fate. 
Ten tribes at once foriake the Jeffian throne, 
Aad bold Adoram at his meil^ ftone \ 549. 
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«« Bretiiren of Urad !** — more he fun would Ciy, 

Bat a flint flopped his mouth, and fpeech, i* th* way. 

Here this fond king^s dilafien bnt b^;in. 

He *s deftinM to more flame by* his father^t fin : 

Snfiick comes op, and under his command C4.C 

A dreadful army from fcorch*d Afric^s fand^ 

As numberleis as that : all is his prey. 

The templets (acred wealth they bear away : 

Adrazar^s fliields and golden lofs they take : 

Bv*n David in his dream does fweat and fliake. 559 

Thus fails this wretched prince ; his loins appear 

Of lefs weight now than 80101000"$ fingers were. 

Abijah next feeks IfracI to regain, 
And wafti in feas of blood his father's ftain : 
Ne'er faw the aged fun fo crael fight ; ^^j 

Scarce faw he this, but hid his bafhful light. 
Nebat's curs'd fon fled with not half his men ; 
Where were his gods of Dan and Bethel then ? 
Yet could not this the fatal ftrife decide ; 
Cod puhilh'd one, but blefs'd not th' other fide. 5^9 

A fan, a juft and virtuous prince, fucceeds, * 
High-rais'd by fame for great and godly deeds : 
He cut the folemn groves where idols llood. 
And facrific'd the gods with their own wood : 
He vanquifh'd thus the proud weak powers of hell j 565 
Before him next their doating fervants fell : 
So huge an hoft of Zerah's men he flew, 
As made ev'n that Arabia Defert too. 
Why fearM he then the perjur'd Baaiha's fight ? 
Or bought the dangerous aid of Syrians' might ? 579 
1 Con^uert, 
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Conqueft> Heaven's gift, cannot by man be fold ; 
Alas ! wl^t weaknefs trufts he ? Man and gold. 

Next Jofaphat poffefsM the royal ftate 
(An happy prince, well worthy of his fate) ; 
His oft oblations, on God's altar made, 575 

With thoufand flocks and thqufand herds are paid, 
Arabian tribute ! What mad troops are thofe, 
Thofe mighty troops that dare to be his foes ! 
He prays them dead : with mutual wounds they fall ; 
One fury brought, one fury flays, them all, 5$* 

Thus fits he ftill, and fees himfelf to win ; 
Never o'crcomc but by 's friend Ahab's fln j 
On whofe difguife Fates then did only look 5 
And had almoft their God's command mi (look : 
Him from whofe danger Heaven fecurely brings, 585 
And for his fake two ripely wicked kings. 
Their armies languirti, burnt with third at Seir; 
Sighs all their cold, tears all their moifture, there 5 
They fix their greedy eyes on th' empty flcy, 
And fancy clouds, and fo become more dry : 599 

Eliflia calls for waters from afar 
To come } Eliflia calls, and here they are : 
In helmets they quaff round the welcome flood 5 
And the dccreafe repair with Moab's blood. 
Jehoram next, and Ochoziah, throng 59^ 

Forjudah's fceptre 5 both fliort-liv'd too long. 
A Woman too from muither title claims ; 
Both with her fins and fex the crown flie fliames t 
Proud, ciiried woman ! but her fall, at lafl. 
To doubting mfn clears Heaven^for what was pafl. 609 
• ^^^^ 
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Joas at f.rft dees bn^bt smd giorious ihow i 

In life'f freih morn bis fame did eariy crow } 

Fair was the proiuiie cf his dawning ny. 

But Prophets' angr\' blood o'ercaft his day $ 

From thence his clouds, from thence his ftonns^ begin ) 

It cries aloud, and twice lets Aram in. 

So Amaziah lives, fo ends bis reign ; 

Both by their traiterous fervants jullly (lain. 

Edom at firfl dreads bis victorious hand, 

^cfore him thoufand captives trembling ftand ; 6ia^ 

Down a deep precipice, down be calls them all. 

The mimic (hapes in feveral poAures fall : 

But then (mad fool !) he does thofe Gods adore 

Whichy when pluck'd down, had woHhip'd him before! 

Thus all bis life to come is lofs and fliame i 615 

No help from gods, who themfelves help'd not, came. 

All this Uzziah's ftrength and v/it repairs. 
Leaving a well-built greatnefs to his heirs i 
Till leprous fcurf, o'er bis whole body caft. 
Takes him at firft from men, from earth at laiL 6ao 
As virtuous was bis fon, and happier far $ 
Buildings bis peace, and trophies grac'd his war. 
But Achaz heaps up fins, as if he meant 
To make bis worft forefathers innocent : 
He burns bis fon at Hinnom, whilft around 615 

The roaring cbUd drums and loud trumpets found i 
This to the boy a barbarous mercy grew. 
And fnatcb'd him from all his miferies to enfue. 
Here Peca comes, and hundred thoufands fallj 
Here ReuA marches up, and fwecps up all } 63c- 

Till, 
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Till, like t fca, the great Belochus' Ton 

Breaks upon both, and both does over-rtifi $ 

The laft of Adad's ancient ftock is flain, 

Ifrael captiv'd, and rich Damafcos ta*en : 

All this wild rage to revenge Judah's wrong j ^35 

But woe to kingdoms that have friends too ftrong ! 

Thus Hezekiah the torn empire took. 
And Affords king, with his worfe gods, forfook j 
Who to poor Judah worlds of nations brings, 
There rages, utters vain and mighty things ; 640 

Some dream of triumphs, and exalted names. 
Some of dear gold, and forae of beauteous dames j 
Whilft, in the midik of their huge fleepy boaft, 
An angel fcatters death through all the hoft, 
Th' affrighted tyrant back to Babel hies, ^4.5 

There meets- an end far woirfe than that he flieS. 
Here Hezekiah''s life is almoft done ! 
So good, and yet, alas! ib ihort, 'tis fpun s 
Th' end of the line was ravel'd, weak, and oldj 
Time mu^ go back, and afford better hold 6^ 

To tie a new thread to' it, of fifteen years : 
'Tis done $ th' alUmighty power of prayer and tears t 
Backward the fun, an unknown motion, went ; 
The liars gaz'd on, and wonder'd what he meant. 
Manaffes next (fbrgetful man (} begins ; 655 

Enilav'd and fold to AHivr by fais-^ns; 
Tiliy by the rod of learned mifery taught. 
Home to his God and country both he 's brought : 
It taught not Ammon, nor his hardnefs brake j 
Ik *• made th' example be. xefot'd to tajoe. 660 

Ye. 
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He in Egyptian fetters captive dies. 
Thus by more courteous anger murderM lies. 
His Ton and brother next do bonds fuflain, 
Ifraers now folcmn and imperial chain. 
Here 's the laft fcene of this proud city's ftatc 5 695 
All ills are met ty'd in one knot of Fate. 
Their endlefs flavery in this trial lay ; 
Great God had heap'd-up ages in one day : 
Strong works around the wall the Chaldees build, 
The town with grief and dreadful bufinefs filPdj 70* 
To their carv'd gods the frantic women pray, 
Gods, which as near their ruin were as they. 
At laft in ruihes the prevailing foe. 
Does all the mifchief of proud conqneft (how : 
The wondnng babes from mothers* breafts are rent. 
And fuifcr ills they neither fear'd nor meant j 
No filver reverence guards the ftooping age, 
No rule or method ties their boundlefs rage : 
The glorious temple ihines in flame aU o'er. 
Vet not fo bright as in its gold before : 7i# 

Nothing but fire or flaughter meets the eyes ; 
Nothing the ear but groans and difmai cries. 
The walls and towers are levePd with the ground. 
And fcarce aught now of that vaft city *8 found, 
Bat (hards and rubbifli, which weak iigns might keep 
Of forepaft glory, and bid travellers weep. 
Thus did triumphant Afliir homewards pafs. 
And thus Jeruialem left, Jeru(alem that was I 

This Zedechiah faw, and this not all ; 
Before hif face his friends and children fall, 7211 
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The fport of infoleut vi6lors j this he viewtp 

A king an<i father once ! Hi Fate could lift 

His eyes no more to do their mafter fpite { 

All to be feen fhe took^ and next his fight. 

Thus a long death in priiba he outwears | ^15 

Bereft of grief's laft folace, ev^n his tears. 

Then Jeconiah's Ton did foremoft come. 
And he who brought the captivM nation home : 
A row of worthies in long order pafs'd 
O^er the ihort ftage } of all old Jofeph laft. 730 

Fair angels pafsM by next in feemly bands, 
AH gilt, with gilded baskets in dieir hands: 
Some, as they went, the blue-ey'd violets ftrew. 
Some, fpotlefs lilies in loofe order threw ; 
Some, did the way with full-blown rofes fpread } 735 
Their fmell divine, and colour ftrangcly red | 
Not fuch as our dull gardens proudly wear. 
Whom weathers taint, and winds* rude kifies tear x 
Such, I believe, was the firft rofe's hue, 
Which at God's word in beauteous Eden grew ^ 740 
Queen of the flowers which made that orchard gay I 
The morning blufhes of the fpring's new day. 

With fober pace an heavenly maid walks in. 
Her looks all fair $ no iign of native fin 
Through her whole body writ ; immoderate grace 745 
Spoke things far more than human in her face t 
It cads a duiky gloom o^er all the flowers $ 
And with full beams their mingled light devoitrt ! 
An Angel flraat broke from a (hining cloud. 
And prefs'd bis wings, And with much rcvewMe bowMi 

% Agun 
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Again be bowM^ and grave approach he made^ 
And thus his facred meflage fweetly faid \ 

" Hail, full of Grace! thee the whole world fliall call 

« Above all bleftj Thee, who ftialt blefs them aU. *■ 

** Thy virgin womb in wondrous fort fhall (hroud 755 . 

'* Jefus the God (and then again he bowM) ; 

*< Conception the great Spirit ihall breatlie on thee; 

" Hail thou ! who muft God's wife, God's mother, be I 

<< With that, his feeming form to heaven he rear'd ; 

*' She low obeifance made, and dtfappearM. 760 

" Lo ! a new ftar three eaftem fages fee 

*^ (For why (hould only earth a gainer be ?) 

" They faw this Phofphor's infant-light, and knew 

" It bravely uiher'd in a Sun as new : 

*< They hafted all this Rifing Sun t' adore \ 765 

«« Witfi them rich myrrh and early fpices bore : 

" Wife men 1 no fitter gift your zeal could bring | 

" You '11 in a noifome ftable find your King. 

^' Anon a thousand devils run roaring in $ 

" Some with a dreadful fmile deform'dly grin 5 7^0 

** Some ftan^) their cloven paws, fome frown, and tear 

** The gaping fnakes from their black-knotted hair j 

** As if all grief, and all the rage of hell, 

** Were doubled now, or that juft now they fell : 

** But, when the dreaded maid they entering faw, 775 

*' All fled with trembling fear and filcnt awe. 

" In her chafle arms th' eternal infant lies, 

•* Th' Almighty voice changed into feeble cries. 

•• Heaven contained virgins oft, and will do more j, 

•* Never did virgin contain Heaven before, t^c»- 

*Vo|.* II. K ^ Kcv^^v 
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" Aogels peep toumd to view this myftic tluiig* 
** And Hzllduiak woamd, aU Haiidotak lii^/* 

No loBgcr could good David ^viet bear 
Th' VBwiddy pleaiiire which o'ertowM him hoe s 
It brake the fetlcn^aadbarft ope hit eyes 7S5 

Awaj the tiBioroiis fbrvs togcdier fly t 
FixM with aoiaze he Aood ; and time nnift take. 
To learn if yet he were at laft awake. 
Sonecinics he thinks that Heaven this vifion fent^ 
And ordered all the pageants as diey went $ 7^ 

Sometime!:, that only *twas wild Phanfy*s pby» 
The loofe and icattcrM relics of the day. 

When Gabriel (no bleft ^rit more kind or fair) 
Bodies and doaths himfelf with thickened air } 
All like a comely youth in life's fireih bloom $ 795 
Karc workmanfli^y and wrought by heavenly loom! 
He took for ikin a cloud DK>ft foft and bright. 
That ere the mid-day fun picrc*d through with light; 
Upon his cheeks a lively blufh he fpread, 
Waih'd from the morning beauties* deepeft red $ too 
An barmlefs flaming meteor flione for hair. 
And fell adown his (houlders with looie care ; 
He cuts out a iUk mantle from the fkies. 
Where the moft fpritely azure pleased the eyes j 
This he with ftarry vapours ipangles all, S05 

Took in their prime, ere tlvy grow ripe and fall : 
Of a new rainbow, ere it fret or fade. 
The choiceft piece took out, a fcarf is made : 
Small lireaming clouds he does for wings difplay, 
Hot virtuous lovers* iighs more foft than they 3 810 

ThiAil 
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Thefe he gilds o'er with the fun's richeft rajd. 
Caught gliding o'er pure ftreams on which he playt« 

Thus drefl, the joyful Gahriel pofts away, 
And carries with him his own glorious day, 
Through the thick woods : the gloomy fhades awhifo 
Put on fre(h looks, and wonder why they fmile j 
The trembling fcrpents clofe and filent lie j 
The birds obfcene far from his paflage fly f 
A fudden fpring waits on him as he goes. 
Sudden as that which by creavon rofe t tiO 

Thus he appears to David ; at iirft fight 
All earth-bred fears and forrows take their flight. 
In ruflies joy divine, and hope, and reft 5 
A facred calm fhincs through his peaceful brcafl^. 
*' Hail, man bclov'd ! from highert heaven," faidlie; 
" My mighty mafter fends thee health by me. 
" The things thou faw*ft are full of truth and light, 
" Shap'd m the gtfs cfthe divine forefight: 
**Ev'n now old Time is harnefling the years 
" To go in order thus. Hence, empty fears ! 'S30 
" Thy fate 's all white; from thy bleft feed (hall fpring 
" The promis'd Shilo, the gr^at myftic King: 
** Round the whole earth his dreaded name ihall found, 
" And reach to worlds that mult not yet be found : 
" The Southern clime him her fole lord fhall flyle, 83^ 
•* Him all the North, ev'n Albion's ftubborn ifle. 
" My fellow-fei*vant, credit what I tell. 
*' Strait into fhapelel* air unfccn he fvll." 
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David's flight to Nob, and entertainment there by the 
High Pricft ; from thence to Gath in difguifc, where 
he is difcovered and brought to Achis : he counter- 
feits himfelf mad, and efcapcs to AduUam. A fliort 
enumeration of the forces which come thither to him. 
A defcription of the kingdom of Moab> whither Da- 
vid flies J his entertainment at Moab's court: a di- 
greljion of the hiftory of Lot, father of the Moabites, 
reprefented in pi£lure. Melchor's fong at the feaft. 
Moab defires Joab to relate thfi ftory of David f 
which he does : his extra£lion j his excellency in 
poefy, and the efFe6ls of it in curing Saul's malady. 
The Philiftincs' army encamped at Dammin; the 
defcription of Goliah and his arms 5 his challenge to 
the Ifraelltes : David's coming to the camp ; his fpecch 
to Saul, to defire leave to fight with Goliah : feveral 
fpeeches upon that occafion.Thc combat and (laughter 
of Goliah, with the defeat of the Philiftines^ army* 
Saul's envy to David. The chai-aftcrs of Mcrab 
and Michal. The love between David and Micbal : 
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his fong at Her window 5 his expedition againft the 
PhiliftineSy and the dowry of two hundred forefldnt 
for Michaly with whom he is married. The folem^ 
nities of the wedding. Saul*s relapfe, and the caufet 
of David^s flight into the kingdom of Moab« 

RAisM with the news he from high Heaven receives. 
Strait to his diligent God juft thanks he gives j 
To divine Kobe directs then his flight, 
A fmall to¥m, great in fame, by Levi's right 5 
Is there, with fpritely wines and hallowM bread, 5 
(But what*« to hunger hallowM?) largely f^d^ 
The good old prieft welcomes his fatal gueft. 
And with long talk prolongs the hafty feaft t 
He lends him vain GoHah*s facred fword 
(The fitteft help juft Fortune could afford) 5 im 

A fword whofe weight without a blow might flay. 
Able unblunt-ed to cut hods away ; 
A fword Co great, that it was only fit 
To take-off his great head who came with it. 
Thus he arms Davids '* I your own reftore, 15 

«< Take it," faid he, " and ufe it as beforo^j 
" I faw you then, and 'twas the braveft light 
" That ere thefe eyes ow'd the difcovering light: 
** When you ftepM forth, how did the monfter rage, 
** In fcom qf your foft looks and tender age ! i^o 

*< Some your high fpirit did road prefumption call, 
" Sdme pitied that fuch youth fliould idly fall i 
** Th' uncircumcisM fmil'd grimly with difdain ; 
** I knew the day was yours : I faw it plain," 
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Much more the rererend Jire prepared t» fay 
j(Rapt with hit yoy) j how the two armies lay} 
Which way th* asiazcd foe did wildly Ept^ 
All that hit hearer better ksev than he i 
But David*« hafte deniet all needleft ftay i 
To Gath> an enemy's land, he halles away s 
Not there fecure ; but, where one danger *t near» 
The more remote, though greater, di (appear ;-«• 
So, from the hawk, birds to man's fuccour fkej 
So, from fir'd (hips, roan leaps into the fea.— 
There in difguife he hopes unknown t* abide ; 
Alas ! in vain ! what can fuch greatneft hide ? 
Sjtones of finall worth may lie unfeen by day. 
But night itielf does the rich gem betray. 
Tagal firft fpy'd him, a Philiftian knight. 
Who erft from David's wrath by fhameful flight 
Had fav'd the fordid remnant of his age j 
Hence the deep fore of envy mix'd with rage. 
Strait, with a band of foldiejs tall and rough. 
Trembling — for fcarce he thought that band enoug 
On him he feizes ; whom they all had fear'd. 
Had the bold youth in his own ihape appear'd. 
And now this wiih'd-for, but yet dreadful, prey 
To Achis* court they led in hafte away. 
With all unmanly rudenefs which does wait 
Upon th' immoderate vulgar's joy and hate. 
His valour now and ftrength muft ufelefs lie. 
And he himfelf muft arts unufual try : 
Sometimet he rends his garments, nor does fpare 
The goodly curls of his rich yellow hair i 

Sojnttii 
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Semetinies a violeat laughter fcrew'd his face, 55 

And fometimes ready tears dropM down apace ; 

Sometimes he fixM his flaring eyes on ground, 

And fometimes in wild manner huHM them round. 

More full revenge Philiftians could not wiih : 

But call *t the juiUce of their mighty Fi/h. 60^ 

They now in height of anger let him live ; 

And freedom too, t* encreafe his fcom, they give j 

He, by wife madnefs freed, does homeward flee» 

And rage makes them all that he feemM to be. 

Near to Adullam> in an aged wood, 65s 

An hilly part earth, part rocky ftone, there ftood. 
Hollow and vaft within^ which Nature wrought. 
As if by' her fcholar Art fhe had been taught. 
Hither young David with hi* kindred came. 
Servants and friends ^ many his fpreading fame, 7CI 
Many their vrants or difcontents, did call : 
Great men in war, and almoft armies, all ! 
Hither came wife and valiant Joab down 
(One to whom David*s felf rauft owe his crown) ; 
A mighty man, had not fome cunning fin, 75 

Amidft fo many virtues crowded in. 
With him Abiihai came, by whom there fell 
At once three hundreds with him Afahel^ 
Afahel,. fwifter than the northern wind ; 
Scarce could the nimble motions of his mtnd So 

Outgo his feet ;. fo ftrangely would he run. 
That time itfelf perceivM not what was done : 
Oft o>r the lawn&.and meadows would he pafs. 
His weight unkDQwn^.and harmleia to the grafs ; 

K4. Oiv 
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None from'hls hand did vain or innocent flee, 215 
Scarce Love or Fate could aim fo well as he. 
Many of Judah took virrongM David's fide. 
And many of old Jacoh^s yonngeft tribe ; 
But his chief ftrength the Gathite foldiers are. 
Each (ingle man able t^ overcome a war ! ti9 

Swift as the darts they fling through yielding air. 
And hardy all as the ftrong fteel they bear : 
A lion^s noble rage fits in their face. 
Terrible comely, arm'd ^th dreadful grace ! 

TV undaunted Prince, though thus well -guarded here^ 
Yet his ftout foul durft for his parents fear } 
He feeks for them a fafe and quiet feat. 
Nor trufts his fortune with a pledge fo great. 
So, when in hoftile fire rich Afia's pride 
For ten years' fiege had fully fatisfy'd, 130 

iEneas ftole an aft of higher fame, 
And bore Anchifes through the wondering flame j 
A nobler burden,' and a richer prey, ' 
Than all the Grecian forces bore away ! 
Go, pious Prince ! in peace, in triumph go ; 135 

Enjoy the conqucfl of thine overthrow 5 
To have fav'd thy Troy would far lefs glorious be j 
By this thou overcom^ft their viftory, 
Moab next Judah, an old kingdom, lies ; 
Jordan their touch, and his cursM Tea denies t 140 

They fee North- ftars from o'er Amoreus' ground, 
£dom and Petra their South part does bound : 
Eafiwards the lands of Cu(h and Ammon lie. 
The morning's happy beams they firft efpy j 
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The region with fat foil and plenty *s bleft». 145 

A foil too good to be of old pofleft 

By monfhnons Emins ; but Lot^s offspring came» 

And conqnerM both the people and the name; 

Till Seon drave them beyond Arnon*8 flood. 

And their fad bounds mark'd deep In their own blood. 

tn Hefl>on» his triumphant court he plac'dy 

Hefbon, by Men and Nature (Irangely grac*d| 

A glorious town, and fiUM with all delight 

Which peace could yield, though well prepared fog 

fight. 
But this proud city, and her prouder lord, 155 

Felt the keen rage of IfraePs facred fword j. 
Whilft Moab triumphM.in her torn eftate. 
To fee her own become her conqueror's fate t 
Yet that fmall remnant of Lot's parted crown 
Did, arm'd with Ifrael'a (ins, pluck Ifrael down 1 i6« 
Full thrice fix years they felt fierce £g!on*s yoke. 
Till Ehud's fword God's vengeful meifage fpoke | 
Since then their kings in quiet held their own. 
Quiet, the good of a not-envy'd throne ! 
And now a wife old prince the fceptre fway'd, 1^5 
Well by his fubje£ls and him felf obey 'd j 
Only before his father's gods he fell ; 
Poor wretched man ! almoft too good for hell! 
Hither does David his bleft parents bring } 
With humble greatnefs begs of Moab's king 270 

A fafe and fair abode, where they might live. 
Free from thofc Horms with wl^ch himfelf muftfirive. 

3 TJbf 
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The king with cheajful grace hie fuit approv'd. 
By hate to Saul* and lev* to Virtue, movM. 
" Welcome great Knight^ and your fair Troop," faid 
he, 175. 

** Your name found welcome long before with me $ 
*/ That to rich Opfair's rifing morn is kaown^ 
** And ftrctch'd-out fer to the burnt fwarthy eone ; 
'* Swift Fame, when h^ round journey (he does naktp. 
** Scorns not rametimc& us in her way to take. xS^ 
<< Are you the man did that huge giant kill» 
" Great Baal of Phegor ? and how young he *& ftill I 
*' From Ruth we heard you came j Ruth was bom here^ 
«* In Judah fojourn'd> and (they fay) match'd there 
*< To one of Bethl«m ^ which I hope is true ; iZ^ 
•* Howe'er, your virtues here entitle you : 
*' Thofe have the beft alliance always been ; 
" To gods as well as men they make us kin," 

He fpoke, and ftrait led in his thankful guefts, 
T* a (lately room preparM for ihows and feafts : i^ 
The room with golden tapeftry glider'd bright. 
At once to pleafe, and to confound, the fight, 
Th* excellent work of Babylonian hands- 1 
In midft a table of rich ivory ftands. 
By three fierce tigers, and three lions borne, 19 jf 

Which grin, and fearfully the place adorn j 
Widely they gape, and to the eye they poar. 
As if they hunger'd for the food they bore. 
About it beds of Libyan citron ftood. 
With coverings dy'd in Tydaa fiihes' blood aoo 

(Th«T 
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(They faj, tb* Herculean art) : bat moft delight 
Some Pidures gave to Darid*s learned fight. 
Here fereral ways Lot and great Abram go. 
Their too-much wealdi raft and unldnd does grow ; 
Thus each extreme to equal danger tends, «o5 

Plenty, as well as Want, can ftparate friends. 
Here Sodom^s towers raiie their proud tops on high 
(The towers, as well as men, outbrave the flcy); 
By it the wares of reverend Jordan run. 
Here green with trees, there gilded with the funj no 
Hither Lot*s houlehold comes, a numerous train. 
And all with various bufinefs fill the plain i 
Some drive the crowding iheep with rural hooks; 
They lift up their mild heads, and bleat in looks s 
Some drive the herds 3 here a fierce bullock fcoms si 5 
Th' appointed way, and runs with threatening horns; 
In vain the herdman calls him back again ; 
The dogs ftand off afar, and bark in vain : 
tome lead the groaning waggons, loaded high 
With fluff, on top of which the maidens lie : 029 

Upon tall camels the fair fifters ride. 
And Lot talks with them both on either fide. 
Another pi£lure to curft Sodom brings 
Clam*s proud lord, with his three fervanf-kings j 
They fack the town, and bear Lot bound away j 115 
Whilft in a pit the vanqiiifliM Bera lay, 
Buried aimed alive, for fear of death; 
But Heaven's juft vengeance fav'd as yet his breaths 
Abraham purfues, and (lays the vi floras hoft. 
Scarce had their conqueft leifure for a boaft. sjo 

Next 
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t thi& was drawn the recklefs city's flame, 

m a (irange hell pourM down from heaven theie 

came. 
i the two angels from Lof s window look 
h fmiling anger 5 the lewd wretches, ftrook 
li fiidden blindnefs, feek in vain the door ; 2^5 
ir eyes, firft caufe of luft, firft vengeance bore, 
ough liquid air Heaven's bufy foldiers fly, 
I drive-on clouds where feeds of thunder lie i 
i the fad fl^y glows red with difmal ftreaks, 
I lightning from it with fliort trembling breaks j 
: the blue flames of fcalding brimftone fall, 
tlving fwiftly in one ruin all : ^ 

Are of trees 'and houfes mounts on high, 
I meets half-way new fires that fliower from flcy. 
e in their arms fnatch their dear babes away ; 24.5 
mce drop down the fathers' arms and they : 
e into waters leap with kindled hair, 
I, more to vex their fate, are burnt ev'n there. 
I thought (fo much a flame by art was ihown) 
: picture's felf would fall in aflies down. a^a 

r old Lot toward little Zoar hies, 
[ dares not move (good man ! ) his weeping eye$ : 
ind his wife flood, ever flx*d alone $ 
more a woman, not yet quite a ftonc : 
ifting death feiz'd on her turning head ; 255 

cheek was rough and white, the other red, 
[ yet a cheek : in vain to fpeak flie flrove j 
lips, though flone, a little feem^d to move i 

Out 
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One £ye was clos'd, furpriz'd by fadden ni^t. 

The other tt^mWed ftill with parting light t tB9 

The wind admir'd, which her hair loofely bore. 

Why it grew ftiff, and now would play no more: 

To heawn (he Hfted up her fi*eezing handsy 

And to this day a fuppliant pillar ftands : 

She tryM her heavy foot from ground to rear, . %i$ 

And rais'd the heel, but her toes rooted there ; 

Ah, foolifti woman I who muft always be 

A fight more ftrange than that (he turn*d to fee ! 

Whilft David fed with thefe his curious eye, 
The feaft is now ferr'd-in, and down they lie. 170 
-Moab a goblet takes of malTy gold. 
Which ZippoTy and from Zippor all of old 
QuafTd to their gods and friends : an health goes round 
In the brifk grape of Arnon's richeft ground. 
Whilft Melchor to his harp with wondrous (kill 275 
(For fuch were poets then, and (hould be ftill) 
His noble verfe through Nature's fccrets led : 
He fung what fpirit through the whole mafs is fpread, 
Evcry-where All ; how heavens God's law approve. 
And think it reft eternally to move j 280 

How the krnd fun ufcfully comes and goes, 
Wants it himfelf, yet gives to man repofej 
How his round journey docs for ever laft. 
And how he baits at every fca in haftc : 
He fung how earth blots the moon^s gilded wane^ 1S5 
Whillt fo«]i(h men beat (bunding brafs in vain; 
Why the great waters her flight horns obey, 
Her changing horns, not conftaater than they : 

Ht 
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He {ung bow griHy comets hang in air ; 
Why fword and plagues attend their fatal hair ; 299 
God'^s beacons for the world, drawn up Co far^ 
To publiih ill, and raife all earth to war : 
Why contraries feed thunder in the cloud j 
What motions vex it^ till it roar £b loud : 
Kow lambent fires become fo wondrous tame^ 295 
And bear fuch fliining winter in their flame : 
What radiant pencil draws the watery bow : 
What ties up hail, and picks the fleecy fnow : 
What paify of the earth here fliakes fix'd hills 
From off her brows, and here whole rivers fpills. jof 
Thus did this Heathen Nature's fccrcts tell. 
And foroetimes mifsM the Caufe, but fought it well. 

Such was the fauce of Moab's noble feaft:. 
Till night far fpent invites them to their reft | 
Only the good old Prince ftays Joab there, 305 

Andnnuch he tells, and much defires to hear t 
He tells deeds antique, and the new defires ; 
Of David much, and much of Saul, enquires. 
'* Nay, gentle gueft !" faid he " fince now you 're in^ 
** The ftory of your gallant friend begin ; 310 

** His birth, his rifing, tell, and various fate, 
*' And how he flew that man of Gath of late, 
** What was he call'd ? that huge and monftrous man r» 
With that he ftoppM, and Joab thus began :— 

*^ His birth, great Sir! fb nTuch.to mine is ty*d, 315 
** That pratfe of that might look frdm me like pride : 
** Vet, without boafl, his veins contain"^ flood 
«* Of th* old Jtidsan Hon*« richeft blood. 
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<* From Judah Pharcz, from lum Efirom, came, 

" Ram, Nalhon, Salmon, nama fpoke loud by fame : 

** A name no lc(s ongbt Boaz to a|>pear, 

" By whofe bldt match we come no Arangen here : 

*' From him and your £ur Ruth good Obcd Iprang* 

** From Obed Jefle, Jefle, whom Fame's kindeft tongiie> 

** Counticg his birth, and high nobility, ihall %t$ 

« Not Jefle of Obed, but of David, call, 

** David, born to him feventh; the £xth iMrths paft 

** Brave trials of a work more great at lafL 

** Blefs me ! how fwift and growing was his wit ! 

*« The wings of Time flagg'd dully after it. jjo 

*^ Scarce paft a child, all wonders would he fmg 

** Of Nature's law, and power of Nature's king. 

** His (heep would fcom their food to hear his lay, 

** And favage beafts ftand by as tame as they j 

** The fighting winds would ftop there, and admire, 

** Learning confcnt and concord from his lyre ; 

" Rivers, whofe waves roUM down aloud before, 

«* Mute as their fiih, would Jiften towards the ihore. 

«« 'Twas now the time when firft Saul God forfook, 
** God Saul ; the room in "*s heart wild paflbns took i 
** Sometimes a tyrant-Frenfy revePd there, 
** Sometimes black Sadnefs, and deep, deep Defpair* 
** No help from herbs or learned drugs he finds, 
** They cure but fometime bodies, never minds s 
<* Mufic alone thofe ftorms of foul could layj 34.5 
" Not more Saul them, than mufic they, obey. 
«< David 's now fent for, and his harp muft bring ^ 
« His harp, that magic bore on eveiy ftring ; 

1 « When 
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•* When Saul's rude paflions did moft tumult keep ; 
** With his foft notes they all dropp*d down afleep : 350 
*« When his dull fpirits lay drown'd in death and night, 
** He with quick drains raisM them to life and light. 
** Thus chcar'd he Saul, thus did his fury Twage, 
•* Till wars began, and times more fit for rage. 
** To Helah plain Philiftian troops are come, 355 

" And war's loud noife ftrikes peaceful muilc dumb. 
•* Back to his rural care young David goes ; 
•* For this rough work Saul his ftout brethren chofe i 
** He knew not what his hand in war could do, 
" Nor thought his iword could cure men's madnefs too. 
•* Now Danunin ""s deftin'd for this fcene of bloody 
'* On two near hills the two proud armies flood, 
«* Between, a fatal valley ftretch'd-out wide, 
** And death feem'd ready now on either fide $ 
•* When lo I their hoft rais'd all a joyful fhout, 365 
*' And from the midfl an huge and monftrous man ftepp'd 
•• Aloud they ihouted at each ftep he took ; [out, 

" We, and the earth itfelf beneath him, (hook 
«« Vaft as the hill, down which he march'd, he' appeared 5 
•* Amaz'd all eyes, nor was their army fear'd. 370 
** A young tall 'fquire (though then he feem'd not fo) 
** Did from the camp at firft before him go ; 
** At firft he did, but fcarce could follow ftrait, 
*« Sweating beneath a fliield's unruly weight, 
•• On which was wrought the gods' and giants' fight, 
** Rare work ! all fill'd with terror and delight. 
«* Here a vaft hill *gainft thundering Baal was thrown, 
<* Trees andbeafts on 'tfell burnt with lightning down ; . 
Vol. II. ^ "Ova 
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** One flings a mountain, and its river too, 

'< Tom up with 't ; that rains back on him that threw s 

'< Some from the main to pluck whole iflands try ^ 

** The Tea boils round with flames fliot thick from Ikj ; 

*' This he believed, and on his fliield he bore, 

'< And praised their ftrength, but thought his own was 

*« more. 
*< The valley now this monfter feem'd to fill 5 3S5 

** And we, methoughts, lookM up t* him from our hill. 
** All arm'd in brafs, the richeft drefs of war 
*« (A difmal glorious fight!) he (hone afar; 
" The fun hirofelf darted with fudden fright, 
** To fee his beams return fo difinal bright : 390 

*• Brafs was his helmet, his boots brafs 5 and o'er 
** His breaft a thick plate of ftrong brafs he wore ; 
^*His fpear the trunk was of a lofty tree, 
** Which Nature meant fome tall fliip's maft fliould bc) 
** Th' huge iron head fix hundred fliekels weigh'd, 395 
** And of whole bodies but one wound it made ; 
** Able Death's worft command to overdo, 
*• Deftroying life at once and carcafe too. 
*« Thus arra'd he flood j all direful, and all gay, 
*^ And round him flung a fcornful look away : 400 
" So, when a Scythian tiger, gazing round, 
** An herd of kine in fome fair plain has found, 
** Lowing fccure, he fwells with angry pride, 
** And calls fofth all his fpots on every fide ; 
" Then flops, and hurls his haughty eyes at all, 405 
•** la choice of fome flron^ neck on which to fall ; 
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'* Almoft he fcorns fo weak, Co cheap a prcf, 
" And gnev^ to fee them trembling hafte away. 
" Ye men of Juty# lie cries, if liien you be, 
" And fuch dare prove yourfclves to fame and me, 4.10 
" Chiife out 'mottgft all your troops theboldeft knight, 
** To try his ftrength and fate with me in fight : 
" The chance of war let us two bear for all, 
" And they the conqueror ferve whofe knight Ihall fall." 
" At this he pausM awhile : Strait, I defy 415 

" Your gods and you j dares none come down artd die > 
•* Go back for diame, and Egypt's llavery bear, 
*' Or yield to us, and ferve more nobly here. 
** Alas ! ye "ave no more wonders to be done, 
" Your forcerer Mofes now, and Jofliua, 's gone 3 4.20 
" Your magic trumpets then could cities take, 
" And founds of triumph did your battles make* 
" Spears in your hands and manly fwords are vain ; 
" Get you your fpells and conjuring rods again, 
" Is there no Sampfon here ? Oh that there were ! 445 
" In his full ftrength, and long, enchanted hair ; 
" This fword fiiould be in the weak razor's ftead ; 
" It (hould not cut his hair off, but his head. 

** Thus he blafphem'd aloud ; the vallics round 
" Flattering his voice, reftor'd the dreadful found : 450 
" We tum'd us trembling at the noife, and fear'd 
'* We had behind fome new Goliah heard. 
'♦ 'Twas Hieaven, Heaven fure (which David's glory 

*« meant 
•* Through this whole a^) fuch facrcd terror fent 
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** To all our hoft $ for there was Saul in place, 4^5 

*• Who ne'er faw fear but in his enemy's face ; 

'< His god-like ion there in bright armour (hone, . 

** Who fcom*d to conquer armies not alone 1 

** Fate her own book miftrufted at the fight j 

*' On that fide war, on this a fingle fight. 440 

'< There ftood Benaiah, and there trembled too, 

•* He who th' Egyptian proud Goliah flew 5 

** In his pale fright, rage through his eyes (hot flame, 

** He faw his flafF, and blufh'd with generous ihamc; 

*< Thoufands befide ftood mute andheartlefs there, 445 

** Men valiant all ; nor was I us'd to fear. 

*' Thus forty days he march'd down armM to fight, 
" Once every mom he march'd, and once at night* 
** Slow rofe the fun, but galloped down apace, 
*^ With more than evening bluflies in his face : 45^ 
** When Jefle to the camp young David fent 5 
** His purpofe low, but high was Fate's intent ; 
** For, when the monfter's pride he faw and heard, 
<« Round him he look'd, and wonder'd why they fear'd. 
*' Anger and brave difdain his heart pofiefs'd, 455 
<* Thoughts more than manly fwell'd his youthful bieaft: 
*« Much the rewards proposed his fpirit enflame, 
<< Saul's daughter much, and much the voice of Fame. 
" Thefe to their juft intentions ftrongly move, 
*' But chiefly God, and his dear country's love. ^$ 
•« Refolv'd for combat, to Saul's tent he 's brought. 
*< Where thus he fpoke, as boldly as he fought s 

<< H«iiccfertb 
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nceforth no more, great Prince^ your facred 
«« breaft 

that huge talking wretch of Gath» moleft | 
hand alone (hall end his curfed breath ; 465 
not) the wretch blafphemes himfclf to death» 
cheated vnth falfe weight of his own mighty 
:hallengM Heaven, not us, to (ingle fight. 
d it, God ! that, where thy right is try'd, 
Irength of man (hould find jufl canfe for pride! 
like fome rock, and vail, he feems to (land, 
ocks we know were op*d at thy command : 
foul, which now does fuch large members fway, 
ugh one fmall wound will creep in hade away $ 
he who now dares boldly Heaven defy» 475 
rery bird of heaven a prey (hall lie t 
tis not human force we ought to fear | 
hat, alas ! plant our forefathers here ? 
e fifteen kings did they by that fubdue ? 
lat whole nations of Goliahs (lew ? 4s* 

MTonders they performM may (till be done $ 
t and Jo(hua is, but God *s not, gone, 
ave loft their rod and trumpets, not their (kill j 
in and belief are as ftrong witchcraft (lill s 
t are more tall, more giants far, than he, 485 
reach to heaven, and thence pluck viflofy. 
t this, and then. Sir, mine th^ advantage is | 
ftronger far than I^ my God than his. 
natement feizM on all, and (hame, to fee 
r own fears icomM by one fo young as he. 490 

L 1 " Btv5^ 
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** Brave youth, replies the king, who(e daring mind, 

'* Ere come to manhood, leaves it quite behind j 

** Refenre thy valour for more equal fight, 

<^ And jet thy body grow up to thy fprite. 

** Thou ^rt yet too tender for fo rude a foe, 495 

** Whole touch would wound thee more than h3m thy 

'* Nature his limbs only for war made fit, [Hbw 1 

^< In thine as yet nought befide love (he *ha8 writ. 

•* With fome lefs foe thy unflefliM valour try 5 

^''This monfter can be no firft vif^ory. 500 

*^ The lion's royal whelp does not at firft 

'* For blood of Bafan bulls or tigers thirft ; 

^' In timorous deer he hanfels his young paws, 

V And leaves the rugged bear for firmer claws. 

*^ So vaft thy hopes, fo unproportionM, be, 505 

<* Fortune would be ailiamM to fecond thee. 

'* He faid, and we all murmurM an aflfent ; 
** But nought moves David from his high intent. 
** It brave to him, and ominous, does appear, 
** To be opposM at firft, and conquer here ; 51a 

*' Which he refolves. Scorn not, faid he, mine age; 
** For viftory comes not, like an heritage, 
•* At fet-years : —when my father's flock I fed, 
^* A bear and lion, by fierce hunger led, 
*' Broke from the wood, and fnatchM my lambs away ; 
•• From their grim mouths I forc'd the panting prey ; 
** Both bear and lion ev*n this hand did kill i 
^* On our great oak the bones and jaws hang ftjU.. 
*^ My God 's the fame, which then he was, to-day^ 
<* And this wild vncetch almoft the fame as they; 520 

« Whf 
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" Who from fuch danger fav'd my flock, will he 
" Of IfracI, his own flock, lefs careful be?" 

** Be 't fo then, Saul burfts forth ; and Thou on high, . 
** Who oft in weaknefs doftmoft flrength dcfcry— 
" At whofe dread beck conqueft cxpe^ing ftands, 515 
c< And cafts no look down on the fighter.s* hands — 
«< Ai&ft what Thou infpir'ft ; and let all fee, 
*' As boys to giants, giants are to Thee. 

«< Thus : and with trembling hopes of ftrange fuccefs, 
«« In his own arms he the bold youth does drefs. 53© 
« On '» head an helm of well -wrought brafs is placed, 
** The top with warlike plume feverely grac'd i 
*• His breaft a plate cut with rare figures bore-, 
•* A fword much pradlis'd in death*s art he wore, 
** Yet David, usM fo long to no defence, 535 . 

'f But thofe light arms of Spirit and Innocence, 
*' No good in fight of that gay burden knows, 
" But fears his own arms' weight more than his foes. 
** He loft himfelf in that difguife of war, 
** And guarded feems as men by prifons are ; 540 
*• He therefore, to exalt the wondrous fight, 
** Frepares now, and drfarms himfelf for fight, 
*• *GaLnft Ihield, helm, breaft-plate 5 and, inilead of thofe, . 
*• Five fharp fmooth flones from the next brook he chofe, 
** And fits them to bis fling ; then marches down j 545 
** For fword, his enemy's he efteemM his own. 
*« We all with various pdfiions ftrangely gazM, 
*' Some fad, fome fhamM, fome angry ; all amazM. 

•« Now in the valley 'he flands ; through 's youthful face 
*« Wrath checks the beauty, and (heds manly grace. 

L4 ^^^^''Ca^ 
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" Both in his k>cks fo joinM, that thcj might more 

** Feu eT*n in friend^ and from an cnemj love. 

** Hot as ripe noon, fweet as the blooming dzj, 

** Liics JaljT finrioiiSy bat more izn than Maj. 

<< Th* accnrsM Philiftian ftands on th' other fide, 555 

** Grumbling alood, and finiks '*twixt rage and pride* 

'* The plagaes of Dagon ! a fmooth haj, faid he, 

** A curfed beardlefs foe, opposM to me ! 

<< Jlelll with what arms (hence, thoa fond child !) he *s 

** come ! 
<< Some friend his mother call, to drive him home. 560 
** Not gone ytx. ! if one minute more thou ftay, 
** The birds of heaven (hall bear thee dead away. 
** Gods I a curs'd boy ! — the reft then murmuring out, 
** He walks, and cafts a deadly grin about. 
** David, with chearful anger in bis eyes, 565 

" Advances boldly on, and thus replies : 
** Thou com'ft, vain man ! all arm'd into the field, 
** And trufteft thofe war toys, thy fword and fliield : 
** Thy pride *s my fpear, thy blafpheraies my fword i 
** My fhield, thy Maker, fool ! the mighty Lord 570 
•' Of thee and battles j who hath fent forth me 
^* Unarm'd thus, not to fight, but conquer, thee. 
** In vain /hall Dagon, thy falfe hope, withftand^ 
^' In vain thy other god, thine own right hand : 
" Thy fall to man Hiall Heaven^s ftrong jufticeihew; 
" Wretch I 'tis the only good which thou canft do." 

'< He faid ; our hoft ftood dully filent by i 
•*< And durft not truft their ears againft the eye \ 

*♦ At 
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^< As much their champion's threats to him they fear'd, 
*' As when the monfter's threats to them they heard* 
** His flaming fword th' enrag'd Philiftian (hakesj 
'< And hafte t* his ruin with loud curfes makes j 
<< Backward the winds his a6live curfes blew^ 
** And fatally Tound his own hea3 they flew \ 
" For now from David's fling the fl:one is fled, 585 
" And ftrikes with joyful noife the monfter's head ; 
«* It ftrook his forehead, and pierc'd deeply there, 
*• As fwiftly as it pierc'd before the air > 
<< Down, down he falls, and bites in vain the grouiid^ 
-*< Blood, brain, and ibul, croud mingled through the 

** wound ! 
** So a ftrong oak, which many years had ftood 
** With fair and flourilhing boughs, itfelf a wood— 
** Though it might long the axe's violence bear, 
•* And play'd with winds which other trees did tear— 
«* Yet by the thunder's ftroke from th' root 'tis rent 
** (So fure the blows that from high Heaven are fent !) 
** What tongue the joy and wonder can exprefs, 
** Which did that moment our whole hoft poflefs ! 
•* Their jocund fhouts th' air like a ftorm did tear, 
*• Th' amazed clouds fled fwift away with fear : 600 
^< But far more fwift th' accurs'd Philiftines fly, 
** Atad, their ill fate to perfect, bafely die. 
** With thoufand corpfe the ways around are ftrown^ 
•* Till they by the day's flight fecure their own. 
** Now through the camp founds nought butDavid's name j 
** All joys, of feveral ftamp and colours, came 
^* From feveral paifions : fome his valour praife, 
f'-Some his free ipeech^ fome the fair popular r^'}^ 
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** Of youth, and bcautyy and hit inodeft gaile } 

'< Gifb that nxnrM all, hat channM the female eyes. 

^ Some wonder^lome they dioiigfat 'twould be to^ fwear; 

** And (ome faw angels flying through the air : 

** The baieft Spirits caftback a crooked glance 

*^ On this great ad, and fisun woald gire *t to Chance. 

** Women our hoft with fongt and dances meet, 615 

" With madi joy Saul, David with more, they greet. 

** Hence the king's politic rage and enry flows, 

*' Which flrft he hides, and feeks his life t' expofe 

<< To generous dangers, that his hate might clear, 

** And Fate or Chance the blame, nay David, bear. 620 

*< So vain are man's defigas ! for Fate and Chance, 

<* And Earth and Heaven, confpirM to his advance : 

*• His beauty, yonth, courage, and wondrous wit, 

*< In all mankind but Saul did love beget. 

*<- Not Saul's own houfe, not his own neareft blood, 

*-* The noble caufe's facred force withftood. 

•* You 've met no doubt, and kindly us'd, the fame, 

" Of God-like Jonathan's illuftrious name^ 

*« A name which every wind to heaven would bear, 

*' Which men to fpeak, and angels joy to hear. 630 

•* No angel e'er bore to his brother Mind 

** A kindnefs more exalted and refin'd, 

** Than his to David j which look'd nobly' down, 

** And fcom'd the falfe alarums of a crown, 

« At Dammin field be ftood, and from his place 635. 

<< Leap'd forth, the wondrous conqueror to embrace s 

** On him his mantle, girdle, fword, and bow, 

<( On him his heart and foul, he did beftow t 

«Not 
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** Not all that Saul could threaten or perfuade» 
** In this clofe knot the fmalleft loofenefs made^ 649 
<< Oft his wife care did the king's rage fufpend j 
** His own lifers danger (helterM oft his friend ^ 
<< Which he exposM a facrifice to fall 
<< By th* undifceming rage of furious Saul. 
** Nor was young David's a6live virtue grown 64.5 
** Strong and triumphant in one fex alone f 
*< Imperious Beauty too it durft invade, 
'* And deeper prints in the fofc breaft it made : 
•* For there, t' Efteem and Friendihip's graver name, 
** Pallion was pour*d, like oil into the flame. 6|o 

** Like two bright eyes in a fair body plac'd, 
*' StluVs royal houfe two beauteous daughtei-s gracM; 
** Merab the firft, Michal the younger, nam'd { 
'* Both equally fpr different glories famM. 
** Merab with fpacious beauty fiird the fight, 655 
** But too much awe chadisM the bold delight : 
<< Like a calm fea, which to th* enlarged view 
•* Gives pleafure, but gives fear and i-everence too. 
** MichaPs fweet looks clear and free joys did move, 
H And no lefs ftrong, though much more gentle, love » 
^* Like virtuous king^, whom men rejoice t' obey 
** (Tyrants themfelves lefs abfolute than they). 
'* Merab appearM like fome fair princely tower i 
** Michal, fome virgin-queen*s delicious bower* 
*f All Beauty's ftores in little and in great } 665 

*< But the contra&ed beams ihot fierceft heat. 
*^ A clean and lively brown was Merab*s dye^ 
« Such as the prouder coloua might envy t 
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** Michal^t pnc Ikin Ibone with fnch tsundcft whitt, 

** As ficattcr'cl fbe weak nj% of kmiiaii fight i ^o 

« Her lips and checks a nobkr red did flww, 

** Than e*cr on firnits or flowers heaven's pencil drew i 

** From Moab^s eyes fierce and cpiick lightnings came, 

** From MichaTsy the fon^s mild, yet 9Bhn, flame : 

** lAmb't long hair was glofly cfaefiiat brown j 675 

<* Treflcs of paleft gold did Michal crown. 

<< Such was their outward fonn j and one might find 

** A dificrence not unlike it in the mind. 

** Merab with comely majefty and ftate 

^ Bore high th* advantage of ber worth and fate j 6So 

'* Such humble fweetnefs did fort Michal (how, 

^ That none who reach fo high e^er ftoopM fo low. 

** Merab rejoiced in her wrackM loTers'' pain, 

** And fortify'd her virtue with difdain : 

*f The griefs (he causM, gave gentle Michal grief 6S5 

** (She wiih'd her beauties lefs, for their relief) ; 

•• Ev'n to her captives civil ; yet th* excefs 

" Of naked virtue guarded her no lefs. 

'* Bufinefs and power MeraVs large thoughts did vex j 

V Her wit difdainM the fetters of hei fex : 690 

** Michal no lefs difdajn*d afiairs and noife, 

** Yet did it not from ignorance, but choice. 

** In brief, both copies were more fweetly drawn ; 

** Merab of Saul, Michal of Jonathan. 

-** The day that David great Goliah (lew, 495 

'< Not great Goliah*s fword was more his due 
** Than Merab $ by Saul's public promife (he 

«< Was fold Xb€Bf and betxoth'd to Vi^ory i 

" BMt 
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*< But haughty ihe did this juft match defpife 

^* (Her pride debauchM her judgment and her eyes). 

'' An unknown youth, ne^er feen at court before, 

** Who ihepherd's ftaff, and (hepherd^s habit, bore, 

<< The feventh-bom fon of no rich houfe — were ftill 

<< Th* unpleafant forms which her high thoughts did fill s 

" And much averfion in her ftubborn mind 795 

*« Was bred by being promis'd and defignM. 

*• Long had the patient Adriel humbly borne 

** The rougheft (hocks of her imperious fcom ;. 

" Adriel the rich i but riches were in vain, 

** And could not fet him free, nor her enchain. 71^ 

•* Long liv'd they thus j— but, as the hunted deer, 

•* Clofely purfued, quits all her wonted fear, 

** And takes the neareft waves } which from the fhor^. 

*• She oft with horror had beheld before : 

«* So, whilft the violent maid from David fled, 715 

*' She leapM to AdriePs long-avoided bed ; 

** The match was namM, agreed, and finifhM, ftrait § 

** (So foon comply'd Saul's envy with her hate !) 

** But Michal, in whofe breaft all virtues move, 

** That hatch the pregnant feeds cf facred love, 710 

<* With jufter eyes the noble objeft meets, 

** And turns all Merab''s poifon into fweets : 

** She iaw, and wonderM how a youth unknown 

** Should make all. fame to come fo fbon his own t 

** She faw, and wonder'd how a (hepherd's crook 725 

•* DefpisM that fword at which the fceptre fhook 5 

^ Though he feventh-bom,and though his houfe but poor, 

** She knew it noble was, and would be more. 
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<< Oft liad Ihe bsan!, and fancrM oft die figfct, 

" Witk what a genanoas caim be iinick*d to fight { 730 

'* In die great danger haw ezonpC finDoi fear, 

*' And after it froo: pride, he did ipptar. 

** Grcataeft and goodscft, and an air diriiie, 

** She (aw thnragh all his words and actions fiiine ; 

** She beard his eloquent tongue, and charming lyre, ' 

<' Wbofe artfnl ibnnds did violent lore inspire, 

** Though ns^d all other palEons to reliere : 

*' She weighed all diis ; and wdl we mxj conceire, 

** When thofe ftrong thoughts attacl:*d her doubtful 

« breaft, 
'' His beauty no lefs aAire than the reft. 740 

*' The ^xt thus kindled foon grew fierce and gfcaf, 
** When David's breaft refleaed back its heat. 
*' Soon flie pcrcdr'^d (fcarce can Love hidden lie 
** From any Tight, much lefs the loring eye) 
^' She conqueror was, as well as overcome, 745 

'* And gained no lefs abro2ui than loft at home. 
•* Ev'n the firft hour they met (for fuch a pair, 
** Who in all mankind elfe fo matchlefs were, 
** Yet their own equals. Nature's fclf docs wed) 
** A mutual warmth through both their bofoms fpread : 
•« Fate gave the fignal j both at once began 
'< The gentle race, and with juft pace they ran. 
" Ev^n fo, methinks, when two fair taper» come 
** From feveral doors, entering at once the room, 
«' With a fwift flight, that leaves the eye behind, 755 
*' Their amorous lights into one light are joined. 

•« Nature 



*' Natmr hcrfelfy -were flu to judge ttit cafe, 

*< Knew not wliicb ^rft b^ao lis kind esdirace. 

« Micfaal liermadcft ftmm imi^ttt, to crmce&l, 

<< But love even tii" art to hide xt dos revcsH : 7^ 

■' Hf?r loft inipra£uE*d ?yn betnr^d 'dx theft, 

'* Love pafs'd^DnDii^dsein, and iSiereiiidifootft^lc^? 

*■ She'b}aih''d wfaen he mpprtiMdr&, snd mheii be fpoke ; 

*' And fnddenly ber wandenng axtfwtrs broke 

*' At kk name^i fimnd 3 xnd^iK'bcn ibe beard bxm ]vrr.7$^d, 

«< Wdb cooDceni'd baAe ber tban£;htfDl looks flie nus*d. 

** UncalTd-Car £gbs oft from ber bcfom flew, 

** And Adric^^s adive £nesd Ibe" abraptlT grew. 

*' Oft, wbcD tbe Comics gay youdi iood waiting by, 

*' Sbe fa>Te to a& a cold iaditferency ; 770 

" In Tadn flie a&od (b conftrain^d a part, 

<* For tbonfand namdefs tbiags difdosM ber beart. 

<< On th* odier £tdt^ David witb filcnt pain 

*** Did in l e fp e Ofu l bonads bis fires contain < 

«' ffis bumble fisar t^ offend, and trembling awe, 775 

** Inapos^d on him a no-kfe rigorous law 

« Than modefty on ber j and, though be ftrove 

'« To make her fee % be durft not tell his love, 

*' To tell it fiift, the timorous youth made cboice 

<« Of mufic^s bolder and more a&ive voice ; 780 

" And thus,l>eneath her window, did he touch 

<* His faithful lyre $ the words and numbers fuch 

'** At did well worth my memory ap}>ear, 

'^ And mayjierhaps dcferve your princely eart 
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« AWAKZ, iwike, cj Lttt : 7I5. 

^ AuiuII cy Csi au±£r*s favable tale, 
•* Is £aLZ^ ilit a at prtrail ; 
** Scssds tbti geatlf th&sgbts isifpcie i 
^ Tbooga ib czaitf-d uic, 

" Aad 1 13 law'.j be, 7^ 

'^ TcU ^» ^^^^ discreet cotrs make sU thy itannony*. 

*« Hark ! hjrw tte ftnngs zvnkt ; 
^^ Andy thoagh the moring hacd approach not near, 

« ThemtelTCs with awfiil ftar, 
** A kind cf cumerout trembling make. y^^ 

" Now all thy fcrcet try, 

<* Now all thy channs apply, 
<< Revenge upon her ear the conquefts of her eye. 

** Weak Lyre ! tfay Tirtue furc 
** It ufelefs here, fince thou art only found to» 

** To cure, but not to wound, 
*' And (he to wound, but not to cure. 

** Too weak too wilt thou prove 

** My paffion to remove, 
<< Phyiic to other ills, tlioo 'rt Nourifliment to Love. 

" Sleep, deep again, my Lyre ! 
•* For thou can ft never tell my humble tale 
*' In founds that will prevail ; 
'^ Nor gentle thoughts in her infpire : . 
*' All thy vain mirth lay by, Sio 

<* Bid thy ftrings fjlent lie, 
•* Sleep, flccp again, my Lyre ! and let thy matter die. 

"She 
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*< She heard all this, and the prevailing found 
** Touched with delightful pain her tender wound. 
<• Yet, though flie joy'd th' authentic news to hear, 815 
** Of what ihe guefs'd before with jealous fear, 
«* She chcck'd her forward joy, and bluftiM for fhame, 
** And did his boldnefs with forc'd anger blame. 
** The fenfelefs rules which firft falfe honour taught, 
" And into laws the tyrant cuftom brought— 820 
•« Which women's pride and folly did invent, 
** Their lovers and themfelves too to torment,— 
«* Made her next day a grave difpleafure fain, 
<* And all her words, and all her looks, conftrain 
** Before the trembling youth ; who, when he faw 825 
«' His vital light her wonted beams withdraw, 
** He curs'd his voice, his fingers, and his lyre, 
•* He curs'd his too-bold tongue, and bold defire 5 
** In vain he cursM the lad, for that ftill grew ; 
*• From all things food its ftrong complexion drew : 
'* His joy and hope their chearful motions ceased, 
•« His life decay'd, but ftill his love encreas'd ; 
** Whilft (he, whofe heart approved not her difdain, 
•• Saw and endur'd his pains with greater pain. 
«• But Jonathan, to whom both hearts were known, 835 
•' With a concernment equal to their own 
•< (joyful that Heaven with his fworn love compIyM 
** To draw that knot more.faft which he had ty'd) 
** With well-tim 'd zeal, and with an artful care, 
/* ReftorM^ and bettered foon, the nice affair. 840 

•* With eafe a brother's lawful power o'ercame 
<< The formal decencies of virgin- fhame. 
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** Mr xcinr :r.5 pcu'j.-i'iv.i tt::^: hc^-!.: -ncrtu- proTc; 
•■ lii: .nmnr : •rninsri h:^ vrt-js by >is '.cv- : 
*' /•-;.'! n-i. '.•*". 'fj h.rr. ipoks. -wirh rncr^ -f irt I65 
* .\rifi f.— iiifi, *hin -sr'-ii became rhe itingly pdjt:— 
" Your v-...:'ir, Di-ii, inJ i::;rh 'K-crtb, I'alikc, 
•• T'^ ;..-i.i': i. il. iT.i;.:"! i-ity, riiine :o fee 
*• I'r-v if'ift'l j anci we ihali :' our umcil powers 
** ij'j ''.r'n iikft care I'.iat part, as yju did jours. 870 
«' 1 ',.'Li'i ir, (jrA\ w^ IIIlc thcf;: I^'^-^s (hould prove, 
" wvijo fc;;! :!;.; viiTuwS wliicb they 're bound to lo?e. 

#1 Your 



^AYIDEIS. Book III. i6i 

** Yotir piety does that tender point fecure, 
** Nor will my ads fuch humble thoughts endure : 
*^ Yonr ntameis to ^t rather fupports the crown, 875 
*' And th* honours given^ you encreafe our own. 
«« All that wc can we '11 give 5 'tis our intent, 
<' Both as a guard and as an ornament, 
*' To place thee next ourfelves j Heaven does approve, 
** And my fon's friendihip, and my daughter's love, 
** Guide fatally, methinks, my willing choice j 
*< I fee, methinks, Heaven in 't, and I rejoice. 
*< Blufli not, my fon ! that MichaPs love I name, 
*< Nor need ihe blufli to hear it ; 'tis no fliame 
** Nor fecret now ; fame does it loudly tell, S85 

** And all men but thy rivals like it well. 
*• If Mcrab's choice could have comply'd with mine, 
<« Merab, my elder comfort, had been thine i 
** And her's, at laft, fhouM have with «iine comply'd, 
«* Had I not thine and MichaVs heart defcry'd. 890 
** Take whom diou lov'ft, and who loves theej the laft 
'' And dcareft prefent made me by the chafte 
^^ Ahinoom j and, unlefs (he me deceive, 
«* When I to Jonathan my crown fliali leave, 
<« •Twin be a fmailer gift. $(^^ 

*• If I thy generous thoughts may undertake 
** To gueis, they are wjjat jointure thou (halt make 
*« Fitting her birrii and fortune : and, fince fo 
** Cuftom ordsMns, we mean t' exa6l it too« 
** The jointure wc exa£k is, that fhall be ^o^ 

*< JiQ kfs advantage to thy fame than ihe. 
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*' Go vrhere Philiftian troops infeft the land^ 

'* Renew the terrors of thy- conquering hand ; 

*' When thine own hand^ which needs muft conquenor 

** prove, T 

*' In this joint caufe of honour and of love, 905 

*• An hundred of the faithlefs foe fhall flay, 

; ** And for a dower their hundi^d fore&ins pay, 
** Be Michal thy reward : did we not know 
*« Thy mighty fate, and worth that makes it fo,' 
** We (hould not cheaply that dear blood expofe, 9x0 
«* Which we to mingle with our own had chofe i 
<* But thou 'rt fecure ; and, fmce this match of thine 
** We to the public benefit defign, 
** A public good ftiall its beginning grace, 
** And give triumphant omens oF thy race. 915 

" Thus fpoke the king : the happy youth bow'd 
low; 
•* Modeft and graceful his great joy did fliow: 
" The noble talk well pleas'd his generous mind, 
" And nought t' except againft it could he find, 
*' But that his miftrefs' price too cheap appeared j 92Q 
«< No danger, but her fcorn of it, he fear'd. 
«« She with much different fenfe the news receiv'd, 
*< At her high rate (he trembled, biufliM, and griev'd j 
«< 'Twas a lefs work the conqueft of his foes, 
«« Than' to obtain her leave his life t' expofe. 9*5 

«« Their kind debate on this foft point would prove 
«< Tedious, and needlefs, to repeat : if love 
•< (As fure it has) e'er touch'd your princely breaft> 

«' 'TwiJI to your getvlU thoughts at full fuggeft 
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«.A11 that was done, or faid; the grief, hope, fears ; 
<< His troubled joys, and her obliging tears « 
*< In al) the pomp of paflion^s reign they part; 
** And bright prophetic forms enlarge his hrart : 
*« Viftory and fame, and that more quick delight 
** Of the rich prize for which he was to fight. 935 

** Tow'rds Gath he went, and in one month (fo fooH 
** A fatal and a willing work is done!) 
** A double dower, two hundred forefkins, brought 
" Of choice Philiftian knights with whom he fought, 
** Men that in birth and valoiu* did excel, 940 

*« Fit for the caufe and hand by which they fell. 
«* Now was Saul caught j nor longer could delay 
«« The two refiftlefs lovers' happy day. 
*« Though this day's coming long had feem'd and flow, 
•* Yet feem*d its ftay as long and tedious now j 945 
*' For, now the violent weight of eager love 
** Did with more hallo fo near its centre move, 
** He cursM the ftops of form and flate, which lay 
*' In this laft ftage, like fcandals, in his way. 

** On a large gentle hill crown'd with tall wood, 
'* Near where the regal Gabaah proudly flood, 
** A tent was pitched, of green wrought damaik made, 
** And feem'd but the i'lxdi forell's natural fhadej 
** Various and vafl within, on pillar^ borne 
" Of Shittim-wood, that ufcfully adorn. 955 

\* Hither, to grace the nuptial-feaft, does Saul 
** Of the twelve tribes th* elders and captains call r 
** And all around the idle, bufy crowd 
** With Ihouts and blefTmgs tell their joy aloud. 

M 3 1*%\ 
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" Lo ! the prrfs breaks, and from didr frrenl faomes 

" In decent pride the bride and bridegroom comes. 

*' Before the bride, in a long double row 

" With folemn pace tfairtr choice rirgint go, 

*' And make a moriog galsxy on earA ; 

" All heavenly bean ties, all of higheft btrdt i 965 

'* All clad in Hrelieft colonrsy frefh and fair 

" As the bright flowers that crown'^d their brighter hair ^ 

" All in that ccw-blown age which does infpire 

'* Warmth in themfelves, in their beholders fire« 

** But all this, and all elfe the fun did e'*er, 970 

'^ Or fancy fee, in her lefs-bonnded fphere, 

" The bi!de herfelf outflione ; and one would fay 

** They made but the faint dawn to her full day. 

** Behind a numerous train of ladies went, 

" Who on their drcfs much ffuitlefs care had fpent t 

** Vain gems, and unregarded coft, they bore, 

** For all men*s eyes were ty'd to thofe before. 

** The bridegroom's flouriihing troop fill'd next the 

" place, 
** With thirty comely youths of nobleft race, 
" That raarch'd before 5 and Heaven around his head 
*' The graceful beams of joy and beauty fpread. 
'* So the glad ftar, which men and angels love, 
'' Prince of the glorious hoft that fhines above 
** (No light of heaven fo chearful or fo gay ) 
** Lifts up his facred lamp, and opens day. 985 

*• The king himfelf, at the tent's crowned gate, 
** In all his robes of ceremony' and ilate, 

" Sate 
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*^ Sate to receive the tram ; on either hand 

" Did the high-prieft and the great prophet ftand ; 

•* Adriel behind, Jonathan, Abner, Jefle, 990 

*« And aH the chiefs in their due ©rder prefs, 

** FirikSaul declafr'd hid ehoice, and the juft ca^ifc 

" Avow'd b^' a general murmur of applaufe ; 

•* Then fign*d her dower; and in. few word* he pray'd, 

•* And b)eft, and 'gave Ae joyful, trembling maid 995 

** T' her lover's hands 5 who, with a chearful look 

** And htmjble gefture, the vaft prefent took. 

** The nuptial -hymn fti-ait founds, and muHcs play, 

" And feAfts and balls ihoiten thie thoughtlefe day 

** To all but to the wedded 5 till at laft 1000 

** The long-wilh'd night did her kind /hadow catl j 

•* At laft th* ineftimable holl^^va8 come 

** To lead his ■conquering prey in triumph home. 

'< T' a palace near, dneft for the nuptial -bed, 

** (Part of her dower) he his ftur princefs led j 100 j 

«* Saul, the high-prieft, and Samuel, here they leave, 

♦* Who, as they part, their weighty bleffings give. 

" Her vail is now put on 5 and at the gate 

** The thirty youths and thirty virgins wait 

** With golden lamps, bright as the flames they bore, 

** To light the nuptial-pomp, and march before 5 

** The reft bring home in ftate the happy pair, 

« To that laft icene of bljfs, and leave them there 

** All thofe free joys infatiably to prove, 

" With which rich Beauty feafts the glutton Love. 10 1 5 

** But fcarce, alas ! the firft feven days were paft, 
^ la^ which the public nuptial triumphs laft, 

M 4.. " NRV.\v 
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*• Wner ^u.vl t:^:i anr i'"i5ifcnr sLi f ^ i ct* 

'- 'Sozx auc3£ czzss ^ |*» jrt ucc^xxs uiaKmt !) 

*' fi£ srsr'i i^ co^ work, kansca aai 6aoe; ioi» 

"* Jasr'd Dsiii ku, kis SerwvSL laas kss ibii. 

*■ Xs jfli^ger k» «ud wzath caud ke aaDmaad i 

** Hs ^^^« ID ftuB his own impcsai imid. 

** Ik ki^ fisK'ft &£aodi udj that twise choeed too^ 

«< Wita traepfs 2ad znaies doo one life poribe. i«»5 

" Said I bd ocs ! hU thiri^ lage cxtccds 

* To th* ilfcs of a^ i:s kindred and his firiaiidt$ 

«* Ev'n Jonaskan kad dj'd for being ib^ 

" Had not fuA God ?at-by tk' nnnatunl bkrr. 

<' Yon sss. Sir, the txve caufe which beings as hcft4 
*' NoYol^ diibocteni^ at groimdleis fSears 
" No guilty aa or end calls us firom kome $ 
*' Ocly to brri::he in peace awhiie we come ; 
'• RuJy to ienre, and in mean fpace to pray 
'* ¥cT, yon who us receirc, and him who drives away.** 
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BOOK IV. 

CONTENTS. 

IMoab carries his guefts to hunt at Nebo ; in the way 
falls into difcourfe with David, and defires to know 
of him the reafons of the change of government in 
Ifrael ; how Saul came to the crown, and the ftory 
of him and Jonathan. David*s fpeech, containing, 
the ftate of the commonwealth under the Judges ; 
the motives for which the people defired a king; their 
Deputies' fpeech to Samuel upon that fubjeft, and his 
reply. The aHTembling of the people at the taberna- 
cle, to enquire God's pleafure. God*s fpeech. The 
chara£ler of Saiil ; his anointing by Samuel, and 
election by lot ; tbe defeftion of his people. The 
war of Nahalh king of Ammon againfl jabefh-Gilead ; 
Saul and Jonathan's relieving of the town, Jona- 
' than's charafter ; his fingle fight with Nahafh, whom 
he flays, and defeats his army. The confirmation 
of Saul's kingdom at Gilgal, and the manner of Sa* 
muel's quitting his office of Judge. The war with 
the PhiirHines at Macmas 3 their ftrength, and the 

•weaknefs* 
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weaknefs of Savr* forces ; his exercifing of tlie 
piieftlj fnnCtiem, ax»4 ths.judgrarnt Renounced by 
Saunuel agaioft him. Jonflthan*s difcoorie with his 
Efquire ; their falling alooe upon the enemy *s out- 
goards at Senes^ and after upon the whole army ; the 
wonderful defeat of it. Saul^s raih vow, by which- 
Jonathan is to be put to death, but is faved by. the 
people. 

T Hough ftate and kind difcourfe thus robbM the 
night 
Of half her natural and more juft delight, 
Moab (whom temperance did ftill vigorous keep. 
And r^;al cares had usM to modei-ate deep) 
Up with the fun arofe 5 and, having thrice 5. 

With lifted iiands bow'd towards his (hining rife. 
And thrice towards Phegor, his Baal's holieft hill 
(With good and pious prayers, directed ill) 
€aird to the chace his friends, who for him ftay'd ; 
The glad dogs barkM, the cliearful horfes neighM. xo- 
Moab his chariot monnts, drawn by four deeds. 
The bell and nobJeft that frcfli Zerith breeds. 
All white as fnow, and fpriteful as the light. 
With fcarlet trapt, and foaming gold they bite. 
He into it young David with him took, 15 

Did with reipecl and wonder on him look 
Since laft night's ftory, and with greedier ear 
The man, of whom i'o much he heard, did hear. 
The well-born y^uth of all his flourifhing comt 
March gay behind/ and joyful, to the fportj 20 

Some 
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Some armM with bows, fome with ftraight javelins^ ride : 
Rich fwords and gilded quivers grace their fide, 
'Midft the fair troop David's tall brethren rode^ 
And Joaby comely as a fancied God ; 
They entcrtain'd th' attentive Moab lords » e 

With loofe and various talk that chance afSbrds, 
Whilft they pacM flowly on ; but the wife king 
Did David's tongue to weightier fubje6ls bring. 
** Much/' faid the king, " much I to Joab owe^ 
" For the fair pi6lure drawn by him of you j 3^1 

« 'Twas drawn in little, but did afts exprefs 
** So great, that largeft hiftories are lefs. 
*« I fee, methinks, the Gathian monfter ftill 5 
" His ihape laft night my mindful dreams did filir 
" Strange tyrant Saul, with envy to purfuc 35 

** The praife of deeds whence his own fafety grew ! 
«' I 've heard (but who can think it ?) that his foa 
" Has his life's hazard for your friend/hip run j 
" His matchlefs fon, whofe worth (if fame be true) 
*' Lifts him 'bove all his countrymen but you, • 40 
" With whom it makes him one." Low David bows. 
But no reply Moab's fwift tongue allows. 
" And pray, kind gueft I whilft we ride thus," fays he 
** (To gameful Ncbo ftill three leagues there be) 
"The ftory of your royal friend relate, 45 

** And his ungovem'd fire's imperious fate ; 
•* Why your great State that namelefs family chofe, 
«* And by what fteps to Ifracl's throne they rofe." 
He faid t and David thus : " From Egypt's J^nd 
•• You 'vc heard. Sir, by what ftrong unarmed hand 50 
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** Our fathers came, Mofes their facred guide j 
** But he in fight of the given country dy'd : 
** His fatal promised Canaan was on high, 
** And* Jolhua's fword muft th'aftive rod fupply: 
J« It did fo, and did wonders. 55 

•* Trom facred Jordan to the Weft em main, 
** From well-clad Libanus to the Southern plain 
*' Of naked fands, his winged conquefts went ; 
** And thirty kings to hell uncrowned he fent. 
'< Alihoft four hundred years, from him to Saul, 6« 
^~In too much freedom paft, or foreign thrall. 
** Oft ftrangers^ iron fceptres bruisM the land 
<< (Such ftill are thofe borne by a conquering hand); 
** Oft pitying God did wcll-form'd fpirits raife^ 
** Fit for the toilfome bufinefs of their days, 45 

^ To free the groaning nation, and to give 
** Peace firft, and then the rules in peace to live. 
*• But they whofe ftamp of power did chiefly IJp 
** In chara£lers too fine for moft men's eye, 
** Graces and gifts divine j — not painted bright 70 
** With ftate to awe dull minds, and force t' affright;— 
•* Were ill bbey'd whilft living, and at death 
** Their rules and pattern vaniflrd with their breath. 
** The hungry rich all near them did devour ; 
** Their judge was Appetite, and their law was Power. 
*« Not Wantitfelf could luxury reftrain ; 
«* For what that emptied. Rapine fillM again. 
** Robbery the field, Oppreflion fack'd the town ; 
** What the Sword's reaping fpar'd, was glcan'd by th' 
"Gown, 

«* At 
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** At courts, and feats of juftice, to complain, 80 

•* Was to be robVd more vexingly again. 
** Nor was their Luft'lefs a6^ive or lefs bold, 
*' Amidft this rougher fearcb of blood and gold ; 
•* Weak beauties they corrupt, and force the ftrong 5 
-** The pride of old men that, and this of young. 85 
** You 'ave heard perhaps. Sir, of lewd Gibeah's ihame, 
'^ Which Hebrew tongues ftill tremble when they name s 
** Alarmed all by one fair ftranger^s eyes, 
^^ As to a fudden war, the town does rife, 
•'< Shaking and pale, half-dead ere they begin 99 

** The ftrange and wanton tragedy of their fin : 
** All their wild lufts they force her to fuilain, 
*' Till by ihame, forrow, wearinefs, and pain, 
** She midft their loathed and cruel kindnefs dies $ 
V^ Of monftrous luft the innocent facrifice. 95 

" This did, 'tis true, a civil war create 
** (The frequent curfe of our loofe-govern'd ftate); 
^» All Gibcah's, and all Jabeih' blood it coft} 
" Near a whole tribe, and future kings, we loft. 
^' Firm, in this general earthquake of the land, 100 
** How could religion, its main pillar, ftand ? 
** Proud and fond man his Father^s worfliip hates, 
** Himfelf, God*s ci*eature, his own god creates ! 
" Hence in each houihold feveral deities grew, 
** And when no old one pleasM, they framM a new 1 103 
*' The only land which ferv'd but One before, 
'* Did th* only then all nations* gods adore. 
•• They fervM their gods at firft, and foon their kings 
•' ( Their choice of that this latter ilavcry bim^-i'i % 



X7* COWLEY'S fOEMS. 

<c Till ipccial smd, anB*d wkk God's wanaBt, broke 
<< By jufteft force th' oi^ftlT-forced yoke $ 
<< All xnatcUers peribiis, aad dmce vortby they 
^ Of power more great, or lands marc apt t* obey. 
<« At laft tiK priefthood joined, in Ithamar^s foa, 
^ More weight and hiftre to the ficeptie won ; 115 

^ Bat, whilft niiki Eli and good Samnel were 
** Bnfied with age, and th* altar's facred care, 
** To their wild Ions they tiKir high chaise conmiit, 
** Who* expose to fcom and hate both them and it. 
<* Eli's curs*d hoafe th' exemplar rengeance bean iso 
*' Of all their blood, and all fad liners tears ; 
** His Tons abroad, himfelf M, home, lies flain ; 
** Ifrael *s captiv^d, God^s ark aod law ate ta'en. 
** Thus twice are nations by ill princes vez'd, 
•* They fufFer By them firft, and For them next, 125 
** Samuel fuccecds ;^fince Moles, none before 
** So much of God in his bright bofom bore. 
*' In vain our arms Philiftian tyrants feiz'd j 
" Heaven's magazines he open'd when he pleas'd ; 
V He rains and wind for auxiliaries brought ; 130 

** He mufterM flames and thunders when he fought. 
** Thus thirty years with ftrong and fteady hand 
** He held th' unihaken balance of the land ; 
*' At laft his fons th' indulgent father cbofe 
» ** To fliare that ftate which they were bom to lofe : 
" Their hateful afts that change's birth did haftc, 
*' Which had long growth i' th' womb of ages paft; ' 
*« To this (for ftill were fomc great periods fct, 
'' Then 's a ftroDg knot of feve^l caufo met) 

3 « The 
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*•* The threats concurr'd of a rough neigboiiring war $ 
■** A mighty ftorm long gadiering from afar : 
** For Ammon, heighfen'd with mixM nationsVaid, 
** Like torrents fwoln with rain, prepared the land t' in- 
^* Samuel was old, and, by his fons' ill choice^ [vadc 
" TurnM dotard in th' unikilful vulgar's voice $ 145 
** His fons fo fcomM and hated, that the land 
<* Nor hop'd, nor wifh'd, a viftory from their hand. 
** Thefe were the jnft andfatiltlefs caufcs why 
** The general voice did for a Monarch cry 5 
** But God ill grains did in this inccnfe fmell ; 150 
*« WrappM in fair leaves he faw the canker dwell : 
" A mutinous itch of change } a dull defpair 
** Of helps divine, oft provM^ a faithlefs care 
** Of common means 5 the pride of heart and fcom 
*< Of th' humble yoke under low Judges borne. 155 
** They faw the ftate and flittering pomp which bleft 
**In vulgar fenfe the fceptres of the Eaft j 
'** They faw not power's true Iburce, and fcom'd f obey 
«* Perfons that look'd no dreadfuller than they j 
'** They mifs'd courts, guards, a gay and numerous 
" frain— i5o 

*« Our Judges, like their laws, were rude and plain : — 
'** On an old bench of wood, her feat of ftate 
** Beneath the well-known palm» wife Deborah fate ; 
''^ Her maids with comely diligence round her fpun, 
•' And Ihc too, when the pleadings there were done : 
•** With the fame goad Shamgar his oxen drives 
y Which took, the fun Mine, iix hundred lives 
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*' From bit IbamM foes : he midft his woik dealt laws;: 
** And oft was his plough Hopped to hear a canfe : 
** Nor did great Gideon his old flail difdain,. 17^ 

f< Alter won fields, iackM towns, and princes flain; 
** His fceptre that, and Ophia^s thcefliing-floor 
*' The iSeat and emblem of his juftioe boie. 
*< What flioold I Jair, the happieft father, name ? 
** Or.monmful Jepbtha, known no lefs to fune 175 
** For the moft wretched ? Both at once did keep 
** The mighty flocks of Ifrael and their flieep. 
f* Oft from the field in hafte they fummonM were 
** Some weighty foreign embafly to hear ; 
** They caird their flaves, their fons, and friends, aroondi 
*' Who all at federal cares were fcatterM found; 
*' They wafliM their feet, their only gown put on, 
** And this chief work of ceremony was done. 
<' Thefe reafons, and all elfe that could be.faid, 
** In a ripe hour by factious eloquence fpread 1S5 

** Through all the tribes, make all defire a king 5 
** And to their Judge fele^ed deputies bring 
** This harfli demand {which Nacol for the reft. 
<' ( A bold and artful mouth) thus with much grace 
** exprefs'd:— 
" We 're come, moft-facred Judge ! to pay th' arrears 
*' Of much-ow'd thanks, for the bright thirty years. 
** Of your juft reign ; and at your feet to lay 
*i All that our grateful hearts can weakly pay 
<^ In unproportion'd words j for you alone 
** The not unfit reward^ who feek for none. 195 

" But 
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^ But, when our forepaft ills we call to mindy 
** And fadly think how little ^s left behind 
** Of your important life, whofe fudden date 
'* Would diiinherit th* unprovided date ; 
*i. When we confider how unjuft *tis, youy 200 

" Who ne>r of power more than the burden knew, 
** At once the weight of that and age ihould have 
" (Your (looping days prefs'd doubly towards the grave) j 
** When we behold by Ammon^s youthful rage, 
" Proud in th* advantage of your peaceful age, 105 
" And all th' united Eafl:, our fall confpirM 5 
" And that your Tons, whom chiefly we defir'd 
*^ As ftamps of you, in your lov*d room to place, 
** By unlike a£l8 that noble damp deface ; 
*' Midft thefe new fears and ills we 're forc'd to fly 
** T* a new, and yet unpractised, remedy j 
'* A new one, but long promisM, and foretold . 
" By Mofes^ and to Abraham fliown of old ; 
" A prophecy long forming in the womb - 
" Of teeming years,, and now to ripenefs come* 2 1 5 
" This-remedy 's a King.; for this we all . 
'' With an infpirM and zealous union call t 
" Andy in one found when all men*s voices join,- . 
'* The mufic *s tunM, no doubt, by hand divine : 
^ *Tis God alone fpeaks a whole nation's voicej %i^- 
** That is his public language ; but the choice ■ 
*' Of what Peculiar head that crown muft bear, 
" From you, who his Peculiar organ are, ' 

<< We* expert to hear : the people ihall to you 
•* Their king, the king his crown and pco^\e» o^t* 
VOL.IL N ^*t^ 
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«< ToTgtrpmmmewfBthdbeviHithmi; 

*' Fmfjig aw2uk at A 

«< CalMly icplki--YoB :re fee tbe fiii^ ttd bv 

«' Of ftccbocn'OKa dntbcgg^d-fior flavoy. 

'* I hxpmtj fricads, with iMSfcaljr nanna £b^ 

^ (Oiirai<if0 ic£tt[ini ^ciht>iweiBtferbnaUL tf5 

^< Long fisce fay God fioai bondage dnwn, I feai^ 

<< We bofid anmr tfa' SgyptiaB bcick-kiin here. 

'* Cheat not yooriclves with words i for, thoaglnbKing 

'^ Be ths mild name, a T3rniot is the tfain^. 

^* Let his power loofe, and you fliail quickly fiea 940 

*< How mild a thing unbounded man wiil be. 

" He *il had yon forth your hearts' cheap bkiodtD ^pillf 

** Wherever his guidelefe paifion leads hit wiil : 

** Ambition, loft, or fpleen, his wars will raife; 

** Your iirct* beft price hit thirit of wealth or praife i 

'^ Your ablelt font for hit proud guards he *il take, 

*^ And by fuch hands your yoke more grievous make: 

'* Youir4sughters and dear wives be Ul force away i 

** His loKnry hmkt^ and fome hit loft» t^ obey t 

** His idle friends your hungry toils fliail eat, 150^ 

■** Prink your rich winet, mix*d with your blood and' 

« fweat. 
^ Then you *U all figh, bnt fighs will treafbnc be ; 
** And nit your gricft-lhMiieives, or looks, be finet s 

«' Robb*4 
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■•* RobVdcT'tt of hopes, wiien yon thefe ills fuftaio, 

*' Yoyr.wateary c^cet you ^11. then turn back in vain 255 

«' On your old Judges, and.(«erh9ps on me, 

•** Nay, ev'n my fans, howe'er they' unhappy be 

'^ In your diQfdeafurenow; not that I'd. clear 

** Their guilt, or mine own innocence indear : 

** WitncJ& th^ unutterable Name, there 's nought 2 So 

" Of private ends into this queftion brought. 

« Bui: why this yoke on your own necks to draw ? 

'< Why map your God, and paflion made your Law ? 

** Methinks (thus Moab interrupts him here) 
*» The good old feer 'ganift Kings was. too kverc* %6$ 
" 'TiS'jeftito tell a people that they 're free ; 
« Who, or How many, ihall their mafters be 
'< Is the ible doubt $ laws guide, but cannot rdgn ; 
^« And, though they bind not kings, yet they reftrain, 
*' I.dare^afiirm (fo much I truft their love) 170 

'^ That no one Moabite wonld his fpeech approve. 
** But, pray go on.— 'Tis true. Sir, he replies; 
** Yet men whom age and a6lion render wife 
*' So much g^at changes fear, that they believe 
** All evils will, which may, from them arrive. 275 
'* Oni men refoWd thefe threats were fpent in vain ; 
*' All that his power or eloquence could obtain 
«« Was I to enquire God's will ere they proceed 
^' T* a work that would fo much his blcfling need. 
^' Afolemn day for this great work is fet, 280 

<' And.at th* anointed tent all Ifrad met 
*< Sxpe£i th' event j below, fair bullocks fiy 
** In hallowM flames $ above, there mount ou VA^ 

N a ** 'X>o«i 
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^* The prccioiis cloiidf of incenfe; and, at laft, 

** The fprinlding, praiyersy and all dae hmumrty pdl^ 

<< Lo I we the (acied bells o* th* fudden hear, 

** And in mild pomp grave Samnel does appear. 

'' Hit epbod, mitre, well-cut diadem, on ; 

** Th* oraculovf ftor.es on his rich hrtaft-|date (hone. 

'< Towards the bine curtains of God*s holieft place 190 

** (The templets bright third heaven) he tnm*d his face 5 

** Thrice bowM he, thrice the folemn mnfic play*d, 

** And at third reft thus the great prophet pray*d :— 

** Almighty God, to whom all men that be 
'•. Owe all they have, yet none fo much as we 5 195 
•« Who, though thou fill'ft the fpacious world alone, 
" Thy too-fmall court, haft made this place thy throne; 
" With humble knees, and humbler hearts, lo ! here, 
'* Bleft Abraham's feed implores thy gracious ear ; 
•♦ Hear them, great God ! and thy juft will infpire; 
«* From Thee, their long-known King, they* a King 

*« defire. 
" Some gracious figns of thy good pleafure fend 1 
•« Which, lo ! with fouls refign'd, we humbly here at- 

« tend. 
** He fpoke, and thrice he bow'd, and all about 
•* Silence and reverend horror feiz'd the rout $ 305 
*' The whole tent (hakes, the flames on th' altar by 
*< In thick dull rolls mount (low and heavily | 
*• The feven lamps wink ; and, what does moft difmay, 
** Th* oraculous gems (hut-in their natural day i 
«* The ruby's cheek grew pale j the emerald by jio 
'' Faded i a cloud o'ercaft the fapphir't (ky j 

^ « The 
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«• The diamond's eye look'd fleepyj and fwift night, 
«* Of all thofe little funs eclips'd the light : 
** Sad figns of God's dread anger for our fini— 
^* But ftrait a wondrous brightnefs from withm 315 
« Strook through the curtains j for no earthly cloud 
«* Could thofe ftrong beams of heavenly glory (hroud j 
•« The altar*8 fire bum'd pure, and every ftone 
•* Their radiant parent the gay fun out- (hone j 
*' *' Beauty th* illuftrious vifion did impart 310 

«* To every face, and joy to every heart 5 
*< In glad eiFe^ls God^s prefence thus appearM, 
** And thus in wondrous founds his voice was heard :— 
•« This ftubborn land fins ftill, nor is it Thee, but Us 

* ** (Who 'ave been fo long their King) they fcek to caft 

"off thus 5 325 

** Five hundred rolling years hath this ftiff nation ftrove 
** T* exliauft the boundlefs (lores of our unfathomM 

•« love. 
•* Be 't fo then 5 yet once more are we refolv'd to try 
« T* outwcary them through all their fins' variety : 
•« Aflemble, ten days hence, the numerous people here, 
•* T6 draw the royal lot which our hid mark (hall bear. 
/* Pifmifs them now in j^eace 5 but their next crime 

** fhall bring 
<' Ruin without redrefs on them, and on their king, 
** Th' Almighty fpeke 5 th' aftonilhM people part 
«* With various ilamps imprefsM on every heart ; 335 
•* Some their demand repented, others prais'd j 

* ** Someliad no thoughts at all, but ilar'd and gaz'd. 

I N 3 • «/tbKt^ 
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^' There dwelt a man, namM Kis^ in Gibeah towa^ 
** For wifdom much, and much for courage, known ; 
** More for his fon ; his mighty fon was Saul, 340 
** Whom nature, ere the lots, t^ a throne did calU 
** He was much prince, and when, or wherefoe*er, 
** His birth had been, then had he reignM, and there* 
** Such beauty, as great ftrength thinks no diigraoe^ 
** Smird in the manly features of his face j 345 

<* His large, black eyes, filPd with a fpriteful light, 
** Shot forth fttch lively and illuftrious night, 
** As the fun-beams, on jet reflecting, ihow $ 
" His hair, as black, in long curl'd waves did flow; 
*' His tall ftraight body amidft thoufands ftood, 350 
** Like fome fair pine o'erlooking all th' ignobler wood. 
*• jpf all our rural fports he was the pride j 
'* So fwift, fo ftrong, fo dextrous, none befide. 
** Reft was Jiis toil, labours his luft and game j 
** No natural wants could his fierce diligence tame, 
•' Not thirft nor hunger ; he would journeys go 
" Through raging heats, and take repofc in fnow* 
" His foul was ne'er unbent from weighty care j 
" But aftive as fome mind that turns a fphere. 
** His way once chofe, he forward thruft outright, 36^ 
«* Nor ftep'd afide for dangers or delight. 
** Yet was he wife all dangers to forefee ; 
<* But bom t' affright, and not to fear, was he. 
*' His wit was ftrong, not fine $ and on his tongue 
** An artlefs grace, above all eloquence, hung* 3^5 
<< Thefe virtues too the rich unufual drefs 
«< Of modefty adorn'd, and humblenefs s 

<* Like 
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<* Cibea rich varnifh o^er fair pi^^ives laid, 
" More freiband lafting they the colours made. 
*^ Till power and violent fortune, which did find 37» 
*<'No ftop or bomdy o^erwhelmM no kfs'his mind, 
'< Dkiy deluge-like, the natural fonns deface, 
*< And brought forth unknown moafier&in their place* 
« Focbid it^.God ! my mafter'^ fpots /houJd be, 
•" Were they not feen by all, difclosM by rac ! 375 , 
'< Bjatfuch he was; and now to Ramah.wfnt 
«* (So God difpes'd) with a ftrangc, low intent. 
** Great God ! he went loft aflcs to enquire, 
'* And avfrnaU prefent^ his ihiall qu«ftipn*s hire, 
« Brou^t Amply with him, ta that man to give, 3S0 
" From whom high Heaven'schief gifts he.muft receive : 
" Strange play of Fate ! when mightieft human tilings 
** Hang on fuch fmali, imperceptible, firings 1 
** *Twas Samuers birth-day ; a glad annual feaft 
•'.All Rama kept j Samuel his wondering gueft 385 
** With fuch refpe6l leads to it, and does grace 
*« With the choice meats o' th' feaft, aiul higheft place j . 
** Which done, him forth alone the prophet brings, 
*< And feafts his ravilh'd ears with nobler things : 
**^ He tells the mighty fate to .him ailign'd, 390 

'' And with great rules fill'd his capacious mind ; 
** Then takes the facred vial, and does (hed 
^' A -crown of myftic drops around his head ; 
«< Drops of that royal moifture which does know 
** No mixture, and tlifdains the place below. 395 

'* Soon comes the kingly day» and with it brings 
« A;new account of time upqn his win|;sr 

N4, ** T\» 
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^ T^: zcoflLs. zxu tbe ritrs Mad pnvcn all potil^ 

*- B-:b^Id : iht asaTsn-iraraatd left b caft ; 

'- "TlsanghtbrilcaTtBits waT,andcaiiaoftiiu£i; 400 

*< FoR& BcBJamiiiy ferth laps tiie houfe of Cis 1 

" As gUnaiicni^ dan, jufi at th* approach of daj» 

«' Cafluer^d br tioops, at laft drop ail away; 

** Bt fnch dcgncs ail mai's bright hopes are gone, 

'* Aod, like the fan^ Sanrt <ot Aines all alone. 405 

**• Et'ii here pcifaaps the pco}Je*t ihoat was heard, 

*■ Ttt load long fliooty when God's fair choice appcarM : 

" Al«Tc the wboic vaft tbrong he* appeared (b tall, 

'* As if by Nature made for th' head of all ; 

<< So full of grace and ftate, that one might know 410 

** ""Twas ibme wife eye the blind lot guided fo i 

*' But blind ungnidcd lots have more of choice 

" And ccnftancy than the (light vulgar's voice. 

** Ere yet the crown of facrtd oil is dry, 

** Whilft echoes yet prclcrve the joyfui cry, .415 

** Scir.e gi-ow enraged their own vain hopes to mifs, 

" Seme en\-y Saul, fome fcorn the houfe of Cis ; 

** Seme their firft mutinous vrifh, * a King !' repent, 

•* As if, fmce that, quite fpoilM by God's confent: 

** Few to this prince their firft juft duties pay ; 4x0 

" All leave the old, but few the new obey. 

** Thus changes man, but God is conftant (till 

** To thofe eternal grounds that mov'd his will 5 

" And, though he yielded firft to them, 'tis fit 

*' That ftubbom men at laft to him fubmit. 415 

** As midft the main a low fmall ifland lies, 
*' Aftaulted round with ftormy feas and ikies, 

« VihU 
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*' Whltft th« poor heartlefs natives, every honr, 
•• Darknefs and noife feem ready to devour 5 
** Such Ifrael^s ftate appearM, whilft o>r the weft 430 
'< Philiftian clouds hung threatening, and from th^eatft 
•**^ All nations* wrath into- one tempeft joins, 
** Through which proud Nahafh like fierce lightnirig 

*• ihines } 
*' Tygris and Nile to his afliftance fend, 
** And waters to fwoln Jaboc's torrent lend j 435 
<<.Seir, Edom, Soba, Amalek, add their force } 
** Up with them march the three Arabias* horfe-; 
** And, *mongft all thefe, none more their hope or pride, 
" Than thofe few troops your warlike land fupply'd. 
" Around weak Jabeih this vaft hoft does lie, 440 
" Difdains a dry and bloodlefs victory. 
" The hopelefs town for flavery does intreat 5 
** But barbarous Nahaih thinks that grace too great j 
*< He (his firft tinbute) their right eyes, demands, 
" And with their faces* ihame difarms their hands. 445 
•** If unrelievM feven days by Ifrael's aid, 
*« This bargain for o'er-rated life is made. 
<« Ah, mighty God I let thine own Ifrael be 
«« Quite blind itfelf, ere this reproach it fee ! 

** By* his wanton people the new king forfook, 459 
«* To homely, rural cares himfelf betook | 
" In private plenty liv*d, without the ftate, 
** Luftre, and noife, due to a public fate. 
** Whilft he his ilaves and cattle follows home, 
-«* Lol the (kd meU'engers^ from Jabeih come, 455 

*' Implore 
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** ImpWie hiS' help, and wQe|>, as if Acy vieant % 

** That way at loft proud Naha^ to prevent. 

** MovM with a kingly wrath, his ftrift connunid • 

« He ifliifs forth r aflemble all the Iwd} 

*< He threatens high, and difobedieot thsy, jf6^ 

« WalL*d by fuch princely tenpiss, learnt t* obey. 

" A mighty hoft is raised ; th* important. caufe 

** Age from their refl, 3routh from their pleafure, doawij 

** ArmM as nnftumifliM hafte ondd them provide} 

" But condud, ooange» anger, that fupplyM. 46$ 

** AH night they march, -and are at.th*early dawn . 

** On Jabelh* heath in thiee fair bodies ^Lrawn : 

•< Saul did himfelf the firft and ftrongeft band, 

*< His Ton- the next, Abner the. third, coamand.^-^ 

** But pardon, Sir, if, naming SattPs great fon, 470 

" I ftop with him awhile ere I go on.-* 

" This is thatjonathan, the joy and. grace, 
** The beautifuirft and btft, of human race j 
** That Jonathan, m whom does mix^d remain 
<' All that kind mothers' wifhes can ccntain! 475 

'* His courage.fuch as it no flop can know, 
** And vi£lory gains by' aftohiihiag the foe ; 
** With lightning^s force his enemies it confounds, 
*' And melts their hearts ere it the bofom wounds $ 
** Yet he the conquered with fuch fweetnefs gains, 4S& 
** As captive lovers find in beaxity^s chains : 
" In war, the adverfe troops he does aifail 
** Like an impetuous .ftorm of wind and hail $ 
« In peace, like gentleft dew that does aflwage 
** The burning months, and temper Syrius' rage ; 4H5 

f<Kind 
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«* Kind as the fun^s bled influence ; and, wherever 

^ He comesy plenty and joy attend him there : 

** To help feexns all his power i his wealth to give» 

*' To do much good, his fole prerogative : 

«' And yet this general bounty of his mind, 490 

<< That with wide amis embraces all mankind, 

** Such artful prudence does to each divide j 

*< With different meafures all are fatisfyM; 

« Juft as wife God his plenteous manna dealt; 

** Some gathered more, but want by none was felt. 495 

«* To -all relations their juft rights he pays, 

*^ And worth^s reward above its claim does raife ; 

** The tendereft hufband,. mafter, father, fon, 

«* And all thofe pai-ts by' his friendftiip far outdone j 

<' His love to friends no bound or rule does know, 500 

** What he to Heaven, all that to him they owe. 

** Keen as his fword, and pointed^ is his wit ; 

** His judgment, like beft aimour, ftrong and iitj 

** And fuch an eloquence to both thefe does join, 

^* As makes in both beauty and ufe combine j 505 

** Through which a noble tin£lure does appear 

*' By learning and choice books imprinted there s 

" As well he knows all times and perfons gone, 

^ As he himfelf to th* future fliall be known ; 

'^ But his chief ftudy is God's facred law, 510 

*' And all his life does comments on it draw;— 

** As never more by Heaven to man was ^iven, 

*' So never more was paid by man to Heaven.*— 

*' And all thefe virtues were to ripenefs grown, 

•* Eft yet his flower of youth was fully blown ; 51 5 
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«* All autumn's ftore did his rich fpring adorn $ ^ 
*' Like trees in paradife^ he with fruit was bom. 
*' Such is his foul ; and if, as fome men telly 
** fiouls foim and build thofe manfions where they 

" dwell, 
«* Whoe'er but fees his body muft confefs, 510 

*« The archite6l, no doubt, could be no lefs, 
«« From Saul his growth and manly ftrength he took, 
*' Chaftis'd by bright Ahinoam's gentler look ) 
*( Not bright Ahinoam, beauty's loudeft name 

'•«* (Till flie t' her children loft with joy her fame) 515 
** Had fweeter ftrokes, colours more frcfli and fair, 
** More dai'ting eyes, or lovelier auburn hair. 
** Forgive me, that I thus your patience wrong, 
** And on this boundlefs fubje6l ftay fo long, 
" Where too much hafte ever to end 'twould be, 530 
** Did not his a6l8 fpeak what 's untold by me. 
'* Though, from the time his haiids a fword could wield, 
** He ne'er mifs'd fame and danger in the field, 
" Yet this was the firft day that call'd him forth, 

■** Since Saul's bright crown gave luftre to his worth j 
** 'Twas the laft morning whofe unchearful rife 
** Sad Jabefh was to view with both their eyes. 
*' Secure proud Nahalh flept'as in his court, 
•* And dreamt, vain man ! of that day's barbarous fport, 
** Till noife and dreadful tumults him awoke j 540 
** Till into 'his camp our violent army broke. 
** The carelefs guards with fmall refiftance kill'd 
<' Slaughter the camp, and wild confufion, fiird j 

** Nahalh 
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^ Nahafh his fatal duty does perfonn, 
«« And marches boldly up t' outface the ftorm 5 545 
«* Fierce Jonathan he meets^ as he purfues 
•• I'h' Arabian horfe, and a hot fight renews : 
•* *Twas here your troops behav'd themfelves fo well, 
•* Till Uz and Jathan, their ftout colonels^ fell. 
** 'Twash*eourviftoryftoppM, and gave us caufe 550 
** Much to fufpeft th' intention of her paufe ; 
«* But, when our thundering Prince Nahafli efpy'd 
** (Who, with a courage equal to his pride, 
*' Broke through our troops, and towards him boldly 

" prefs'd) 
•* A generous joy leaped in his youthful breafti 555 
*• As when a wrathful dragon's difmal light 
'• Strikes fuddenly forae warlike eagle's fight, 
•* The mighty foe pleafes his fearlefs eyes, 
'* He claps his joyful wings, and at him flies. 
" With vain though violent force their darte they flung; 
** In Ammon's'plated belt Jonathan's hung, 
<< And ftopp'd there ; Ammon did his helmet hit, 
** And gliding off^, bore the proud creft from it ; 
- ^* Strait with their fwords to the fierce fliock they came, 
*' Their fwords, their armour, and their eyes, fliot flame j 
f' Blows ftrong as thunder, thick as rain, they dealt, 
'< Which more than they th' engag'd fpe^lators felt; 
«• In Ammon force, in Jonathan addrefs 
** (Though both were great in both to an excefs) 
'* To the well-judging eye did moft appear 5 570' 

*^ Honour and anger in both equal were. 
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«« Two woands ow Pnnce icodr^dy aad Ammotk duipei 
«« Wbich he* cangM-to fed, and *fliam*d to fte, 
^' Did his whole ikicng;th into one blow collcft }7— 
** And as a-fpsuifil, when wc oar aim dinft 5751 

^< To /hoot iotfir biid^ impatiaitly Aaqdt by 
«* Shakiog his tail, ready whb joy to Bf, 
** J11A ai.it drops, upon the wonnded prey f 
** So waited Death itjelf to bear away 
** The threatened life } did glad and greedy Hand sf^ 
'^ At fight ofi mighty Ammon^s lifted haad.*" 
«< Our watchful Prince by bending iav^d the wo«iid< 
<< But Death in other coin his reckoning found } 
** For, whilft th* immoderate ftroke^s mifcarrying forcft 
i ** Had almoft borne the ftriker from his horfe, 5851 

<^ A nimble tbniil bis aftive enemy madej 
« 'Twixt his right ribs deep piercM the furious blade, 
** And opened wide thofe fecret veirds, where 
*' Life's light goes out, when firil^ey let in air. 
** He falls ! bis armour clanks againft the ground,, 
** From his faint tongue imperfe^l curfes found. 
** His amacM troops (b^it caft their arms away ; 
■< Scarce fled his foul from thence more fwift than tb 
<< As when two kings af neighbour hives (whom ra 
*' And thirft of empire in fierce wars engage, 
" Wfatlft each lays claim to th' garden as his own, 
*< And feeks C ufurp the bordering flowers alone) 
<< Their welUarm'd troops drawn boldly forth to 
•* In th* air^s wide plain difpute their doubtful ri 
« If by fad chance of battle either king 
^< Fall wounded down, ftrook with fome fatal f 
--^ S 
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'< Hisnu*my*s boptt-tnd courage with him diei 

*< They flieathc up their fkint fwords, and routed fly^ 

** On th* other fidc» at onfce, with like Aiccefsy 

** Into the camp great Saul and Abner prefs ; 605 

" From Jonathan** part a wild mixM noife' they hear, 

** And« whadbc^r it mean, long to bo there; 

** At the fame inftant from glad Jabefh* town 

" The hafty troops march loud and cheerful down ; 

** Some few at firft with rain refiftance fall, 610 

" The reft ia daughter and vaft conqueft all. 

" The fate by which otir hoft thus far had gone, 

« Our hoft with noble heat drove- farther on 5 

'' Vi6loriou8 arms through Ammon^s land it bore $ 

*^ Ruin behind, and terror marched before t 615 

" Where'er from Rabba's toners they caft their fight, 

" Smoke clouds theday, and flames make clear the night. 

" This bright fuccefs did SauPs frft aftion bring ; 

" The oil, the lot, and crown, lefs crownM him king : 

"The Happy, all men judge for empire ftt, 6ao 

" And none witfaftands where Fortune does fubmit. 

** Thatb who before did God's ftur choice withftand, 

" Th* etceiBTe Tulgar now to death demand i 

" But wifer Saul repealM their hafty doom ; 

" Conqueft! abfoad, with mercy crown'd at home ; 625 

*< Nor ftsin'd widi civil daughter that day's prid% 

*' Which foreign Uood in nobler purple dy'd» 

*< Again the crown- th' aAembled people givti 

*' With grester joy than Saul could it r«0Bive| 

'** Agftm th' old Judge reiigns his. iacped- place '6%o 

^ ^Ood glorify'd with wonders his dif|gnAtV\ 
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" With decent pride, fuch as did well befit 

** The wuDe he kept, and that which he did quit t 

** The loDg-paft row of ha^iy yean he ihow*d 

** Which to his heavenly government they ow*d j 635 

** How the torn State his juft and prudent reign 

** Reftor'd to order, plenty, power, again | 

■* In war what conquering miracles he wrought }^ 

** God, then their King, was General when they fought; 

•* Whom they deposed with him — And that, £lid he, 

** You may ice God conccmM in *t more than me, 

** Behold how ftonns his angry prefence (hroud ! 

" Hark how his wrath in thunder threau aloud I 

« *Twas now the cipen'd fummer's higheft rage ). 

« Which no faint cloud durft mediate to afluage ) 64$ 

** TIC earth hot with thirft, and hot with luft for rain, 

<< Gap*d, and brcathM feeble vapours up in vain, 

«« Which ftrait were fcattcr'd, or devourM by th^fun} 

** When, lo 1 ere fcarce the aclive fpeech was done, 

** A violent wind rofe from his fccret cave, 65e. 

** And troi)p& of frighted clouds before it drave : 

** Whilft with rude hafte the confusM tempelt crouds, 

** Swift, dreadful flames fliot through th' encountering 

'< clouds, 
« from whofe torn womb th^ imprifonM thunder broke, 
** An^ in dire founds the prophet^s fenfc it fpokc j 655. 
** Such ai> impetuous fliower it downwards fent, 
** As if the waters *bove the firmament 
** Were all let loofe j horror and fearful noiie 
<< Fiird the black fcenc 3 till the great prophet*s voice, 

« Swiff 
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«* Swift as the wings of morn, reducM the day 5 660 
•* Wind, thunder, rain, andcIouds,fled all at once away. 
** Fear not, {aldhc-^ God his fierce wrath remo\Ts, 
•• And, though this State my fervice difapproves, 
'* My prayers (hall (erve it conllantly : No more, 
** I hope, a pardon for pnft fms t' implore ; 665 

•* But Juft rewards from gracious Heaven to bring 
** On the good deeds of you, and of our king, 
"** Behold him there ! and as you fee, rejoice 
•* In the kind care of God's impartial choice. 
•* Behold his beauty, courage, ftrength, and wit! 670 
'" The honour Heaven has cloath'd him with, fits Ki 
•* And comely on him j fince you needs muft be 
*• RuPd by a King, you 're happy that 'tis he. 
** Obey him gladly ; and let him too know 
** Yqu were not made for him, but he for you, 675 
•« And both for God ; 

" Whofe gen tleft yoke if once you caft away, 
** Ih vain Ihall he command, and you obey ; 
*• To foreign tyrants both (hall flaves become, 
*• Inftead of king and fubjecls here at home. Wo 

•« Thfe crown thus feveral ways confirmed to Saul, . 
*' One way was wanting yet to crovoi them allj 
" And that was force, which only can maintain 
'* The power that fortune gives, or worth does gain, . 
" Three thoufand guards of big bold men he tookj 
•* Tail, terrible, and guards ev'n with their look: 
** His facred perfon two, and throne, defend 5 
•« The third, on matchlefs Jonathan attend $ 

!?0t. II. O **<^« 
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•« Or whofe full thoughts. Honour, and Youthful Heat 

** Sate brooding, to hatch a^lions good and great. 69' 

<< On Geba firft, where a Philiftian band 

<< Lies, and around torments the fcttcrM land, 

*' He falls, and (laughters all j his noble rage 

** Mix*d with defign his nation to engage 

<( In that jutk war, which from them long in vain, 695 

'< Honour and freedom^s voice had ftrove t* obtain. 

«« Th' accursM Philiftian, rouz'd with this bold blow> 

*' All the proud marks of cnragM power does (howj 

*< Kaifes a vaft, welUarm^d, and glittering hoit s 

<' If human ftrength might authorize a boaft, 700 

*• Their threats had reafon here j for ne'er did yre 

** Ourfelves fo weak, or foe fo potent, fee. 

'* Here we vaft bodies of their foot efpy, 

** The rear out-reaches far th' extended eye 5 

** Like fields of com their armed fquadrons ftand 5 705 

** As thick and numberlefs they hide the land. 

** Here with fharp neighs the warlike horfes found, 

•** And with proud prancings beat the putrid ground; 

•* Here with worfe noife three thoufand chariots pafs, 

<* With plates of iron bound, or louder brafs ; 710 

** About it forks, axes, and fcythes, and fpears, 

'< Whole magazines of death each chariot bears ; 

«« Where it breaks in, there a whole troop it mows, 

*' And with lop'd panting limbs the field beflrows : 

" Alike, the valiant and the cowards die ; 715 

** Neither can they refift, nor can thefe fly. 

*< In this proud equipage, at Macmas they^ 

•< Saul in much different ftate at Gilgal^ lay ^ 

••Bit 
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" His forces (eem'd no aiiny, but a crowd, 
" Heartlcfs, unarm'd, diforderly, and loud. 720 

" The quick, contagion, Fear^ ran fwift through all, 
" And into trembling fits th' infeae4 fall, 
« Saul and his fon (for no fuch faint difeafe 
** Could on their (Irong-complexionM valour feize) 
'* ^n vain all parts of virtuous condu6l fliow'd, 725 
" And on deaf terror generous words beftowM : 
" Thoufands from thence fly fcattcrM every day, 
** Thick as the leaves that fhake and drop away, 
*« When they th* approach of ftormy winter find j 
•* The noble tree all bare expos'd to th' wind. 730 
** Some to fad Jordan fly, and fwira 't for hafte, 
'< And from his farther bank look back at laft : 
'* Some into woods and caves their cattle drive ; 
" There with their beads on equal terms they live, 
** Nor deferve better t fome in rocks on high, 735 

«> The old retreats of ftorks and ravens, lie 5 
f* And, were they wing'd like them, fcarce would they 

"dare 
" To ftay, or truft their frighted fafety there. 
f* A* *^' ^^^ ^"^ ^^^^y ^o Saul difturb'd with care, 
•* T* avert thefe ills by lacrlfice and prayer, 74^ 

«* And God's bleft will t' enquire, for Samuel fends j 
«* Whom he fix days with tioubled hafte attends; 
^* But, ere the feventh unlucky day (the lafi 
•* By Samuel fet for this great work) was pall, 
** Saul (alarm'd hourly from the neighbouring foe ; 745 
y Impatient, ere God's time, God*8 mind to know j 

Oa **''%\«nC\ 
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•• 'Sham'4 ud enrz^'i tc £cs ^f zrxi^ decarr; 

*• Jealous of an aarczt is Sao::i2"« 5rr ; 

** Scomin;^ that zcy 's pceunce dbovli asnv 

** Nctdf ui beudcsy whca lie himAaf was i&cxe j 759 

** And, with a pride too mfji i, tlwnt;*.^ Hm e n 

*< Had given him all, becanie s&c*: power ^ had given) 

** Htmieif the facrifxce Tr.d of a l ag? siade ; 

•• Hiiafelf did th' high feicctcd chai^ izvade ; 

•• Himfelf cnquxrM cf God; -arho zhtm fpaic nought; 

*' But Samuel ftrait his dmdf-^I ir.iwer hraught s 

•* For ftrait he cime, and, with a vxrr^e bold 

"As was Saul^s f:o, the fatal mciTagc told ; 

** His foul ingratitude Co Hearen he chid, 

•• To pluck that fhiit, which was alone forhid 76* 

•* To kingly power, in all that plenteous land, 

•* Where all things ehe lubrair to his command. 

«« An<I, as fair Eden's v;ola:ed trc2 

«• T' immortal man brought in mortality : 

** b'o ihall that crown, which God eternal meant, 765 

«* From thee, faid he, and thy great houie, be rentj 

•• Thy crime (hall death to all thine honours fend, 

♦* And give thy' immortal royalty an end. 

" Thus fpoke the prophet ; but kind Heaven, we hope 

«< (Whofe threats and anger know no other fcope 77% 

" But man's amendment) does long fincc relent, 

«« And, with repenUnt Saul, itfelf repent. 

«< Howe'cr (though none more pray for this than we, 

<< Whofe wrongs and fufferings might fome colour be 

« To do it Icfs) this fpcech we fadly fiud • 775 

<# Still CX^* ' ^^^ ^▼^ ^^ ^^* ^^^^ i 

ciBvC 
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** But tfien a worfc efFeft of it appeared— 
•* Otir ariny, which before modeftly feard ; 
** Which did by ftealth and by degrees decay 5 
. « Difbanded now, and fled in troops away. 7!^ 

'< Bafe fear fo bold and impudent does grow, 
«* When an cxcufc and colour it can ihow ! 
*« Six hundred only (fcsg-ce a princely train) 
«* Of all his hoft with diftrefsM S aul remain ; 
** Of his whole hoft fix hundred ; and ev'n thofe 7^5 
«< (So did wife Heaven for mighty ends difpofc ! 
«* Nor would that ufelefs multitudes (hould (hare 
** In that great gifc it did for one prepare) 
** Arm'd not like foldiers marching in a war, 
** But country-hinds alarmed from afar 790 

•* By wolves' loud hunger, when the well-known found 
<* Raifes th' affrighted villages around. 
' *' Some goads, flails, plow- (hares, forks, or axes', boi^, 
«* Made for life's ufe and better ends before 5 
•• Some knotted clubs, and darts, or arrows dryM 795 
«* r th' fire, the firft rude arts that malice try'd, 
«* ErP man the fms of too much knowledge knew, 
'* And death by long experience witty grew, 
•< Such were the numbers, fuch the arms, which we 
** 'Had by fate left us for a viftory * So* 

*' O'er well-arm'd millions j nor will this appear 
<* Ufeful itfelf, when Jonathan was there. 

** 'Twas juft the time when the new ebb of night 
«• Did the moift world unvail to human fight ; 
>♦ The Prince, who all that night the lield had beat 805 
** With a fmall' party, and no enemy met 

O 3 ** v.^% 
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«< (So proud and fo fecnre the enemy lay-» 

« And drencVd in fleep tV excefles of the day !) 

** With joy this good occafion did embrace, 

** With better leifure, and at nearer fpace, Sio 

*< The ftrength and order of their camp to view i 

** Abdon alone his generous purpofe knew ; 

" Abdon, a bold, a brave, and comely youth, 

*< Well-bom, well-bred, with honour fill'd, and truth 5 

<< Abdon, his faithful Tquire, whom much he lov'd, ^15 

** And oft with grief his worth in dangers provM j 

** Abdon, whofe love t' his mailer did exceed 

•« What Nature's law, or Paffion's power, could breed; 

•' Abdon alone did on him now attend, 

*« His humbleft fervant, and his deareft friend. 820 

" They went, but facred fury, as they went, 
" Changed fwiftly, and exalted his intent. 
" What may this be ! (the Prince breaks forth) j I find 
«< God, or fome powerful fpirit, invades my mind. 
** From aught but Heaven can never fure be bi ought 
<< So high, fo glorious, and fo vail a thought ; 
" Nor would Ill-fate, that meant me to furpnze, 
" Come cloath'd in fo unlikely a difguife. 
*« Yon hoft, which its proud fifties fpreads fo wide 
•* O'er the whole land, like fome fwoln river*8 tide 5 
** Which terrible and numberlefs appears, 
** As the thick waves which their rough ocean bears ; 
«< Which lies fo ftrongly 'encamp'd, that one would fay 
*' The hill might be removed as foon as they | 
<< We two alone mud fight with and defetkt : Ss5 

<* Thou 'rt ftrook, and ftarteft at a found fo great ! 

<• Yet 
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«< Yet we roiift do 't ; God our weak hands has choft 

«« T' afhame the boafted numbers of otar foes 5 

«* Which to his ftrength no more proportion bc^ 

<« Than millions are of hours to his eternity. 840 

** If, when their carelefs guards efpy us here, 

<* With fportful fcom they call t' us to come near, 

«* We Ml boldly climb the hill, and charge them all ; 

«« Not they, but Ifrael's Angel, .gives the call. 

«« He fpoke, and as he fpoke, a light divine 845 

«* Did from his eyes, and round his temples, fliine j 

** Louder his voice, larger his limbs, -appear'd 5 

•* Lefs feem'd the numerous army to be fear'd. 

«* This faw, and heard, with joy the brave Enquire, 

«« As he with God's, fiU'd with his mailer's, fire : 850 

** Forbid it. Heaven ! faid he, I ftiould decline, 

" Or wifh, Sir, not to make your danger mine j 

•* The great example which I daily fee 

<« Of your high worth is not fo loft on me; . 

«* If wonder-ftrook I at your words appear,. 855 

<* My wonder yet is innocent of fear : 

<* Th' honour which does your princely breaft enflarae, 

" Warms mine too, and joins there with duty's name. 

<« If in this aft Ill-fate our tempter be, 

** May all the ill it means be aim'd at me I 860 • 

*< But fure, I think, God leads ; nor could you biing 

«< So high thoughts from a lefs-exalted fpring. 

** Bjright figna through all your words and looks, arc 

*' fprcad, 
*• -A riling victory dawns around your head. 

04^ «* With 
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** With fuch difcourfe blowing their facred flann 
<< Loy to the fatal place and work they came. 

** Strongly «ncamp*d on a fteep htirs large hes 
** Like fome vaft wood the mighty hoft was (pre; 
<* Th' only* accefs on neighbouring Gabaa^e fid< 
** An hud and narrow way> which did divide 
** Two cliffy rocks, Bofes and Senes nam^d, 
*< Much for themfelFeSy and their big ftrangenefsj 
•• Alore for their fortune, and this ftranger day. 
«« On both their points Philiftian out-guards lay 
«« From whence the two bold fpics they firft cipy'i 
** And, lo ! the Hebrews 1 proud Eleanor cry'*d, 
•• From Senes' top 5 lo ! from their hungry cav« 
** A quicker fate here fends them to their grave 
<* Come up (aloud he cries to them below) 
«* Ye' Egjptian (laves, and to our mercy owe 
« The rebel-lives long fmce t' our jullicc due. 
** Scarce from his lips the fatal omen flew, 
•* When th' infpir'd Prince did nimbly underftai 
«* God, and his God-like virtues' high cGmman( 
** It caird him up, and up the ftcep afcent 
** With pain and labour, hafte and joy, they we 
** Eleanor laugh'd to fee them climb, and thoug 
" His mighty words th' affrighted fuppliants bn 
** Did new affronts to the great Hebrew Name, 
«' (The barbarous I) in his wanton fancy frame. 
•• Short was his fport ; for, fwift as thunder's fl 
** Rives the frail trunk of fome heaven -threateniu 
«* The Prince's fword did his proud head divide] 
*^ The parted fcuU hung down on cither fide* 
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^^'Juft as he fell, his vengeful fteel he drew 895 

'< Half-way (no more the trembling joints could do); 
«( Which Abdon fnatchM, and dy*d it in the blood 
** Of an amazed wretch that next him ftood. 
*< Some clofe to earth, (baking and groveHng, lie, 
<^Like larks when they the tyrant hdbby fpy ; 900 
'<« Some,wonder*ftrook, ftand fixM ; fome fly ; fome anm 
** Wildly, at th' unintelligible alarm. 
«* Like the main channel of an high-fwoln flood, 
*' In vain by dikes and broken works withftood; 
«<*So Jonathan, once climb'd th* oppofmg hill, 905 
** Docs all around with noife and ruin fill : 
** Like fome large ann of which, another way 
«* Abdon overflows 5 him too no bank can ftay, 
** With cries th' affrighted country flies before, 
**'^ehind the following waters loudly roar. 9JQ 

** Twenty, at Icafl:, flain on this out-guard lie, 
** To th' adjoin'd camp the reft diftra6ted fly 5 
" And ill-mixM wonders tell, and into 't bear 
•* Blind terror, deaf diforder, helplcfs fear, 
««.'71ie conquerors too prefs boldly in behind, 915 

« Poubling the wild confufions which they And. 
** -Hamgar at firft, the Prince of Aihdod town, 
** Chief *mongft the five in riches and renown, 
•* And General then by courfc, oppos'd their way, 
<< Till drown 'd in death at Jonathan's feet he lay, 920 
*' And curs'd the heavens for rage, and bit the ground j 
** His life, for ever fpilt, ftain'd all the grafs around. 
** His brother too, who virtuous hafte did make 
** Hit fortune to revenge^ or to partake, 
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** FalU groveling o'er itis trnnk, oa aaccaia' or^j ys^ 
*' D«uh mixM no leis their biaais ^ast ^ti z»ii= autt. 
*' Meanwhile the wcU-pLcai'd AiboiAa's oeitae^ imad 
** Difpatch^d the foiloving min t' aEDBoia umh- ^«nL 
«' On (till, o'er panting cocpft, gnai Jcc^ssax ladj 
" liundredi before him fell, and tfanniiag* ^ed. 9^0 
** Pro&iigioui Prince ! which does scs wu 
•• Thy' attempt, cr thy iucceis? thr fsae ex s 
<< Who durft alone that dreadfol hoir aaail, 
** With purpofe not to die, bat to pcerail: 
** Infinite numbers thee no more affirigiUy 935 

■* Than God, whole unity is infinite. 
*' If Heaven to men fuch mighty thoughts wouid girt, 
'* What breaft but thine capacious to rccciFe 
** The vaft in fu lion ? or what foul but thins 
** Durft have believM that thought to be divir.e? 944) 
** Tliou follow'd'ft Heaven in the dei^jTa, a.::;! w; 
" Find in the a£l 'twas Heaven that folic w*d tiue. 
** Thuu Icd'ft on angels, and that facred band 
*• (The Deity's great lieutenant !) did*t ccn;siand. 
•* ' lis true, Sir, and no figure, when I lay 945 

** Angels themfelves fought under him that day. 
" Clouds, with ripe thunder charg'd, jbme thither drew, 
•* And fome the dire materials brought for new. 
*' Hot drops of fouthem (howers (the fweats of death) 
** The voice of fiorms, and winged whirlwinds' breath; 
** The flames (hot forth from fighting dragons' eyes ; 
•• The fmokes that from fcorch'd fevers' ovens rii'e i 
*• The reddcft fires with which fad comets grow ; 
<< And Sodom's neighbouring lake, did fpirits bcftow 
3 "Of 
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^ Of fineft fulphur ; amongft which they put 955^ 

<< Wrath, fi]ry» horror, and all mingled ihut 
*^ Into a cold moift cloud, t* enflame it more, 
*^ And make th* enraged prifoner louder roar. 
** Th' aflembled clouds burft o'er their army's head 5 
*< Noife, darknefs, difmal lightnings, round thera fpreadt 
" Another Spirit, with a more potent wand 
<« Than that which Nature fear'd in Mcfes' hand, 
- ** And went the way that pleas'd, the mountain ftrook | 
** The mountain felt it j the vaft moimtain (hook. 
** Through the wide air another Angel flew ^$^ 

*' About their hoft, and thick amongft them threw 
** Difcord, defpair, confuiicHi, fear, mi(lake, 
*< And all th' ingredients that fwift ruin make, 
** The fertile glebe requires no time to breed j 
** It quickens, and receives at once the feed. 979 

*^ One would have thought, this difmal day t' have feen^ 
** That Nature's felf in her death-pangs had been. 
*' Such will the face of that great hour appear j 
** Such the diftra6led fmner's confcious fear. 
** In vain fome few ftrive the wild flight to ftay; ^y^ 
** In vain they threaten, and in vain they pray i 
«* Unheard, unheeded, trodden down, they lie, 
** Beneath the wretched feet of crowds that fly. 
** O'er their own foot trampled the violent horfej 
" The guidelefs chariots with impetuous courfe 989 
** Cut wide through both ; and, all their bloody way, 
*^ Horfes and men, torn, bruis'd, and mangled, lay. 
*' Some from the rocks caft themfelves down headlong} 
<' The fiunt, weak pailloa grows fo bold and Arong ! 
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4* To almoft certain prefent death they fiy, 9S5 

*^ From a remote and caafelefs fear to die. 
** Much difierent error did fome troops poflefa ; 
** And madnefsy that lookM better, though no left : 
** Their fellow-troops for th* enter'd foe they take ; 
**^ And Ifraers war with mutual daughter make. 990 
** Meanwhile the king from Gabaa's hill did view, 
** And hear, the thickening tumult, as in grew 
■^ Still great and loud ; and, though he knows not why 
*« They fled, no more than they themfelves that fly, 
V« Yet, by the ftorras and terrors of the air, 995 

•* Gtiefles fome vengeful fpirit "s working there j 
«* Obeys the loud occa(ion*s facrcd call, 
** And fiercely on the trembling hoft does fall. 
** At the fame time their flavcs and prifoners rife ; 
** Nor does their much-wifhM liberty fuffice, 1009 
•* Without revenge; the fcatter'd arms they feize, 
" And their proud vengeance with the memoi-y pleafc 
" Of who fo lately bore them. All about, 
** From rocks and caves, the Hebrews ifl\ie out 
♦* At the glad noife ; joy'd that their foes had fhown 
" A fear that drowns the fcandal of their own. 
«* Still did the Prince 'midtt all this ftorm appear, 
•* Still fcatterM death and terrors cvey where ; 
<* Still did he break, ftill blunt, his wearied fworJs 5 
•* Still (laughter new fupplies t' his hand affords. 
*« Where troops yet flood, there till he hotly flew, 
<« And, till at laft all fled, fcorn'd to purfue. 
<« All fled at laft, but many in vain ; for ftill 
•! Th' infatiatt Conqueror was more fwift to kill 
^ " Thaa 
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** Than they to fave their lives. Till, lo ! at laft, 1015 

*' Nature, whofe power he had fo long furpafs'd, 

" Would yield no more, but to him ftronger foes, 

** Droughty faintnefs, and fierce hunger, did oppofc. 

** Reeking all o'er in duft, and blood, and fweat, 

** Burnt with the fun's and violent action's heat, loz* 

" 'Gainft an old oak his trembling limbs he ftaid, 

*' For fome fliort eafe j Fate in th' old oak had laid 

** Provifions up for his relief j and lo ! 

** The hollow trunk did with bright honey flow, 

** With timely food his decay'd fpirits recruit, 1025 

" Strong he returns, and frefh, to the purfuit 5 

** His ftrcngth and fpirits the honey did reftore ; 

** But, oh ! the bitter- fweet ftrange poifon bore ! 

" Behold, Sir, and mark well the treacherous fate, 

•* That does fo clofe on human glories wait I X036 

*« Behold the ftrong, and yet fantaftic net, 

*** T' enfnare triumphant virtue darkly fet ! 

*' Could it before (fcarce can it fince) be thought, 

*' The Prince— who had alone that morning fought 

<* A duel with an hoft, had the hoft o'erthrown, 1035 

" And threefcore thoufand hands difarm'd with one j 

" Wafh'd-ofF his country's ihame, and doubly dy'd 

** In blood and bluflies the Philiftan pride ; 

** Had fev'd and fixM his father''8 tottering crown, 

** And the bright gold aew burnifli'd with renown,— 

*< Should be ere night, by 's King and Father^s breath, 

** Without a fault, vow'd and condemned to death ? 

*« J)eftinM the bloody facrifice to be 

fi Of thanksj himfelf, for his own vi^ory ? 
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« Alone, with various fate, like to become, x«45 

**' Fighting, an hoft { dying, an hecatomb ? 

«* Yet fuch, Sir, was his cafe j 

** For Saul, who fear'd left the full plenty might 

** (In the abandonM camp exposed to fight) 

** His hungry men from the purfuit diflTuade, 1050 

'' A rafh, but folemn vow to Heaven had made— 

«* CursM be the wretch, thrice curfed let him be, 

«« Who (hall touch food this biify day, faid he, 

** Whilft the bleft fun does with his favouring light 

•* Ailift our vengeful fwords againft their flight 1 1055 

** Be he thrice cursM ! and, if his life we fpare, 

'* On us thofe ctirfes fall that he (hould bear t 

•* Such was the king's rafh vow 5 who little thought 

*' How near to him Fate th' application brought. 

«* The two-edg'd oath wounds deep, pcrforip'd or broke j 

•* Ev'n perjury its Icaft and bluntcft ftroke. 

•' 'Twas his owu fon, whom God and mankind lov'd, 

•* His own viftorious fon, that he devov'd j 

** On whofe bright head the baleful curfes light : 

** But Providence, his helmet in the fight, 1065 

*« Forbids their entrance or their fettling there 5 

*' They with brute found difTolv'd into the air. 

** Him what religion, or what vow, could bind, 

*' Unknown, unheard-of, till he his life did find 

** Enungled in 't ? wliilft wonders he did do, 2070 

** Mud he die now for not being prophet too ? 

^' To all but him this oath was meant and faid ^ 

*< He, afar off, the ends for which 'twai made 

« Wal 
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** Was afting then, till, faint and out of breath, 
'** He grew half-dead with toil of giving death. XO75 
** What could his crime in this condition be, 
•<« Excused by ignorance and neceffity ? 
** Yet the remorfelefs king — who did difdain 
** That man fliould hear him fwear or threat in vain, 
** Though 'gain ft himfelf j or fate away ihould fee 
** By which attacked and conquerM he might be j 
" Who thought compailion female weaknefi here, 
** And equity injuftice, would apf>ear 
^* In his own caufe; who falfely fear'd, befide, 
.** The folemn curfe on Jonathan did abide, 1085 

^* And, the infefled limb not cut away, 
** Woul^ like a gangrene o^er all Ifrael ftray 2<— 
** Prcpar'd this god-like facrifice to kill, 
** And his rafli vow more raftily to fulfil. 
** What tongue can th" horror and amazement tell 
« Which on all Ifrael that fad moment fell ! 
«« Tamer had been their grief, fewer their tears, 
«* Had the Philiftian fate that day been theirs. 
" Not Saul's proud heart could mafter his fwoln eye ; 
^* The Prince alone ftood mild and patient by ; 1095 
** So bright his fufferings, fo triumphant, ihowM, 
** Lefs to the beft than word of fates he ow'd. 
**' A viftory now he o'er himfelf might boaft | 
'*' He conquered now, that conqueror of an hoft. 
** It charmM through tears the fad fpe^lator's iight, 
** Did reverence, love, and gratitude, excht, 
^* And pious rage j with which infpir'd, they now 
yO^]^£t to Saul'f a better ^mblic vow. 
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** They all confent all Ifrael ougbt to be 

^ AccursM and kiird themfelves, rather than he, 1005 

** Thus with kind force they the glad king withftood, 

** And fev'd their wondrous faviour^s facred blood !'* 

Thus David fpoke ; and much did yet remain 
Behind, th' attentive prince to entertain 5 
Edom and Zoba's war — for what befel mo 

In that of Mbaby was known there too welt s 
The boundlefs quarrel with cursM Ama]ek*s land j 
Where Heaven itfelf did cruelty command^ . 
And pra£lisM on SauPs mercy, nor did ere 
^More punilh innocent blood, than pity there. i n^ 
But lo ! they* arrivM now at th* appointed place { 
Well-chofen and wcUrfumifliM for the chaec* 
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A DISCOURSE, 

BY WAY OF VISION, 
CONCERNING 

THE GOVERNMENT OF OLIVER CROMWELL, 

IT was the funeral day of the late man who, made* 
himfelf to be called prote5>or. And though I bore 
but little afFe6lion, either to the memory of him, or to^ 
the trouble and folly of all public pageantry, yet I was' 
forced by the importunity of my company to go along 
with them, and be a fpeftator of that folemnity, the* 
expeftation of which had been fo great, that it was faid! 
to have brought fome very curiou? perfons (and no- 
doubt iingular virtuofos) as far as from the Mount ia 
Cornwall, and fi'om the Orcades. I found there had 
been much more^ coft beftowed than either the dead 
man, or indeed death itfelf, could deferve. There was' 
a mighty train of black afUftants, among which, too, 
divers princes in the perfons of their ambafTadors (be- 
ing infinitely affli^led for the lofs of their brother) 
were pleafed to attend) the hearfe was magniiicenty 
the idol crowned, and (not to mention all other cere- 
monies which are pra£lifed at royal interments, and 
therefore by no means could be omitted here) the vafir 
multitude of fpe6lators made up, as it ufes to db,. no 
(mall part of the fpe6\acle itfelf. But yet, T know 
90t how, the whole was fo managed, that, mcthought,. 
it fomewhat reprcliijitcd the life of him for whom it. 
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was made ; much noife, much tumult, much expenct, 
much magnificence, much vain-glory j briefly, a great 
fliow, and yet, after all this, but an ill fight. At laft 
(for it fcemcd long to me, and like his fhoit reign too, 
very tedious) the whole fcene paflTed by ; and I retired 
back to my chamber, weary, and I thmk more melan- 
choly than any of the mourners 5 where I began to n- 
AtSt on the whole life ot this prodigious man : and 
fpm^times I was filled with horror and deteftation of 
his a6Vions, and fomctimes I inclined a little to re- 
verence and admiration of his courage, conduct, and 
fuccefs i till, by thefe different motions and agitations 
of mind, rocked as it were afleep, I fell at iaft into 
this vifion i or if you pleafe to call it but a dream, I 
ihall not take it ill, becaufe the father of poets tells ui, 
even dreams, too, arc from God. 

But fure it was no dream j for I was fuddenly tranf- 
ported afar off (whether in the body, or out of the bo- 
dy, like St. Paul, I know not) and found myfelfon 
the top of that famous hill in the ifland Mona, which 
has the profpe£l of three great, and not-long-fmce moft 
happy, kingdoma. As foon as ever I looked on them, 
the •* not-long-fmce" ftruck upon my memory, and call- 
ed forth the fad reprefentation of all the fins, and all the 
miferies, that had overwhelmed them thcfe twenty 
years. And I wept bitterly for two or three hours 5 
and, when my prefent ftock of raoifture was all ¥rafted» 
I fell a fighing for an hour more ; and, as foon as I 
recovered from my pafTion the ufe of fpeech and rea- 
fon^ I broke forth, as I remember (looking upon Eng- 
had) into this complaint ; 
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Aby happy iile, liow art thou changM and cu^*^* 

Since I was born, and knew thee firft ! 
When peace, which had forfook the world snrovnd 
(Frighted with noife, and the flirill trumpet'^ foiwd) 

Thee for a private place of reft. 

And a fectire retirement, chofe 

Wherein to build her halcyon neft { 
No wind durft ftir abroad, the air to difcompofe i 

When all the riches of the globe befide 

FlowM in to thee with every tide $ 
When all, that nature did thy foil deny. 
The growth was of thy fruitful indvftry ^ 

When all the proud and dreadful fea^ 

And all his tributary ftreams, 

A conftant tribute paid to thee; 
When all the liquid world was one extended Hbames i 

When plenty in each village did appear. 

And bounty was its fteward there $ 
When gold walk*d fcee about in open view. 
En it one conquering party*s priibner grew { 

When the religion of our ftate 

Had face and fubftance with her voice. 

Ere ibe, by her foolifh loves of late. 
Like Echo (once a Nymph) tum*d only into noife % 

When mem to menv nfptGt and fViendlhtp b6re^ 

And God witih reverence did adoMf 
When upon earth no kingdom could have dMm 
A l»ppieriBoiiaroh>t» us, than our own s 

Pa A»* 
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And ytt his fubje£^s by him were 

(Which is a truth will hardly be 

ReceirM by any vulgar ear, 
A fecret known to few) made happier ev*n dian he. 

Thou doft a Chaos, and ConfuHon, now, 

A Babel, and a Bedlam, grow. 
And, like a frantic perfon, thou doft tear 
The (imametats and cloaths which thou (hould'ft wear^ 

And cut thy limbs ; and, if we lee 

(Juft as thy barbarous Britons did) 

Thy body witt hypocrify 
Painted all o^er, thou think'ft thy naked fliame is hid. 

The nations, which envied thee erewhilc. 

Now laugh (too little 'tis to fmile) j 
They laugh, and would have pitied thee, alas ! 
"But that thy faults all pity do furpafs. 

Art thou the country, which didft hate 

And mock the French inconltancy ? 

And have we, have we feen of late 
Lefs change of habits there, than governments in thee f 

Unhappy ifle ! no (hip of thine at fea. 

Was ever toft and torn like thee. 
Thy naked hulk loofe on the waves does beat. 
The rocks and banks around htr ruin threat -, 

What did thy fooli/h pilots ail, , ' 

To lay the compafs quite afide ? 

Withoiit a law or rule to fail. 
And rather take the winds> than heavens, to be their 
guide ? 

• .-^ yet. 
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Yet, mighty God ! yet, yet, we humbly crave, . 

This floating ifle from (hipwreck fave j ■ 
And though, to wafh that blood which does it ftain» 
It well deferve to fink into the main ; * • 

Yet, for the royal martyr's prayer 

(The royal mart3rr prays, we know) : 

This guilty, perifhing veflcl fpare j . 
Hear but his foul above, and not his blodd below! 

I think I fhould have gone on, but that I was In- 
terrupted by a ftfange and terrible apparition ; for 
there appeared to me (ai'ifing out of the earth, as I con- 
ceived) the figure of a man, taller than a giant, or in- 
deed than the fhaddw of any giant in the evening.' 
fih body was naked j but that nakednefs adorned, or 
rather deformed, all over, with feveral figures, after 
the manner of the ancient Britons, painted upon it : 
ind I perceived that moft of them were the reprefenta- 
tion of the late battles in our civil wars, and (if I be 
not much miftaken) it was the battle of Na(i?by that 
was drawn upon his bread!. His eyes were like burn- 
ing brafs; and there were three crowns of the fame 
metal (as I gueffed), and that looked as red-hot too, 
upon his head* He held in his right-hand a fword, 
fhat was yet bloody, and neverthelefs the motto of it 
was, ** Pax quaritur bello ;" and in his left hand a thick 
book, upon the back of which was written in letters' 
of gold, A6ls; Ordinances, Proteflations,- Covenants,- 
Engagements, Declarations, Remonflrances, &c. 

Though this fudden, unufual, and dreadful objeft 
might have quelled a greater courage than' mine 5 yet 
Pj ';t^ 
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fo h ^ki&d God (for thoc is Bothiag bolder tliam ft 
siam in m vifion) dat I wm doc at all danatgd, but 
aikad Urn idblatelj and briefly, '< Wbat ait tboor 
And he faid, *' I am called tbe motlh-wtA princqaF 
htf, hit higfanefty tbe ptotcflDr of tbe comnonncaith 
of England, Scodaod, and Ireland, and die domiaiont 
belonging thocnBto ; for I am that angel, id whom 
the Almigfaty has committed tbe goveniment of tbofe 
three kingdoms, which thon fecft from this place** 
And I anTwued and iaid, *' If it be (b. Sir, it feems 
to me diat for almoft thcfe twenty years pafl, your 
hig^meft has been abicnt from your charge : for not 
only if any angel, but if any wife and honcft man, had 
iince that time been our governor, we ihould not have 
wandered thus long in thefe laborious and endlefs la- 
b3rrinths of confiifion, but either not have entered 
at ail into them, or at leaft have returned back ere we 
bad abfolntely loft our way ; but, inftead of your high- 
aefs, we have had iince fuch a prote£lor, as was hit 
predeceflbr Richard the third to the king his nephew ; 
for he preTently dew the commonwealth, which he 
pretented to prote^, and iet up himfelf in the place of 
it s a tittle lefs guilty indeed in one rerpe6l, becaufe 
the other ilew an innocent, and this man did but mur- 
der a murderer. Such a pi*ote6b>r we have had, as we 
would have been glad to have changed for an enemyt 
and rather received a conftant Turk, than this evety 
month*s apoftate ; inch, a prote£lor, as man is to his 
flockSf which he iheers, and fells, or devours himfelf, 
and I wovU faia kn9W; wjiftt the wolf^ whicb bt pn>- 

leas 
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tefts him from, could do more. Such a pnrteftor — ^* 
and as I was proceeding, methoughts, his highaefs 
began to put on a difpleafed and threatening counte- 
nance, as men ufe ta do when their deareft friends hap- 
pen to be traduced in their company ; which gave me 
the firft rife of jealoufy againft him, for I did not be- 
Heve that Cromwell among all his foreign correfpond- 
ences had ever held any with angels. However I was 
not hardened enough yet to venture a quarrel with him- 
then s and therefore (as if I had fpoken to the protec-- 
tor himieif in Whitehall) I defired him- « that hi» 
highnefs would pieafe to pardon me, if I had unwit- 
tingly fpoken any thing to the difparagement of a per- 
£bn, whofe relations to his highnefs I had not die ho-- 
nour to know." 

At which he told me ** that he had no other con- 
cernment for his late highnefs, than as he took him to 
be the greateft man that ever was of the Englifli nation, 
if not (faid he) of the whole world 1 which gives me 
a juft title to tlie defence of his reputation, iince I now 
aceotmt myfelf, as it were, a naturalized- Engl iAi an- 
gel, by having had fo long the management of the af- 
feirs of that counuy. And pray, countryman (laid 
he^ very kindily and very flatteringly) for I would not 
have you fall into the general error of the world, that 
deteftft and decries fo extraordinary a virtue, ** What 
can be more extraordinary, than that ar perfon of mean 
birth,- no fortune, no eminent quaKties of body, which: 
h«fe ibmetin^es, or of mhnd^ which have often, raifed men 
to ihc higheft digaitieiy flnmld have the courage to at* 
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tempt, and thehapplnefs to fucceed in, fo improba'ble a 
deiign, as the deftniclion of one of the moft ancient and. 
moft fol idly-founded monarchies upon theearBi ? that he 
ifaould have the power or boldnefs to put his prince and 
mafter to an open and infamous death ; to banifli that nu- 
merous and ftrongly-allied family ; to do all this un- 
der the name and wages of a parliament ; to trample 
upon them too as he pleafed, and fpurn them out of doors, 
when he gvew weary of them ; to 'raife -up a new and 
vnheard-df roonfter out of their alhes ; to ftifle that in 
the very infancy, and fet up himfelf above all things 
that ever were called fovereign in England $ to opprefs 
all his enemies by arms, and all his friends afterwards 
by artifice j to ferve all parties patiently for a while, 
and to command them vi£loriou(ly at laft ; to over-rua 
each comer of «the three nations, and overcome with 
equal facility both the riches of the fouth and the po- 
verty of the north 5 to be feared and courted by all fo- 
reign princes, and adopted a brother to the gods of the 
earth ; to call together parliaments with a word of his 
pen, and fcatter them again with the breath of his 
mouth; to be humbly and daily petitioned that he 
would pleafe to be hired, at the rate of two millions a 
year, to be the mafter of thofe who had hired him be- 
fore to be their fervant ; to have the eftates and lives of 
three kingdoms as much at his difpofal, a« was the 
little inheritance of his father, and to be as noble and 
■liberal in the fpending of them ; and laftly (for there 
is no end of all the particulars of his glory) to be- 
qncath all this with one word to his pofterity } to die 

with 
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'rnith peace at home, and triumph abroad $ to be buried 
among kings, and with more than regal . folemnity ^ 
and to leave a name behind him, not to be extinguilh- 
edy but with the whole world ; which, as it is now 
too little for his praifes, fo might have been too for his 
conquefts, if the ihort line of his human life could 
have been ftretched-out to the extent of his immortal 
defigns*?" 

By this fpeech, I began to tmderftand perfe£):]y well 
what kind of angel his pretended highnefs was; and 
having fortified myfelf privately with a (hort mental 
prayer, and with the fign of the crofs (not out of any 
fnperftition to the fign, but as a recognitionof my hap- 
tifm in Chrift), I grew a little bolder, and replied in 
this manner : '* I ihould not venture to oppofe what 
you are pleaded to fay in commendation of the late 
great, and (I confefs) extraordinary perfon, but that 
1. remember Chrift forbids us to give aifent to any 
other do^rine but what himfelf .has taught us, even 
though it ihould be delivered by an angel ; and if fuch 
you be. Sir, it may be you have fpoken all this rather 
to try than to tempt my frailty : for fure I am, that 
we muft renounce or forget all the laws of the New 
and Old Tefbunent,, and thofe which are the founda- 
tion of both, even the laws of moral and natural bo- 
Hefty, if we approve of the aflions of that man whom 
I fttppofe you commend by irony. 

•Mr. Hume has infertcd this charaAer of Crom- 
well, but altered, as he fays, in fome particulars from 
the original^ ia bit hiftory of Great- Britain. JH. 
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Tfc«re ^poald be no end to inftince in the porticnlin 
cf ail bis wickedncfs ; but, to <bm up a poit of it 
brieflTy What can be more estnoidinarihr wicked, 
tban for a pcrfoB, fnch as yonrfeff, qoaiify hin rightly, 
to endearonr not onhf to czalc himlcif abore, but to 
tnun{^ upon, ail bis equals and betters ? to pretead 
freedom for all men, and under tbe help of that pre- 
tence to make all men his fcrvants ? to uke arms 
againft taxes of fcaroe two hu n d red thoniand pounds 
a year, and to raife them himlielf ^to abore two miU 
lioBs ? to quarrel for the kifii of three or four ears, 
and to ibike off diree or four hundred heads ? to fight 
againft an imaginary fuTpicion of I know not what ? 
two thoufand guards to be fetched for the king, I 
know not from whence, and to keep up for himfelf 
no lefs than forty thoufand ? to pzetend the defence 
of pQuriiaments, and violently to di&We all, even of 
his own calling, and almoft choofing > to undertake 
the reformation of religion, to rob it even to the- 
very (kin, and then to e^cpofe it nsiked to the rage of 
all feels and hereiies ? to fet up counfels of rapine, 
and courts of murder ? to fight s^inft the king under 
a commifiion for him ; to take him forcibly out oi 
the hands of thofe for whom he had conquered him ; 
to draw him into his net, with proteftations and vow* 
of fidelity ; and when he had caught him in it, to but- 
cher him, with as little fhame, as confcience or hums* 
nity, in the open face of the whole world ? to receive 
a commiflion for the king and parliament, to murder 
(as I faid) the one^ anddeftroy ao kis impudently the 

other f 
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ether ? to fight againft monarchy when he declared for 
it» and declare againft it when he contrived for it in 
hit own peribn f to abafe perfidioufly and fupplant ini- 
gratefully hit own general * firft, and afterwardt moft 
of thofe officert, who, with the lofs of their honour, 
and hazard of their fouls, had lifted htm up to the top 
of hit gnreafonable ambitions ? to break his faith 
with all cnemiet and with all friends equally ? and to 
Tsake no lefs frequent ufe of the moil folemn perjuries, 
than the loofer fort of people do of caftomary oaths > 
to ufnrp three kingdoms without any ihadow of the 
leaft pretenfiont, and to govern them at unjuftly as he 
got tJiem ? to fet himielf up as an idol (which we 
know, as St. Paul fays, in itfclf is nothing), and 
make the very fbreets of London like the valley of 
Hinnon, by burning the bowels of men as a facrifice 
to hit Molochftiip ? to feek to entail thfs ufurpatioit 
upon hit pofterity> and with it an endlefs war upon the 
nation ? and iaftly, by the fevereft jud]grment of AU 
migltty'God, to die faardened, and mad, and unrepent- 
ant, with the curict of the preient age, and the detef- 
HiioA of all to fucceed ?** 

Though X hadt much more to fity (for the life of man 
it (6 ihort, that it allows not time enough to fpeak a- 
gtaaft a tyraat) i yet, becaufe I had a mind to hear how 
my ftnmge adverfary would behave himfelf upon thit 
fubjeft, and to give even the devil (as they fay) hit 
right and fair play in a di^utation, I flopped here, and 
opeAed (not vridtoat the frailty of a Httlc Fear) that he 

• Sir Tt Fairfax. 
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ihould have broke into a violent paifion in behalf of - 
his favourite : but he on the contrary very calmly, and 
with the dove-like innocency of a ferpent that was not 
yet wanned enough to fting, thus replied to me ; 

** It is not fo much out of my aSeflion to that per« 
fon whom we difcourfe of ( whofe greatnefs is too fi>Iid 
to be fliaken by the breath of an oratory), at for your 
own fake (honeft countryman), whom I conceive to 
err, rather by miftake than out of malice, that I (hall 
endeavour to reform your uncharitable and unjuft opi- 
nion. And, in the firft place, I muft needs put you in 
mind of a fentence of the moft ancient of the heathen 
divines, that you men are acquainted withal, 

Ov)(^ 00-tav tuSofjumsTt Ur'M^aa'af tl/tldaa-Baim 
^Tis wicked with infulting feet to tread 
Upon the monuments of the dead. 

And the intention of the reproof there, is no lefs pro- 
per .for this fubjcft J for it is fpoken to a perfon who 
was proud and infolent againft thofe dead men, to whom 
he had been humble and obedient whilll they lived/* 

*' Your highnefs may pleafe (faid I) to add the 
verfe that follows, as no lefs proper for this fub* 
jea : 

Whom God*8 juft doom and their own fms have fent 
Already to their punifhment. 

But I take this to be the rule in the cafe, that, when 
we fix any infamy upon deceafed perfons, it fhould not. 
be done out of hatred to the dead, but out of love and 

charity 
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charity to the living: that the curfes, which only re- 
main in men*s thoughts, and dare not come forth a- 
gainft tyrants (becaufe they are tyrants) whilft they 
iire fo, may at leaft be for ever fettled and engraven 
upon their memories, to deter all others from the like 
wickednefs ; which clfe, in the time of their foolilh 
profpcrity, the flattery of their own hearts, and of 
other men's tongues, would not fufFer them to perceive. 
Ambition is fo fubtiie a temj)ter, and the corruption of 
human nature fo fufceptible of the temptation, that a 
man can hardly refill it, be he never £b much fore- 
warned of the evil confequences ; much lefs if he find 
not only the concurrence of the prefent, but th e appro- 
bation too of following ages, which have the liberty 
to judge more freely. The mifchief of tyranny is too 
great> even in the fhorteft time that it can continue-; it 
is endlcfs and infupportable, if the example be to reign 
teo ; and if a Lambert mud be invited to follow the 
fteps of a CromweD, as well by the voice of honour, 
as by the fight of power and riches. Though it may 
fccre to fbme fantailically, yet was it wifely, done of the 
SyracufanSy to implead with the forms of their ordi- 
nary juftice, to condemn and deftroy, even the ftatues 
of all their tyrants : if it were poflible to cut them out 
of all hiftory, and to extinguilh their very names, I am 
of opinion that it ought to be done $ but, fince they 
have left behind them too deep wounds to be ever clofed 
yp with9Ut a fear, at leaft let us fet fuch a mark upon 
riieir meiBory,. that men of the fame wicked incline- 
UQn9 may be. no left affrighted with their lafting igno- 
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gnlny, than enticed by their momentary glories. And, 
that your bighneft may perceive, that I fpeak not ail 
this out of any private animofity agaiaft the perfoa of 
the late prote&or, I afiiure yoti» upcm my faith, that I 
bear no more hatred to hit name, than I do to that of 
Mariut or Sylla, who never did me, or any friend of 
mine, the leaft injury i** and with that, traniportcd by 
a holy fury, I fell into this fudden rapture : 

Curft be the man (what do I wi(h ? as though 

The wretch already were not fo ; 
But curft on let him be) who thinks it brave 

And great, bis countrey * to enilave j 

Who feeks to overpoife alone 

The balance of a nation ; 

Againft the whole but naked ftate. 
Who in his own light fcale makes up with arms the 
weight t 

Who of his nation loves to be the firft. 

Though at the rate of being worltj 
Who would be rather a great monger, than 

A well -proportioned man. 

The Ton of tarth with hundred hands 

Upon his thrte-pird mountain ftands, 

• CouMtrey'i This word, in the fenfc oif atrial or as 
including in it the idea of a civil cottjiitutiott, is always 
fpelt by Mr. Cowley, I obferve, with an e before j,— 
countj#y s— in the lenfe of mx, without an r— country; 
and this diftinfiion, for the fake of perfpicutty, may w 
>)vonh prdcnring. H* 

TiU 
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Till tliund^r ftrikes bim from the iky ; 
The foa of earth agaia in his eaith^s womb does lie* 

'What blood, confuiion, ruin, to obtain 

A ihort and miferable reign ! 
In what oblique and creeping wife 

Does the mifchievous ferpent rife! 

But even his forked tongue fbilces dead t 

When he has rearM up his wicked head. 

He murders with his mortal frown ^ 
A bafiliik he grows, if once he get a crown. 

But no guards can oppofe aflauiting fears, 

Or undennraing tears, 
Ko more than doors or clofe- drawn curtains keep 

The fwarming deeams out, when we flecp* 

That bloody confcience, too, of his 

(For, oh, a rebel red-coat ^tis) 

Does here his early hell begin> 
He fees his flaves without, his tyrant feels within* 

Let, gracious God ! let never more thine hand 
Lift up this rod againft our land I 

A tyrant is a rod and ferpent too, 
■And brings worfe plagues than Egypt knew* 
What rivers ftai»*d with blood have been I 
What ftorm and hail-lhot have we feen ! 
What lores deform'*d the ulcerous ffaite ! 

What darknefsy to be felt, has buried us of late 1 

How has it fnatcVd our flocks and herdf away i 
Asdsnade exen of oai: fojos 4 prey i, 

5 What 



«T4 ON THE aoVERNMEJfT 
What croaking fe£ls and Temun has it fenv 
The reftlefs nation to torment ! 
What gceedy troops, what armed power 
Of flies and locufts, to devour 
The land, which every where they fill I 
Nor fly they. Lord ! away 3 no^ they devour it ftill. 

Come the eleventh plague, rather than this fliould be > 

Come fink us rather in the fea. 
Come rather peftilence, and reap us down ; 

Come God's fword rather than our own» 

Let rather Roman come again. 

Or Saxon, Norman, or the Dane : 

In all the bonds we ever bore, 
We gricv'd, we figh^d, we wept j we never b]u(h*d,. 
before. 

If by our fins the divine juftice be 
, CaJrd ta this laft extremity. 
Let fome denouncing Jonas firft be fent. 

To try, if England can repent. 

Methinks, at leaft, fome prodigy. 
Some dreadful comet from on high. 

Should terribly forewarn the earth, 
As of good princes death, fo of a tyrant's birth." 

Here, the fpirit of verfe beginning a little to fail, I 
ftogt : and his highnefs, fmiling, faid, <' I was glad to 
fee you engaged in the enclofure of metre ; for, if you 
had ftaid in the open plain of declaiming againft the 
word tyrant^ Imuit have had patience for half a dozen 

bours> 
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hoMTSf till you had tired yourfelf as well as me. But 
pray, countryman, to avoid this fciomachy, or imagi- 
nary combat with words, let me know. Sir, what you 
mean by the name of tyrant, for I i^member that, 
among your ancient authors, not only all kings, but 
even Jupiter bimfelf {^ovlt jwvans pater) is (o termed ; 
and perhaps, as it was ufed formerly in a good fenfe, 
fo we ihall find it, upon better confidcration, to be ftill 
a good tbing for the benefit and peace of mankind | at 
leaft, it will appear whether your interpretation of it 
nay be juftly applied to the perTon, who is now the 
fubje^l of our difcourfe." 

« I call him (faid I) a tyrant, who either intrudes 
himfelf forcibly into the government of his fellow-ci- 
tizens without any legal authority over them j or who, 
having a juft title to the government of a people, abufes 
it to the deftru6lion or tormenting of them. So that 
all tyrants are at the fame time ufurpers, either of the 
whole, or at Icaft of a part, of that power which they 
aflume to thentfelves ; and no lefs are they to be ac- 
counted rebels, iince no man can ufurp authority over 
•then, but by rebelling againft them who had it before, 
or at leaft s^inft thofe laws which were his fuperiors : 
and in all thefe denies, no hiftory can atford us a more 
crtdent example of tyranny, or more out of all pofTibi* 
Ifty of excufe or palliation, than that of the pcrfoa 
whom you are pleafed to defend j whether we confidet 
lut reiterated rebellions againfl all his fupenors, or his 
ufnrpation of the fupreme power to himfelf, or his ty- 
ranny in the exercife of it : and, if lawful princes have 

Vol.. lU Q^ \>«^ 
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been edeemed tyrants, by not containing themfelret 
within the bounds of thofe laws which have been left 
(hem, as the fphere of their authority, by their fore- 
fathers, what fiiall we fay of that man, who, having 
by right no power at all in this nation, could not con- 
tent himfelf with that which had fatisfied the moft 
aii>bitious of our princes ? nay, not with thofe vaftly 
extended limits of fovereignty, which he (difdtJning 
all that had been prefcribed and obferved before) was 
pleafed (out of great modefty) to fet to himfelf { not 
abllaining from rebellion and ufurpation even againft 
his own laws, as well as thofe of the nation ?** 

*< Hold, friend, (faid his highnefs, pulling me by 
my arm) for I fee your zeal is tranfporting you again | 
whether the proteftor were a tyrant in the exorbitant 
cxercife of his power, we fhall fee anon ; it is requifite 
to examine, firft, whether he were fo in the ufurpation 
of it. And I fay, that not only he, but i.o man elfe, 
ever was, or can be fo ; and that for theic nafons. 
Firft, becaufe all power belongs only to God, v,ho is 
the fource and fountain of it, as kings are of all 
honours in their dominions. Princes are but his vice- 
roys in the little provinces of this world j and to ibme 
he gives their places for a few years, to fome for their 
lives, and to others (upon ends or defer ts bed known 
to himfelf, or merely for his undifputable good plca- 
fure) he beftows, as it were, leafes upon them, and 
their poftcrity, for fuch a date of time as is prefixed 
in that patent of their deftiny, which is not legible to 
yott men below. Neither is it more unlawful for 
^^ Oliver 
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Oliver to fucceed Charles in the kingdom of England, 
v^hen God fo difpofes of it, than it had been for him 
to have fucceeded the Lord Strafford in the lieutenancy 
of Ireland, if he had been appointed to it by the king 
then reigning. Men are in both the cafes obliged to 
obey him whom they fee aftually invefted with the 
authority, by that fovereign from whom he ought to 
derive it, without difputing or examining the caufes, 
either of the removal of the one, or the preferment of 
the other. Secondly, becaufe all power is attained, 
either by the ele£Uon and confent of the people (and 
that takes away your obje^lion of forcible intrufion) ; 
or elfe by a conqueft of them (and that gives fuch a 
legal authority as you mention to be wanting in the 
ufurpation of a tyrant) ; fo t)iat either this title is right, 
and then there are no ufurpers, or elfe it is a wrong one, 
and then there are none elfe but ufurpers, if you exa- 
mine the original pretences of the princes of the world. 
Thirdly (which, quitting the difpute in general, is 
a particular juftification of his highnefs) the govern- 
ment of England was totally broken and diffolved, and 
extinguidicd by the confufions of a civil vvar ; fo that his 
highnefs could not be accufed to have poffefTed himfelf 
riolently of the ancient building of the commonwealth, 
but to have prudently and peaceably built up a new 
one out of the ruins and afhes of the former ; and he, 
who after a deplorable ihipwreck, can with extraor- 
dinary induftry gather together the difperfed and 
broken planks and pieces of it, and with no lefs 
wonderful art and felicity fo rejoin them, ars to make a 
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new fcflfd more tight and bcaotifViI thin tbe old one» 
deterred, do doubt, to have the commscd of her (cvea 
as his highnefs had) by the de£re of the feamcn and 
pailengen diemfclfcs. And do bat confider, laftlf 
(for I omit a multitude of weighty things, that might 
be fpoken upon this noble argument) do but confider 
ferioufly and impartially with yourfelf, what admirable 
parts of wit and prudence, what indefatigable diligence 
and inTincible courage, mud of ncceiCty have con- 
curred in th: perTon of that man, who, from fo con- 
temptible beginnings (as I ob/enrcd before), and 
through fo many thoufand difficulties, was able not 
only to make himfelf the greateft and moft abfolute 
mcnarch of this nation, but to add to it the entire 
conqued of Ireland and ^Scotland (which the whole 
force of the world, joined with tlic Ro:Ti3n virt-jc, 
could never attain to) ; and to crown all this w'rh 
illultrious and heroical undertriklngs an. I lucciirrs 
upon all our foreign enemies: do but (I friy agiin) 
confider this, and you will confcls, that his prodi- 
gious merits were a better title to iniperi.il dignity, 
than the blood of an hundred royal progci.itors ; and 
will rather lament t!iat he lived not to overcome more 
ry.uor,^, than envy him the conqucll and dominion 
of thtJe." 

•* Whoever you arc, fiild I (my indignation 

making me fomewhat bolder) your difcourfe, mc- 

thinks, becomes as little the perfon of a tutelar angel, 

»s Cromwell's a^lions did that of a proteflor. It it 

ijpoo tbtfc principles, that all the great crimes of thfc 

^ world 
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world have been committedy and mod particularly thofe 
which I have had the misfortune to fee in my own 
time> and in my own country. If thefe be to be al- 
lowed, we nnift break up human fociety, retire, into 
woods, and equally there iland upon our guards 
againft our brethren mankind, and our rebels the 
wild beads. For, if there can be no ufurpation upon 
the rights of a whole nation, there can be none moft 
certainly upon thofe of a private perfon ^ and, if the 
robbers of countries be God's vicegerents, there is no 
doubt but the thieves and banditos, and murderers, 
are his under-officers. It is true which you iay, that 
God is the fource and fountain of all power ; and it 
is no lefs true, that he is the creator of ferpents, as 
well as angels ; nor does his goodnefs fail of its ends, 
even in the malice of his own creatures. What power 
he fuffers the devil to exercife in this world, is to9 
apparent by our daily experience; and by nothing 
more than the late monfirous iniquities which you dif^ 
pute for, and patronize in England : but would you 
infer from thence, that the power of the devil is a jufl 
and lawful one ; and that all men ought, as well as 
moft men do, obey him ? God is the fountain of all 
powers ; but fome flow from the rich hand (as it 
were) of his goodnefs, and others from the left hand 
ofhisjuftice; and the world, like an iHand between 
thele two rivers, is foraetimes refrefhed and nourifhed 
by the one, and foroetimes over-run and ruined by the 
other; and (to continue a little farther the allegor}') 
wc are sever overwhelmed with the latter, till, either by 
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VIST TTiUnrr x* ^e^igssssr^ "vs szve i 

BictD camt m Brils Anfr* ts tovt c^cneat, or 
IM'IMH uS juugs d B! Ai^uuLsYy i<ou5 rBT'rtadc. It 
CnmwvS sbb ccsk n casiaBiad ia Ircfaudg is Ac 
fteixflffhslK LccdSirrfcri, I ftooM have vieUcd 

flOBBCBCSy Btf^ ?f tSS fHpy^B^ S&fl tSC 2LlillSU|| loA. 

nC ^ESTS V^CS OS LaUB^St wna flWIly iMR TOt vBt 

CBBsiB>?fhfC wTirTi iks TfioBaM &A SXV6 flxwed mc fnm 
OCT cocdDoa iji sci^s, tHm? xEt ziifii 9 aiMly if ne eovid 
fcn? doe tt that £rcca Ood Alina girty, I mrald hare 
dbcTcd b2i too i= E=^^2 ; bst tihxt he was lb fir 
fraai 'hrrg ib&t to do, i2:a£, on the costrvy, I icad 
ftcfftrr.^ Int mrT-7^i*'.fls, azd erea pszblic proclamarimis, 
£rc:a Goi Alzi^^tr, ccfC to adsu: bin. 

VcTir :*ccni W— ir: i*, t!:i: he hid :he fame 
r.^ht feiis i-T-^rl:)-. tJ:ir is ths I'-v.r-iiiion of all 
others, erea th; rir-t cf ccriq-;*. Arc -we then fo 
iinhzppj as to be cor.cuc.-ci "by the pcrfcr* whom ^-e 
hired 2.t a daJlv rati, lit a labourer, to conquer others 
fcrus ? Did \\t furr.-ih hn:2 with anns, only to draw 
ard tr.- \^7-zt. cur cncni:e5 (as we, it fecms, falfely 
thought thers), and keep them for ever ihcathed in 
the bowcis &f his frier. J s ? Did we fight for liberty 
»r-i:nrt our prijjce, thit we might become (laves to 
ci:r fervar.t? This is fuch an impudent pretence, a$ 
reither he nor any of his flatterers for him had ever 
the face to mention. Though it can hardly be 
fpuken or thought of without pallion^ yet I fliall, 
I if 
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if you pleafe, argue it more calmly than the cafe de- 
ierve3. 

The rights certainly, of conqueft can only be exercifed 
upon thofc againft whom the war is declared, and 
the vi6lory obtained. So that no whole nation can be 
faid to be conquei-ed, but by foreign force. In all 
civil wars, men are fo far from ftatlng the quarrel 
againft their country, that they do it only againft a 
pcrfon» or party, which they really believe, or at leaH 
.pretend, to be pernicious to it ^ neither can there be 
aay juft caufe for the deftru£Uon of a part of the body, 
but when it is done for the prefervation and fafety of 
the whole. It is our country that raifes men in the 
quarrel, our country that arms, our country that pay« 
them* our country that authorizes the undertaking, 
und by ^hjit diftinguifhes it from rapine and murder i 
laftly> it is our country that dire&s and conunands the 
army, and is indeed their general. So that to fay, in 
civil wars, that the prevailing party conquers their 
country, is to fay, the country conquers itfelf. And, 
if the general only of that party be the conqueror, the 
army, by which he is made fo, is no lefs conquere4 
than the army which is beaten, and have as little rea* 
(on to triumph in that victory, by which they lofe 
both their honour and liberty. So that, if Cromwell 
conquered any party, it was only that againft which 
lie was (ent f and what that was, muft appear by his 
commiflion. It was (fays that) againft a company of 
tvil counfellors, and difaffe£led perfons, who kept the 
king from a good intelligence and conjun^on vitli hjm 
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people. It was not then againfl the people. It it (6 
far from being fo, that even of that party which wat 
t^aten, the conqneft did not belong to Cromwell, but 
to the parliament which employed him in their fervice, 
or rather indeed to the king and parliament, for whoft 
fervice (if there had been any faith in mcn*STows and 
proteftations) the wars were undertaken. Mercifiil 
God 1 did the right of this miferable conqueft remain 
then in his majefty ; and didft thou fuffer him to be 
deftroyed, with more barbarity than if he - had been 
conquered even by Savages and Canibals ? Was it for 
-king and parliament that we fought ; and has it fared 
with them yuft as with the army which we fought 
againft, the one part being flain, and the other fled- ? 
Jt appears therefore plainly, that Cromwell was not a 
conqueror, but a thief and robber of the rights of 
the king and parliament, and an ufurper upon thofe 
of the people. I do not here deny conqueft to be fome- 
times (though it be very rarely) a true title 5 but I 
deny this to be a true conqueft. Sure I am, that the 
race of our princes came not in by fuch a one. One 
nation may conquer another fometimes juftly 5 and if 
it be unjuftly, yet ftill it is a true conqueft, and they 
are to anfwcr for the injuftice only to God Almighty 
(having nothing clfe in authority above them), and 
not as particular rebels to their country, which is, 
and ought always to be, their fuperior and their lord. 
If perhaps we find ufurpation inftead of conqueft in the 
original titles of fome royal families abroad (as no 
^oubt tliere have been many ufurpers before ouiv, 
^ though. 
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though none in fo impudent and execrable a manner), 
all I can fay for them is, that their title was very 
-weak, till, by length of time, and the death of all 
juftcr pretenders, it became to be the true, becaufe it 
was the only one. 

Your third defence of his highnefs (as jrour high- 
nefs pleaics to call him) enters in moft feafonably after 
his pretence of conqueft ; for then a man may fay any 
thing. The government was broken j who broke it ? 
It was diflblved ; who diifolved it ? It was extin- 
guifhed 5 who was it, but Cromwell, who not only 
put out the light, but caft away even the very fnuff of 
k ? As if a man (hould murder a whole family, and 
then pofTefs himfelf of the houfe, becaufe it is better 
that he, than that only rats, fhould live there. Jefus 
God I (faid I, and at that 'word I perceived my pre- 
tended ang^l to give a dart and trembled, but I took 
no notice of it, and went on) this were a wicked pre- 
■ tenHon, cveiv though the whole family were deftroyed; 
but the heirs (bleifed be God !) are yet furviving, and 
likely to out-live all heirs of their difpoflfefTors, beddes 
their infamy. " Rode, caper, vitem, &c.*' There 
will be yet wine enough left for the facrifice of thofc 
wild beafts, that have made fo much fpoil in the vine- 
yard. But did Cromwell think, like Nero, to fet the 
city on fire, only that he might have the honour of 
being founder of a new and more beautiful one ? He 
could not have fuch a (hadow of virtue in his wicked- 
nefs ; he meant only to rob more fecurely and more 
richly in midft of the combuftion 5 he little thought 
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thtn that he ihoold ever have been aUe to make him- 
fcJf maAer of the palace^ as well as ploader the goock 
of the commoiiwcalth. He was glad to fee the public 
veflel (the ibveragn of the ieas) in as delpeiate a ooa- 
dition as his own little canoe, and thought only, widi 
Ibme fcatteicd planks of that great flupwrecky to make 
m better fiiheiboat for himielf. But when he law that, 
by the drowning of the maier (whom he hindelf 
tiracheroufly knocked on thehead^ as he was fwim- 
ming for his life), by the fli^t and di^eriion of 
others, and oowanlly patience of die remaining com- 
pany, that all was abandoned to his pleafnre{ with 
the old hoik, and new mif-fliapen and diiagreeable 
pieces of his own, he made up, with much ado, tfatt 
piratical veflel which we have ieen him command, and 
which, how tight indeed it was, may beft be judged 
by its peq)etual leaking. 

Firft then (much more wicked than thofe foolifli 
daughtei-8 in the fable, who cut their old father into 
pieces, in hope by charms and witchcraft to make 
him young and lufty again), this man endeavoured to 
dcftroy the building, before he could imagine in what 
manner, with what materials, by what workmen, or 
what architect, it was to be rebuilt. Secondly, if be 
had dreamed himfelf to be able to revive that body 
which he had killed, yet it had been but the infup- 
portable infolence of an ignorant mountebank ; and 
thirdly (which concerns us neareft), tliat very new 
thing, which he made out of the ruins of the old, is 
DO more like the ori^iaal, either for beauty, ufe, or 

duratioDi 
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dorntiony than an artificial plants raifed by the fire of 
a chtmiftf it comparable to the true and natural ont 
which he firil burnt, that out of the aihet of it 
he might produce an imperfefl fimiiitude of his own 
making. 

Yo«r laft argument is fuch (^n^n reduced to fyi<- 
logifm), that the major propofition of it would make 
ftnuige work in the world, if it were received for 
trttth } to wit, that he who has the beft parU in a 
aadon, has the right of being king over it. We had 
enoogh to do here of old with the contention between 
two branches of the fame family t what would become 
of us, when every roan in England fhould lay hie 
cUum to the government ? And truly, if Cromwell 
(hovld have commenced his plea, when he feems to 
have begun his ambition, there were few perfons be^ 
fides, that might not at tlie fame time have put in 
theirs too. But his deferts, I fuppofe, you will date 
firom the fame term that I do his great dements, that 
it, ftom tJM beginning of our late calamities (for, as 
for his private faults before, I can only wiih, and 
that with as much charity to him as to the public, 
tint he had continued in them till his death, rather 
tlun changed them for thole of his latter days) ; and 
therefore we mtift begin the conilderation of his greatnefii 
from the unlucky aera of our own misfortunes } which 
puts me in mind of what was (aid lefs truly of Pompey 
the Great, ** Noftra miferia magnus es.** But, be* 
caufe the general ground of your argumentation con* 
iiftt in thisi thai all men who are effc^ert of extraor- 
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dinaiy mutations in the world j muft needs have extra* 
ordinary forces of nature, by which they are enabled 
to turn about, as they pleafe, fo great a wheel j I 
fhall fpeak firft a few words upon this uniyerfal propo- 
fition, which feems fo reafonable, and is fo popular, 
before I defcend to the particular examination of the 
eminences of that perfon which is in <|aeftion. 

I have often obferved (with all fubmiffioa and re- 
fignation of, fpirit to the infcrutable myfteries of Eter- 
nal Providence), that when the fulnefs and maturity 
of time is come, that produces the great confuiions 
and changes in the world, it ufually pleafes God to 
make it appear, by the manner of them, that they are 
not the effe^s of human force or policy, but of the 
divine juftice and predeilination i and, though we iee 
a man, like that which we call Jack of the clock- 
houfe, flriking, as it were, the hour of that fulnefs of 
time, yet our reafon muft needs be convinced, that 
the hand is moved by fome fecret, and, to us who 
fland without, invifible dii-e6Uon. And the fhream of 
the current is then fo violent, that the ftrongeft men 
in the world cannot draw up againft it 5 and none 
are fo weak, but they may fail down with it. Thefe 
are the fpring-tides of public affairs, which we fet 
often happen, but feek in vain to difcover any certain 
caufes I 

—Omnia flumrnrs 
Kitu feruntur, nunc medio alveo 
Cum pace delabentis Etrufcum 
Ju mare, nunc lapides adefos, 

^ Stirp£I^iit 
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Stirpefque raptas, Sc pecus & domos 
Volventis una, non fine montium 
Clamore, vicinaeque fylvae j 
Cum fera diluvies quietos 
Irritat amnes. HoR. 3 Carm. xxi». 

And one man then, by mallcioufly opening all the 
Huices that he can come at, can never be the fole au- 
thor of all this (though he may be as guilty as if 
really he were, by intending and ima^ning to be fo) | 
but it is God that breaks up the flood-gates of fo ge- 
neral a deluge, and all the art then and induftry of 
mankind is not fulRcient to raife up dikes and ram- 
parts againft it. In fuch a time it was as this, that 
not all the wifdom and power of the Roman fenate, 
nor the wit and eloquence of Cicero, nor the courage 
and virtue of Brutus, was able to defend their coun- 
try, or thcmfelves, againft the unexperienced rafhnefs 
of a beardlefs boy, and the loofe rage of a voluptuous 
madman. The valour and pinidcnt counfels on the one 
fide are made fruitlefs, and the errors and cowardice 
on the other harmlefs, by unexpecled accidents* The 
one genei-al faves his life, and gains the whole world, 
by a very dream 5 and the other lofes both at once, by 
a little miftake of the fliortnefs of his fight. And though 
this be not always fo, for we fee that, in the tranfla- 
tion of the great monarchies from one to another, it 
pleafed God to make choice of the mod eminent men 
in nature, as Cyrus, Alexander, Scipio and his con- 
temporarres, for his chief inftrumenta and aftors in Co 
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admirable a work (the end of this being, not only to 
deftroy or puni(h one nation, which may be done by 
the worft of mankind, but to exalt and blefs another, 
which is only to be efFefted by great and virtuous per- 
fons) i yet, when God only intends the temporary chaf- 
tifement of a people, he does not raife up his fervaot 
Cyrus (as he himfelf is pleafed to call him), or an A- 
lexander (who had as many virtues to do good, as vices 
to do harm ; but he makes the MaiTanellos, and the 
Johns of Leyd^, the inftruments of his vengeance, 
that the power of the Almighty might be more evideot 
by the weaknefs of the means which he choofes to de- 
monftrate it. He did not aflemble the ferpents and tbe 
monfters of Afric, to correft the pride of the Egyp- 
tians s but called for his armies of locufts out of Ethi- 
opia, and formed new ones of vermin out of the very 
duft J and becaufe you fee a whole country deftroyed 
by thefe, will you argue from thence they muft needs 
have had both the craft of foxes, and the courage of 
lions ? 

It is eafy to apply this general obfervation to the 
particular cafe of our troubles in England : and that 
they feem only to be meant for a temporary chaftifc- 
ment of our (ins, and not for a total abolifliment of the 
old, and introdu6lion of a new government, appears 
probable to me from thefe confiderations, as far as we 
may be bold to make a judgment of the will of God in 
future events. Firft, becaufe he has fuffered nothing to 
fettle or take root in the ^lace of that, which hath 
been fo unwifcly and \iT\*y3L^^ twa.w^^> ^^x. 'ws^^ of 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 139 

thefe 3intempcred mortars can hold out againft the next 
blaft of windy nor any ftone ftick to a ftone, till that 
which thefe foolilh builders have refufed be made again 
the head of the comer. For, when the indifpofed and 
long-tormented commonwealth has wearied and fpent 
itfelf almoft to nothing, with the chargeable, various, 
and dangerous experiments of feveral mountebanks, it 
is to be fnppofedy it will have the wit at laft to fend for 
a true phyfician, efpecially when it fees (which is the 
fecond confideration) moft evidently (as it now begins 
to do, and will do every day more and more, and might 
have done perfedly long (ince) that no ufurpation 
(under what name or pretext foever) can be kept up 
without open force, nor force without the continuance 
of thofe oppreiiions upon the people, which will at laft 
tire out their patience, though it be great even to ftu- 
pidity. They cannot be fo dull (when poverty and 
hunger begins to whet their underftanding) as not to 
find out this no extraordinary myftery, that it is mad- 
nefs in a nation to pay three millions a year for the 
maintainihg of their fervitude under tyrants, when they 
might live free for nothing under their princes. This, 
I £iy, will not always lie hid, even to the (loweft capa- 
cities $ and the next truth they will difcover afterwards 
if, that a whole people can never have the will, with- 
out having at the fame time the power, to redeem'them- 
lelvet. Thirdly, it does not look (methinks) as if 
God had forfaken the family of that man, from whom 
he has raifed up five children, of as eminent vlrtMt^'axA 
all other commendable qualities ^ «« tN«c U?!^^'^^'"^ 
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(for fo many together, and Co young) in any other fa- 
mily in the whole world. Efpccially, if we add hereto 
this confideration, that by protefting and preferving 
ibme of them already through as great dangers as ever 
were paft with fafety, either by prince or private perfon, 
he has given them already (as we may reafonably hope 
it to be meant) a promife and cameft of his future fa- 
vours. And laftly (to return clofely to the difcourfe 
from -which I have a little digrefTed) becaufe I fee no- 
thing of thofe excellent parts of nature, and mixture 
of merit with their vices, in the late difturbers of our 
peace and happinefs, that ufes to be found ia the per* 
Tons of thofe who ai^e bom for the ereflion of new cm* 
pires. 

And, I confefs, I find nothing of that kind, no not 
any fhadow (taking away the falfe light of ibme prof- 
perity) in the man whom you extol for the firft exam- 
ple of it. And certainly, all virtues being rightly di- 
vided into moral and intelk^lwal, I know not how we 
can better judge of the former, than by menu's a<5lionsj 
or of the latter, than by their writings or fpeeches. As 
for thefe latter (which areleaft in merit, or rather which 
are only the inftniments of mifchlef, where the other 
are wanting) 1 think you<:an hardly pick out the name 
^f a man who ever was called great, befides him we are 
now fpeaking of, who never left the memory behind 
him of one wife or witty apophthegm even araongft his 
donieftic fervants or greateft flatterers. That little ia 
print, which remains upon a fad record for him, isfuch, 
as a fatire againft him would not have made him fay. 
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for fear of tranfgreffing too much the rules of probabi- 
lity. I know not what you can produce for the jufti- 
fication of his parts in this kind, but his having been 
able to deceive fo many particular perfons, and fo ma- 
ny whole parties ; which if you pleafe to take notice of 
for the advantage of his intellecluals, I defire you to 
allow me the liberty to do fo too When I* am to fpeak of 
bit morals. The truth of the thing is tliis, that if 
craft be wifdom, and diflimulation wit (ailifted both 
and improved with hypocrifies and perjuries), I muft 
not deny him to have been fingular in both ^ but {o 
groft was the manner in which he made ufe of them, 
tiiat, as wife men ought not to have believed him at 
firft, £o no man was fool enough to believe him at laft: 
^either did any man fcem to do it, but ^ofc who 
^bought they gained as much by that diflembling, as 
lie did by his. His very ablings of godlinefs grew at 
laft as ridiculous, as if a player, by putting on a gown; 
ihould think he reprefented excellently a woman, thd* 
kis beard at the fame time were feen by all the fpefla* 
tx>rt. If you aik me, why they did not hifs, and ex- 
^ode him off the ftage^ I can only anfwer, that they 
diirft*not do fo, becaufe the a^ors aqd the doo^'-keepers 
were too ftrong for the company. ,1 muft confefs that 
by thefe arts (how grofsly foever managed, as by hy- 
pocritical praying and filly preaching, by unmanly 
•fears and ^hrnihgs, by falfelioods and perjuries even 
diabolical) he had at firft the good-fortune (as men 
call it, that is, the iH-fortune) to attain his ends ; but 
it waa becaufe his ends were fo unreafonable, that no 
f y^L, IL R \v\xxtsaxv 
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human realbn cczld forefee tbex ; wliich nnde thno, 
wbc had to dc with k:ai, b«iirrey that he was rather a 
well- meaning and dciuded bigot, than a craftr and ma- 
Lciouf impcftor : thit thefe arts were helped by an in- 
defatigable iDdn&f7 (as rou term it), I am fo far from 
dcubtiDgy that I intended to objeA that diligecce, aa 
the worft of Lis cnmes. It makes me almoft mad, 
when I bear a man commended for his diligence in 
wickednefs. If I were his fon, 1 Ihould wi(h to God 
he b&d been a mere lazr perfon, and that wc might 
have found him lleeping at the hours when other men 
are ordinarily waking, rather than waking for thofe 
ends of his when other men were wdinarily afleep. 
How diligent the wicked are, the Scripture often tells 
vs, " Their feet run to evil, and they make hafte to 
" (bed innocent blood," Ifai. lix. 7. "He travels 
" with iniquity," Pfal. vii. 14. " He derifeth mif- 
•• chief upon his bed," Pfal. xxxiv. 4. " They fearch 
•< out iniquity, they accomplifh a diligent fearch,** 
Pfal. Ixiv. 6. and in a multitude of other places. And 
would it not fccm ridiculous, to praife a wolf for his 
watchful ncfs, and for his indefatigable induftry in 
langinjf all night about the country, whilft the (heep, 
and perhaps the fhcpherd, and perhaps the very dogt 
too, aie all afleep? 

The Chartrcux wants the waraing of a bell 
To call him to the duties of his cell ; 
There needs no noife at all t' awaken fin, 
Tb' adulterer and the thief bis laiiim hat within. 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL, 14^ 
And> if the diligence of wicked perfons be fo much 
to be blamedi as that it is only an emphafis and exfig- 
geration of their wickednefs^ I fee not how their cou* 
rage can avoid the fame cenfure. If the undertaking 
bold^ and vaft> and unreafonable defigns can deferve 
that honourable name, I am fure. Faux and his fellqw 
gunpowder friends, will have caqfe to pretend, though 
not an equals yet at leaft the next place of honour ; 
^either can I doubt but, if they too had fucceeded, they 
would have found their applauders and admirers. Jt 
wa$ bold unqueftionably for a man in defiance of all 
human and divine laws (and with fo little probability 
of a long impunity), fo publicly and fo outrageously to 
murder his mailer; it was bold with Co much infolence 
and affront to expel and difperfe all the chief partners 
of his guilt, and creators of his power ^ it was bold to 
violate fo openly and fo fcom fully all a£ls and confti* 
tutions of a nation, and afterwards even of his oWd 
making ; it was bold to aifumc the authority of call* 
ing, and bolder yet of breaking, fo many pai'liaments | 
it was bold to trample upon the patience of his own» 
and provoke that of all neighbouring countries ; it was 
bold, I fay, above all boldneffes, to ufurp this tyranny 
to htmfelf 3 and impudent above all impudences, to en- 
deavour to tranfmit it to his pofterity. But all this 
boldnefs is fo far from being a Agn of manly courage 
Xwhich dares not tranfgrefs the rules of any other vir- 
tue), that it is only a demonibration of brutiib madncfs 
or diabolical pofFeilion. In both which laft cafes there 
•vfe frequent examples to appear, of luch cxtr^i^tdvtAx^ 
R » i« 
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force as may juftly feem more wonderful and aftoniihiDg 
than the anions of Cromwell j neither is it ftranger to be- 
lieve that a whole nation ihould not be able to govern 
llim and a mad army> than that five or fix men (hould not 
be ftrong enough fo bind a diftra£led girl. There is no 
mart ever fiicceeds in one wickednefs, but it gives him 
the boldnefs to attempt a greater. It was boldly done 
6f Nero to kill his mother, and all the chief nobility of 
the empire; it was boldly done, to fet the metropolis 
of the whole world on fire, and undauntedly play upon 
his harp whilft he faw it burning ; I could reckon up 
five hundred l)oldneffe8 of that great perfon (for why 
Aiould not he, too, be called (o ?) who wanted, when 
he was to die, that courage which could hardly have 
failed any woman in the like neccflity. 

It would look (I muft confefs) Tike envy, or too 
much partiality, if I fhould fay that pcrfonal kind of 
courage had been deficient in the man we fpeak of j I 
am confident it was not : and yet I may venture, I 
think, to afiirm, that no man ever bore the honour t)f 
fo many viftories, at the rate of fewer wounds and 
dangers of his own body ; and though his valour might 
perhaps have given him a juft pretenfjon to one of the 
firft charges in an army, it could not certainly be a fuf- 
ficient ground for a title to the command of three 
nations. 

What then ihall we fay ? that he did all this by 

witchcraft ? He did fo, indeed, in a great meafure> by 

a /in that is called like it in the Scriptures. But, truly 

Mad ujipa/Conately reile^mg w^^oxk the advantages of 

\^ 
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his perforii which might be thought to have produced 
thoTe of his fortune, I can efpy no other but extraor- 
dinary diligence and infinite diifimulation j and believe 
he was exalted above his nation, partly by his own 
faults, but chiefly for ours. 

We have brought him thus briefly (not through all 
bis labyrinths) to the fupreme ufurped authority j and 
becaufe you fay it was great pity he did not live to com- 
mand more kingdoms, be pleafed to let me reprefent to 
you', in a few words, how well I conceive he goveme4 
thefe. And we will divide the conflderatioQ into that 
of his foreign and domeftic a^lions. The firft of his 
foreign, was a peace with our brethren of Holland (who 
were the firft of our neighbours that God chaftifed for 
having had fo great a hand in the encouraging and a^^ 
betting our troubles at home) : who would not imagine 
at flrfl glimpfe that this had been the moft virtuous and 
laudable deed, that his whole life could have made any 
parade of? but no man can look upon all the circum- 
ftajices, without perceiving, that it was purely the fale 
and facrificing of the greateft advantages that this coun- 
try could ever hope, and was ready to reap, from a fo- 
reign war, to the private interefts of his covetoufiiefs 
and ambition, and the fccurity of his new and unlbt- 
tled ufurpation. No fooner is that danger paft, but this 
Beatus Pacificus is kindling a Are in the northern 
world, and carrying a war two thoufand miles off weft- 
wards. Two millions a year (befides all the vales of 
hit protedlorfliip) is as little capable to fuflice now ei- 
ther his avarice or prodigality, as thp two hundred 
R I ^Qk^^-^ 
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poiknds were, that he was bom to. He muft have hit 
pre^ of die whole Indies both by ftm and land, this 
great alligator* To latxsfy oor Anti-Solomon (yrk9 
has made iOyer almoft as rare as gold, and goM as pre- 
cious ftones in his new Jeroialem) we muft go, tern 
thoufand of his flaves, to letch him riches from his fan- 
taftical Ophir. And, beczofe his flatterers brag of him 
as die moft fortunate prince (the Fauftns, as well as 
Sylla, of our nation, whom Ood nerer forfook in any 
of his undertakings), I defire them to confider, how, 
fince die Englifli name was ever heard of, it never re- 
ceived fo great and fo infamous a blow as under the 
imprudent condu^ of this unlucky Fauftus; and here- 
in let me admire the juftice of God in this circimiftance, 
^at they who had enflaved their countrey (though a 
great army, wWch I v«riih may be obfervcd by ours 
with trembling), fhould be fo IhamefuHy defeated by 
the hands of forty flares. It was very ridiculous to fee 
ho^ prettily they endeavoured to hide this ignominy 
under the great name of the conqueft of Jamaica 5 as 
if a defeated army fhould have the impudence to brag 
after^vards of the vi^ory, becaufe, though they had 
fled out of the field of battle, yet they quartered that 
ijight in a village of the enemies. The war with Spain 
was a neceflary confequcnce of this folly j and how 
much we have gotten by it, let the cuftom-houfe and 
exchange inform you j and, if he pleafe to boaft of the 
taking a part of the filver fleet (which indeed nobody 
fife but he, who was the fble gainer, has caufe to do), 
at lealt, let him give leave 4o the reft of the nation 

Cwhich 
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{which U the only lofer) to complain of the lofs of 
twelve hiindFe4 of her (hips. 

Sut becaufe it qaay here perhapt be anfwered, iJiat 
Ills fuGcefles nearer home hfve.extuiguiihed the -difgrace 
of fo remote miicarriages, and that Dunkirk ought 
nipre to be remembeoed for his glory, than St. l>o- 
tningo for his difadvantage $ I muft confefs, as to the 
boQour of the Engliih courage, that they were not 
wanting upon that occafion (excepting only the fault 
of ier^ing at leaft indire^y agaiaft their mafter), to 
the upholding of the renown of their warlike anceftors* 
But for his particular ihare of it, who fate ftill at home, 
and expofed them fo frankly abroad, I can only fay, 
tiiat, for lefs money- than he in the ihort time of his 
Ineign oxaded from his fellow •fubje^ls, fome of {our 
former princes (with the daily hazard of their own per- 
sons) have added to the dominion of England, not only 
4one town, but even a ^eater kingdom than itfelf. And 
ithis being all ^onfiderabie as concerning his enterprlzes 
Abroad, let us examine, in the next place, how much 
me owe him for bts J4i(Hce and good government at home. 

And, iirft, he found the commonwealth (as they then 
sailed it}.in a ready ilock of about 800,000 pounds $ he 
ieft the commonwealth (as he had the impudent raillery 
ibll to call it) fome two wllions and an half in <debt. 
£e found our trade .very much decayed Indeed, in com- 
fadlbn; of t)ie go^cn JUff^ ff our late |u;ince.s j he left 
•t as much again more decayed than he Sound it : and 
jg^et not only no .prince in England, but no tyrant in the 
HnForldj«yer fought out more bafeor infan^QUs means to 
R 4 v-^^^^ 
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raiie momci. I ihall only inftance in ooc that he put 
in practice, and another that he attempted, but was 
frighted from the execution (even he) by the infamy of 
it. That which he put in pni£lice was decimation * 9 
which was the moft impudent breach of all public faitk 
that the whole nation had given, and all private cqu* 
tulations vdiich himfclf had made, as the nation^s ge- 
neral and fervant, that can be found out (I believe) in 
ail hiftory, from any of the moft barbarous generals of 
the moft barbarous people. Which, becauie it has been 
moft excellently and moft largely laid open by a whole 
book written upon that fubjeft, I fliall only deiire you 
here to remember the thing in general, and to be pleaftd 
to look upon that author, when you would recoiled^ all 
the particulars and circumftances of the iniquity. The 
other defign, of raifing a prefent fum of money, which 
he violently purfued, but durft not put in execution, 
was by the calling in and eftabliihment of the Jews at 
London ^ from which he was rebuted by the univerfal 
outcry of the divines, and even of the citizens too, who 
took it ill, that a confiderable number at leaft amongft 
themfelves were not thought Jews enough by their 
own Herod. And for this defign, they fay, he in^ 
vented (oh AntichriftI ncmicv and novu^c !) to fell St* 
PauPs to tliem for a fynagogue, if their purfes and de- 
votions could have reached to the purchafc. And this^ 

^ By decimation^ is here meant, not the puttin? to 

death of every tentb man (which is the ufual fen^ of 

this term), but the levying of the tenth penny on the ef- 

tates of the Royalifts. The word is fo ufed by Sir J. 

J?ettham» H* 

indeed^ 
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indeed^ if be had done only to reward that nation^ 
which had given the firft noble example of crucifying 
their king, it might have had fome appearance of gra- 
titude : but he did it only for love of their mammon | 
and would have fold afterwards for as much more St* 
Peter's (even at his own Weftminfter) to the Turks for 
a mofquito. Such was his extraordinary piety to God, 
that he de(ired he might be worihiped in all manners, 
excepting only that heathenifli way of the Common- 
prayer book. But what do I fpeak of his wicked in- 
ventions for getting money j when every penny^ that 
for almoft fivt years he took every day from every man 
living in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was as much 
robbery, as if it had been taken by a thief upon the 
highways ? Was it not fo ? or can any num think that 
Cromwell, with the aiRftance of his forces and mofsi- 
troopers, had more right to the command of all men^s 
purfes, than he might have had to any one's, whom he 
had met and been too Arong for upon a road ? And 
jet, when this came, in the cafe of Mr. Coney *, to be . 
difputed by a legal trial, he (which was the higheft aSb 
of tyranny that ever was feen in England) not only dif^ 
cou raged and threatened, but violently imprifoned the 
counfel of the plaintiff j that is, he (hut up- the law it- 
felf dofe prifoner, that no man might have relief from, 
or accels to it. And it ought to be remembered, that 
this was done by thofe men, wha a few years before 
had fo bitterly decried, and openly oppofed, the king's 

• Which the reader may fee in Lord Clarendon, 
H. R. Tol. ill. iUf P. ^o6. H. 



%|o OK THE GOVERNMENT 

regular and fonnal way c^ proceeding in the trial of a 
little ifaip-money. 

But, though we loft the benefit of our old courts of 
{aftice, it cannot be denied that he fet up new ones ; 
«nd foch they were, that as no virtuous prince before 
would, fo no ill one durft, ered. What, have we lived 
€b many hundred years under fuch a form of juftice 
as has been able regularly to puniih all men that of- 
-toded againftit; and is it fo deficient juft now, that 
we muft feek out new ways how to proceed again ft of- 
fenders ? The reafon, which can only be given in na- 
ture for a neceflity of this, is, becaufe thofe things are 
•now made crimes, which were never efteemed fo m 
fonner ages ; and there muft needs be a new court fet 
Ttp to puni(fa that, which all the old ones were bound 
to proteft and reward. But I am fo far from declaim- 
ing (as ycu call it) againft thefe wickedneflcs (which 
if i ihotild undertake to do, I fliould never get to the 
•peroration), that you fee I only give ahintoffomc 
few, and pafs over the reft, as things that are too many 
■to be numbered, and muft only be weighed in grofs. 
Let any man ihew me (for, though I pretend not to much 
reading, I will defy him in all hiftory), let any man 
ihew me (I fay) an example of any nation in the world 
(though -much gi-eater than ours), where there have, 
in the fpace of four years, been made id many prifo- 
ticrs, only out of the endkfs jcaXoufies of one tyrant's 
-iguilty imagination. I grant you, that Marius and 
Sylla, and the accurfcd triumvirate after them, put 
jnc^je people to death j but the reafon, I thiak, partly 
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was, becaufe in thofe times tliat liad a mixture of fome 
hononr with their madnefs, they thought it a more 
ciril revenge agaiiift a Roman, to tak« avay his lafe, 
than to tak« away his liberty. But truly in the point 
of murder ik>o, we have little reafon to think that our 
hite tyranny has been deficient to the eKampks tki^ 
kave ever boen fet it in other couatries^ Our judgiss 
mnd oar edarts of juftke haiw not been idle : and, to 
omit the whok reign of o«r late king (till lihe begin- 
tiing of the war), in which no drop of blitod was 'CveF 
drawn but from two or three ears, I think the longoft 
time of our word princes A:arce faw many osore ea^ectir 
ti€«8, than the >(hort one of our bleA reformer. And 
we faw, and fmelt in oitr open fbeets .(t» I marked to 
you at firft) the broiiii^ of human bownls as a bufiot- 
ofienng of a Ihreet fat^onr to our idol j but aH jnund^- 
4ng, and all torturing (tboogh after tkie dfnbtikft in*- 
mention of his predeceflbrs of Sicily) is mons homtme 
tfid more Aipportable, than Ins feUing of Chriftiadas* 
Bnglilhmen, gentlemen ^ bis felling of thom (ok mon^ 
Arousl c/ti incredible) to be flaves tn America. i£ 
hh whole life could be raproadhed with Ih> other a^ion, 
-yet tbis ftlone would weigh down ail the mnltipltcity 
«f crimes in any of our tyrants j ^and I dare only touch, 
witboot itoppiog or infixing upon, fo iniblent-and lb 
•execrable a cruelty, finr fear of falling into ib violent 
(though a |uft) paflion, as would make 7&e eK<ieed that 
tenvper and moderation, which I xtSalim to obfrnie in 
thic dikeneOi with jou» 

Thcfe 
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Thefe arc great calamities 5 but even thefe are not 
the moft infupportable that we have endured ; for To 
it is, that the fcom, and mockery, and infultings of an 
enemy, are more painful than the deepeft wounds of 
his ferious fury* This man was wanton and meriy 
(unwittily and ungracefully merry) with our fuffer- 
ings : he loved to fay and do fenfelefs and fantaftical 
things, only to fhew his power of doing or faying any 
thing. It would ill befit mine, or any civil mouth, 
to repeat thofe words which he fpoke concerning the 
moft facred of our Englifh laws, the Petition of Right, 
and Magna Charta •• To-day, you {hould fee him 
ranting fo ^Idly, that nobody durft come near him i 
the morrow, flinging of cuihions, and playing at fnow- 
balls, with his fervants. This month, he affembles a 
parliament, and profeffes himfelf with humble tears to 
be only their fervant and their minifter; the next 
month, he fwcars by the living God, that he will turn 
them out of doors, and he does fo, in his pt'incely way 
of threatening, bidding them, " Turn the buckles of 
their girdles behind them.'* The reprefentative of 
whole, nay of three whole nations, was in his eftecm 
fo contemptible a meeting, that he thought the affront- 
ing and expelling of them to be a thing of fo little 
confequence, as not to deferve that he fhould advife 
with any mortal man about it. What fhall we cajl 
this ? boldnefs or brutifhnefs ? ra(hncfs or phrenfy ? 
There is no name can come up to it ; and therefore we 

* In the cafe of Coney, before mentioned. 

snuft 
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Tfiuft leave it without one. Now a parliament muft 
be chofen in the new manner, next time in the old 
form, but all cafhiered ftill after the neweft mode« 
Now he will govern by major-generals, now by one 
houfe, now by another houfe, now by no houfe j now 
the freak takes him, and he makes feventy peers of the 
land at one clap {extempore y and fians pede in uno) | 
and, to manifeft the abfolute power of the potter, 
he choofcs not only the worft clay he could find, 
but picks up even the dirt and mire, to form out of 
it his veflels of honour. It was faid anciently of 
Fortune, that, when fhe had a mind to be merry and 
to divert hcrfelf^ (he was wont to raife up fuch kind of 
people to the higheft dignities. This fon of Fortune^ 
Cromwell (who was himfetf one of the primeft of 
her jefts), found out the true bout gouft of this plea- 
fare, and rejoiced in the extravagance af his ways, as 
the fulleft demonftration «f his uncontr^^able iovt^ 
reignty , Good God ! What have we feen ? and what 
have we futfered ? what do all thefe aftions fignify ? 
what do they fay aloud to the who^e nation, but this 
(even as plainly as if it were proclaimed by heralds 
tbrough the ftreets of London), *^ You are flaves and 
«* fools, and fo I will ufe you r* 

Thefe are briefly a part of thofc merits which you 
Iftment to have wanted the reward of more kingdoms, 
and fuppofe that, if he had lived longer, he might 
b^ve had them : vrhich I am fo far from concurring to, 
that I believe his feafonable. dying to have been a 
.greater good-fortune to himi than all the vi&ot\ft.% ^^4. 
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profperities of his life. For he (ecmed evideotly (xne- 
thinks) to be near the end of his deceitful glories j 
his own army grew at laft as weary of htm as the reft 
of the people } and I never pafled of late befdkv his 
palace (hiS| do I call it ? I aik God and the king par- 
don), but I never paffcd of late before Whitehall, 
without reading upon the gate of it, " Mene Mene, 
<« Tekel Upharfm*.** But it pleafed God to uke him 
from the ordinary courts of men, and juries of his 
peers, to his own high court of jufticc { which being 
more merciful than ours below, ^ere is a litde room 
yet left for the hope of his firiends, if he have any $ 
though the outward unrepentance of his death afibrd 
bat fmall materials for ^ work d chanty, efpe* 
ciftlly if he deiigned even then to entail his own injuf- 
tice upon his children, and, by it, inextricable confu- 
fions and civil wars upon the nation. But here *s at 
laft an end of him. And whei« ^s now the fruit of all 
that blood and calamity, which his ambition has coft 
the world? Where is it? Why, his fon (you will 
fay) has the whole cropj I doubt, he will find it 
quickly blafted $ I have nothing to fay againft the 
gentleman f , or any living of his family j on the con- 
trary, I wifh him better fortune than to have a long 
and unquiet pofTeflion of his maftcr^s inheritance, 
Whatfoever I Kave fpoken againft his father, is that 

• Dan. V. 25. 

t Ai-emarkable tcftimony to thcblamdcfsicharac- 
ttfr of Richard Cromwell I 

'Vhich 
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^hich I fliould have thought (^OBgh decency, pferhaps, 
itiight have hindered tile from faying it) even againft 
mine owh, if I had been fo unhappy, as that mine, by 
the fame ways, (hould have left me three kingdoms/* 

Here I ftopt ; and my pretended prote6lor, who, t 
expe6led, would have been very angry,^l a laughing; 
it feems at the iimplicity of my difcourU, for thus he 
replied ; ** You feem to pretend extremely to the old 
obfolete rules of virtue and confcience, which makes 
me doubt very much whether from this vaft profpe^ 
of three kingdoms you can ihew me any aeres of your 
own. But thefe are fo far from making you a prince^ 
that I am afraid your friends will never have the con- 
tentment to fee you fo much as a juftice of peace in 
your own countrey. For this, I perceive, which you 
call virtue, is nothing elfe but either the frowardnefa 
of a Cynic, or the lazinefs of an Epicurean. I am 
glad you allow me at leaft artful diflimulation and un* 
wearied diligence in my hero ; and I aflure you, that 
he, whofe life is conftantly drawn by thofe two, iball 
never be mifled out of the way of greatnefii. But I 
fee you are a pedant and Platonical ftatefma«i^ a the- 
oretical commonwealth*s-man, an Utopian dreamer* 
Was ever riches gotten by your golden mediocrities f 
or the fupreme place attained to by virtues that muft 
not ftir out of the middle I Do you ftudy Ariftotle^t 
politics, and write, if you pleafe, conunents upon 
them; and let another but pradlife Machiavel: and 
let us (kt then which of you two will coine to tl^e 
gre^teft preferment. IJF the dedre of role and fu^tU 
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orlty be a virtue (as Aii'e I am it is more imprinted in 
human nature than any of your lethargical morals; 
and what is the virtue of any creature, but the exerciie 
of thofe powers and inclinations which God has in- 
fufed into it ?) if that (I fay) be virtue, we ought not 
to efteera any thing vice, which is the moft proper, if 
not the only, meaps of attaining of it^ 

It is a truth fo certain, and fo clear. 

That to the firft-born man it did appear; 

Did not the mighty heir, the noble Cain, 

By the frefh laws of nature taught, difdain 

That (though a brother) any one fliould be 

A greater favourite to God than he ? 

He ftrook him down j and fo (faid he) fo fell 

The (heep, which thou didft facrifice fo well. 

Since all the fulleft fheaves, which I could bring. 

Since all were Wafted in the offering, 

Left God fliould my next vi6lim too defpife. 

The acceptable prieft I '11 facrifice. 

Hence coward fears j for the firft blood fo fpilt. 

As a reward, he the firft city built. 

'Twas a beginning generous and high. 

Fit for a grand-child of the Deity. 

So well advanc'd, 'twas pity there he ftaid i 

One ftep of glory more he fliould have made, 

And to the utmoft bounds of greatnefs gone 5 

Had Adam too beenkillM, hemighthavereign'd alone. 

One brother's death, what do I mean to name, 

A finall oblation to revenge and fame ? 

Tht 
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The mighty-foulM Abineiect to ihtw 
What i<xt high place a higher Sjpith can do» 
A hecatomb almoft of brethren flew. 
And feventy titoes in nearelb blood ke dyM 
(To make it kold) his royal putpk prkle. , 

Why do I natne the lordly creature iimui ? 
The w^ak, the mild, the cowatd woman, caxt^ 
Wh^n' to a crown fte cuts her faored way. 
All that oppofe with manlike courage flay'v. 
So Athaliah, when fte faw her fon. 
And with his life her dearer greatnefs, gone. 
With a majeftic fury flaughter'd all 
Whom high-birth might to high pretences call : 
Since he was dead who alt her power fuftain'^d, 
Refolv'd to reign alone j refoWM, and reign^i. 
* In vain her fex, in vain the laws, withftood. 
In vain the facred plea of David's blood ; 
A noble and a bold contention, (he 
(One woman) undertook with deftiny^ 
She to pluck down, deftiny to uphold 
(Ofaiig'd by holy oracles of old) 
The greatjeflkan race on Judah's throve ; 
Till 'twas at laft an equal wager grown, 
Searce Fate, with much ado, the better got by otie. 
Tell me not, (he herfelf at laft was flain $ 
Did (he not firft feven years (a life-time) reign > 
Seven royal years f a public fpirit will feem 
More than the private life of a Methufalem. 
*Tif godlike to be great ; and, at thry (ay, 
A thoufand years to God are but a day, ' 
*VOL. II* S %' 
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So to a man, when once a crown he wears, 

The coronatioD-day ?s more than a thoufand years." 

He would haVe gone on, I perceived, in his blai^ 
phemies, but that by God^s grace I became fo bold, as 
thus to interrupt him i-" I underftand now pcrfeftly 
(which I guefTcd at long before) what kind of angel and 
protc6lor you are 5 and, though your ftylc in vcrle be 
very much mended * fmcc you were wont to deliver 
oracles, yet your doflrinc i) much worfe than ever you 
had formerly (that I heard of) the face to publilh ; 
whether your long practice with mankind has in- 
cre^ifed and improved your malice, or whether you 
think us in this age to be grown fo impudently 
wicked, that there needs no more ait or difguifes to 
draw us to your party." 

** My dominion (faid he haftily, and with a dreadful 
furious look) is I'o great in this world, and I am fo 
powerful a monart h of it, that I need not be afliamed 
that you fiiould know me j and, that you may fee I know 
you too, I know you to be an obftinate and inveterate 
malignant ; and for that roaion I (hall take you 
along -.viih me to the next garrifon of ours ; from 
whence you Ihall go to the Tower, and from thence 



* This compliment was intended, not fo much to 
the foiegoing, as to the following verfcs j of which the 
author had reafon to be proud, but, as being delivered 
in his own perfon, could not fo properly make the 
panegyric. H. 

to 
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to the court of jufticc, and from thence you know 
whither.*^ I wa& alraoft in the very pounces of the 
great bird of prey : , 

Wlwn» lo, ere the laft words were fully fpoke, 

From a fair cloud, which rather op'd than broke, ) 

A flaih of light, rather than lightning, came« . ' 

So fwift, and yet fo gentle, was the flame. 

Upon it rode (and, in his full cai:eer, 

Seem'd to my eyes no fooner there thanf here) 

The comelieft youth of all th* angelic race 5 

Lov.ely his fhape, ineffable his face. ; 

The frowns, with which he ftrook the trembling fiend, 

All fmiles of human beauty did tranfcend 5 

His beams of locks fell part difhever^l down, 

Part upwards curl'd, and form'd a natural crown. 

Such as the Britifh monarchs usM to wear ; 

If gold might be compared with angels' hair. 

His coat and flowing mantle were fo bright. 

They feemM both made of woven lilver light : 

Acrofs his breaft an azure ruban went. 

At which a medal hung, that did prefent. 

In wondrous living figures, to the fight, 

The myftic champion's, and old dragon's, fight j 

And from his mantle's fide there fhone afar, 

A.fix'd, and, I believe, a real (lar. 

In his fair hand (what need was there of more ?) 

No arms, but th' Cngli/h bloody crofs, he bore, 

Which when he tow'rds th' affrighted tyrant bent, 

Aud fome few. .words pronounc'd (but what the^ m^^.tkV» 
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Or werei caaLA ttot, alas 1 by me be known* 
Only, I wdl pcrcchrM^ Jefas wat one) 
He trembled, and he roarM, and fled away f 
Mad to quit thus his more than hopM-for prey. 

Such agit ilflanito the wolf *0 wild hiaft aiid cytt 
(Robb'dy as be ^nics imjoftlyf «f his pride) 
Whom unawates die fhe^md fpiei, itaA draw* 
The bleating iaiftb horn out lis ratvmms jaurs i 
The ihepherd fain lumM ¥FtfAA ht afiail» 
But fear abo?i Itis haiger does prevatl> 
He knows his fbe<too ftroA^, ttid ittuft be gone $ 
He grins, as he looks back, «nd howls, at he goes oiu 
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r. 

OF tlBERTY. 



TH E liberty of a people confifts in "being gorerned 
by laws which they have made themfelves, under 
whatfoever form it be of government ; the liberty of 
a private man, in being mafter of his own time and 
afHonS} as far as may conlift with the laws of God 
and of his countrey . Of this latter only we are here to 
difcourfe, and to enquire what eftate of life does beft 
feat us in the pofleflion of it. This libefty of our own 
a£Uon8, is iuch a fundamental privilege of human na- 
ture, that God himfelf, notwithftanding all his in- 
finite power and right over us, permits us to enjoy it, 
and that too after a forfeiture made by the rebellion of 
Adam. He takes fo much care for the intii*e preferva- 
don of it to us, that he fuffcrs neither his providence 
nor eternal decree to break or infringe it. Now for our 
time, the fame Gf^d, to whom we are but tenants-at- 
ifiU for the whole^ requires but the feventh part to be 

- Si -J 
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paid to him, as a iVnall quit-rent, in acknowledgement 
of his title. It is man only that has the impudence to 
demand our whole time, though he never gave it, nor 
can reftore it, nor is able to pay any condderable va- 
lue for the leaft part of it. This birth-right of man- 
kind above all other creatures, fome are forced by 
hunger to fell, like Efau^ for bread and broth f but 
the greateft part of men make fuch a bargain for the 
dclivery-up of themfelves, as Thamar did with Judah; 
inftead of a kid, the neceffary provifions for human 
life, they arc contented to do it for rings and bracelets. 
The great dealers in this world may be divided into 
the ambitious, the covetous, and the voluptuous ; and 
that all thefe men fell themfelves to be ilaves, though 
to the vulgar it may feem a Stoical paradox, will ap- 
pear to the wife fo plain and obvious, that they will 
fcarce think it defervcs the labour of ai'gumentation. 

Let us firft confider the ambitious j and thofe, both 
in their progrefs to greatnefs, and after the attaining 
of it. There is nothing truer than what Salluft * 
fays, ** Dominationis in alios fcrvitium fuum merce- 
** dem daut j" they are content to pay fo great a 
price as their own fervitude, to purchafc the domina- 
tion over others. The firft thing they muft refolve to 
facrifice, is their whole time; they muft never ftop, 
iior ever turn afide whilft they are in the race of glory, 
lio not like AtalanU for golden apples. Neither in- 

• Fj-agm. ed. Maittaire, p. ii6. 

dctd 



PF MR. A. COWLEY. jt^j 

.deed can a man flop him&lf if he wouldy "when he is 
in this career : 

Fertur equis auriga, neque audit cnrrus habenas*. 

Pray, let us but confider a little, what mean, fervile 
things' men do for this imaginary food. We cannot 
fetch a greater example of it, than from the chief men 
■of that nation which boafted moft of liberty. To 
what pitiful bafenefs did the nobleft Romans fubmit 
themfolves, for the obtaining of a prstorihip, or the 
confular dignity! They put on the habit of fup- 
pliants, and ran about on foot, and in dirt, through 
all the tribes, to beg voices ; they flattered the poorest 
artifans ; and carried a nomenclator with them, to 
whifper in their ear every man^s name, left they fhould 
miftake it in their falutations 5 they (hook the : hand, 
and kiffed the cheek, of every popular tradefman j they 
&ood all day at every market in the public places, to 
ihew aud ingratiate themfeives to the rout ; they em- 
ployed all their friends to folicit for them $ they kept 
open tables in every ftreet ; they diftributed wine, and 
bread, and money, even to thc'vileft of the people. 
■** En Romanus rerum dominos f !'* Behold ihe 
pafters of the world begging from door to door! 
This particular humble way of greatnefs is now out of 
fafliion 5 but yet everv ambitious pcifon is ftili in fome 
^ort a Roman candidate. He rouft feaft and bnbe> 

• Virg. Georg. i. 514. f Virg. JEn. i. 282 . 
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•an^ attend mkI istter, Mi4«4ore 9any beafts^ iHievgh 
not the beaft with many heads* Catilint, who wns fe 
piouil that he could iv>t .jPQD^.t himfplf with a ^t 
power than Sylla^t, was yet lb hunoible, for the attaining 
of ity at to xnafce hiaalelf the moft ooftMijitifate of all 
lerranta $ to 4>e a pablic kiwd, to provide whoret> and 
finnetliiDg worTe, for all the yoaog gentlemen of 
Rome, wliofe hot luft> and cowragety and heads, Iw 
thoo§^t he might make nfe of* And, iince I happen 
Imtb to fropoie Catiline for my inftance (though thcR 
be thouiand of examples for (he fame thing), give me 
leave to tranfcribe the ^aca£lcr which Cicero * givet 
of this noble Aave, becanfe it is a general defcription 
of all ambitious men, and which Maehiavel perhapa 
would fay ooght to be the rule of their life and ac- 
tions: 

" This man (fays he, as moft of you may well re- 
member) had many artificial touches and ftrokes, that 
looked like the beauty of great virtues 3 his intimate 
converiation was with the worft of men, and yet he 
feemed to be an admirer and lover of the beft j he wat 
furniihed with all the nets of luft and luxury, and yet 
wanted not the arms of labour and induftry : neither 
do I believe that there was ever any monfter of nature, 
compofed out of fo many different and difagreeing parts. 
Who more acceptable, fometimes, to the moft ho- 
nourable pcrfons ; who more a favourite to the moft 
infamous ? who, fometimes, appeared a braver cham- 

• Orat, pro M, Caelio, 
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ftton I wh«,^ at other times, a bolder entmy t« Km 
countr«y ? vho more difiblute in his pleaAires 3 who 
niore patient in his toils i who more rapacious in rob* 
bing ; wlio more profiife in giving f Ai>OTe all things^ 
this was remarkable and admirable in him, the artft 
he had to acquire the good opinion and kindnefs of 1^ 
ibrts of men, to retain it with great complaifance, to 
communicate all things to them, to watch and fenre 
all the occafions of their fortune, both with his money, 
and hisintereft, and hisinduftiy; and, if need were, 
not by ftieking at any wickedntfs whfttfoerer that 
might be ufefiil to them, to bend and turn about his 
own nature and laveer with every wind j to live fe- 
^rerely with the melancholy, merrily ^th the pleafant, 
gravely widi the aged, wantonly with the young, def- 
pcrately with the boM, and debauchcdly with the lux- 
urious : with this variety and multiplicity of his nature 
•—AS he had made a collection of friendihips with all 
the moft wicked and redlefs of all Aations $ fo, by the 
artificial Simulation of fome '^rtues, he made a fiiift to 
enfnare fome honeft and eminent perfbns into his fami- 
liarity. Neither could fo vaft a defign as the delbuc- 
tion of thisempiiie have been undertaken by him, if the 
iromanity of fo many vices had not been covered and 
diiguifed by the appearances of fome excellent qua- 
lities.'* 

I fee, methinks, the charafter of an Anti-PauI, 
M who became all things to all men,*' that he might 
deftroy all ; who only wanted the afliftance of fortune, 
to have been as great as his friend Cxfar was a little. 
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Kifter him* Adulthe wgyt ^ Cttfarto compaft the 
#ft»e*eiifU (I'l&cati dlLthe civil wsr^ c which irat but 
,aiK«tberiiialuMref ^Mogvhit couocicy on fire) were 
jM ubIUkc tbde, though, he nied ftfterwtrd fab unjuft 
^twrnnion "vrilli ttoie.atodtElttiaii thtn I think the 
^odvr wQ^d biTC done. Selluft .fheBefiorey who wae 
jweUacqoainted with theiB. bothy «d with nan j fudi- 
JikciL gendenien of hit tim^ faye *». ** thatit it the 
iiatnre of ambition, to make men Ijrart and cheateni 
to hide the troth in their bieaftt, and ihew, like jug- 
jglert, another thing in thdr moutht ; to cut all fiicnd- 
^pt and cnmitiet to the meafuxt of theis own intereft i 
and to nuke a.good cqnntenance without the help of a 
jgood will.** And can there be freedom with thit per- 
petual conftraint? what is it but a kind of rack» 
that forces men to iay what they have no mind 
Ito? 

I have wondered at the extravagant and barbarous 
ibatagem of Zopirus, and more at the praifes which I 
find of fo deformed an a6lion $ who, though he was one 
pf the feven grandees of Perfia, and the fon of Mega- 
bifes» who had freed before his countrey from an. ig- 
poble fervitude, flit his own nofe and lips, cut off his 
own earsy fcourged and wounded his whole body» 
that he might, \^er prctSence of having been mangled 
fo inhumanly by Darius, be received into Babylon 
(then befieged by the Periians), and get into the com- 
mand of it by the recommendation of fo cruel a fuffer- 

• DeBelLCatil.cz. 

wee. 



OF MR. A. COWLEr. 267 

■ ance, and their hopes of his endeavouring to revenge 
■it. It is great pity the Babylonians fufpefled not his 
falfehood, that they might have cut off his hands too, 
and whipt him back a^ain. But the de^gn fuccccded; 
he betrayed the city^ and was made governor * f it. 
What brutifli matter ever punifhed his offending flave 
with fo little mercy, as ambition did thisZopirus? 
and yet how many are there, in all nations, who imi- 
tate him, in Tome degree, for a lefs reward j who, 
•though they endure not fo much coi^ioral pain for a 
fmall preferment or fome honour (as they call it), yet 
• ftick not to commit adlions, by which they arc more 
(hamefully and more laftingly ttigmatized ! But you 
may fay, though thcfe be the moft ordinary and open 
-ways {o . greatnefs, yet there are narrow, thorny, and 
little-trodden paths too, through which fome men find 
a paffage by virtuous induftiy. I grant, fometimes 
they may ; but then, that induftry muft be fuch, 
as cannot confift with liberty, though it may with 
honcfty. 

Thou art careful, frugal, painful ; we commend a 
Xervant fo, but not a friend. 

Well then, we muft acknowledge the toil and 
'dmdgery which we are forced to endure in this afcent j 
but we are epicures and lords when once we are gotten 
up into the high places. This is Ijut a fliort appren- 
ticefhip, after which we are made free of a royal com- 
piny. If we fail in love with any beauteous woman, 
we muft be content that they ihould be cur miftreffes 

whil:t 



wfailft vn-vntof^ them f as fqQn as wc axe wedded and 
^j<^» U ^ ^ i|t^ ^ & maft^rs. ^ 

I am IvQiidi^ to ftick to Ihis ISmiiitude hi the ciJle 
^greaib^'i- ^ 4^x&ter Into diebmds'of it/lfke ^hbie 
tii mati^htnoBf i we are bewitclred with fh^ outWuifd: 
^i&d pidnted tieaufy, add tak6 ft' fpr better or worie, 
%d6n we Itndw its ime batui<'and'l&is&H<^ inconvQii- 
«tice». A great fortune (fays Seaeesr) is a ^reat ftsriff- 
tn§c% but many are of that opm1<m idiiclr Bnttvs !n3- 
fotts (i hope» untndy*) efen «orth«t patron of tlberty,. 
*it fiieod Cicero t << We fJear (ihys'tie to AftScnsy 
•4iaith» and'1>toifiiiiisnt, and pororty, a great deal tbb- 
^wiidi. 'Qceroy i am a&ud, tfnflifci the(b to he ^ 
*woi"K or evni j andy xf ht ha^e but fome jMBrionSi tnnb 
^whom he can obtain what lie has a mindto^ and odbers- 
'ipvho wtll Hatter and worOiip hun, feeras to be well, 
-enough contented with an honourable fdrvitude, if any 
tiling indeed ought to be called honourable in fo bafe 
ajid contumelious a condition.** This was fpoken as> 
became the braveft man who was ever born in the. 
braved: commonwealth* But with ps generally, no. 
condition paflfes for fervitude, that is accompanied with 
great riches, with honours, and with the fervice of 
many inferiors. This is but a deception of the iight 
through a falfe medium ; for if a groom ferve a gentle- 
man in his chamber, that gentleman a lord, and that 

* This parentheGs does honour to the writer*s fcnle, 
M well as candour, fiU 

lord: 
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^d a fyrince ; the groom, the ^ntlemin, axld fhe lord, 
are as mtich fenrants one as the ot!her$ the drcam« 
ftantfal difference of the one*9 getting oftly hi* bfead 
and wagesy lihc recond*a plentiful, and the third a fu- 
perfluous efhtte, is no more intrinfical to this matter, 
than the difference between a plain, a rich, and gaudy 
livery. I do not fay, that he who fells his whole time 
and his own will for one hundred thoufand, is not a 
wifer merchant than he who does it for one hundred 
pounds $ but I will fwear, they are bo<b merchants, 
and that he is happier than both, who ean live content* 
•cdly without felling that eftate to which lie was b<H7i. 
Bat this dependance upon fitperiors is butonexhain of 
the lovers of power s 

Amatorem trecenttt 
Pirithoum cohibent catenas * 
Let us begin with him by break of day i for by that 
time he is befieged by two or three hundred fuitors 5 
and the hall and antichambers (all the out-works) 
poAeifed by the enemy t as foon as his chamber opens, 
'they are ready to break into that, or to eomipt the 
gtiards, for entrance. This is fo effential a part of 
greatnefs, that whofoever is without it, looks like a 
fallen favourite, like a perfon difgraced, and condemn- 
cd to do what he pleafes all the morning. There are 
(boie who, rather than want this, are contented to have 
tkeirirooms filled up every day with murmuring and 
ctrfisg creditors, and to charge bravely through a bo- 

♦ Hor, 3 Od, iv. 75, 
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dj of them to get to their coach. Now I would fain 
know which is the word duty, that of any one parti* 
cular perfon who waits to fpeak with the great man, 
or the great xnan^s, who waits every day to fpeak with, 
all company. 

Aliena negotia centum 

Per caput, & circa faliunt latus • — 
a hundred bufincfTes of other men (many unjuft, and 
mod: impertinent) fly continually about his head and 
ears, and ftrike him in the face like Dorres. Let ut 
contemplate him a little at another fpecial fcene of. 
glory, and that is his table. Here he Teems to be the. 
lord of all nature : the earth affords him her beft me- 
tals for his difhes, her beft vegetables and animals; 
for his food ; the air and fea fopply him with their 
choiceft birds and fifhes j and a great many men, who 
look like m'ciftcis, attend upon him j and yet, when all 
this is done, even all this is but table d'^hojle \ it is* 
crowded with people f.r whom he cares not, v/ith many 
parafitcs and loine fples, with the moft burdenlbme 
fort of guefts, the endeavourers to be witty. 

But every body piiys him great refpetSi j every body 
commends his meat, that is, his money j every body 
admires the exquillte dreiTing and. ordering of it, that is, 
his clerk of the kitchen, or his cook. ; every body loves 
his hofpitality, that is, his vanity. But I defire to 
know why the honcft inn-keeper, who provides a pub- 
lic table for his profit, Ihould be but of a mean pro- . 

* Hor. 2 Sat. vi. 34. 

.$ fefllon 5 
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feflion i and he, who does it for his honour, a munifi«> 
cpnt prince. You will fay, becaufe one fells, and the ' 
other gives : nay, both fell, though for different things ; 
the oM for plain money, the other for I know not what 
jewels, whofe value is in cuftom and in fancy. If then 
his table be made " a (hare" (as the Scripture* fpeaks) 
*• to his liberty," where can he hope for freedom ? There 
is always, and every where, fome reftraint upon him. 
He is guarded with crowds, and (hackled with forma- ' 
lities. The half hat, the whole hat, the half fmilc, 
the whole fmile, the nod, the embrace, the pofitivc 
parting with a little bow, the comparative at the mid- 
dle of the room, the fuperlative at the door 5 and, if 
, the pcrfon be pan buper fehaftus^ there is a hyper- 
fuperlative ceremony then of condu^ling him to the . 
bottom of the ftairs, or to the veiy gate : as if there 
were fuch rules fet to thefe Leviathans^ as are to the fea, 
•* Hitherto Ihalt thou go, and no further f .** 

Perditur haec inter mifero iux J, 
Thus wretchedly the precious day is loft. 

How many impertinent letters and vifits muft he re- ' 
ceive, and fometimes anfwer both too as impertinently I 
He never fets his foot beyond his thre/hold, unlefs, like 
a funeral, he have a train to follow him ; as if, like 
the dead corpfe, he could not ftir, till the beai-ers were 
all ready. *< My life (fays Horace, fpeaking to one 
of thefe roagnificos} is a great deal more eafy and 

• Pf. Ixix. 21. f Job xxxviii, n. 

} Hor, 2 Sat. vi. 59. 
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tp i M pdi^ut ffittft thnie^ in lAatt (Mi g* intiy fli* ttt#« 
iftf^ttideheapett whM I pk^ tritltoift b«dtgtPdtt^ 
dtfttluir^ flittd «fck« tof korfe MMi Hrin aii fltr «t TilMl« 
ttm, withmit btili^ OiiibA*** U, k m iut|^Hiiint oot- 
llniiit to iw fllwayt under ^fi^t mid dHfetValwfty 
wM tmSaHf «f ol9ief» ) at thdft ittay ^ vUiifrf iii i«i lb 
»«iii*kftdket«ib(Madbevt*aillotfy tiiM;«f^ik: and 
I-HMder Itow prinoet can eadttfie fi^ltavieti^P* or thretf 
li— dia A am ftartd ga»i*g «{«■ thllttiM^lHlft they ani 
it4faMef, aadl&UnfMliMdf«vcr)fl>ktiicyeftt. No-^^ 
tlmg loemi gteaier and mora lofdly tfaaai iho n>n]ti« 
tnde of dooeiiG ftnra&ta } hat even tikis too, if ^gh* 
«l feriMil^f ia a jiite* of Ibrvlttt^ } nnkft yon will bo ' 
a-ftrvant to than (at tinny nOh tit}, fbtf tronble and 
duo of yonrt in tlie gbvemment of them all ta mndi 
more titan that of every one of them in their obfenr- 
aac^of jKm. I take the profeiHon of a fchool-mafter 
to be one of the moft ufeful, and which ought to be 
of the moft hononrable in a commonwealth; yet cer- 
tainly all his fafces and tyrannical authority over Co 
many boys takes away his own liberty more than 
tihdrs. 

I do but (lightly touch upon all thefe particulars of 
the flavery of greatneis : I (hake but a few of their 
outward chains { their anger, hatred, jealoufy, fear, 
envy, grief, and all the // c^rtera of their pailions, 
w(iich are the fecret, but conftant, tyrants and toituret 
•of their life, I omit here, becaufe, though they be 
fymptoms moft frequent and violent in this difeafe, 

yet 
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yet they are common too in fome degree to the epide- 
mical difeafe of life itfelf. 

But the ambitious man, though he be fo many ways 
a flave (c totUs fer^vus I), yet he bears it bravely and 
heroically $ he ilruts and looks big upon the ftage $ he 
thinks himfelf a real prince in his ma(king-habit> an4 
deceives toenail the fooliih part of his fpe£lator$: he is 
a a^vdnfaturnalibuf. The covetous man is a down- 

- light fervanty a draught-horfe without bells or ifeathers $ 
a^i metaUa damnatusj a man condemned to work in 

-mines, which is the loweft and hardeft condition of (^^ 
vitude $ and, to increaie his mifery, a worker there for 
he knows not whom : « He heapeth up riches, and 
*• knows not who (hall enjoy them • j" it is only fure, 

• that he himfelf neither (hall nor can enjoy them. He 

. is an indigent, needy ilave ^ he will hardly allow him- 
felf cloaths and board-wages : 

Unciatim vix de demenfo fuo, 
Suum defraudans genium, comparfit mifer f \ 

He defrauds not only other men, but his own genius ; 
he cheats himfelf for money. But the fervile and mi- 
ferable condition of this wretch is fo apparent, that I 
leave it, as evident to every man^s fight, as well as 
. judgment. 

It feems a more difficult work to prove that the vo- 
. luptuous man too is but a fervant ; what can be more 
. the life of a freeman, or, as we fay ordinarily, of a gen- 

• Pf. xxxix. 6. 

f Phorm. A61 1. Sc, i, ver. 4 3. 
* • Vol. II. T , t.Ut5\v\^ 
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tleman, than to follow nothing but his own plcafures F 
Why, I will tell you who is that true freeman » and 
that true gentleman $ not he who blindly follows ail 
his pleafures (the very name of foUo^er is fervilc) ; 
but he who rationally guides them» and is not hindered 
hy outward impediments in thecondu£k and enjoyment 
of them. If I want (kill or force to reftcaia the bcaft 
that I ride upon, though I bought it, and oall it my 
own, yet, in the truth of the matter, I am at that time 
rather his man, than he my horCe. The Toluptuovi 
men (whom we are fallen upon) may be divided, I 
think, into the luftful and luxurious, who are both fer- 
iKints of the belly $ the other, whom we fpoke of be- 
fore, the ambitions and the covetous, were uMtk dv^ 
if^il 'wild beitfts ; thefe are v^s^;, ifyaX^flo'w belUes^ as 
our tranflation renders it, but the word l^yol (which is 
a fantaftical word, with two direftly oppofite fignifica- 
tions) will bear as well the tranllation of quick or {ii- 
lifrent bellies \ and both interpretations may be applied 
to thele men. Metrodorus faid, ** that he had learnt 
** uKn^x; ya(r(i xh'^1'^'^^9 ^^ g'^^ '^'S belly juft thanks 
*' for all his pleafures." This, by the cahimniators 
of Epicurus's philofophy, was objected as one of the 
nioft icandalous of all their fayings ; which, according 
to my charitable undcrftanding, may admit a very vir- 
tuous fenfe, which is, that he thanked his own belly for 
that moderation, in the cuftomary appetites of it, which 
can only give a man liberty and happineis in this world. 
•Let this fuffice at prelent to be Ipoken of thofe great 
triumviri of the world \ the covetous man, who is a 
^ mean 
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nm^n villain* like l^epidus ; the ambitious> who h ± 
lirave one, like O^lavius j and the vpluptubps, yrho U 
H lopffi and debauched oae, like M.ark Antony i 

tjuifnam igitur liber ? Sapiens, fibique imperiof\is ^ i • 

Kot OenojnAus f , who tororaits hlmfelf wholl^r to f 
charioteer, that may break bis ii?ck ; but the mzn. 

Who governs his own courfe with fteady hand j \ 
Who does hirafelf with fovereign power command j 
Whom neither death nor poverty* does frigfht ^ 
Who ftands not aukwardly in his own light 
Againft the truth} who can, when pleaAires knock 
Loud at his door, k&ep firm the bolt and loek; 
Who can, though honour at his gate (hould ftay 
In all their mafking cloaths, fend her away. 
And cjryi Be gone, I have no mind to play. 

This, I confefs, is a freeman : but it may be faid, that 
many peribns are fo (hackled by their fortune, that they 
are hindered from enjoyment of that manumiflTion 
which they have obtained from virtue. I do both un- 
<ier(land, and in part feel^ the weight of this objedion : 
all I can anfwer to it is, that we muft ge^ as much li-> 
berty as we can, we muft ufe our utmoft endeavourc, 
and, when ail that is done, be contented with the 
length of that line which is allowed Us. If you aflc 
me, in what condition of life I think, the moil allowed $ 
I fliould pitch upon that fort of people, whom King 

* Hot. a Sat. vii. S3. f Virg. Gcorg. iii. 7. 

T a \vKv^^ 
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James wat wont to call the happieft of our nation, the 
men placed in the country by their fortune above an 
high conftable, and yet beneath the trouble of a juftice 
«f peace } in a moderate plenty, without any^ juft argu- 
ment for the defire of increafing it by the care of many 
relations; and with fo much knowledge and love of 
piety and philofophy (that is, of the ftudy of God*8 
laws» and of his creatures) as may afford him matter 
enough never to be idle, though without bufinefs \ and 
never to be melancholy, though without £n or va- 
nity. 

I ihall conclude this tedious difcourfe with a prayer 
of mine in a copy of Latin verfes, of which I remember 
1^ other part 5 and, (pour faire Unne boucbe) with 
fome other verfes upon the fame fubje^ s 

•' Magne Deus, quod ad has vitae brevis attinet horas, 
<« Da miki, da panem libertatemque, nee ultra 
« Sollicitas efFundo preces : fi quid datur ultra, 
•* Accipiam gratusj fi non, contcntus abibo,'* 

For the few hours of life allotted me. 

Give me (great God !) but bread and liberty, 

I'll beg no more : if more thou'rt pleasM to give, 

I'll thankfully that overplus receive : 

If beyond this no more be freely fent, 

I'll thank for this, and go away content. 



Mar- 
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M A R T I A L> Lib. L £p. Ivk 

** Vota tui breritcr," Sec. 

WELL then. Sir, you fhall know how far extend 
The prayers and hopes of your poetic friend* 
He does not palaces nor manors crave^ 
Would Be no lord, but lefs a lord wc^td Have i 
The ground he bolds, if he his own can call. 
He quarrels not with Heaven becaufe *tis fmall : 
Let gay and toilfome greatnefs others pleafe. 
He loves of homely iittlenefs the eafe. 
Can any man in gilded rooms attend. 
And his dear hours in humble vifits fpend, 
When in the frefh and beauteous fields he may 
With various healthful pleafures fill the day ? 
If there be man (ye gods !) I ought to hate, 
Dependance and attendance be his fate j 
Still let him bufy be, and in a crowd, 
And very much a flave, and very proud s 
Thus he perhaps powerful and rich may grow 5 
No matter, O ye gods ! that lUl allow j 
But let him peace and freedom never fee; 
Let him not love this life, who loves not me 1 



Martial, Lib. n. Ep. liii. 
« Vis fieri liber ?" &c. 

WOULD you be free ? 'Tis your chief wifli, you fay j 
Come en 5 Til ihew thee, friend, tlie certain way j 
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If to no fcafls abroad tbou lov^ft to go. 
While bdirateotiB God doet ibr&d at hoiht beftow i 
If thou the gobdneft of itiy doadbs ddft prize 

, Bj thine ovm \^f and not by others* eyes ^ 

' If l^only fafe from weathers) thou canft dwell 
In a (xxiall houfe, but a convenient (hell j 
If thouy without a figh» or golden wifli, 

s Canft look upon thy beechen bowl and diih ; 
If in thy mind fuch power and greatnefs be. 
The Perfian king H a flave compared with thee» 



M A R T I A L» Lib. n. £p. lxviii« 
•• Quod te nomine ?*' &c. 
THAT I do you with humble bows no morCy 
And danger of my naked head, adore ; 
That f, who " Lord and mafter/' cry'd erewhile. 
Salute you, in a new and different ftyle. 
By your own name, a fcandal to you now } 
Think not that I forget myfelf or you : 
By lofs of all things, by ail others fought. 
This freedom, and the freeman's hat, is bought* 
A lord and matter no man wants, but he 
Who o'er himfelf has no authority; 
Who does for honours and for riches ftrive. 
And follies, without which lords cannot live. 
If thou from fortune doft no fervant crave, 
Selieve it« thou no mailer need'ft to have. 

ODE. 
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ODE. 
UPON LIBERTY, 

FREEDOM with Virtue takes her feat j 
Her proper place, her only fcene. 

Is in the golden mean. 
She lives not with the poor nor with the great. 
The wings of thofe Neceffity has dipt. 

And they 're in Fortune's bridewell whipt 

To the laborious talk of bread j 
Thefe are by various tyrants captive led. 
Now wild Ambition with imperious force 
Rides, reins, and fpurs, them, like th' unruly horfe; 

And fervile Avarice yokes them now, 

Like toiffome oxen, to the plough $ 
And fometimes Luft, like the mifguided light. 
Draws them through all the labyrinths of night« 
If any few among the great there be 

From thefe infulting paflions free. 

Yet .we ev'n thofe, too, fetter'd fee 
By cuftom, bufmefs, crowds, and formal decency; 
And, wherefoe'er they ftay, and wherefoc'er they go> 

Impertinencies round them flow : 

Theie are the fmall uneafy things 

Which about greatneft ftill are found. 

And rather it molcft than wound : 

T 4. UU 
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Like gnats, which too much heat of fummer brings ; 
But cares do fwami there, too, and thofe have (Ungs : 
As, when the honey docs too open He^ ' 

A thoufand wafps about it fly : 
Nor will the mafter cv'n to fliare admit; 
The mafter (lands aloof, and dares not taile of it. 

•Tis morning ; well ; I fain would yet fleep on j 

You cannot now j you muft be gone 

To court, or to the noify hall : 
Befides, the rooms without are crowded all j. 

The ftrgam of bufinefs does begin. 
And a fpring-tide of clients is come in. 
Ah cruel guards, which this poor prifoner keep ! 

Will they not fuffer him to fleep ? 
Make an cfcape ; out at the poftem flee. 
And get fome blefled hours of liberty : 
With a few friends, and a few difhcs, dine. 

And much of mirth and moderate wine. 
To thy bent mind fome relaxation give. 
And fteal one day out of thy life to live. 
Oh happy man (he cries) to whom kind Heaven 

Has fuch a freedom always given ! 
Why, mighty madman, what fliould hinder thee 

From being every day as free ? 

In all the freeborn nations of the air. 

Never did bird a fpirit fo mean and fordid bear. 

As to exchange his native liberty 

Of tbaring boldly up into the flcy. 

Mis iiberty to Cwg, to perch, or fly, 

When, 
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When, and wherever he thought good. 
And all his innocent pleafures of the woody 
.'For a more plentiful or conilant food. 

Nor ever did ambitious rage * 

Make hinn into a painted cage. 
Or the falfe foreft of a well-hung room. 

For honour and preferment, come. 
Now, blelfings on you all, ye heroic'race, 
Who keep your primitive powers and rights fo well. 

Though' men and angels fell. 
Of all material lives the higheft place 

To you is juftiy given ; 

And ways and walks the neareft heaven. 
Whilft wretched we, yet vain and proud, think fit ■ 

To boaft, that we look up to it. 
Ev'n to the univerfal tyrant, Love, 

You homage pay but once a year : 
None fo degenerous and unbirdly prove. 

As his perpetual yoke to bear ; 
None, but a few unhappy houfhold fowl, 
• W honi human lord(hip does control j 

Who froni their birth corrupted were 
By bondage, and by man*s example here. 

He^s no fmall prince, who cvei7 day 

Thus to himfelf can fay j 
Now will I flcep, now eat, now fit, now walk, 
Now meditate alone, now with acquaintance talk 5 
This I will do, here I will ftay, 
Ori if my fancy call me away. 
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My man and I will prefently go ride 

(For vfCy before, have nothing to provide. 

Nor, after, are t9 render an account) 

To Dover, Berwick, or the Comiih mount. 

If thou but a ihort journey take,. 

As if thy laft thou wert to make, 
Bufinefs muft be dlfpatchM, ere thou eanft part^ 

Nor canft thou ftir, unle& there be 

A hundred horfe and men to wait on thee,. 

And many a mule, and many a cart $ 

What an unwieldy man thou- act 1 

The Rhodian Coitus {o 

A journey, too, might go» 

Where honour, or where confcience, does not bindje 

No other law (hall fhackle me ; 

Slave to myfelf I will not be, 
Nor (hall my future anions be confined 

By my own prefent mind. 
Who by refolves and vows engaged does ft and 

For days, that yet belong to Fate, 
Poes, like an unthrift, mortgage his cftate^ 

Before it falls into his hand i 

The bondman of the cloifter &y 
All that he does receive, does always owe; 
JVnd ftill, as time comes in, it goes away 

Not to enjoy, but debts to pay. 
Unhappy (lave, and pupil to a bell. 
Which his hours-work, as well as hours, does tell f 
Unhappy, till the laft, the kiud releafing knell • 
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If life ihould a well-order'd poem be 

(In which he only hits the white 
Who joins true profit with the beft ddight)^ 
The more heroic ftrain let others take. 

Mine the Pindaric way I'll make | 
The matter ihall be grave, the nnrobert' loofe aad 

free. 
It fhall not keep one fettled pace of time. 
In the fame tune it ihall not always chime. 
Nor ihall each day juft to his neighbour rhyme ) 
A thoufand liberties it ihall difpenfe. 
And yet ihall manage all without o&nce 
Or to the fweetnefs of the found, or gieatnefS' of tht 

fenfe j 
Nor (hall it never from one fubjed ilart. 

Nor feek tranfitions to depart, 
Nor its fet way o*er ftiles and bridges make. 

Nor thorough lanfes a compafs take, 
As if it fearM fome trefpafs to commit. 

When the wide air *$ a road for it.. 
So the imperial eagle does not ftay 

Till the whole carcafe he devour, 

Thafs fallen into its powers 
As if his generous hunger underfbofl 
That he can never want plenty of food. 

He only fucks the tafteful blood { 
And to freih game flies chearftiUy away i 
To lutes, and meaner birds* he. kavet the mangled 
prey. 
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n. 

^ t> F SOLITUDE, 

•* ^/T UNQU AM minus folus, quam cum folus,'* 
* •*'^ is now become a very vulgar laying. Every 
roan, and almoft every boy, for thefe feventeen hun- 
di'ed years, has had it in his mouth. But it was at 
firft fpoken by the excellent Scipio, who was Without 
queftion a moft eloquent and witty perfon, as well as 
the mod: wife, moft worthy, moft happy, and the 
greateft of all mankind. His meaning, no doubt, was 
Vkis, that he found more fatisfa£^ion to his mind, and 
'more improvement of it, by folitude than by company ; 
and, to (hew that he fpoke not this loofely or out of 
vanity, after he had made Rome miftrefs of almoft the 
whole world, he retired himfelf from it by a voluntary 
exile, and at a private houfe, in the middle of a wood, 
near Linternum *, pafTed the remainder of his glo- 
rious life no lefs glorioufly. This houfe Seneca went 
to fee fo long after with great veneration ; and, among 
other things, defcribes his baths to have been of fo 
mean a ftru6lure, that now, fays he, the bafeft of the 
people would defpife them, and cry out, ** Poor Scipio 
underftood not how to live.'' What an authority is 
here for the credit of retreat ! and happy had it been 
for Hannibal, if adverfity could have taught him as 
.BQUch wifdom as was learnt by Scipio from the higheil 

* Seneca E^ift, Ixxxvi. 
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profperitlcs. This would be no wonder, if it were as 
truly as it is colourably and wittily faid by Monfieur 
de Montagne, *« That ambition itfelf might teach u» 
«• to love foliiude ; there is nothing does fo much hat^ 
•« to have companions.'* It is true, it loves to have* 
its elbows free, it detefts to have company on either 
fide y but it delights above all things in a train behind, 
I, and uihers too before it. But the greateft part of 
men are fo far from the opinion of that.noble Roman, 
that if they chance at any time to be without company, 
they are like a becalmed fhip j they never move but by 
the wind of other men's breath, and have no oars of 
their own to fteer withal. It is very fantaftical and 
Contradiftory. in human nature, that men Ihould love 
themfclves above all the reft of the world, and yet" 
never endure to. be with themfelves. When they are' 
in love with a miflrefs, all other perfons are importu- 
nate and burthenfome to them. ** Tecum vivere 
•* amem, tecum obeam lubens," they would live and 
die with her alone. 

** Sic ego fecrctis poffum bene vivere fylvis, 
** Qua nulla humano fit via trita pede. 

** Tu mihi curarum requies, tu no£le vcl atra 
*' Lumen, & in folis tu mihi turba locis**** 

With thee for ever I in woods could reft. 
Where never human foot the ground has prcft. 
Thou from all (hades the darknefs canft exclude. 
And from a defert banilh folitude. 

• 4 Tibull. xui, 9% 
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And yet our dear felf is fo weariibme to us, that 
lire can fcarcely fupport its converlation for an hour 
^gether. This is Aich an odd temper of mind, as 
Catullus exprejOTes towards one of his miftrelies, whom 
we may fuppoie to have heen of a very unfociablit 
humour • : ' 

"<< Odi, & amo : quare id faciam fortafle requiris* 
<« Nefcio J fed fieri fentio, & excrucior.** 

I hate, and yet I love thee too 5 
How can that be ? I know not howj 
Only that fo it is I know ; 
And feel with torment that 'tis fo. 

Jt is a deplorable conditiont this, and drives z 
loan fometim^s to pitiful ihifts, in feeking how to 
avoid himfelf. 

The truth of the matter is, that neither he who is a 
fop in the world,, is a fit raan to be alone j nor he who 
has fet his heart much upon the world, though he have 
never lb much underftanding ; fo that folitude can be 
well fitted, and fit right, but upon a very few perfons. 
They muft have enough knowledge of the world to fee 
the vanity of it, and enough virtue to defpife all va- 
nity ; if the mind be poiTefled with any luft or partions, 
a man had better be in a fair, than in a wood alone. 
They may, like petty thieves, cheat us perhaps, and 
pick our pockets, in the midft of company ; but, like 
robbers, they ufe to fh-ip and bind, or murder us, 

* De amore fuo, IxxxiII« 

^hen 
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when they catch ns alone. This is but to retreat from 
men, and fall into the hands of devils. It Is like 
the punifhment of parricides among the Romans, tp 
l>e fowed into a hag« with an ape, a dog, and » 
ierpent. 

The firft work therefore that a man muft do, ti» 
make himfelf capable of the good of folitude, is, the 
Tery eradication of all lufts ; for how is it poiTible for 
a man to enjoy himfelf, while his aileflions are tied to 
things without himfelf ? In the ieqond place, he muft 
learn the art and get the habit cf thinking ; for this 
too, no leis than well-fpeaking, depends upon much 
pra£^lce$ and cogitation Is the thing which dlftin- 
guiihes the folitude of a God from a wild beail. Now, 
'becaufe the foul of man «s not by its own nature 
or obfervation fumiflied with fufiicient materials to 
work upon, it is necefTary for it to have continue 
•recourfe to lear&ing and books for frefh fupplies, ib 
that the iblitary life will grow iBdigent, and be ready 
4o ftarve, without them ; but if once we be thoroughly 
engaged in the love of letters, inAead of being wearied 
with the length of any day, we fliall only complain of 
^e ihortnefs of our whole life* 

*» O vita, Rulto longa, fapienti brevis • !** 
O lif<, long to the fool, fhort to the wiie ! 

Thtf Rrft minifter of ftate has not ib much bufincft 
in public, as a wife man hat in private < if the ooe 

• w vita, laiiero longa, felici brevis!'* 
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hare little Idfore to be alone, ^e odier has lefs leifnrt 
to be in compomy ; the cme has but part of the affairs 
of one nation, the other all the «t>rks of God and 
vatarcy under his confideration. There is do faying 
(hocks me fo much as that which I hear very often> 
«< That a man does not know how to pais his time/* 
It- would have been bnt ill-fpokea by Mcthufalem in 
the nine hundreth (ixty-nindi year of his life ; fb f ir 
it is from us, who have not time enough to attain to 
the Qtmoft perfe6Uon of any part of any fcience, to 
-'have caufe to complain that we are forced to be idle 
'for want of work. But this, you will fay, is work 
only for the learned ^ others are not capable either of 
the employments or divertifements that arrive from 
' letters. I know they are not 5 and therefore cannot 

■ much recommend folitude to a man totaHy ii literate, 
•But, if any man be fo \mle:irncd, as to want enter- 
tainment of the little intervals of accidental iblitude, 
which frequently occur in almoft all conditions (ex- 

■ cept the very meaneft of the people, who have bufmels 
enough in the neceflary provifions for life), it is truly 

• a great ihame both to his parents and himfelf j for 
a very fmall portion of any ingenious art will Hop up 
all thofc gaps of our time : either mufic, or painting, 
or defigning, or chemiliry, or hiftory, or gardening, 
or twenty other things, will do it uftfully and plea- 
fantly ; and, if he happen to fet his affeftions upon 

: poetry (which I do-not advife him too immoderately), 
that will over-do it j no wood will be thick enough to 

hide 
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hide him from the- importimhies of company or btifi- 
*efs, which-MTOold abftraft-'hiinr from his' bel6vtd. 

c« — O-qui me'gelidi&-]n'va]Iibtii Hitmi 
•* Siftat, & ingenti ramoilsm pretegatumbWt-* ?•• 

Hai], old patrician tqsfa^^ Togreat':a|idIgnQd^l; 

Haili y#'f|I«b8ianr,'Uml^twood/l 

Wli^rc the rRoptic, birdj^. rejoice 
And for their quiet^DdUraod/pJenftfmkSofbofl ' 

Pay, with their. gra«ffol. voice* 

Hail, the ppor Mufes' rjcheft raanpr-feat j 
Ye^country-houfes arid retreat,. 
Which all the happy gpds fo love. 

That for you oft they quit their bright and great 
Metropolis above. 

Here Nature does a houie for me ere6l» 
- Naturcjthe-vrifcftarehitea, 

Who thofei fond* artifto -does ddfpiie 
That can the fair and living- trees negl^'9 
Ycrt-thc dead timbcr-pri^e; 

Here let me, carelefs and unthoughtful lying. 
Hear the foft winds^ above. me. iiymg> 
With.all their wanton boughs difpute. 

And the more tuneful birds to both. replying. 
Nor be myfelf* too,.mutc. 

• Virg. Gcorg. ii. 4.89. 
Vol. II. U KS.^H^ 
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On whoTe enimelM biak ril walk. 
And ii^)i9^ |iinBt%.tib|e7^(mUc, a^i^ 
f HofrprettUytbi^ 

Ah!«H«lFlMd «id tiea foUttty ]tt»' i 
Who lom not h» own ieompfnif t 
He*ll feektlie i^ght df^ msHy t dsy^ 

Unl^ lie4«U in fin QT'iMuiitf 
To help to bcir*^«NMfif,- . 

Oh Sofitydet M'fi»V<>n>um«^^ 

Which bleft remaiiiM, tUi mm did fin4 
S?^ Iiit own* {letpcr^'company. 

As foon as t^o, alas 1 together joinM, 
The fcrpent made up three. 

The* God himfelf, through countlefs ages, thee 
His fole companion chofe to be, 
Thte, facred Solitude, alone. 

Before the branchy head of number's tree 
Sprang from the trunk, of one. 

Thou (tho* men think thine an unafUve part) 
Doft break and time th* unruly heart, 
^Which elfe would know no fettled pace. 

Making it move, well-managM by thy art, • 
With fwiftnefs and with grace. 



Thou 
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Thou the faint beams of reafon^s fcatter^d fight 

Doft, likf a burning-glafsy unite} 

Deft multiply the feeble heat. 
And fortify the ftrength, till thou doft bright 

And noble fires beget. 

Whilft this hard truth I teach, raethinks, I Jee 
The raonfter London laugh at me ; 
I fliould at thee too, fooliih city I 

If it were fit to laugh at mifeiy j 
But thy eftate I pity. 

Let but thy wicked men from out thee gOf 
And all the fools, that crowd thee fo. 
Even thou, who doft thy millions boaft* 

A village lefs than Iflington wilt grow, 
A folitudc almoft. 



N 



III. 

OP OBSCURITY. 

AM neque divitibus comtingunt gaudia folis ; ' 
' Nee vixit male, qui natus morienfquc fefel- 

•* lit *:- 

God made not pleafures only for the rich ; 

Nor have thofe men without their (hare too livM, 

Who both in life and death the world deceivM» 

• Hot* 1 Ep. xvii. 9« 

y 7, "i^^ 



This teii9«.ftr9pf^.ftn^9(:|(»,..t^ 
latedy Slid looka^w.tf itivore ip.tijldlipitifii )^^ m^ 
•f Inifioeft (for who. ellc^ can. dcmvft thcf^iP^ld ?) i 
wlKrait4 it if m. coi^wiiciiditioa .<^ tib^fe wiia.^Te. wid 
die fi> obicvrely) that the, worid taka^ qq notice of 
thenu Ti^s Horace eallfdeeeiviDg the worlds andia 
anotfae^'pIitfeQi^tlifeftoeplb^ V; 

« i^Sccrhiiaiterfii fiOlflmiriilDitaf^tm.'?* 
The iecret traas^f 'thfe^WeeEvitog life^ 

It is very elegant in Latin^ but our Englifli word will 
hardly beat^vp' tb tbaruttH! } and tUeitfura'ilRr. Blboin 
tranilates ilhrerjr'wtl!^ 

Or from a.ltfe, ledjL.aa it wore* bj^ ftcalth. 

Yet we fay in cur language, a thing deceives o6r iight« 
when it paiTes before us unperceived ; and we may fay 
well enough, out of the fame author t» 

Sometimes with fleep, fometimes with wine^ we ftrive 
The cares df life and troubles to deceive. 

But that is not to deceive the world, but to deceive 
ourfelvesy as QuiBtiiian fays J, ** vitam fallere," 
tadraw on ftili) andamufe, and deceive, our Jife, till 
it be advanced infenfibly to the-fiatal period, and 
fall into that pit which nature hath prepared for it. 
The meaning of all this is no more than that moft 
vulgar' fayingj ** Bene qui latuit, bene vixit,'* He has 

• Hon 2 Ep. xviii. 103. f a- Sat. vii. ii^. 

$' Dechm. da Apib, 

10 liyed 
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lived wdl, who has lain >vell. hidden} \vhlch, if it>e 
a truth, the world (I will fwear) is fiiSicieatly deceiv- 
ed : for my part, I think it is, and that thejpleafanteft 
condition of life is vt fWc^g^wVo. _ What, a brave pri* 
vflege is it, to be free from all contentions, from all 
envying or being envied, from receiving ^nd from 
paying all kind of ceremonies ». It is, , in my miod, 
a very delightful paftime, for two good and agreeable 
friends to travel up and down together, in places* 
where they are by nobody known, nor know any 
body. It was the cafe of ^neas and his Achates, 
-when they walked invifibly about the fields and ilreets 
«f Carthage. Venus herfelf 

A vail b£ thickenM air aro\md th^m caft, 

That none might know, or iee them, as they pafs'd'*. 

The common ftory of Demofthenes* confeflion, that he 
b»d taken great pleafure in hearing 6f a tanker- woman 

■fay, as he.p3ilbd> •* This is that Demofthenes," is 
wonderfully ridicuicus from fo iblid^an orator. I my- 
felf have often jnet with that temptation to vanity (if 
it weretany) ; but am fa far from -finding, it any plea- 

. fure, that it only makes me run fifter from the place, 
till I get, as it were, out of fight-fhot. Democritus 
relates, and in fuch a<mam»er as if he gloried in the 

.good-fortune and comnKKiity of it, that, vhen he came 
to AubeaSy nobody 'there <iM fo much as take notice 
of :ilimi tand Epioumis 'lived there very welU that 4$, 

• Virg, ^n. i, 41 5. 
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lay hid many years in his gardens, fo famous (inc« 
that time, with his friend Meti'odoms : after whofe 
death, making in one of his letters a kind commemo« 
jcation of the happinefs which they two had enjoyed 
together, he adds at laft» that he thought it no difpa- 
ragement to thofe great felicities of their life, that, in 
the midft of the moft talked-of and talking country in 
the world, they had lived fo long, not only without 
fame, but almoft without being heard of. And yet, 
within a very few years afterward, there were no two 
names of men more known, or more generally cele- 
brated. If we engage into a large acquaintance and 
various familiarities, we (et open our gates to the in- 
vaders of moft of ^nr time : we cxpofe cur life to a 
quotidian ague of frigid impertinences, which would 
make a wife man tremble to think of. Now, as for 
being knovim much by fight, and pointed at, I cannot 
comprehend the honour that lies in that : whatibevej- it 
be, every mountebank has it more than the belt coctc/, 
and the hangman more than the lord chief ---itice of a 
city. Ever}* creature has it, both of natuic ari art, 
if it be any ways extraordinary. It was as ctren laid, 
** This is that Bucephalus,'* or, " This is that Inciia- 
tus,'* when they were led prancing throLigh the itreets, 
as, ** This is that Alexander," or, *' This is :h ?- I>o- 
mitian j*' and truly, for the latter, I take Ix.cltanis 
to have been a much more honourable be ait than his 
mafter, and more deferring the confuKbip, than he the 
empire. 

I ICTf 
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I love and commend a true good-fame, becaufe it is 
the fliadow of virtue : not that it doth any good to the 
body which it accompanies, but it is an efficacious 
(hadow, and, like that of St Peter, cures the difeafes of 
others. The beft kind of glory, no doubt, is that 
which is reflected from honefty, fuch as was the glory 
of Cato and Ariftides ; but it was harmful to them 
both, and is feldom beneficial to any man, whild he 
lives i what it is to him after his death, I cannot fay, 
becaufe T love not philofophy merely notional and cour 
je^tural, and no man who has made the experiment 
has been fo kind as to come back to inform us. Up- 
on the whole matter, I account a peribn who has a 
moderate mind and fortune, and lives in the converfa.- 
ti^n of two or three agreeable friends, with little com- 
merce in the world befides, who is efteemed well 
enough by his few neighbours that know him, and is 
truly irreproachable by any body; and fo, after a 
healthful quiet life, before the j^eat inconveniencies of 
old-age, goes more filently out of it than he came in 
(for I would not have him fo much as cry in the exit) : 
this innocent deceiver of the world, as Horace calls 
him, this ** muta perfona,^* I take to have beeA moop 
happy in his part, than.the greateft aclors that fill the 
ftage with fliow and noife, nay, even than Auguihw 
hixnfelf, who afked, with his laft breathy ^whether he 
had not played his farce very well. 
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SENXCAy ex Thycfte, Aa, II. Chor^ 
•« Stet, quieamque' volet patens/* &c. 

Upon the flippery tops of human ftatc. 

The gilded pinnacles of fate. 
Let others proudly ftand, and, for a while 

The giddy danger to beguile. 
With joy, and with difdain, 16oIc down on all. 

Till their heads turn, and down they fall. 
Me, O ye gods, on earth, or elfe fo near 

That I no fall to earth may fear, 
Aiidy O ye gods, at a good diftance feat 

From tlie long niins of the great. 
Here, wrapt in th* arms of quiet let me lie ; 

Quiet, companion of obfcurity ! 
Here let my life with as much filence Aide, 

As time, that meafures it, does glide. 
Nor let the breath of infamy or fame. 
From town to town echo about my name« 
Nor let ray homely death embroidered be 

With fcutcheon or with elegy. 

An old plebeian let me die, 
Alas ! all then are fuch as well as I. 

To him, alas, to him, I fear. 
The face of death will terrible appear ; 
Who, in his life flattering his fenfelefs pridej 
By being known to all the world befide. 
Does not himfelf, when he is dying, know. 
Nor what he is, noc whither he'g to go. 
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IV, 

OF A G R I C U L T'U'RiE. 

THE firfl wiih of 'Virgil (as yoB 'wilP find anon %7 
his verfcs) was to be a good phflofophcr 5 thcfe- 
-cond, a good hu(bandman : and God (whom hefeemted 
•to underftand better thanmoft of the nioft learnt -hea- 
thens) dealt -with him, Jtlft as hcdid with Solomon j%e- 
•catife he prayfkl'for wifdom in theiit^ flacc/ he adddd 
all 'things elie, wbith wei-e fabor^uiately. to^td^firad. 
•Heimadehim one of the b^ftphiloibpkcrsf and befihaf- 
;bandmen ;^and, to -adorn-aBd coRmvEmioateiboththofe 
faculties, the beft poet : he made him, befides all'Chia* 
9 rich "man, and-a^^nan-wbadefired to be>iio richer^- 

** O fortunatus niminm, & bona- qui fua noyit !'* 

To be a hn'ibandman, is but a retreat ftxna the city; to 
%e a philofopher, from the world $ or rather, a retreat 
from the worlds as it is man^s, fflto'the world, as it is 
<90d*s. 
, *But, ^nce nature deniei to moft men the capacity or 
appetite, and fortune allows but to a very few the op- 
^rtunities or pblTibility, of applying tbefAfelves wholly 
to philofopby, the beft mixture of human affairs that 
-we can make, are the employments of a country life. 
It li;, at Cdumella* calls it, ** Ret fine dubitatione 

fLlb.I. ci. 
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The Innocence of this life is the next thing for 
which I commend it ; and if bufljandmcn prefervc 
not that, they are much to blame, for no men arc fo 
free from the temptations of iniquity. They live by 
whst they can get by induftry from the earth"} and 
others, by what they can catch by craf: from men. 
Thty live upon an cftate given them by their mother j 
»nd others, upon an eftatc cheated from thtir breth«n. 
The)' live, like (heep and kine, by the allowances of 
nature ; and others, like wolves and foxes, by the ac- 
quintions of rapine. And, I hope, I may affirm (with- 
out any offence to the great) that fhcep and kine arc 
very ufeful, and that wolves and foxes are pernicious 
creatures. They are, without difpute, of all men the 
moft quiet, and leaft apt to be inflamed to the difturb- 
ance of the commonwealth : their manner of life in- 
clines them, and intercft binds them, to love peace : 
in our late mad and miferable civil wars, all other 
trades, even to the mcaneft, fet forth whole troops, and 
raifed up fome great commanders, who became famous 
and mighty for the milchiefs they had done : but I do 
not remember the name of any one hu(bandman, who 
had fo confiderablc a (hare in the twenty years ruin of 
his countrey, as to deferve the curfes of his coun- 
trymen. 

And if great delights be joined with fo much inno- 
cence, I think it is ill done of men, not to take them 
here, where they are fo tame, and ready at hand, rather 
than hunt for them in courts and cities, where they arc 
ib wiidi and the chace fg troublefgnie and dangerous. 

Wc 
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We are here among the vaft and noble fcenes of na* 
tiiire ; we are there among the pitjful ihifts of policy.: 
we walk here in the light and open way« of the divine- 
bounty ; we grope there in the daak and confufed laby- 
rinths of human malice t our fenfes are here feailed^ 
with the clear and genuine taile of their obje^ls ; which 
are all fophillicated there, and for the moil part over-, 
whelmed with their contraries. Here pleafure looks^. 
methinkSylike a beautiful, conftant, and modeft wife; 
it is there an impudent, fickle, and painted. harlot. Here- 
is harmlefs and cheap plenty i there guilty andexpence- 
ful luxury. 

I ihali only in/lance in one delight more, the moCt 
natural and beft-n^tured of all others, a perpetual com- 
panion of the husbandman i and that is, the fatisfa^lioo 
of looking round about him, and feeing nothing but 
the eife^s and. improvements of his own art and dili- 
gence ; to be always gathering of fome fruits of it* 
and at the fame time to behold others* ripening, and 
others budding : to fee all his fields and gardens coi* 
vered with the beauteous creatures of his own induiby j 
and to fee, like God, that all his works are good : 

** — Hinc atque hinc glomerantur Oreadcs ; ipfi 
** Agricolae taciturn pcrtcntant gaudia pcftus ♦;*• 
On his heart*flrings a fecret joy does firike. 

The Antiquity of hrs art is certainly not to becon** 
tefted by any- other. The three firil men in the world'y 

• Virg. ^n. i. 504,.&c. 

were 
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were a gardener, a ploughman, and a grazier ; and if 
any man objeft that the fecond of thefc was a mur- 
therer, I defire he would confider, that as foon at he 
was fo, he quitted our profeffion, and turned builder. 
It is for this reafon, I fuppofe, that Ecclefiafticus * for- 
bids us to hate hulbandry ; *' becaufe/* fays he, '' the 
""Moft High has created it.'* We are all bom to this 
art, and taught by nature to nourifli our bodies by the 
lame earth out of which they were made, and to which 
they muft return, and pay at laft for their futte- 
nance. 

Behold the original and primitive nobility of all thofe 
gxcat perfons, who are too proud now, not only to till 
the ground, but almoft to tread upon it. We may talk 
what we pleafe of lilies, and lions rampant, and fpread- 
eagles, in fields d^or or d*argcnt\ but, if heraldry 
wfcre guided by reafon, a plough in a field arable 
would be the mod noble and ancient arms. 

All thefe confiderations make me fall into the won- 
der and complaint of Columella, how it ftiould come 
to'pafs that all arts or fciences (for the difpute, which 
is an art, and which a fcicnce, does not belong to the 
curiofity of ushulbandmen) mctaphyfick, piiyfick,mo- 
rality» mathematicks, logick, rhetorick, &c. which are 
all, I grant, good and ufeful faculties (except only 
mctaphyfick, which I do not know whether it be any 
thing or no) but even vaulting, fencing, dancing, 
attjring, cookery, carving, and fuch-iike vanities, 
fliculd all have public fchools and mailers \ and yet 

• Chap, vii, 15. 

% that 
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that we (hould never fee or hear of any man» who took . 
upon him the profeflion of teaching this fo. pleafant, £[i , 
virtuous, fo profitable^ fo honourable, fo neceffary 
art. 

A man would think, when he is in ferious humour, 
that it were but a vain, irradonal, and ridiculous thing 
for a great company of men and women to run up and - 
d^wn in a room together, in a hundred federal poftures 
apd figures, to no.purpofe, and with no defign ; and 
therefore dancing was invented firft, and only pra6lifed 
anciently, in the ceremonies of the heathen religion, 
which confided all in mommery and madnefs ; the lat- 
ter being the chief glory of the worfhip, and accounted 
divine infpiration : this, I fay, a fevere man would 
thinks though I dare not determine fo far againft fo 
cuftomary a part, now, of good-breeding. And yet, 
who is there among our gentry, that does not entertain 
a dancing-mafter for his children, as foon as they are 
able to walk ? But, did ever any father provide a tutor 
for his fon, to infti-UtSl him betimes in the nature and 
improvements of that land which he intended to leave 
him ? That is at leaft a fuperfiuity, and this a defe6^, 
in: our. manner of education i and therefore I could wiih 
(but cannot in thefe times much hope to fee it) that one 
college in each univerfity were ere£^ed, and appropri- 
ated to this ftudy, as well as there are to medicine and 
the civil law : there would be no need of making a bo- 
dy of fcholars and fellows, with certain endowments, 
as in other colleges ; it would fuffice, if, after the man- 
ner of halU in Oxford, there were only four profeflbrt 

< conftituted - 
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conftituted (for it would be too much work for only- 
one matter, or principal, as they call him 'there)- tor 
teach' theft fom- parts of it : Pirft, Aration, and alt 
things relating to it. Secondly, Pafturage. Thirdly, 
Gardens, Orchard^j Vineyards, and Woods. Fourth- 
ly, all parts of Rural Oeconomy ; which would contain- 
the goremment of Beesj Swine, Poultry, Decoys, 
Ponds, &c. and all that which Varro calls «* vil!atica»' 
pafttoncs," together with the fports of the field (which- 
ovght to be looked upon fltot only as pl^afures, but a«- 
parts of houfc-kceping), and the domettical confcrva- 
tion and ufes of ail that is brought in by induttry a- 
broad. Thebufiiiefs of thcfe profeflbrs fhould not be^ 
as is commonly praftifed in other arts, only to read 
pompous ami ' fnperfirial leftures, out of Virgil's 
Georgfcsj Plhiy, Varro, or Columella; but to inftruft 
tlfcir pupils in the whole method and courfe of this 
iludy, which might be run through perhaps with dili- 
gence in a year or two ; and the continual fucccfTion of 
fcholars, upon a modei-ate taxation for thcrr diet, lodg;- 
ing, and learning:, would be a fuilicient conftant reve- 
nue for maintenance of the houfc :.nd the prcftflbrB, 
who fhould be- men not chofen for the oftentation of 
crrtlcal literature, but for folid and cxperimtT.tal know- 
ledge of the things they teach j Aich men, fo induftri- 
ou? and public-fpirited, as I conceive Mr. Ilartlib * to 

• A gentleman, of whom it may be cnou;;h to fay, 
that he had the honour to live in the frien.llhip of Mcde 
and Milton. The former of thefe ^rc ir w m a;ltl:-cl]^.'d 
iV.me Utters to him, and tht latter, hi» »• iiiiaatc on 
i;ducttiion." 11, 

be. 
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be, If thie gentleman be yet alive : but it is needlefs to 
fpeak further of my thoughts of this defign, unlefs 
the prefent difpofition of the age allowed more proba- 
bility of bringing it into execution. What I have 
further to fay of the country life, fhall be borrowed 
from the poets, who were always the moft faithful and 
affeftionate friends to it. Poetry was born among 
the (liepherds. 

V 

** Nefcio qua natale folum dulcedinc Mulas 

*' Ducit & immemores non finit effe fui *." 
The Mufcs ftill love their own native place ; 
'T has fecret charms, which nothing can deface. 

The truth is, no other place is proper for their 
work J one might as well undertake to dance in a 
crowd> as to make good verfes in the midft of noifc 
and tumult. 

As well might corn, as verfe, in cities grow 5 
In vain the thanklefs glebe we plow and fow : 
Againft th' unnatural foil in vain we drive j 
'Tis not a ground, in which thefe plants will thrive. 

It will bear nothing but the nettles or thorns of 
iatire, which grow moft naturally in the worft earth ; 
and therefore almoft all poets, except thofe who were 
not able to eat bread without the bounty of great men, 
that is, without what they could get by flattering of 

♦ Ovid. I Ep. ex Pont. iii. 35. 
Vol. ir. X \V^m> 
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j*M ris hnuyerr laorrzcs of a. r=5r=£ litt c Vac ! 
*u^/auaemded ted ibdantea. nodisse ^ 
•rrsT'irfUig; p«SRS. E=£sd "wns ^= fc± ar -^ ^^tJ 
p>et Ml ric w«id that rrmairj tcc 
as teK tJBBk9 precsdcd him, bar I : 
were coaceniporarxs]^ ; azd be is t^ ir± »>Ii er t jo ot 
file art cf b^Jbaafirr ; ** he bas cssntribnssi ^3ti 
Oiluttsc'la) aoc a litiie ta oar ptCTsE ai :* I rrppcic, 
he OKacf aoC a UttSe bocoor, fcr tbe mar-rr sf ois ia- 
ftrvdionf if not Toy impoctsaEt ; bis grsir srcictrftr 
if y-SrM Tbrottr: the eravityas^i Is-ptcrty it Ji i 3L>. 
Tc* rr.'.ft acjte of ill ^ils iij'inr^ ccnrsrr: ::ir r:r:xrii 
v*-/v rr. --,;., i.r.'i :-, cc-chec ir: th:: rrrtr^ri ;r."-jr::y 
cf 2..-. ora-:!*. H/*:? vz.r-- -s-r--':-. The hilr :? rr^r:? tzia 
th^ .-/r.olc. Thi ccci::^^ cf ths fpccrh is i^:> ; h^s 
},c jx'rutr PcrCfM% ba<J, by comipdng f— e rrrit —e-^., 
(5*^t/i;i,' ^^f'^tiyy;, great brib^-eattrs fcc ci/s th.^-J, 
yrjfXKn from liim the halt cf his eltsts. I: :> r.o matter 
(Ciyi he) ; they hare not done mc To niuz:i pnij^dice 
at they imagine : 

U'r.rr-.'Af itV frir^T, x. r. >- 
Unhappy they, to whom God has ret revcal'd 
B/ a (lron][; "j!^'"*^ which mud their i'enie controle 
That half a great eftate 's more than the whclt : 
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Unhappy, from whom ftill cpnccapd dpes lie 
Of roots and herbs the whojefoi^e liixurf^ 

This I conceive to have been honeft He(iod*s mean- 
ing. From Homer we muft not expe6l much con- 
cerning pur affairs. He was blind, and could neither 
work in the country, nor enjoy the pleafures of it ; 
his helplefs poverty was likelieft to be Aiftained in the 
richeft places ; he was to delight the Grecians with 
fine tales of the wars, and adventures of thpir an- 
ceftors 5 his fubjeft removed him from all commerce 
with us, and yet, methinks, he made a fhift to ihew 
his good-will a little. For, though he could do us 
no honour in the perfon of his hero UlyflTes (much lefs 
of Achilles), becaufe his whole time was confumed in 
wars and voyages ; yet he makes his father Laertes a 
gardener all that while, and feeking his confolation for 
the abfence of his fon in the pleafure of planting and even 
dunging his own grounds. Ye fee he did not contemn 
us peafants ; nay, fo far was he from that infolence, 
that he always ftyles Eumaeus, who kept the hogs, 
with wonderful refp,e6l, jrw v^^toy, the divine fwine- 
herd : he could have done no more for Meiielaus or 
Agamemnon. And Theocritys (a very ancient poet> 
but he wasr one of our own tribe, for he wrote nothing 
but paftoral?) gave .th^ .f9,me epithet to an hu(band»- 
Kian",^ • ■ 

♦ Idyll. XXV, ver.,si« 
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The divine bulbandmaii replied to Hercales, who was 
but >:;;, himielf. Thefe were civil Greeks, and who 
-underftood the di^!;ity of our calling ! Among the 
Remans we have, in the firft place, our truly-divine 
Virgil, who, though by the favour of Maecenas and 
Auguihis he might have been one of the chief men of 
Rome, yet chofe rather to employ miKh of his time in 
the exercife, and much of his immortal wit in the 
praife and inftru6lions, of a ruftic life ; who, though 
be had written before whole books of paflorals and 
georgics, could not abftain in his great and imperial 
poem from defcribingEvander, one of his beft princes, 
as living juft after the homely manner of an ordinary 
countr)'man. He feats him in a throne of maple, and 
lays him but upon a bear's -fkin ; the kine and oxen 
ale lowing in his court-yard ; the birds under the eves 
of his window call him up in the morning j and v.I.vii 
he goes abroad, only two dogs go along with him lor 
his guard : at laft, when he brings JEncas into his 
royal cottage, he makes him fay this memorable com- 
pliment, greater than ever yet was fpoken at the El- 
curial, the Louvre, or our Whitehall : 

'< Hsec (inquit) llmina vlEior 

** Alcides fubiit, haec ilium regla cepit : 

** Aude, hofpcs, contemnere opes : & te quoquc dl^- 

" num 
<* Finge Deo rcbuf4ue veni non afper egenis *.'" 

• V'lrg, JfExv»N\\\, -^^^^ 
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This humble roof, this ruftic court (faid he) 
"ReceivM Alcides, crown'd with viftory : 
Scorn not, great gueft, the fteps whpre he has trod ; 
But contemn wealth, and imitate a God. 

The next man, whom we are much obliged to, 
both for his doflrine and example, is the next beft 
poet in the world to Virgil, his dear friend Horace j 
who, when Auguftus had defired Maecenas to perfuade 
him to come and live domeftlcally and at the fam« 
table with him, and to be fecretary of ftate of the 
whole world under him, or rather jointly with 
him, for he fays, " ut nos in epiftoHs fcribendis ad- 
" juvet," could not be tempted to forfake his Sabin, 
or Tiburtin manor, for fo rich and fo glorious a 
trouble. There was never, I think, fuch an example 
as this in the world, that he fhould have fo much mo- 
deration and courage as to refufe an offer of fuck 
greatnefs, and the emperor fo much generofity and 
good-nature as not to be at all offended with his rc- 
fufal, but to retain Hill the fame kindnefs, and ex- 
prcfs it often to him in mod friendly and familiar 
letters, part of which are ft ill extant. If I Ihould pro- 
duce all the paflages of this excellent author upon the 
feveral fubje£ls which I treat of in this book, I mud 
be obliged to tranflate half his works; of which I 
may fay more truly than in my opinion he did of 
Homer j 

X } Qui, 
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Qui, cjuid fit pulchium, quid turpe, quid utile, quid 

non, 
Planius & melius Ghiyfippo & Crantore dicit •• 

I fhall content myfclf upon this particular theme 
with three only, one out of his Odes, the other out of 
his Satires, the third out of his Epiftles ; and (hall 
forbear to colled the fuffrages of all other poets, 
v/hich may be found fcattered up and down through 
all their waitings, and efpecially in Martiars. But I 
niuft not omit to make fome excufe for the bold un- 
dertaking of my own unfkilful pencil upon the beau- 
ties of a face that has been drawn before by fo many 
great matters ; efpecially, that I (hould dare to do it 
in Latin verfes (though of another kind), and have 
the confidence to tranflate them. I can only fay that 
1 love the matter, and that ought to cover many 
faults ; and that I run not to contend with thofe be- 
fore me, but follow to applaud them. 



A Tranflation out of Virgil. 

Gcorg. Lib. IL 458. 

OH happy (if his happinefs he knows) 
The country fwain, on whom kind Heaven beftows 
At home all riches, that wife nature needs ; 
Whcm the juft earth with eafy plenty feeds. 

• I Ep. ii. J. 

'Ti$ 
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*Tis tnie, no morning tide of clients comes, 
And fills the painted channels of his rooms. 
Adoring the rich figures, as they pafs, 
In tapeftry wrought, or cut in living bi'ais | 
Nor is his wool fuperfluoufly dy'd 
With the dear poifon of Affyrian pride : 
Nor do Arabian perfumes vainly fpoil 
The native ufe and fweetnefs of his oil, 
Inftead of thefe, his calm and harmlefs life. 
Free from th* alarms of fear, and ftorms of<ftrife. 
Does with fubftantial bleflTednefs abound. 
And the foft wings of peace cover him round : 
Through artlefs grots the murmuring waters glide 5 
Thick trees both againft heat and cold provide. 
From whence the birds falute him ; and his ground 
With lowing herds and bleating (heep does found 5 
And all the rivers, and the forefts nigh. 
Both food and game, and exercife, fupply. 
Here a well -hardened, aftive youth we fee. 
Taught the great art of chearful poverty. 
Here, in this place alone, there ftill do fhine 
Some ftreaks of love, both human and divine | 
From hence Aftrsea took her flight, and here 
Still her lait footfteps upon earth appear. 
'Tis true, the firft defire, which does control 
All the inferior wheels that move my foul. 
Is, that the Mufe me her high-prieft would make, 
Into her holicft fcenes of myftery take, 
And open there, to my mind^s purged eye, 
Thofe wonders^ which to fcnfe the gods deny « 

X4 Havf 
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. - ■■ •- ■" . :.■■. .: : j.".i--i cf !h7.^v:3 is t'o i:r.-:, 

V :::;.-.-;: ::.i :":"..: -a.:::, wji: lixj.:^ dileaie 

r ■ ..::.■..: 1j '..:- r.. ~ :-:::ry5 ir;.^::: czi; ; 
• ■ .-._...._ , „ i . ..u . .. ^ ; .._ _ „^ 

A: i .::7i :.'.- li-;;" --TAri::: •:::':« ni^-.r. 

In :.: r: ::: ^i:;. 1;: -ijis i-d rivers bi 

i:: .::i : j-j^ \iit 1=: niy low icc:-- be IiiJ; 
C:.:r :/c, r;^«, v.irli Tsirpys thicitJii ihide. 
l:i.'p\ :'.:: r.-.i::, I pint, thrici h-ip;-y, he, 
\\'.- : 11" :.:r-u::i zr::5 £Jr-i:3 tJ:e:r ciu:":3 ice : 



.'I..;. ; . J..:, r.:::: :'-.:: :i cor..; J eiors, h-s ;:•;■■>" t.-.cy, 
V.'.-..::» :. .:::.■:".; 11: j lies r.Jt ir. fcriune's v.mv. 

B el: c 1 .'. t .-. : r o .1 s ?.::[ .ct pt r- s c t : h e c:rc .it j 
Tiie «;-.::trrcl> ct r'.-.c :nig:'.ty withoLt Kar, 
Ar.d t::c di-fcen: o;* fort:iy:n trojps.. :;i;:v he.-.r; 
X Ji" c:-.!^ cv:i lo-;:r.c l.'.jir i:::3iy cuuric mii'^-ulJc, 
\V::h :.li r':.'.* l;..'.je or her neilihir.g priae, 
Tjieni r.:\Lv yet ili.i Itrir': or avp.rice draw 
Into tlvj noily m?.:r'.C'i5 ci' the law. 

The 
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The camps of gowned war ; nor do they live 
By rules or forms, that many madmen give. 
Duty for nature's bounty they repay. 
And her fole laws religioufly obey. 

Some with bold labour plow the faithlefs main, 
Some rougher ftorms in princes' courts fuftain : 
Some fwell up their (light fails with popular fame, 
Charm'd with the foolifli whiftlings of a name: 
Some their vain wealth to earth again commit ; 
With endlefs cares fomc brooding o'er it fit: 
Countrey and friends are by fome wretches fold. 
To lie on Tyrian beds, and drink in gold j 
No price too high for profit can be fliown 5 
Not brothers' blood, nor hazards of their owns 
Around the world in fearch of it they roam. 
It makes ev'n their antipodes their home ; 
Meanwhile, the prudent hu(bandman is found. 
In mutual duties driving with his ground. 
And half the year he care of that does take. 
That half the year grateful returns does make. 
Each fertile month does fome new gifts prcfent, 
And with new work his induftry content. 
This the young lamb, that the foft fleece, doth yields 
This loads with hay, and that with com, the field 5 
All forts of fruit crown the rich autumn's pride s 
And on a fwelling hill's warm llony fide. 
The powerful princely purple of the vine. 
Twice dy'dwith the redoubled fun, docs fhine,* 
Un th' evening to a fair enfuing day, 
With jay he fees bis flocks and kids to play : ' 
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And lozded kine zboat ois cottage ilaiHi^ 
Inviting with icnowa ibiiiui tiie milksr** hmd & 
And when ilimi wfaaieibnis laixuir he dotk *-*Tt* 

With wiihes to be tiiere, and wiih'd-lbr homi>^ 

He meets at ioor che umidb humnn biifies. 

His chade wire's welcome, and dear childsBa^s ki^*^ 

When any niral hoiidiLys invite 

fiia genios forth Co innucenc delight^ 

On earth's hir bed, beneath ictne iacreii fiiade^ 

Amidd his eqrul friends caseledlj laid» 

He £ngs thee, Bacciius, parnm. of the Tiaes 

The beschen bowl f onms with a. ftood a£ vine^ 

Not to the lots of reaian, or of tbeagth : 

To a^Ts gaoes and qluiIt tport, at length. 

Their mirth afcends, 2nd with SlTd veins tber ice 

Who can the bc± at bertsr thals be. 

From rjc'n the c'.L Hirruri-in virtue rofe ; 

Such W23 the lire :he pr-i^z: iicins choie : 

Such, Re:T*u3, mi :he szkI, his broiher, led j 

From fuch hrir- footing Rcrr.'i z^iw the world's head. 

Such was the l.fe that, ev'n till ncv, dees laiic 

The honour of poor Saturn's gclJ^a days : 

Before men, born of eirth, and buried there. 

Let-in the fea theii- mortal fate to ;hare : 

Before new ways of p^rifhing were fought 5 

Before unfkilful death on anvils wrought j 

Before thofe beafts, which human life ludain> 

By men, uulefs to the gods ufe, were fiain. 



HOR. 
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HoR. Epod. Ode IL 

HAPl^Y the man, whom bounteous gods allow 
With his own hands paternal grounds to plough 1 
Like the firft golden mortals happy, he. 
From bufmefs and the cares of money free ! 
No human ftorms break off at land his ileep ; 
No loud alarms of nature, on the deep t 
From all the cheats of law he lives fecure. 
Nor does th* affronts of palaces endure. 
Sometimes, the beauteous, marriageable vine 
He to the lufty bridegroom elm does join j 
Sometimes he lops the barren trees around. 
And grafts new life into the fruitful wound 5 
Sometimes he (hears his flock, and fometimes he 
Stores up the golden treafures of the bee. 
He fees his lowing herds walk o'er the plain, 
Whilft neighbouring hills lowe back to them again j 
And, when the feafon, rich as well as gay. 
All her autumnal bounty does difplay, 
How is he pleas'd th* increafing ufe to fee 
Of his well-truiled labours bend the tree 1 
Of which large ihares, on the glad facred days. 
He gives to friends, and to the gods repays. 
With how much joy does he, beneath fome fliade 
By ag^d trees* reverend embraces made, 
His carelefs head on the frefli green recline, 
His head uncharged with fear or with defign. 
By him a river conftantly complains. 
The birds above rejoice with various ftrains^ 
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And in the Iblemn fcene their orgies keep. 
Like dreams, mix'd with the gravity of flecp ; 
Sleep, which does always there for entrance wait. 
And nought within againd it (huts the gate. 

Nor does the rongheli feaibn of the (kv, 
Cr lullen Jove, all fports to him deny. 
He runs the mazes of the nimble hare. 
His weii-monthM dogs' glad concert rends the air 5 
Or with game bolder, and rewarded more. 
He drives into a toil the foaming boar; 
Here files the hawk t' afiault, and there the net 
To intercept, tlie travailing fowl, is fet ; 
And all his raalice^ all his craft, is fliown 
In innocent wars on bealU and birds alone. 
This is the life from all misfortunes free. 
From thee, the great one, tyrant Love, from thee 5 
And, It' :>. chafte and clean, though homely, wife 
Be addcvl to the blcihi-i^s of this life, — 
Such as the ancient run-biimt Sabins were. 
Such as Apulia, frugal ftill, does bear, — 
Who makes htf children and the houle her care, 
And joyfully the work, of life does (hare, 
Nor thinks hcrfelf too noble or too fine 
To pin the (heepfoM or to milch the kine. 
Who waits at door againft her huiband come 
From rural duties, late and wearied, home. 
Where flie receives him with a kind embrace, 
A chearful fire, and a more chearful face j 
And fills the bowl up to her homely lord. 
And with domcilic plenty loads the board j 

9 Nof 
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Not all the luftful fhell-fifti of the fca, 
Drel's'd by the wanton hand of luxury. 
Nor ortolans, nor godwits, nor the reft 
Of coftiy names that glorify a feaft. 
Are at the princely tables better chear,] 
Than lamb and kid, lettuce and olives, here. 



THE COUNTRY MOUSE. 

A Paraphrafe upon Horace, Book IT. Sat. vi. 

AT the large foot of a fair hollow tree, 
Clofe to ploughed ground, feated commodioudy. 
His ancient and hereditaiy houfe, . 
There dwelt a good fubftantial country moufe 3 
Fnigal, and grave, and careful of the main. 
Yet one who once did nobly entertain 
A city moufe, well -coated, fleek, and gay, 
A moufe of high degree, which loft his way. 
Wantonly walking forth to take the air. 
And arriv'd early, and belighted, there, 
For a day's lodging : the good hearty hoft 
(The antient plenty of his hall to boaft) 
Did all the ftores produce, that might excite. 
With various taftes, the courtier's appetite. 
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Fftcbes aad bcasf , pcaioa and oats ^od mhat. 

And a large chdaot, tbe ddiciafiis meat 

Whkk Jove himleif, wexe Ik a Qoaie, would eat. 

And, for a tamtgtm/i, diere was mixt with thtSs 

The fwerd of bacoo, and thecoat of chseies 

The prccioas reliques which, at hanreft, he 

Had gathered from the rcaper^s Inxory. 

Fredj (iaid he) fall on, and nercr ijparc. 

The bounteous gods will for to-morrow care. 

And thas at eafe, on beds of ftraw, they laj. 

And to their genius racrific''d the daj : 

Yet the nice gneft^t Epicurean mimdy 

(Though breeding made him civil (eem and kind) 

DeTpis'd this country feaft^ and ftill his thought 

Upon the cakes and pies of London wrought. 

Your bounty and civility (faid he). 

Which Tm fiirpriz'd in thefe rude parts to fee. 

Shews that the gods have g:ven you a mind 

Too noble for the fate which here you find. 

Why fhould a foul, fo virtuous and fo great, 

Lofe itfclf thus in an obfcure retreat ? 

Let favage beafts lodge in a country den ; 

You fliould fee towns, and manners know, and men j 

And ta(lc the generous luxury of the court, 

Wher tall the mice of quality refort j 

Where thoufand beauteous (hes about you move. 

And, by high fare, arc pliant made to Igvc. 

We all, ere long, muft render up our breath ; 

No cave or hole can Shelter us from death* 

Since 
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Smce life is fo uncertain, and fo fliort. 
Let 's fpend it all in feading and in fport. 
Come, worthy fir, conac with rac and partake 
All the great things thai mortals happy n^ake. 
Alas! what virtue hath fufficieftt arms 
* T' oppofe bright honowr, and foft pteaiiiiw's diarms ; 
What wiidom can their magic force repel f 
It draws this reverend hermit from bis cell. 
It was the time, when witty poets teU, 
<< That Phoebus into Thetis' bofom fell : 
«< She bluihM at firft, and then put out the light, 
*^ And drew the modeft curtains of the nigUt.** 
Plainly the truth to tell, the fun was fet, 
When to the town our wearied travellers get i 
To a lord's houfc, as lordly as can be, 
Made for the ui'e of pride and luxury, 
They come j the gentle courtier at the door 
Stops, and will hardly enter in before 5 
But 'tis, fir, your command, and being Co, 
I'm fworn t' obedience ; and fo in they go. 
Behind a hanging, in a fpacious room 
(The richcft work of Mortclake's noble loom) 
They wait a while, their wearied limbs to reft. 
Till filence fhould invite them to their feaft, 
«« About the hour that Cynthia's filver light 
•* Had touch'd the pale meridies of the night j" 
At laft, the various fupper being done. 
It happen'd that the company was gone 
Into a room remote, fervants and all. 
To pleafe their noble fancies with a ball. 
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Our hod leads forth his ftranger, and does find- 
All fitted to the bounties of his mind. 
Still on the tabic half-fill'd difhes ftood. 
And with delicious bits the floor was ftrcw'd. 
The courteous moufe prefents him with the beft,. 
And both with fat varieties arc bleft. ^ 
Th' induftrious peafant every where does range. 
And thanks the gods for his life's happy change. 
Lo ! in the midft of a well-freighted pyc. 
They both at laft glutted and wanton lie j 
When, fee the fad reverfe of profperous fate. 
And what fierce ftorms on mortal glories wait ! 
With hideous noife down the rude fervants come,. 
Six dogs before run barking into th' room ; 
The wretched gluttons fly with wild affright, 
And hate the fullnefs, which retards their flight. 
Our trembling peafant wifiies now, in vain. 
That rocks and mountains covered him again 5 
Oh, how the change of his poor life he curft ! 
This, of all lives (faid he) is fure the worft : 
Give me again, ye gods, my cave and wood ! 
With peace, let tax*es and acorns be my food ! 



A Par 
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A P^aphrafe upon the loth Epiftle of the Firft Book 
'Of Horace. 

Horace to Fuscvs Aristius. 

HEALTH, from ihe lover of the countxy, me. 
Health, to the lover of the city, thee 5 
A difference in our fouls, this only proves ; 
In all things elfe, we agree like married doves. 
But the warm neft and crowded dove-houfe thou 
Doft liige ; I loofely fly from bough to bough. 
And rivers xlrink, and all the ihining day 
Upon fair trees or mofly rocks I play i 
In fine, I live and reign, when I retire 
From all that you equal with heaven admire ; 
Like one at laft from the prieft's fervice fled. 
Loathing the honied cakes, I long for bread. 
Would la houfe for happinefs ereft, 
Nature alone fliould be the archite6l« 
She *d build it more convenient than great. 
And donbtlefs in the countiy choofe her feat i 
Is there a place doth better helps fupply 
Again ft the wounds of winter*s cruelty ? 
Is there an air, that gentlier does afluage 
The mad celeftial dog's, or lion's, rage ? 
Is it not there that deep (and only there) 
Nor noife without, nor cares within, does fear ? 
Does art through pipes a purer water bring. 
Than that^ which nature drains into a fpring i 

Vol. n. . Y C^^ 



lore *»'*»*•; ~^aor*eB»w»^ "^^ 

X^orc clear, ^ j, gi«*"* . 

To Wings, or w ^^ <1 lo 

^*' . ™ttSa» ^'"^ ^^ Sh did reign 
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But never after could the rider get 
From off his back, or from his mouth'the bit. 
So they, who poverty too much do fetr, 
T* avoid that weight, a greater burden bear 5 
That they might power above their equals have. 
To cruel mafters they themfelves enflave. 
For gold, their liberty exchanged we fee, 
That faired flower, which crowns humanity ♦. 
And all this mifchtef does upon them Hght, 
Only, becaafe they know not how, aright, 
That great, but fecret, happinefs to price. 
That ^6 laid up in a little, for the wife t 
That is the befl and eafieft eftate. 
Which to a roan (its clofe, but not too ilrait ^ 
*Tis like a (hoe ; it pinches and it burnt. 
Too narrow ^ and too large, it overturns. 
My deareft friend ! ftop thy defires at laft, 
And chearfully enjoy the wealth thou haft 1 
And, if me ftill ftdctng for more yoti iee, 
Chide and reproach^ defpile and laugh tt me. 
Money was made, not to command our will. 
But all our lawful plcafnres to fulfil : 
Sihame and woe to us, if we our wealth obey ( 
The horft doth with the horfeman run away. 

* The poet, as ufval, expreffes his own feeling : 
but he does more, he exprcfles it very clalCcally. The 
allufion !£ to the ancient cuftom of wearing wreaths 
or garlands of flowers, on any occafion of joy and 
feftivity. H% 
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THE COUNTRY LIFE, 

Lib. IV. Plantarum. 

£LEST be the man (and bleft he is) whom e'er 
(PlacM far out of the i*oads of hope or fear) 
A little fields and little garden, feeds i 
The field gives all that frugal nature needs | 
The wealthy garden liberally beftows 
All (he can aik, when (he luxurious grows« 
The fpecious inconveniences> that wait 
Upon a life of bufinefs, and of ftate. 
He fees (nor does the (ight difturb his reft) 
By fools defirMji by wicked men pofTeft. 
Thus, thus (and this defervM great Virgil's praife) 
The old Corycian yeoman pafs'd his days j 
Thus his wife life Abdolonymus fpent : 
Th' ambaffadors, which the great emperor fent 
To offer him a crown, with wonder found 
The reverend gardener hoeing of his ground j 
Unwillingly, and flow, and difcontent. 
From his lov'd cottage to a throne he went j 
And oft he (iopt, in his triumphant way. 
And oft look'd back, and oft was heard to fay. 
Not without fighs, Alas ! I there forfake 
A happier kingdom than I go to take ! 
Thus Aglaiis (a man unknown to men. 
But the gods knew, and therefore lov'd him then) 
Thus livM obfcurely then without a namej 
Aghiii, now confign'd t' eternal fame. 

For 
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For Gyges, the rich king, wicked and greats 
PrefumM, at . wife Apollo''s Delphic feat 
PrefumM, to a(k, Oh thou, the whole world's eye, 
See'ft thou a man that happier is than I ? . 
The god, who fcorn'd to flatter man, reply'd, 
Aglaiis happier is. But Gyges cry'd, 
In a proud rage, Who can that Aglaiis be ! 
We have-heard, as yet, of no fuch king^as h?. 
And true it was, through the whole earth around 
No king of fuch a name was to befgond- 
Is feme old hero of that name alive. 
Who his high race does fcom the gods derive ? 
Is" it fome nvighty general, that has done 
Wonders in fight, and god-like honours won ? 
I» it fome man of endlefs wealth ? faid he. 
I^one, none of thefe. Who can this Aglaiis be ? 
A-fter long fearch, and vain enquiries pail, 
In an obfcure Arcadian vale at laft 
(Th' Arcadian life jias always (hady been). 
Near Sopho's town (which he but once h^d'feen) 
This Aglaiis, who monarchs' envy drew, 
Whofe Kapplnefs the gods ftood witnefs to, 
TJhis mighty Aglaiis, was labouring fpund^ 
With his own hands, in his own little ground; 

So, gracious Gpd • (if it may lawful be. 
Among thofe foolifh gods to mention thee) 
S6 let me a6l, on fuch a private ftage. 
The lafl: dull fcenes of my declining age; 
After long toils and voyages in vain. 
This quiet port let my toftveffel giih 5, 

y 3. ^^ 
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Of heavenly reft, this earneft to me lend» 
Let my life deep, and learn to lore her cpid. 



V. 

THE GARDEN. 

To J. EvELTH, Efijuire. 

1 Never had any other defire £6 ftrong and fo like to 
covetoufnefsy as that one which I have had al- 
ways, that I might be mafter at laft of a fmall hou& 
and large garden, with very moderate conveniences 
joined to them, and there dedicate the remainder of 
my life only to the culture of them, and ftudy of na- 
ture j 

And there (with no defign beyond my wall) whole 

and intire to lie, 
In no una6live eafe, and no unglorious poverty. 

Or, as Virgil has faid, (horter and better for me, thjlt 
I might fhere 

'* Studiis florere ignobllis oti * :" 
(though I could wi(h that he had rather faid, *« Nobilis 
oti,*' when he fpoke of his own.) But feveral acci- 

* Virg. Georg. iv, 564., 

dents 
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dents of my iJI-fortune have difappointed me hithprto, 
and do fti]l> of that felicity \ for thpugh I h^ve made 
the firft and hardeft ftep to it, by abandoning all am- 
bitions and hopes in this world, and b^ retiring from 
the noife of all bufinefs and almoft company, ye( I 
ftick ftill in the inn of a hired houfe and garden, 
among wee^s and rubbifli \ and without that pleafant- 
eft work of human indu/lry, the improvement of feme- 
thing which we call (not very properly, but yet wc 
call) our own. I am gone out from Sodom, but I am 
not yet arrived at my little Zoar. ** O let me efcape 
thither (is it not a little one ?) and my foul ihall live/* 
I do not look back yetj but I have been forced to 
ftop, and make too many halts. You may wonder. 
Sir, (for this feems a little too extravagant and pinda- . 
rical for profe) what I mean by all this preface ; it is 
to let you know, that though I have mifled, like a 
chemift, my great end, yet I account my a/Fe6liuns 
and endeavours well rewarded by fomething that I 
have met with by the byej which \%y that they have 
procured to me fome part in your kindnefs and ei- 
teem j and thereby the honour of having my name lb 
advantageoufly recommended to pofterity, by the epif- 
tle you are pleafed to prefix to the moft ufeful book 
that has been written in that kind *, and which is to 
laft as long as months and years. 

•Mr. Evelyn's " Kalendarium hortcnfe 5'* dedicated 
to Mr. Cowley— The title explains the propriety of the 
compliment, that this book wa» to iaH as long as 
months and years, ^. 

Y 4. K«W^Ti^ 
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Among many other arts and excellencies, which yoa 
enjoy, I am glad to find this^ favourite of mine the 
moft predominant j that you choofe this for your wife, 
though you have hundreds of other arts for your con- 
cubines j though you know them, and beget fons up- 
on them all (to which you are rich enough to allow 
great legacies), yet the iffuc of this feems to be de- 
{igncd by you to the main of the eflate j you have ta- 
ken moil plcafure in it, and beftowed moft charges up- 
on its education ; and I doubt not to fee that book, 
which you are pleafed to promife to the world, and of 
which you have given us a large eameft in your ca- 
lendai', as accomplished, as any thing can be expe£ied 
from an extraordinary wit, and no ordinary expences, 
and a long experience. I know lu.body that poffeflles 
more private happinefs than yo .1 do in your garden j 
and yet no man, who makes his l..."/.inefs more public, 
by a fi*cc communication of the ait and knowledge of 
it to others. All that I myfelf am able yet to do, is 
only to recommend to mankind the fearch of ihat fe- 
licity, which you inftruft t;iem how to find and to 
enjoy. 

Happy art thou, whom God docs blefs 
With thj full choice of thine own happinefs j 

And happier yet, becaufe thou 'rt bleft 

With prudence, how to choolc the beft : 
In books and gardens thou halt placM aright 

(Things, which tiicu well doft underftand; 
And both doft make with tliy laborious hand) 

Thy noble> innocent delight ; 
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And in thy virtuous wife, where thou again doft meet 
Both pleafures more refin'd and fweet 5 
The faireft garden in her looks, 
And in her mind the wifeft books. 

Oh, who would change thefe foft, yet folid joys. 
For empty fliows and fenfelels noift 5 
And all which rank ambition breeds. 

Which feem fuch beauteous flowers, and are fuch poi- 
fonous weeds ? 

When God did man to his own likenefs make. 
As much as clay, though of the pureft kind. 

By the great potter's art refin'd. 

Could the divine impreilion take, 

He thought it fit to place him, where 

A kind of heaven too did appear. 
As far as earth could fuch a likenefs bear :- 

That man no happinefs might want, 
Which earth to her firft matter could afford. 

He did a garden for him plant 
By the quick hand of his omnipotent word. 
As the chief help and joy of human life, 
He gave him the firft gift ; firft, ev'n before a wife. 

For God, the univerfal architeft, 
'T had been as eafy to ereft 

A Louvre or Efcurial, or a tower 

That might with heaven communication hold. 

As Babel vainly thought to do of old : 
He wanted not the (kill or power j 
In the world's fabric thofe were fhownj 
, And the materials were all his own« 
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But well he knew» what place would .beft agree 

With innocence, and with felicity : 

And we elfewhere ftill feek for them in vain | 

If any part of either yet remain. 

If any part of either we txptSt, 

This may our judgment in the feareh dire£l j 

God the firft garden made, and the firft city Cain. 

O blefl*ed ihades I O gentle, cool retreat 

From all th* immoderate beat. 
In which the frantic world does bum and fweat 1 
This does the lion-ftar, ambition^s ragej 
This avarice, the dog-ftar*s thirft, afluage j 
Every where elfe their fatal power we fee. 
They make and rule man's wretched deftiny t 

They neither fet, nor difappear. 

But tyrannize o'er all the year 5 
Whilft we ne'er feel their flame or influence here. 

The birds that dance from bough to bough. 

And fing above in every tree. 

Are not from fears and cares more free 
Than we, who lie, or fit, or walk, below. 

And fhould by right be fingers too. 
What prince's choir of mufic can excell 

That, which within this fhade does dwell ? 

To which we nothing pay or give j 

They, like all other poets, live 
Without reward, or thanks, for their obliging pains j 

'Tis well if they become not prey : 
The whiftling winds add their lefs artful ftrains. 
And a grave bafs tlie murmuiing fountains play ; 

Nature 
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l^ature does all tbi» harmony beftow. 

But to our plants, art*8 inufic too, 
^TThe pipe, theorbo, and guittar, w« owe 5 
The if te itfelf, which once was green and mutt, 
When Orpheus ftrook th* infpired lote« 
The trees dancM round, and undcrftood 
By Sympathy the voice of wood. 

Thefe ar^ the fpells, that to kind fleep invite. 
And nothing does within refiftance make, 
.Which yet we moderately take 5 
Who would not choofe to be awak^, * 
'While he *s encompaft round with fuch delight. 
To th' ear, the nofe, the touch, the tafte, and fight f 
When Venus would her dear Afcanius keep • 
A prifoner in the downy bands of ileep. 
She odorous herbs and flowers beneath him ipread. 

As the mofl foft and fweetefl bed ; 
Not bcr own lap would more have charmM his head* 
Who, that has reafon, and his fmell, 
'Would not among rofes and jafmine dwell. 

Rather than all his fpirits choak 
With exhalatioBs of dirt and (moke. 

And ail th^ uDcleanncfs which does drown^ 
In peftileatial clouds, a populous tamt f 
The eftrth itfelf breathes belter perfvmes here. 
Than all the female men, of wpoieii, there, 
>'Kot without caufe, about them bear, 

^ Virg. ^n. i, 695. 
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Wbm Epicurus to dbe wcM had taagfat, 

Tlut pkafwe was the chiefeft good 
(Asul was, pcrbaps, T tli* right, if riglitlj usdcrfiood) 

His file he to his dofirioe faroagfat. 
And in a gaiden^s flude that forerdgn pleafnre fimglit; 
Whoever a tme epicure wonld be. 
May there find cheap and Tirtaous luxury.. 
ViUilios*s table, which did hold 
As many creatnies as the ark of old j 
That fifcal table, to which erery day 
All coontriet did a conibuit tribute pay,, " 

Could nodiing more delirious afford 

. Than nature^s liberality^ 
HelpM with a little art and induftry. 
Allows the meaneft. gacdener^s board.. 
The wanton tafte no fifh or fowl can choofe. 
For v/hich the grape or melon fhe would lofe j 
Though all th* inhabitants of fea and air 
Be lifted in the glutton's bill of fare. 
Yet ftill the fruits of earth we fee 
Plac'd the third ftory high in all her luxury. 

But with no fenfe the garden does comply. 
None courts, or flatters, as it docs the eye. 
When the great Hebrew king did almoft ftrain 
The wondrous treafures of his wealth and brain,. 
His royai.fouthcm gueft to entertain ; 

Though fhe on filver floors did tread. 
With bright Aflyrian carpets on them fpread> 

To 
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To hide the metal's poverty 5 
Though fhe look*d up to roofs of gold, , 
And nought around her could behold 
But filk. and rich embroidery. 
And Babylonifli ts^peftry, 
And wealthy Hiram's princely dye 5 
Though Ophir's ^an-y ftones met every where hereyc^ 
Though (he herfeif and her gay hoft were drcft 
With all the fining glories of the Eaft j 
When ilavilh art her coftly work had done. 

The honour and the prize of bravery 
Was l^y the garden from the palace won ) 
And every rofe and lily there did ftand 

Better attir'd by nature's hand •. 
The cafe thus judg'd againft the king wc fee. 
By one, that would not be fo rich, though wifer far 
than he. 

Nor does this happy place only difpenfe 
Such various pleafures to the fenfe.j 
Here health itfelf does live. 
That fait of life, which does to all a reliih give^ 
Its (landing pleafure, and intrinfic wealth. 
The body's virtue, and the foul's good- fortune, health* 
The tree of life, when it in Eden ftood, 
Did its immortal head to heaven, rear.} 
rt lafted a tall cedar, till the floods 
NJow a fmail thorny ihrub it does appear ) 
^or will it thrive too every where 2 

* Mattb, vi. 29« 
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It always here it fttUktik Cteh y 

*TU only liere ih t)ftt^gntA. 

If> through the ftfolig And beaoieoiti Itnct 

Of temperance atod inAOceneei 
And wholeibme latfours, and a qtiieC iaiii^. 

Any dUealei pkifage flttd> 
' they niiift not think httt to tlBA 
A land uAahned, of. without a guard j 
They inuft fight t^ it» and dif|naie It hartf^ 

Before th«y.cAn pttvail : 

Scarce any plant h growing here. 
Which againi:deathihtnt wea]xyft d<M* M bear.. 

Let cities boaity that tbey prorkll 

For life tht'on&ainciittt of prid^ i- . 
. But ^tis the conntry tad the Aeid» 

That fumifh it vrith ftaflTand Ihield... 

Where does the wifdom and the power divine. 
In a more bright and IWeet reflefUon Oiine ? 
Where do we finer fhnofces and coloorl fee 
Of the Creator's real poetry. 

Thin when we with attention kok 
Upon the third day*s volnme of the book f 
If we could open and inttnd our eye, . 

We all, like Mofts, fhould efpy 
£v*n in a buih the radiant Deity. 
But we defpife thefe his inferior ways 
(Though no lefs full of miracle and praife) : 

Upon the flowers of heaven we gaze $ 
The ftars of earth no wonder in us raife, 

3 Though 
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Though thefe perhaps do, more th^ theyi 
The life of itiankind fway. 
A^lthough no part of mighty nature be 
More ftor'd with beauty, power, and myftety j 
STet, to encourage human induftry, 
God has fo orderM, that no oth^r part 
Such fpace and fuch dominion leaves for art. 

We no-where Art do fo triumphant fee. 

As when it grafts or buds the tre^ -. 
[n other things we count it to excell. 
If it a docile fcholar can appear 
To Nature, and biit imitate her well } 
It over-rules, and is her mafter, here. ^ 
It imitated her Maker^s power divind. 
And changes her fometimes, and fotin^lim^^ do^ 1*^- 
It does, like grace, the fallen tree reftore [finfc i 

To its bleft date of Paradife before : 
Who would not joy to fee his cohqu6riil^ hand 
O'er all the vegetable Mrofld command ? 
/Vnd the wild giants of the wood receive 

What law he's pleas'd to give ? 
He bids th' ill-natur'd crab produce 
The gentler apple's winy juice j 

The golden fruit, that worthy is 

Of Galatea's purple kifs : 

He does the favage hawthorn teach 

To bear the medlar and the peart 

He bids the ruftic plum to rear 

A noble trunki and be a peach. 
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iv^n DaiphneJs coynefs he doe» mpickj : 
And weds the cherry to her ftock^ - 
Though (he refus'df Apollo's fuit i '.','.' " 
£v*n (he, that qhafte and vix^^'tnee, ' , ' 
Now Wonders at herfelf, to fee 

'Hiat ihe'« a mother made> and blulbeffinlieiq ttiuti ' 

' '■..■: i • . .. ^ f 

Methinksy«I fee great DiecUfiaa walk • • : . 
In the Salonian garden'-s noble ihade^. 
Which by his own smpcriai hands was made s 
I fee him fmile, methinks, as be does talk 
With the ambafladorsy who come in vain 

T* entice him to a throne again*. 
If ly my ^en^(fud he) ftould to .you fluyW 
All the deligmKirhich in diefe gardens grow* 
*Ti8 likelier much, that you Ihoufd with ine ftay» 
Than *tis, that you ihould carry me away : 
And truft me not, my friends, if, every day, 

I walk not here with more delight. 
Than ever, after the moft happy fight. 
In triumph to the capitol i rode. 
To thank the gods, and to be thought, myfelf, almoft 
a god. 
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VI. 

OF GREATNESS. 



*' ^INCE we cannot attain to greatnefs (fays the 

Sieur de Montagne) let ut have our revenge by 
railing at it :" this he fpoke but in jeft. I believe he 
defired it no more than I do, and had lefs reafon ; for 
he enjoyed fo plentiful and honourable a fortune in a 
inoft excellent country, as allowed him all the real 
conveniences of it, feparated and purged from the in- 
commodities. If I were but In his condition^ I (hould 
think it hard meafure, without being convinced of any 
crime, to be fequeftered from it, and made one of the 
principal officers of ftate. But the reader may think 
that what I now fay is of fmall authority, becaufe I 
never was, nor ever ihall be,^ put to the trial : I can 
therefore only make my proteftationy 

If ever I more riches did deHre 
Than clean 11 nefs and quiet do require ; : 
If e'er ambition did my fancy cheat. 
With any wifli, fo mean as to be great .5 
Continue, Heaven, ftillfrom mt to remove 
The humble bicflings of that life I love. 

1 know very many men will defpife, and fome p'ny 
me, for this humour, as a poor-fpirited fellow ; but I 
ajir content^ and, like Horace, thank God for being fo. 

fc. Vol. 11. % Bv 
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Di bene fecerunt, inopis me quodque pufilli 
Finxenint animi *. 

I confetsy I love littleneTs aknoft in all things. A 
little convenient eftatey a little chearful houfe, a little 
corapany, and a very little feail 3 and, if I were ever 
to fall in love again (vi4iich is a great paffion» and 
therefore, J hope, I have done with it) it would be, J 
think, with prettinefs, rather than with majeftical 
beauty. I would neither wiih that my miftrefs, nor 
jny fortune, (hould be a hona roba^ nor, as Homer 
ufes to defcribe his beauties, like a daughter of great 
Jupiter for the ftatelinefs and largenefs of her perlbn j 
but, as Lucretius fays, 

-Parvola, pumilio, x^ciron fxia^ tota merum fal f . 

Where there is one man of this, I believe there arc a 
tlioufand oi Senecio's raind, whofs ridiculous af&^- 
tion of grandeur Seneca the elder J defcribes to this 
cfTe^l : Senecio was a man of a turbid and confufed 
wit, who could not endure to fpeak any but mighty 
words and fentcnces, till this humour grew at laft into 
fo notorious a habit, or rather difeafe, as became the 
fport of the whole town : he would have no fervants, 
but huge, mafly fellows ; no plate or houfhold-lhiff, . 
but thrice as big as the fafhion : you may believe me, \ 
for I fpeak it without raillery, his extravagancy came 1 



• 1 Sat. iv. 17. f Lucr, iv. Ii55» 

X Suaforiarum Liber, Suaf. 11. 
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& into fudi a raadnsfs^ that he would not put on a 
qF ihoes, each of which was not big enough for 
. .his feet s he would eat nothing but what was 
t, nor t9uch any fruit but horfe-plums and pound* 
s : he kept a concubine, that was a very giantefs» 
made her walk too always in chiopins, till at laft, 
^ot |he fumame of Senecio Grandio, which Mef- 
raid> was not his ^ognomeji, but his cognomentum s 
n he declaimed for the three hundred Lacedaemo- 
is, who alone oppofed Xcrxes's army of above three 
dred thoufand, he Aretched out his arms, and ftood 
iptoes, that he might appear the taller, and cried 
in a very loud voice ; *' I rejoice, I rejoice/'-— 
wopdered, I remember, what new great fortune 
befallen his eminence. '' Xerxes (fays he) is all 
e own. He, who took away the fight of the fea> 
I the canvas veils -of fo mgjiy fliips" — and then he 
; /on fo, as ,1 know not what to make of the reft, 
ther it be the fault of the edition, or the orator^s 
I burly way of nojifcnfe. 

jijs. is Jthe character that Seneta gives of this hy- 
lojical fop, whom we iland amazed at, and yet 
e j^ji^e.vcry few men who are not in fome things, and 
jmc decrees, Grandios. Is any thing more con^ 
., than Xo fee p\ir ladies of quality wear fuch high 
8 .as ;d)ey Cfinnot walk in, without one to les^d 
1 } and a gown as long again as their body, fo that 
cannot ftir to the next room v/ithout a page or 
to bold it up ? I may fafely /ay, that ^11. the often - 
>D of our grandeet is, juft like a train, 9f no ofe in 
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• the wofidy but horribly cumberieme mnd incoimiiodioni. 
What it all thia, but a fpice of GrmtuS^f bow tedioitt 

• would this be, if we were alwayi bound to it ! I do he* 
- liere there it no king, who would not rather be 66- 
■ pofedy than endure every day of hie rei^ all the cen^ 

monies of his coronation. 

The mightieft princes are glad to fly often frofli 
thefe majeftic j^eafures (which -is^ methinks, nofintll 
difjparagement to them) as it were for refuge, to di 
moft contemptible diTertifbnents and meaneft reoti- 
• tions of the Tulgar^ nay» leren of children. One o(Ae 
moft powerful and tmunate princes * of the w<»14(tf 
late, could find out no ddlight fo fatisfaftory, as ffce 
keeping of little fingiflg birds, and hearing of theDi 
and whittling to them. What drd the emperore of tk 
whole world ? If ever any men had the free and ftU 
enjoyment of all human greatnefs (nay that would not 
fuffice, for they would be gods too), they certainly pof' 
fefied it : and yet one of them, w)io ftyled himfelf lord 
and god of the earth, could not tell how to pafs h« 
whole day pleafantly, without fpending conftantly tm 
or three hours in catching of flies, and killing tbev f 
with a bodkin, as if his godlhip had been Beelzebub t* 
One of his predecefTors, Nero (who never put ai^ i 
bounds, nor met with any flop to his appetite) cooU J 
' divert himfelf with no paftime more agreeable, thanO | 

* Louis XIII.— The Duke de Luynes, the Conftabk 
of France, is faid to have gained the fovour of tliit ! 
poiverful and fortunate prince by training up fingine* 
iinis for him. Anon. * 

-? t Beelzebub fignlf\t« tbft lot* i 9f files* Co wlet. • 

nm . 
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run about the Greets all night in a difguifey and abufe 
the women, and aiFront the men whom he met, and 
fometimes to beat ihem, and fometiraes to be beaten by 
them? this was one of his imperial no6lurnal pleafures. 
His chiefeft m the day was, to fmg and play upon a 
fiddle, in the habit of a minftrel, upon the public ftage : 
he was prouder of the garlands that were given to hi« 
divine voice (as they called it then) in thofe kind of 
prizes, than all his forefathers were, of their tiiumphs 
oyer nations : he did not at his death complain, that fo 
mighty an emperor, and the lall of all the Caefarian 
race of deities, fhould be brought to fo iharaeful and 
miferable an end j but only cried out, ** Alas, what 
pity it is, that fo excellent a mulician ihould perifh in 
this manner • !'' His uncle Claudius fpent half his 
time at playing at dice ; and that was the main fruit of 
his fovereignty, I omit the madnefles of Caligula's 
delights, and the execrable fordidnefs of thofe of Ti- 
berius. Would one think that Auguftus himfelf, the 
higheft and moft fortunate of mankind, a perfon en- 
dowed too with many excellent parts of nature, ihould 
be fo hard put to it fjmetimes for want of recreations, 
lis to be found playing at nuts and bounding-ftones, 
vrith little Syrian and Moorifh boys, whofe company he 
.took delight in, for their prating and thcir.wantonncfs ? 

Was it for this, that Rome's beft blood he fpilt. 
With fo much fahehood, fo much guilt ? 

• — « Qualii artifex pereo !** Sueton. Niro, 
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Wtt it for thii trikf Ul^ immiAi itWW 
To equtl Ctfftr, Hdty mnd aMr, JbVif f ' 
GTttatneft is bdrren, (bHi» of fdicl jdytf s ' 
Her mercliiiiiiHxe (t fi»f) Is all Ih'tofi^ 
. She dndd ndt elfr, lUfi, A unciVil U, 
To treat hit unhrer&l ijbajtfftfy 
^t new-citeated Deitf^,^ 
With niitty aiid bdulidioj^-(fette«ft ahdf tidjrt^ 
' But we muft excufe her for i&u meager enftHini- 
ditdt 3 (Me ha« not riJil^ ^n^ierewlttial to make (ftclfc 
ifafb as we imagiii^^ He( goefti nmlt Kb cohtnflS 
Ibibetimes with bUt ilehder cates» and witH ih« &m 
cold n^ts ferved oto and' over i^n» evim till dkjr 
bd»me naulibiis. ^^en ydii have ptnd away all d»^ 
Tariity, what folid and natural contentnient does there' 
remain, which may not be had with five hundred pounds 
a year ? Not fo many (ervants or horTes j but a few 
good oites, which will do all the bufinefs as well t not 
fo many choice difhes at every meal} but at feveral 
meals all of them, which makes them both the more 
healthy, and the more pleafant t not fo rich garmentti 
nor fo frequent changes ; but as warm and as comely^ 
and fo frequent change too, as is every jot as good for 
the mafter, though not for the taylor or valet de cham- 
bre : not fuch a ftately palace, nor gilt rooms, or the 
coftlieft forts of tapeftry ; but a convenient brick hoiife> 
with decent wainfcot, and pretty foreft-work hangings. 
Laftly (for I omit all other particulars, and will end 
with that which I love moft in both conditions) not 
ok woods cQt in walks, nor vaft parks, nor fountain 

•r 
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•r oafcade-gardens , but lyerb» and flower, and fruit 
gardens, which are more ufeful, and tlie water every 
whit as clear and wholefome, as if it darted from the 
brcafts of a marble nymph, or the urn of a river-god. 

If, for all this, you like better the fublUnce of that 
former eftate of life, do but confider the infeparable 
accidents of both : fervitude, difquiet, danger, and molt 
Goninaonly guilt, inherent in the one j in the other^ li- 
berty, tranquillity, fecurtty, and innocence.. And 
when you have thought upen this, you will confef* 
that to be. a truth which appeared to you, before, but a 
ndicuious- paradox, that a low fortune is better guard-^ 
ed and attended than an high one. If, indeed, we look 
only upoa the flourifhing head of the tree, it appears a 
moft. beautiful obje^l, 

" — fed quantum verticc ad auras 
*♦ Atftcrias, tantnm radice in Taitara tendit*.'^ 
As far as up towards heaven the branches grow. 
So lar the root fmics down to hell below. 

Another horrible difgrace to greatnefs is, that it is 
for. the moft part in pitiful want and diftrefs : what a 
wonderful thing it this ! Unlefs it degenerate into uva- 
rice, and fo ccale to be grcatnefs, it falls perpetually 
into ftich wsceiTities, as drive it into all the meaned and 
inoft ibrdid ways of borrowing, cozenage, and rob- 
htrfi 

Mancipiis locuples, eget aeiis Cappadocum rex Jv 

•- Virg. Gcorg. ii. 291. J Hor. i Ep, vi. 39- 
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This it the cafe of almoft ail gnat men/ at well at^ 
of die poor king of Cappadocia i iStxtj lab^iid with 
flavety bnt are indigent of money. The ancient Ro*' 
man emperort» who had the richet of the whole worid" 
for their TeveAue, had wherewithal to' live {onewoald 
have thought) pretty wdlat tUt, and to have Been ez-* 
empt from uie proflnret of extreme poverty*' joof yet* 
with m<^ of them it wat 'macH b^erwife i and tibey 
fell perpetually into fuch'miferable' penury, 'that they 
were forced'to devour or fqueeae moft of their friendl 
ted fervantSy to cheat widi iniamout prtijeftt, to ran • 
fack and pillage all their provbcet/ Thir&lhion dt 
itaperial grandeur is imitated by airinfSerior and fub- 
Ordinate fortt of it, at if' it were a point of ' honour* 
They muft be cheated of a third pairt df their dbtet,* 
two other thirds they mull expend in vanity ; fo that 
they, remain debtors for all the neceflary .. providons »of 
life, and have no way to fatisfy thofe debts, but out of 
the fuccours and fuppiics of rapine : V as riches in- 
** creafe" (fays Solomon)** fo do the mouths that devour 
** them */' The mafter mouth has no more than be- 
fore. The owner, methinks, is like Ocnus in the fa-, 
ble, who is perpetually winding a rope of hay, and an 
afs at the end pei*petually eating it. 
. Out of thefe inconveniences aiifes naturally one 
more, which is, that no greatnefs can be (atisfied or con« 
tented with itfelf t ftil), if it could mount up a little 
higher, it would be happy ; if it coul4 gain but that 

* Iccl. V. 11. . . " 

pointy 
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: point) it would obtain all its defires ; but yet at iaft, 
when it is got up to the very top of the Pic of TcnerifF, 
it is in very great danger of breaking its neck down- 
wardsy but in no poflibility of afcending upwards into 
the feat of tranquillity above the moon. The firft 
ambitious men in the world, the old giants, are faid . 
t^ have made an heroical attempt of fcaling heaven in 
<!lerpite -of the gods*, and they cad OAa upon Olym- 
pus, and Pelion upon OfTa : two or three mountains 
morei they thought, would have done their bufmefs : 
but the thunder fpoilt all the work, when they were 

- come up to.the third ftory : 

And what a noble plot was croft ! 
And virhat a brave defign was loft ! 

A famous perfdn <Jf their offspring, the late giant 
'<^ our nation, when, from the condition of a very 
inconfiderable captain, he had made himfelf lieutenant- 
general of an army of little Titans, which was his 
iirft mountain, and afterwards general, which was 
his fecond, and -after that, -abfolute t3rrant of three 
kingdoms, which was the third, and almoft touched 
the heaven which he afFefted, is believed to have died 
with grief and <lifcontent, becaufe he could not ?ttain 
to' the honeft name of a king, and the old formality of 
a-ctown, though he had before exceeded the power 
by a wicked ufurpation. If he could have compaflcii 
that, he would perhaps have wanted fomething elfe 
that is neceffary to felicity, and pined away for want 
cf the title of an emperor or a god. The i:t9J&^^^^ 



^\^ 
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thU h^ tifdt gtiatsmtik ktts ilo tMkf lA: lUtons^ beidg » 

lati(m«ndedDl|jari^: it it hidMdtti nlot i bmSt* 
Paalmtfi«i:tis»«« that an idol M«iiotliiki||fiatfi« ^iiFwtt/* 
'there is In titifH lia fUiiSg or mVriclfM'Of' tb« fiAi) bat 
ottff iift'fd|wa td fHbM.pkw^ r tl(i]« it M irig^ «^ 
1^, Ab t4»|i^Afaai(r ili «stm«r <Ptieiy fhSl^ » H«de^ 
siMMrf eSng h gmsit, ^tt&ifAihg tilth dlvferlUf 
cAflApitfiSd; Tfierier fti«y be Tfatupi kmt villK^ iift^ 
StMiwdf of Ikierto^» w&ere I iM^ te a gtvit nMi i 
aSii fh^Wtft dafc I ffiofrid^ bt llk« eiifilr (you ^fMU* 
wonder how Caefar and- L Mvlil W»-(lk« Ml iOMttlK' 
in any thing) $. and' choofe rather to-, be the firft naa 
okf the Tillage, tbui Jecondat ftoiiie. . Oar cotmtiy ia- 
called' Great firitany, in regard' only of a- leflcr of. 
the fame nlame ; it Wotild be bOt a rrdiculoua epithet 
for it, when we confider it together with the kingdom^ 
of China. That» too, is- but a pitifiil rood of ground^ 
in comparifon of the whole earth befides : and this- 
whole giobe of earth, which we account fo inunenfe a: 
body, is but one point or atom in r^ation to thofe. 
iiumberlefe worlds that are fcatteced up and d63nrB in- 
the infinite fpace of the iky which we behold* 

The other many inconveniences of grandetir I hare 
fpoken of difperfedly in feveral chapters ; and fliall end 
this with an ode of. Horace, not. exa^^ly eopied> but 
rudely imitated. 
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H o R A c Ey Lib. ill. Ode I; 

" Odi profanum vulgus, &c/* 

HENCE, yte profane j I hate^ y6u all 5, 
Both tht grtet viitg^ry and' i!N6 (hfalh 

To virgin miiid^, which: yet theit-. native whitefttfTit 
hdldv. 

Not yet di/colourM with the Ibve 6f goldi^ 
(That jaundice of the foul. 

Which makes it look fo gilded and- fo foul)v 

To you, ye very few, thefe truths I tell 5 . 

The Mufer infpires my fong j. hark>, and. obferve it 
wellv 

We look on men, and wonder at fUcH oddl 

•Twixt things that were the lame by butR 5. 
We look on kings as giants of the earth, 
Thefe giants are but pigniies to the gods. 
The huinbleR bnfE and protideH oak 
Are but of equal proof againft the thunder-ftroke* 
Beauty, and ftrength, and: wit, and wealtb, and power^. 
Have their (hort flourifliing hour 1 
And love to fee themielves^ and Gnblle,. 
And joy in iMt pre-eminence awhile;. 

£v*n fo in Uie fame land. 
Poor weeds, rich com, gay flow^rsi together ftand $ 
Alas ! death mowt dowa all with an impartial band. 
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id all ye men, whom greatneft does fo pleaie^ 
Ye feaft, I fear^ like Damocles s 
If ye*yotrr''iye»'cOul<ittj)ward%flioYe ' 
(But ye, I fear, think nothing is above} 
Ye would pjereetvrt)^ wliat a little thMd ' 

The.i^ll) j^ jbaqgs over your.-bfaRls 
No tide of vfit^-wvi^ dvp^n your jCWdm -s 
)ft^«liitk.or.|ti9ficf»ver-iH»ireyourfeai:f s - 
The fear of death would you fo watchful iece|i^ 
As not t* admil ibhc image of it^ ilee|p. • 



Sleep, is a god too pnra^ to wait in jialacesj 
And yet fdiiii(^1e ixib; ti's not to fcdm 
'nc mekneft itMHtty cotbigt* : 

The halcyon Sleep will never build his neft 

In any ftormy breaft. 

'Tis not enough that he does find 

tClouds and darknefs in their mind ; 

Darknefs but half his work will do : 
*Tis not enough j he muft find quiet too. 

The. man, who in all widies he does make^ 
t . Does only nature^s counfel take. 
That wife and happy man will never fear 

ThCfevtl afpe^ls of the year$ 
Nor tremble, though two comets fhould appears 
He does not look in almanacks, to fee 
" Whether he fortunate (hall be j 
Let Mars and> Saturn in the heavens conjoin, 

j^ifd what they pleafe againft the world deiign» 

*'' ' So Jqpitcr within Vttm^MXA* 



\^ 
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If of your pleafures and defires no. end .be founds 
God to your cares and fears will fet no bound. 

What would content you ? who can tell ? 
Ye fear fo much to lofe what ye. have got, . 

As if ye likM it well : 
Ye ftrive for more, as if ye lik'd it not. . 

Go, level hills, and fill up Teas, 
Spare nought that may your wanton fancy pleafc 5 

But, truft me, when you have done all this, . 
Much- will be miffing ftill, and much will be amifs* . 



VII. 
OF AVARICE. 

THERE arc two forts of avarice : the one Is 
but of a baftard kind, and that is, the rapacious 
appetite of gain ; not for its own fake, but for the 
pleafure of refunding it immediately through all the 
channels of pride and luxury t the other is the true 
kind, and properly fo called} which is a reftlefs and 
unfatiable defire of riches, not for any farther end oj: 
^fe, but only to hoard, and prefcrve, and perpetually 
increafe them. The covetous man, of the firft knd, 
is like a greedy oftrich, which devours any metal; 
but it is with an intent to feed upon it, and in efftdc, 
it makes a ihift to digeft and excern it. The fecond 



is like^the foolii^ ch«tt^» ^hjick lor^ !9,ftnd iMtfy 
only to hide . it. ^IV ^ ^kiB^ mutk hann to ipaii«> 
lunds ^•^dftlit^b|;bodtoo, tofoo^fews theifeebnd 
^doet good to 'fedne f .so, ' n^t to hiialelf^ Tl|c fifift qg& 
make no ettixkto God/ or' aagfls, ivr ritipiud nieii> 
€or hit aaiont t tl^e fecpnd ctn gift no reafon or 
x»]oiir» not to the doril himfi^i ij9r.wh|it he doet; 
he it a flave to 'Mammon vHthont waeet* The fiijft 
4naket a fluft to he beloved } ay, add enfied too hf 
fome people I the iecond is (he linfferiS^' obj^ pf 
hatred and contempt* There is no vice baa been fo 
^pelted vnih good fentenccs, and efpecially by the 
4poita» ovho have .puriued k with ftories» and ^blest 
and all^^esy and allttfions ; and moved, as we fay, 
«very ftone to fling at it : , ai)[iong all which, I do not 
Temember a more fine and gentleman-like corre6lion, 
than that which was given it by one line of Ovid i 

**< Dcfunt luxm-iae multa, avaritia omnia.'* 
-'Much is wanting to luxury, all to avarice. 

To which faying, I have a mind to add one.xnem* 
jKTf and tender it thus, 
Poverty wants ibme, luxury many, avarice all things. 

$oniebody fays • of a virtuous ^nd wife man, 
^Vt^at, having nothing, .he has ^1;'* Xhis is jvft his 

•* The author, well acquainted with the tafte of his 
fcaders, would not difguft aheir debcacy by letting 
.t^^ Know th*t iWs:**iiw(Bbpdy'* wjw $t. ^Paui, 
i% Cor. vi.. lo.J-rrthough fb^&Jf^k ;ii^dfxpr;ificm.v.ctu)d 
Agyr done honour to tT%to'« H« 

%3BLti^ode» 
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^sAtipode, ivAiOf hwing all th»Qgfi» y«t ihas nothing. 

:He.is a guardian eunuch to bisiMav^^ld: ^< au» 
'^* divi €os ftmatores jcflfe mafcimos, ^ jiU ^oteflfe.** 

They ^re the foAdeftilavers, ^but in^pteAt tp ^joy. 

And, oh, what man^« condition can be wode 
Than his, whom .plenty ftarves, and blefHngs curfe ^ 
The beggars but a common fate deplore. 
The rich poor man ''s emphatically poor. 

I wonder how rt comes to pafs, that there has never 
^een any law made againft him : againft him do I fay ? 
I mean, for him : as 'there are public provifions made 
for all other madmen : it is very reafonable that the 
king ihould appoint fome perfons (and F think the 
-courtiers would not be againft this propoiition) to 
manage his eftate during his life (for his heirs com- 
monly need not that care) : and out of it to make it 
their bufmefs to fee, that he fhould not want alimony 
^befitting his condition, which he could never get out 
of his own cruel fingers. We relieve idle vagrants, 
and counterfeit beggars ; but have no care at all of 
•thefe really poor men, who are, methinks, to be re»- 
j5>e5lfully treated, in regard of their quality. I might 
**be endlefs againft them^ but I am almoft choaked 
^ith the fuper-abundance of the matter; too much 
:plenty impoveriihes me, as it does them. I will con>- 
clude this odious fubjeft with pait of Horace^s firft 
fatlre, which take in his own fami^iiftr Ajit : 

Z admire, Msecen^t^ how it comes to j^Lfa, 
^bat no 4Ran ever yet contented vatr» 



i 



i 
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Nor isj nor perhaps will be, with that ftate \ 

In which his own choice plants hiiii, or his fate* I 
Happy the merchantj the old foldicr cntsi i^ 

The merchant J bcattn with temptftnous fltles^ \ 
Happy the foldier ! one half- hour to thee 
Gives fpeedy death, or glorious viflory : 1 

The lawyer, knockt up earJy from his f«ft j 

By reiHeffi clients, calU the peafaixt bleft t J 

The peafaiit) when his labotirs ill fticceed, ^ 

EnHcs the mouth, which only talk does feed 
^Tis not (I think you ^11 fay) that I want Itors ] 
Of inftan^^esj if here I add no more ^ j 

They are tnough to reach, at lea It a mile, 2 

Beyond Jong orator Fabiu^''^ ftylt, 1 

But hold> yc, whom no forUme e*er endeai's. 
Gentlemen, malecoiitentsij and mutiueerSj 
Who bounteous Jove fo often cruel call, 
Beholdy Jove 's now refolv'd to pleafe you all. . 
Thou foldier, be a merchant : merchant, thou 
A foldier be : and, lawyer, to the plough,. 
Change all your ftations ftrait : why do they ftay i 
The devil a man will change, now, when he ma} 
Were I in general Jpve's abufed caib. 
By Jove I M cudgel thia- rebellious race : 
But he *s too good ; be all, then, as ye were ^ . 
However, make the beft of what ye are. 
And in that ftate be chearful and rejoice. 
Which either was your fate, or was your cUoice* 
No, they muft labour yet, and fweat, and toil. 
And very miferable' be awhile s 
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But 'tis with a dcfign only to gain 
What may their age with plenteous eafe maintain. 
The prudent pifmire does this leflbn teachy 
And induftry to lazy mankind preach: 
The little drudge does trot about and fweat, 
Nor does he ftrait devour all he can get ; 
But In his temperate mouth carries it home 
A ftock for winter, which he knows muft come. 
And, when the rolling world to creatures here 
Turns up the deform'd wrong-fide of the year. 
And' (huts him in, with florms, and cold, and wet, 
He chearfully does his paft labours eat ; 
O, does he fo ? your wife example, th' ant, 
J>c}es not, at all times, reft and plenty want. 
But, weighing juftly a mortal ant's condition. 
Divides his life 'twixt labour and fruition. 
Thee, neither heat, nor ftoniis, nor wet, nor cold. 
From thy unnatural dih'gence can withhold : . 
To th' Indies thou would'ft run, rather than fee 
Another, though a friend, richer than thee. 
Fond man ! what beauty can be found 
In heaps of treafure, buried under ground ? * 
Which rather than diminifli'd e'er to fee. 
Thou would'ft thyfelf, too, buried with them be: 
And what's the difference ? is 't not quite as bad 
Never to ufe, as never to have had ? 
In thy vaft barns millions of quarters ftore ; 
Thy belly, for all that, will hold no more 
Than mine does. Every baker makes much bread 5 
What then ? He's with no more,' than othcrs; fed. 
Vol. II* A a ^* 
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Do you within the bovnds^ of nature IWtf 
And to aagpnent ypur dim ybv need not ftjye s 
' One hundred acree wiU no left for yov 
Your life's ^pHbole bufineftj t)u|n ^n ^bfOffiijBti^4p» 
But plealant *tit to tak^ from 9. gtt9t ftpu^k 
What, man I though you *re q^qItM to l^Uoe np lofve 
Than I do from a £^l 9tlfi f if. yovr^wi]) 
Be liut a j^tcher ora pot to filU 
To ibme great tivee for it muft you gp, 
"When a ch^ fpmg juft at yoiir feet dots flow ? 
Give ihe the fpring, which, ^oet tohumaft ule 
Safe» eafy, aii(d untroubled ibret produce | 
He who fimrof theft, and needs wiU drink at NUe» 
Muft run the danger of the crocodile. 
And of the rapid ftream itfelf, which may. 
At unawares, bear him perhaps away. 
In a full flood Tantalus ftands, his ikin 
Wafh'd o'er in vain, for over dry within i 
He catches at the ftream with greedy lips. 
From his toucht mouth the wanton torrent flips : 
You laugh, now, and expand your careful brow^j 
*Tis finely faid, but what "s all this to you ? 
• Change but the name, this fable is thy ftory. 
Thou in a flood of ufclefs wealth dofl: glory. 
Which thou canil only touch, but never taftc ; 
Th' abundance flill, and flill the want, does laft. 
The treafures of the gods thou would'ft not fpve 9 
Bijt when they 're made thine own, they facred are. 
And muft be kept with reverence j as if thou 
JVo other uie of preciout gpld didft know^ 

But 
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But that of ciinohtt pif^ures, te delight^ 
With the fair £banip> thy viituofo fight. 
The only true and fieauiile ufb is this. 
To Vuy tiie thixigty .which natntt oaniiot ihUI 
Without difconifbrt | oil asd Titai breads 
And wine, by which the life ef life is fbd. 
And all thofe few things elfc by which we live : 
All tl\at remains, is giv'n for thee to give. 
If cares and troubles, envy, grief, and fear. 
The bit;ter fruits be, which fair riches bear 3 
If a new poverty grow out -of ftore ; - 
T^e ^d plain way, ye gods ! let me be poor. 



Paraphrafe on Horace, B. III. Gd, xvi. 

A TOWER of brafs, one would have faid, 

And locks, and bolts, and iron bars. 
And guards, as ftrift as in the heat of wars, 
Miglit have prelerv'd one innocent maidenhead. 
The jealous father thought, he well might fparc 

All further Jealous care ; 
And, as he walkM, t"* himfelf alone he fmil'd, 

^6 think how Ve'ntis' arts he had begiiilM j 

And, when he (lept, his reft was deep : 
•But Venus laughed to fee and hear him fleep. 

She taught the amorous Jove 

A -magical receipt in love. 
Which arm'd him ftronger, and which helpM him more. 
Thai all his thunder did> and his almighty.ihip before. 

A 2L I *^Vri 
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She Uugbt hm l6vte*t "dizixy :bj wbich «rt • 
His godhead into, gold fae/dndDonvertt 

No guards £d. ihtn- his paflagetey^ •: ■ 

Ijb paft\i with eifii i :goid was die witeti r 
Subtle as U|;btBibg» bnght, .mud quick, ud li^e^ 

Gold through doonVand walls did pkittf.' 

: The p'udest' Macedonian king, -i * - • ' 

To blow up towns, a golden mine did fpringw-- 

He broke through gates widi hit petar r ' 
*Tls the great art of peace, tbecn|^ne*dt0f!wnr{- 

And fleets and armies follow it al«r4* ' 
The enfign 'tis at land, and*tis tlvsleaiiini^i'Aartf 

Let all the world flave to this tyrant be. 
Creature to this difguifed deity. 

Yet it fhall never conquer me. 
A guard of virtues will not let it pafs. 
And wifdora is a tower of ftronger brafs. 
The Mufes' laurel, round my temples fpread^ 
Does from this lightning^s force fecure my head % 

Nor will I lift it up fo high. 
As in the violent meteor's way to lie- 
Wealth for its power do we honour and adore ? 
The things we hate, ilUfate, and death, have more. 

From towns and courts, camps of the rich and great, 
The vaft Xerxean army, I retreat. 
And to the fmall Laconic forces fly. 

Which holds the (Iraits of poverty. 

Cellan 
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Cellars and granaries in vain we fill. 

With all the bounteous fummer's ftore, 

If the mind third and hunger fUU : 

The poor rich man *8 emphatically poor. 
Slaves to the things we too much prize^ 

Wc mafters grow of all that we defpife. 

A field of corn, a fountain, and a wood, 

Js all the wealth by nature underftood. 
The monarch, on whom fertile Nile beftowt 

All which that grateful earth can bear> 

Deceives himfelf, if be fuppofc 
That more than this falls to his ihare. 
Whatever an eflate does beyond this afford* 

Is not a rent paid to the lord 5 
But is a tax illegal and unjuft, 
Exa£led from it by the tyrant luft. 

Much will always wanting be. 

To him who much defires. Thrice happy he 
To whom the wife indulgency of Heaven, 

With fparing hand, but juft enough has given. 



A a ^ WW. -ItVL^ 
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vm. ^ 

TliE DAMQERS OF Al» HONEST MAN 
IN MUCH COMPANY. 

IF twenty thoufiui4 naked Amerieant were not able 
to refift the^aiboltB ofbnt twenty well-armed Spa- 
niardsy I liw little poAbility for otte honcft man t» 
defend hlmfelf agatnft twenty thoaftAld knaver wfib aie 
aU furniihed cmp a pi» intk tb^ defenfife arms of 
worldly prudence^ and. die oilbifiTe too of craft and 
malice* He will find oo left' od^' duin thia againft. 
him, if he have mudb tb do in hmnan aMra; The 
only advice therefore which I can ^ve him is» to be 
fure not to venture bis perfon any longer in the open 
campaign, to retreat and entrench himfelf, to flop up 
all avenues, and draw up all bridges againft fo nurae* 
rous an enemy. 

The truth of it is, that a man in much buiinefs muft 
cither make himfelf a knave, or elie the world will 
make him a fool : and, if the injury went no farther 
than the being laught at, a wife man would content 
himfelf with the revenge of retaliation $ but the cafe 
is much worfe, for thefe civil cannibals too, as well as 
the wild ones, not only dance about fuch a taken 
ftranger, but at laft devour him. A fober man can- 
not get too foon out of drunken company, though they 
be never fo kind and merry among themfelves ) it it 
Bot uiipieafant 0Dly» but dangerou8» to hmu 

Da 
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Do ye v^onder that a virtuous man /hould love to be 
alone ? It is hard for hiVn to be otherwife ; he ts fo, 
when he is among ten thoufand : neither is the Co" 
iitude fo uncomfortable to be alone vtrithout any other 
creaturei as it is to be alone in the midftof wild beafts. 
Man is to man all kind of beads ; a fawning dog, a 
iwiring lion, a thieving fox, a robbing wolf, a dif- 
iembling crocodile, a treacherous decoy, and a rapa- 
cknid Vfllture. The civilift, methinks, of all nations, 
are thoie whom we account the moft barbarous ; there 
is fome moderation and good-nature in the Toupinam- 
bBdtiinSy ^o eat no men but their enemies, whild 
we learned and polite and Chriftian Europeans, like fo 
Inany pikee and fharks, prey upon every thing that we 
can fwallow. It is the great boad of eloquence and 
]ltiilolbpby, that they firtt congregated men difperfed, 
united them into focieties, dild built up the houfes and 
the walls of cities. I wifh-they could unravel all they 
hod woven 5 that we might have our woods and our 
iillf6cence again, inftead of our caftles and our policies. 
'f he/ have afleinbled many thoufands of fcattered peo- 
jji? into one body : it is true, they have done fo j they 
iMtt brcTught them together into cities to cozen, and 
into arrtiies to muirder, one another : they found them 
Inttiters and fifhers of wifd creatures 5 they have made 
them^ hunters and fiflicrs of their brethren : they boaft 
to fiai^r reduced them to a ftate of peace, when the 
truth is, they have only taught them an art of war ; 
they have framed, I rtiuft confefs, wholefome laws for 
the reftraint of vice, but they raifed firft thaf deviU 
'wfridi now they conjure and cat\noX.\>\tid \ ^^^ak'^^^'^^ 
Aa4.. ^^^ 
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were befote no pnniiflwwiitt for wickedneft, ycT tlieic 
wat left committedy bepmie tfaeit «ei« no icwtcdi 

for it. . , 

But the men, who pnUb philofophj horn Mm topiey 
are muck deceived} let oratoiy anfwer ibriitfelf, tkt 
tinkling pcrluqps of that may snite afwarm i it aem 
was the woxk of philolbpky to aftnbli» milt«iMde% 
hut to regulate only, and. govein theniy when .they 
wiere aflembled ) to make the heft of an evili aad bfii^ 
them» at much as . it poffible, to unity again. Arariee 
and ambition only were the £rft:baildcrt of towBa, md 
foundert of empire). they fiud, '^Qato^lctiia-lNiyd 
ut a city and a. tower whoTe topi may fcachitinto liaa- 
Ten, and let ut make-us-anaiBey.lttftwfthe icattoed 
abroad upon the face of the earth- *J** What was the 
beginning of Rome, the metropolis of adl the world? 
What was it, but a concourfe of ^eves, and a fane- 
tuary of criminals ? .It was juftly named by the au- 
gury of. no lefs than twelve vultures, and the founder 
cemented his' walls with. the blood of his brother. 
Not unlike to this was the beginning even of the firft 
town too in the world, and fuch is the original An of 
moft cities : their a6lual, increafe daily with their age 
and growth s the more people, the more wicked all of 
them ; every one brings in his part to enflame the con- 
tagion i which becomes at laft fo univerfal and fo ilrong, 
that no precepts can be fuificicnt prefervatives, nor 

• Gen. xi. 4, 

any 
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any thing fecure our fafety, but flight from among 
the infe^ed. 

We ought, in the choice of a fituatiooy to reganl 
above all things- the healthfulnefs of the place, and the 
liealthfulnefft of it for the mind, rather than for the 
body. But fuppofe (which is hardly to be fuppofed) 
we had antidote enough againft this poifon ; nay, fup- 
pof« further, we were always and at all points armed 
and provided, both .againft the aflaults of hoftility, and 
the mines of treachery, it will yet be but an uncom- 
fortable life to be ever in alarms; though we were 
compaiTed round with fire, to defend ■ ourfelves from 
wild beafts^^ the lodging would be unpleafant, becaufe 
we muft always be obliged to watch that fire, and to 
fear no lefs the defers of our guard, than the dili- 
gences of our ene^y. The fum of this is, that a vir- 
tuous man is in danger to be. trod tipon and deftroyed 
in the crowd of his contraries, nay, which is worfe, to 
be changed and corrupted by them ; and that it is im- 
pofUble to efcape both tfaefe inconveniencies, without fo 
much caution -as will take away the whole quiet, that 
IS the happinefs, of his life. 

Ye fee then, what he may lofe ; but, I pray, what 
can he get there ? 

Quid Romae faciam ? Mentiri nefcio *. 

What fhould a man of truth and honefty do at Rome? 
.iie can neither underftand nor fpeak the language of 

• Juv. Sat. iii. 41, 
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aot the waj to catch £ih theit I theyanliJbatti^tft^ { 
imurli^» iteiiihl thcte» if fe bring no sMrtNiAiift 

«Nivicc». wliMiriiiftitMg»v« t»9^1»^ 

Holl0ll^and j^tM/ llUtiiAil^n «NMtf%tnd lMMlghr| . 
' >Whrt 4 tW ^ h> < ^ A<WmI^ til fegiriay WwigBt? • • 

■Nor bittb«fifllitaHrft«y^th«giwttf : - 
' 1kity«u'*M!a nritii of tettiiiikg^ jmi^ait/ f slE^.- 

A ma» of cowrtge, ikm, and fit for truft.. 
' Why yon may ftay, and live aneniried herd I 

B«t (^kh) go back> and keep you whece ytttt wore.- 

Kay, if < nothing of all this, were in the cafe^ yet the 
very fight of undeannefs is Ioath£>me to the cleanly j 
the fight of folly and impiety,, vexatious tothCvwifcaDd- 
pious. 

Lucretius f, by his favour, though a good poet,, was 
but an ill-natured man, when. he faid, it was delight- 
ful to fecr other tnem in a great' fformr and wo-lefs ill- 
natured ihouid] think; DenarocviTM, who la«^hed at all 
the world, but -that- he retired, bimiiikf So much out of 
it, that we may perceive he took no great pltafure in 

•^ Lucr. lib. ii. 

that 
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that kind of mirth. I have been dra^n twice or thrice 
by company to go to fiedlam, and have feen others 
v«ry much delighted with the fantaftical extravagancy 
of fo many various madnelTes ; Which Upon me wrought 
£6 contrary an effeft, that I always returned, not only, 
inelaneholy, but even fick with the fight. My com- 
panion there was perhaps too tender, for I meet a thou-» 
fand madmen abroad, without any perturbation ; tho*, 
to weigh the matter juftly, the total lofs of reafon is lefs 
deplorable than the total depravation of it. An exa6l 
Judge of human bleflings, of riches, honours, beauty, 
even of wit itfelf,, (hould pity the abufe of them, more 
than the want. 

Briefly, though a wife man could paTs never fo fe- 
curely through the great roads of human life, yet he 
will meet perpetually with fo many obj.e6ls and occa- 
fions of coropaiHon, grief, ihame, anger, hatred, indig- 
nation, and all pailions but envy (for hf will find no- 
thing to deferve that), that he had better ftrike into, 
fome private path ; nay, go fo far, if he could, out of 
the common way, ** ut nee fafta audiat Pelopidarum j'* 
that he might not fo much as hear of the anions of the 
fons of Adam. But, whither (hall we fly then ? into 
the deferts, like the ancient Hermits ? 

—Qua terra pate^ fera regaatt Eirinn^s, 
In facinuS' juraflc putes---* 

One would think that all mankind had bound fhem- 
felves by an oath to do ail the wickednefs they can } 

* Ovid. Metam-. i. 241 • 
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1^ Aey .^d.iiU.OM the icriptme fpqik^O '* <«U thea^ 
*Kitlwt$ to£nyf^*: 4^-diff^seiice otdju, that £bmt m- 
a little more, ^sfi&j.^ud but a little, (&od knows) ia 
inaidDg of t)u|ba|nfi^ I thot^rht, wbeal Bxikwmt 
to dwell initbe Country, that withont doubt I flionld 
have metpmp'imj^ ^ £mplictty of the old poetical 
golden age } t diotifiht to hare found no inhabitanta 
there, but fuch aa the (hepherda of £ir. Phil.. Sydney in 
Arcadiat or of MfEtefieur d*Uif<^ upon the banka of 
J^lghou} anid bq;anto confider with i^r&lf, which way 
i'lnight'.recdmmaidnb.leia to poftrntf thehiq^inda 
aUd innocence of die men of CherdfiEi t-but, to confeft 
the truth, I percoVed'quickiy', byinfidlibk demonftra- 
tions, that I waa ftill in Old England, and not in Ar- 
cadia,- or La Forreft i that, if I could not content my* 
filf vnth. any tHing lefs than exa£l fidelity in human 
converfation, I had almoft as good go back and feck for 
it in the Court, or the Exchange, or Weftminfter-hall. 
I a(k again, theh, whither (hall we fly, or what fliall we 
do ? The world may fo come in a man^s way, that he 
cann6t choofe but falute it ; he mud take heed, though, 
not to go a whoring afker it. If, by. any lawful voca- 
tion, or juft necelTity, men happen to be married to it, 
I Tan only give them St. Paul's advice : ** Brethren, 
" the time is fhort ; it remains, that they, that have 
** wives, be as though they had hone. — But I would 
** that all men were even as I myfelf •.•' 

In aU cafe^, they muA be.fure, thatthey do.aaitWirar 
duciTif and not, mundo nuberg. They muft retain the 

^ I Cor, viL a9« 7« 

^vtecioritf 
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fuperiority and headship over it : happy are they^ who 
can get out of the fight of this deceitful beauty, that 
they may not be led fo much as into temptation ; who 
have not only quitted the metropdis, but can abftain 
from ever feeing, the next market-town in their coun- 
try: 



CLAUDIAN'S OLD MAN OF VERONA* 

D^ »ENE VeRONENSI, qvi SUBURBIUM NUN- 
QUAM EGRESSVS EST. ^ 

" FELIX, qui patriis," &c, 

HAPPY the man, who his whole time doth bound 

Within th' intlofure of his little ground. 

Happy the man, whom the fame humble place 

(Th' hereditary cottage of his race) 

From his firft rifing infancy has known. 

And by degrees fees gently bending down. 

With natural propenfion, to that earth 

Which both prefervM his life, and gave him birth* 

Him no falfe diftant lights, by fortune fet* 

Could ever into fooliih wanderings get. 

He never dangers either faw, or fearM : 

The dreadful ftorms at fea he never heard. 

He never heard the ihrill alarms of war^ 

Or the worfe noifes of the lawyers* bar. 

No change of confuls marks to him the year. 

The change of feafons is his calendar, 

TKv 
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He Aaifi m ^ t i m e ^ laad-miriBi, #aidim found . • 
FofAawbilB^ViimiM dTtiie grooM* 

And loves hit old contemporary trees. 
He *as only beard of near Ve|pna'*s namcy 

' And^Lnowsity like the Indies, but by fame. 

^-2>oe( ^tk^ li^^ejcqncemment netice t«k^ 

"Of the Red-fea^ and of Benacus* lake. 
Irhas Miflh Md Aren^ he to « iMfxt age «i]|oyt, 
•And fees a long pc^fterity of bays. ' 
About the ipacipq^ wqrld let others iro|m» 
The voyage, Ufe^'is longcft made at home. 



rFHE SHORTNESS OF LIFE, AND XTNCER 
TAINTV OF RICHES. 

IF yo« 'fliould fee a man, who were to crofs fror 
Dover toCalab, run about very bnfy and felicitous 
and trouble himfelf manywceks before in making pro 
vifions for his voyage, would you commend him for 
-cautious and diicreet perfon, or laugh at him for a ti 
tnorous and impertinent coxcomb } A man, who is at 
ceilive in his pains and diligence, and who confumes th 
greateft part of his time in furnifliing dte remaindc 
^ith all conveniences and -even fuperfhiities, is to an 

gel 
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• gds and wife men no lefs ridiculous $ he does as little 

• tonfider the fliortnefi of his. paiTagc^ tjiat he might pro- 
portion his cares accordingly. It is^ alas> fo narrow a 
iftrait betwixt the womb and the grave^^ that it might 
be called the Pas de Vie^ as well as that the Pas de 

• Calais. 

We are all It^/uss'ot (as Pindar calls us), creatures 
of a day, and therefore our Saviour bounds our defires 
to that little fpace 5 as if it were very probable that 
every day ihould be our laft, we are taught to demand 
even bread for no longer a time. The fun ought not 
to fet upon our covetoufnefsy no more than upon our 
anger % but, as to God Almighty a thoufand years are 
as one day> fo, in dire5l oppofition, one day to the co- 
vetous man is as a thoufand years \ ** tam brevi fortis 

' jaculatur aevo molta,'* fo far he (hoots beyond his butt : 
one ^ould thinky be were of the opinion of the Mille- 
naries, and hoped for fo long a reign upon eaith. The 
patriarchs before ihe flood, who enjoyed almoft fuch a 

•life, made, we are (ure, lefs ftores for the maintaining 
of it) they, who lived nine hundred years, fcarcely 

. provided for a few days ; we, who live but a few days, 
provide at leaft^for«ine hundred years. What a ftrange 

' alteration is this 6f human life and manners ! and yet 
we fee an imitation of it in every man's particular ex- 
perience \ for we be^n not the cares df life, till it be 
half fpfent, and Hill increafe them, as that decreafes. 
What is there among the a6lions of beafts fo illogical 

• and repugnant to reafon ? When they do any thing, 
'iviuch iiemit to proceed from diat which we caUrealbn, 



yn.^diam to a] low them thiu perfef^lon, andftttribvtr 
1^ only to a natural indlnfl : and are uot we fooLfyrtlM^ 
Djf the fiube kind of infl;mfl 7 If we could but]^s|imto 
^* ttiunbcr our days"^ (aa we arc taught to prajdul^M 
■tiiSA€)f we diould adji^ft much better our odiir.tc* 
coanti I biitj whillt we never confider an end of 4kbI| 

Bood.wordv^ ... ..«--.. 

8jpanJoagniii.fd(ccef^*- ■ :l- 

fifom afhoitjyjfe 

'tliey muft he praned -away like ib^k^t,' diat cbink- 

the mother-plant^ and hinder It irina. heu^g .fruit* 

And in another place, to the fame ftnCe, 

Vit9& Aimma brevis fpem nos retat inchoarelongam f } 

which Seneca does not mend, when, he' fays, .'* Oh! 
quanta dementia eft fpes longas incboantium !*' but he 
gives an example there of au acquaintance, of .hit, 
named Senecio,.who, from a very mean«beginning» by. 
great induftry in turning about of money through alT 
vrays of .gain, had attained to extraordinary riches, but 
died on a fudden after having, fupped merrily, " In 
ipfo a6iu ben^. cedentium rerum, in ipfo p^ocurrentU 
fortunx impetu,V in the full courfe of his. good fortune, 
when fhe had a high tide, and a ftifF gale, .and all her 
fails on j upon which occaiion he cries, out of Virgil J, . 

* J Carm. xi. 6» f Ibid*'m 1$* % ^^i^^ ^ 74^ 






OF MR, A. COWLEY. 35^ 

fere nunc, Melibaee, pyros j pone ordine vitcs P* 

I Go, Melibaeus, now, 

;rafF thy orchards, and thy vineyards plant 5 ' 
Id the fniit I 

•r this Senecio I have no compaflion, becaufe he 
taken, as we fay, in ip/ofaffo, ftill labouring in 
nrork of avarice j but the poor rich man in St. 
J (whofe cafe was not like this) I could pit}', me- 
cs, if the Scripture would permit me j for he fcems 
ive been fatisfied at laft, he confeifes he had enough 
nany years, he bids his foul take its eafe j and yet 
,11 that, God fays to him, " Thou fool, this night 
y foul fhall be required of thee ; and the things 
ou haft lain up, who (hall tliey belong to • ?'• 
:re (hall we (ind the caufes of this bitter reproach 
terrible judgment ? We may (ind, I think, two $ 
God, perhaps, faw more. Firit, that he did not 
id true reft to his foul, but only to change the em- 
ments of it from avarice to luxury ; liis defign is. 
It and to drink, and to be merry. Secondly, that 
rent on too long before he thought of refting ; the 
lefs of his old barns had not fufficed him, he would 
till he was forced to build new ones : and God 
!d out to him in the fame meafure $ fmce he would 
i more riches than his life could contain, God de- 
^ed his life, and gave the fruits of it to another, 
bus God takes away fometimes the inan from hia 

* Luke xii. ao« 
>L«IL Bb ivOc^fc"^^ 
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riches^ mil as le& fipoqiiMitlf Mm'hom'-^kS' i 
f vrhat hope can there be of foch a aMurriage, where both 
parties are (b fickle and uncertain f hj what bonda can 
fuch a couple be kept long together ? 

Why doft thou heap-np: weallfafwhlch thou tmAi^pan^. 

Or, what u warfe, jbeltft l^ itr 
Why doft thoa load thySblf^.whitf t)ioQ Ht to%,^ 

Oh man, ovdaiiird to die? 

Why doft thou bnild vp ftatdy noma on higfa« 

Thou who art under ground- to lie ? 
Thou f6w''ft iand planteft,' but no fruit mu&.ieet 

For death, alas ! it fowingrthee* 

Suppofef. thm» Ibftnno^eoiikrft^ to tadNheA %nttg^ 

And dip- or pinion her iwng 5 
Suppofe, thouxould*ft on fate fo far prevail. 
As not to cut off thy entail ; 

Yet death at all that fubtilty will laugh j 
Death will that focdifh gardener mock. 

Who does a flight and annual plant engraff 
Upon a lailing ftock. 

Thou doft thyfelf wife and induftrious deem ; 

A mighty hnfband thou would'ft feem j 
Fond man ! like a bought (lave, thou all the while 

Doft but for other* fweat and toil. 

Officious fool ! that needs muft meddling be 
In bufinefs, that concerns net diee I 
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for when to future years thou* extended thy cares, 
Thou dearft in dther nien*s affairs, 

Ev'n aged men, as if they truly were 

Children again, for age prepare ; 
Provifions for long travel they defign. 

In the lail point of their fhort line. 

"Wifely the ant againft poor winter hoards 

The ftock, which fumhier's wealth affords : 

Jn grafhoppers, that mud at autumn die. 
How vain werfe fnch an fnduftry ! 

Of pchR^r and honour the deceitful light 

Might half excufe our cheated (ight. 
If it of life the whole fmall time would ftay. 

And be our funlhine all the day ; 

Xike lightning, that, begot but in a cloud 

(Though fhining brigHt, and fpeaking loud) 

Wliillt it begin sj concludes its violent race. 
And wliere it gilds, it wounds the place. 

Oh fcene of fortune; which dbft fair appear 

Only to m^n that fland not near ! 
Proud poverty, that tinfel bnavery wears ! ^ 

And, like a irainbow, painted tears ! 

Be prudent, and the fhore in profpeft keep { 

, In a weak boat truft not the deep ; 
PlacM beneath envy, above envying rife i 
Pity, great men, great things defpife. 

B b * The 
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The wife example of the heavenly lark. 

Thy fellow-poet, Cowley, mark ; 
Above the clouds let thy proud mufick found. 

Thy hvimbic ncft build on the gi o\ind* 



THE DANGER OF PROCRASTINATION. 

A Letter to Mr. S. L* 

IAM gkd that ypu approve and applaud mydefigQ 
of withdrawing myfelf from all tumult and buHnefs 
€sf the world, and confecratlng the little reft of my 
time to thofe ftudies, to which nature had fo inotberly 
inclined me, and from which fortune, like aftep-mo- 
ther, has fo long detained me. But neverthelefs (you 
fay, which but is " aerugo mera," a ruft which fpoils 
the good metal it grows upon. But you fay) you 
would advife me not to precipitate that refolution, but 
to ftay a while longer with patience and complaifance, 
till I had gotten fuch an eftate as might afford me (ac- 
cording to the faying of that perfon, whom you and I 
love ver)' much, and would believe as foon as another 
man) ** cum dignitate otium." This were excellent 
advice to Jolhua, who could bid the fun ftay too. But 
there is no fooling with life, when it is once turned be« 
yond forty. The feeking for a fortune then, is but a 
defperate after-game % it is a hundred to one^ if a man 

fliog 
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fling two (ixes, and recover all ; efpecially, if his hand 
be no luckier than mine. 

There is fbme help for {til the defe£ls of fortune $ 
for, if a man cannot attain to the length of his wifhes> 
he may have his remedy by cutting of them fhorter* 
Epicurus vtrrites a letter to Idomeneus (who was then a 
very powerful, wealthy, and, it feems, bountiful per- 
fpn) to recommend to him, who had made fo many 
men rich, one Pythoclci, a friend of his, whom he de- 
fired jnight be made a rich man- too j ** but I intreat 
you that you would not do it juft the fame way as you 
have done to many lefs defefving perfons, but in the 
moft gentlemanly manner of obliging him, which is, 
not to add any thing to his eftate, but to take fomething 
from his defires." 

The fum of this is, that, for the uncertain liopes of 
fome conveniences, we bught not to defer the execution 
of a work that is neceilary j efpecially, when the ule of 
thofe things, which wc would (lay for, may otherwife 
be fupplicd 5 but the lofs of time, never recovered : nay, 
farther yet, though vje were fure to obtain all that we 
had a mind to, though we \yere Aire of getting never fo 
mvthhY,continuir.g,.t[ie..g|ft)ne^ yet, when the light of 
life i^ fp near going. out, and oug;ht to be fo precious, 
** le jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle," the play is not 
worth the expence of the candle : after having been, 
long toft in ^a, tempeit, if aiir mafts be Handing, and 
wc have ftill fail and tack4mg -eiiough to carry us to 
our port, it is; no matter for the .want of ftreamers ajid 
top-gallants j 

B b ^ — — Ni\^^ 
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— — utere ycUs, 
Totos pande finus — ^ 

A gentleman in our tate civil wars, when his quarters 
were beaten up by the enemy, was taken prifoner, and 
loft his life afterwards, ©nly by ftaying to put on a 
band, and adjuft his periwig : he would efcape like a , 
perfon of quality, or not at at all, and died the noble 
martyr of ceremony and gentility. J think, your coun- 
fel of ** Feftina lente**^ is as tU to a man who is flying 
from the world, as it would have been to that unfor- 
tunate, well-bred gentleman, who -was fo cautious as 
not to fly undecently from his enemies j and therefore 
I prefer Horace'^s advice before yours, 

— — fapere aude, 
.Indpe — 

Begin 5 the getting out of doors is the greateft part 
•f the journey. Varrof teaches us that Latin pro- 
verb, " portam itineri longiifimam efle j** but to return 
to Horace, 

" — Sapere aude : 
<* Incipe Vivendi re£le qui prorogat horam, 
«* Rufticus expe^lat, dum labitur annis : at illc ' *" . 
<* Labitur, & labetuf in omne volubilis a!vum J.'* 

Begin, be bold, and venture to be wife j 
He who defers this work from day to day. 
Does on a river's bank expefting ftay, 

• Juv, !• 150, f Lib, I. Agric. J i Ep. ii» 4«* 

Till 
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Till the whole ftream^ which ilopt him, fliould be gone. 
That runs, and as it runs, for ever will run on. 

Caefar (the man of expedition above all others) was 
fo far from this folly, that whenfoever, in a journey, he 
was to crofs any river, he never went one foot out of 
his way for a bridge, or a ford, or a ferry ^ but flung 
himfelf into it immediately, and fwam over : and this 
IS -the courfe we ought to imitate, if we meet with any 
flops in our way to happinefs. 8tay, till, the waters 
are low ; ftay, till fome boats come by to tranfport you 5 
ftay, till a bridge b& built for youj you had even 
as good ftay, till the .river. be quite paft. Perfius 
(who, you ufeto iay, yQu.do not know wbether he be 
a good poet or.np, beqaufe you cannot underftand 
him, and vyhom therefore, I fay, I know to be not a 
good ^Q€t) has .an odd exprdfion of thefe procrafti- 
nators, which, methinks, is full of fancy : 

<< Jam eras hefternum conflimprimus ^ ecce aliud eras 

<< Egerit hos annos/' 

Our ycfterday*s to-morrow now is is gone, 

And-^ll aj[iew to-smorrow does come on$ , 

We by to-morrows draw up all our ftore, 

TjH the exhauftcd well can yield no more. . 

And now, I think, I am even with you, for your 
<^ Otium cum dignitate,'' and " Feftina lente," and 
three or four other more of your new Latin fentences : 
if I ihould draw upon you all my forces out of Seneca 
and Plutarch upon this fubjefV, I flxould overwhelm 
you i but I leave tbofe> as Triarii, for your next 
B b i^ ^^As.^ 

i 
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ehai^. I ihall only give you now a Itj^t ikLrmiA out 
of an epigrammatifty your Tpedal good friend } and ft» 



Mai.Tial» Lib. V. E]^. lix* 

** Crtt te viftonini* eras dicif » Pofthmnty ftn^er |" ieu 

TO-MORROW yon will live» yon always Cfy ^ 
In what far country does this mo r row lie^ 
That *ti8 fo mighty long ere it arrive \ 
Beyond die IncHet does this morrow Kve ? 
*Ti8 fo far^ fetched this morrow, diat I fear 
•Twill be both very old and very dear. 
To-morrow I will live, the fool does fay x 
To-day itfelf *s too late \ the wife liv*d yederday. 



Martial, Lib. II. Epigr. xc. 
** Quin6lili3nc, vagae moderator fiimme juventae/' 5ww 

WONDER not. Sir (you who inftrua the town 
In the true wifdom of the facred gown) 
That I make hafte to live, and eannot hold 
Patiently cut till I grow rich and old. 
Life for delays and doubts no time does gtve^ 
None ever yet made hafte enough to live. 
Let him defer it, whofe prepofterous care 
Omits himfelf, and reaches to his heir^ 

VI\us 
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Who does his father's bounded ftores defpife. 
And whom his own too never can fuffice : 
My humble thoughts no glittering roofs require. 
Or rooms that fhine with aught but conftant fire. 
I well content the avarice of my fight 

With the fair gildings of reflected light : 
Pleafures abroad, the fport of nature yields 

Her living fountains, and her fmiling fields ; 

And then at home, what pleafure is 't to fee 

A little, cleanly, chearful, family ! 

Which if a chafte wife crown, no lefs In her 

Than fortune, I the golden mean prefer. 

Too noble, nor too wife, fhe ihould not be. 

No, nor too rich, too fair, too fond of me. 

Thus let my life flide filently away. 

With fleep all night, and quiet all the day. 



XI. 
O P M Y S E L F. 

T T is a hard and nice fubjefl for a man to vrrite of 
^ himfelf 5 it grates his own heart to fay any thing 
of difparagement, and the reader's ears to hear any 
thing of praife from him. There is no danger from 
me of offending him in this kind j neither my mind, 
nor my body, nor my fortune, allow me any materials 

for 



for that WUfQF« Jt is A>ffid«9t for mji9mn.aontuil^- 
nent, tliat th^ i\iifi(faSipryedr^ 
lous pr nnmbiMo .^ die dff«^e f4e. ■JjJuf.W- 
fides .^t» lifluU b«vejfK|sk:oC«ayfid£bB|]FyL«^ 
to the fabjea of tbele ptocedwit idi(ipoHfl«||.aiid fluUl. 
be likelier thereby to^-iiU.Mito tbe «liteni||t«.tb9n;i]ie: 
1^^ to the eftiaaatton^ of Bftoft people*. ' 

As fiurtM'iBiriiieaMiry«aii mtgraibiwk-;|myi.wy^- 
life, before 1 kaew, ^htahu cainbk ^f giieOiiif^ fwlllt 
the world, or the g^ories.or bufincAjof it*j«flsretffi|eivu>- 
tural a£Fefti#iis ofwy Ibid' gave\iwt^'jt^«mtMllt«r 
averfion frinn chMii^AS foiae. polity jqtysifiMdjtQrtPia 
away froiiL^eft, by Aft jt^cipMiby. JgygmpJaMt to* 
themfi^vesr^aad i^enitable to m$n^ Hiid<yrftfy9i)Hi(. 
Even when I wasavfiyyotta£^b«y.U.rcb«d, Mcfd/ 
of running about on holy'-da3is andifliiyii^gjirilh Wf 
fellows, /l was wont to fteal from them, and walk into 
.t^e fields^ either alone with a book, or with fome one. 
companion, if I could find any of the fame temper^ I 
was then, too, fo much an enemy to all conftraint,. 
that my mailers could never prevail on me, by any per- 
fuafions or en^urf gements, -to learn without book the 
common rules of grammar -, in which they difpenfed 
wixh «e aloBjB, becaufe i^y fomidX>inade a^fluft to4o- 
^ ufui^ ej^er^iie oi^t of my own readix^.and obCerft- 
tion. Thi^t I was then of the Gune ound.^ J am. nof' 
(which^ I confefs, I: wonder at.myfelQ piay dftgwc 
by the lfitt«r en4 of an ode;, .which I.m9^ jBfhcui I icM 
but thi^ifteen years qld, and which waa . the;n pni^lvl 
wjth aiaoy other verfes. The beguming of itit boyifli; 
3 bat 
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but of this part, which I here fet down (if a very little 
vrere correfted) I fhould hardly now be much alhamed; 

This only grant rac, that my means m^y lie 
Too low for tnyy, for contenapt tpo high. 

Some honour I would have, 
Not from great deeds, but good alone $ 
Th' unknown are better than ill knoiyn : 

Rumour can ope the grave. 
Acquaintance I would have, but when *t depends 
Not on the number, but the choice, of friends. 

Books flxouldy not bufmefs, entertain the lights 
And deep, as undifturbM as de^th, the night* 

My houfe a cottage nio^re 
Than palace ; and flippld fitting be 
For all. my ufe^ no luxury. 

My garden painted o*er 
With Nature*8 hand, not Art^s ; andp^e^urQ^ yield> 
Horace might envy in his Sabin i^eld. 

Thus would! double my life's fading fpace $ 
For he, that runs it well, twice runs his race. 

And in this, true delight, 
Thefe unbought fports, this happy ftate, 
I would not fear, nor.wifli, my fate; 

But boldly fay each night. 
To-morrow let my fun his beams difplay^ 
Or in doods hide them $ I have li^*d to-day* 

You may fee by it, I was even then acquainted with 
the poets (for, the conclufion is t^eQ.oji^tof Horace *} | 
*3 0d« »ux«4i. 
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and ^h it was the immature and immoderate bi 
of thertJ, ,.hkh ftampt firftj or rather engraved, thfi 
characters m me i they were like letters cut intt^tj 
bark of a young trccj whtch wJth the tree ftill gro 
propcrtionably. Bnt, how this love came to be pr 
duced in r**^ £o early. Is a hard queftion ; I believe, 
can tell th particular tittle chance that filled my he 
fli-ji «,:'^»- chime" '^*v* as have never fmcele 

ring for I t, when I began to rd 

and to bme pfc n t, there was wont to 1 

in my mother's parlour (I know not by what accidei 
for ftie herfelf never In her life read any book hut i 
devotion) but there 'ivas wont to lie Spenfer^s worki 
this 1 happened to faJl upon^ and was infinitely d 
lighted with the ftorles of the knfgbts, and giants ai 
monflcrs, and brave houfcs, which I found every whe 
there (though my umlertianding had little to do wi" 
all this) I and, by degree s^ with the tinkling of £! 
rhyme and. dance of the numbers^ fo that> I thin] 
I had read, him all over before I w^s twelre years ol< 
and was thus made a poet as immediately as a child 
made an eunu<fh% - .r 

With thefe affefljons of mind> and mf heart wb«i 
fct upon letters, I went to the univerfiiy; but w: 
foon torn from thence by that violent public £ton 
which would fuffer nothing to ftand v^eie it xiid, bi 
rooted up every plant, even from the jprincely cedars 
me the hyffop* Yet, I U4 as feood fortune as cou 
have befitilen rat m 1«lc\i s^ XfctK^t&.V^at \ >«^^ ^siSkA 
it into the family of ot« oi ^^ ^^^ ^tXaxc^^ -mA.* 
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the court of one of the beft princefles, of the world. 
Now, though I was here engaged in ways moft con- 
trary to the original defign of my life, that is, into 
much company, and no fmall bufinefs, and into a 
daily fight of gre^tnefs, both militant and triumphant 
(for that was the (late then of the Englifli and French 
courts) 5 yet all this was fo far from altering my opi- 
nion, that it only added the confirmation of reafon to 
that which was before but natural inclination. I faw 
plainly all the paint of that kind of life, the nearer I 
came to it ; and that beauty, which I did not fall in 
love v^ith, when, for aught I knew, it was real, was 
not like to bewitch or entice me, when I faw that it 
was adulterate. I met with feveral great perfons, 
whom I liked very well j but could not perceive that 
any part of their greatnefs was to be liked or defired, 
«io more than I would be glad or content to be in a 
ftorm, though I faw many ihips which rid fafely and 
bravely in it :(a ftorm would not agree with my fto- 
mach, if it did with my courag^ Though I was in a 
crowd of as good company as could be found any 
where ; though I was in bufinefs of great and honoura- 
ble truft; though I eat at the beft table, and enjoyed 
the beft conveniences for prefent fubfiftence that ought 
to be defired by a man of my condition in bani/hment 
and public diftreftes 5 yet I could not abftain from re- 
newing my old ichool-boy^t wifli, in a copy of verfes 
to the fame eflfc^ : 
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Well then* ; I now do plainly fte 
. Thi3 buff world and I fhall ne^cr agree, &:c. 

And" I never then propofed to myfclf any other ad* 
Taht%e from his raajefty^s happy Reftoration, but the 
geltTng into fome moderately convenient retreat in the 
country 5 which I thoaight in that cafe I might eaiily 
have com pafled, as well as fome others, with no greater 
probabilities 01* pretences, have arrived to extraordi- 
nary fortunes : but I had before written a fhrewd 
prophecy againil myfelf 5 and I think Apollo infpired 
me in the truth, though not in the elegance, of it : 

•* Thou neither great at court, nor in the war, 

** Nor at th' exchange, (halt be, nor at the wrangling 

« bar. 
*« Content thyfelf with the fmall barren praife, 
" Which neglefled verfe does raife.*' 
She fpake ; and all my years to come 
Took their unlucky doom. 
Their feveral ways of life let others chufe. 

Their feveral pleafures let them ufe j 
But I was born for Love, and for a Mufe. 

With Fate what boots it to contend ? 
Such I began, fuch am, and fo m\ift end. 
The ftar, that did my being frame, 
Was but a lambent flame, 

* We have thefe verfes, under the name of Tbi 
Wijh^ in theMisTKi.a^,No\A»'^.'j.«feS^ 
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And fome fmall light it did di^enfef * 
But Neither heat nor influence^ 
matter^ Cowley 5 let proud Fortune fee, 
It thou cand her defpife, no lefs than &e does thee. 
Let all her gifts the portion- be 
Of folly, luft, and flattery. 
Fraud, extortion, calumny. 
Murder, infidelity, 
Rebellion, and hypocnfy. 
Do thoui not grieve nor blufti to^b«. 
As all tV in^ired tuneful men, 
d all thy great forefathers, were, fvom Homer doim 
to Ben. 

lowever, by the failing of the forces which I had 
ttSiedf I did not quit the deiign which I had re- 
^ed on I I caft myfelf into it a corps perdu, with- 
: making capitulations, or taking counfel of for* 
e. But God laughs at a man, who fays to his 
I, ** Take thy eafe :" I met prefently not only 
h many little incumbrances and impediments, bilt 
h fo mu(^ (icknefs (a new misfortune to me) as 
ild have fpoiled the happinefs of an emperor as iveli 
nine : yet I do neither repent, nor alter my courfe* 
Ion ego perfidum dixi facramentum :'^ nothing 
11 feparate me from a miftrefs which I have loved 
long, and have now at laft married; though ihe 
:her has brought me a rich portion, fior lived yet 
[uietly with me as I hoped from hers 
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** Nomma# voi Mtifs^ liberty, Ot^ Ltlutp 

Howhj mc c*er 0iall Ton, 
iTcvi of sil namei tKc fv^ceteft and the bcll» 
Yop, Mufeij bookif add liberty, mnd rsfl | 
YdQf girdcnif ^ddi, a.t)d woods, forfakcu be. 
Am JoRg a« Ijff itfelf forr^kct oot me. 






But thh U a very pretty ejtculation j bccaiife I liiTt 
e^ficlud^d alJ the other thapter* with 3 copy of verfei, 
I tfiU maiiit^m tke Kumour to the h^* 



I 



Martial, Ltb^ X. Epigr* xhil, 

•' Vitam qtia faciunt beatiorcm," &c. 
SINCE, deareft friend, 'tis your dcfire to fee 
A true receipt of happinefs from me 5 
Thcfe arc the chief ingredients, if not all ; 
Take an eftate neither too great or fmall. 
Which quantum fufficit the doftors call : 
Let this edate from parents' care defcend ; 
The getting it tod much of life does fpend : 
Take fuch a ground, whofe gratitude may be 
A fair encouragement for induftry. 
Let conftant fires the winter's fury tame j 
And let thy kitchen*8 be a veftal fiame« 



Tkcc 



OF MR. A. COWLEY. ^85 

Thee to the town let never fuit at law. 
And rarely, very rarely, biifioefs, draw. 
Thy a6^ive minS in equal temper keep, 
In undiftnrbed peace, yet not in deep. 
Let exercife a vigorous health maintain, 
Without which all the corapoiition *s vain . 
In the fame weight prudence and innocence take. 
Ana of each does the juft mixture make. 
But a few friendHiips wear, and let them be 
By nature and by fortune fit for thee. 
Initead of art and luxury in food. 
Let mirth and freedom make thy table good. 
If any cares into thy day-time creep, 
At night, without wine*s opium, let them (leep^ 
Let reft, which nature does to darknefs wed. 
And not luft, recommend to thee thy bed. 
Be fatisfied and pleasM with what thou art. 
Aft chearfiilly and well th' allotted, part ; 
Enjoy the prefent hour, be thankf^il foi the paft". 
And neither fear,, nor wifli^ th^ approaches of the )ti(l. 



Martial, Lib. X. Epigr. xcvi. 
*< Saepe loquar nimiuim gentes,** &c. 

ME, who have livM fo long among the great> 
You wonder to hear talk of a retreat x 
And a retreat fo diftant, as may fliow 
No thoughts of a return, when once I go. 
Vol. lU C c 



$H ESSAYS IN \^RSE AKI> PROSE 

Give Tflc a countr^'j how remote foe'cr^ 
Where happbicfs a ttiodcrate rate docs bearr 
Where poVLTty itleJf m plenty flciwa^ 
And all the foijd ufe of riches Itnows. 
The g^raund about the houfe maintains it, there | 
The houfe mantaitis the ground abovit it, here ; 
Hei^e even buoger's de^r j and a full board 
Devours the vital ftib fiance of the lord* 
The land it felt does there the fcurt beftow. 
The land itfelf muft here to market go. 
Three or four fuits one winter here does wafte. 
One full does there three or four winters lall. 
Here every frugal man muft oft be cold. 
And little luke^warm fire& are to you fold. 
There fiic 's an element, as cheap and free, 
Almoft, as any of the other three, ^ ^ 
Stay you then here, and live among the greats 
Attend their ffKUts^ and at their tables eat. 
When all the bounties here of men you fcore. 
The place's bounty there ihall give me more. . 



^^^Nwaa 
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EPITAPHIUM VIVI AUCTORIS*. 

« Hie, o viator, fub larc parvulo 
<< Couleius hie eft conditus, hie jaeet{ 
** Defun^lis humani labons 
" Sorte, fupcnracuaque viti., 

« Non indecora pauperie mteot» 
<< £t non inrrti nobilis otio, 
** Van6<]ue dile^iis popello 
** Divitii^ aniroofus hoflis. 

^* Poilis ut ilium dicere mortuum | 
** En terra jam nune quaiitula fufficit ! 
'< Exempta fit curis, viator, 
** Terra fit ilia levis, preeare. 

"9* ttic fpargtt flores, fparge breves roias 
** Nam vita gaudet mortua floiibus 
** Herbifi^ue odoratis corona 
** Vatis adhiic cinerem calentem.^* 

* See a tranflation of this Epitapb among the poen)S 
of Mr. Addiibn. 



C e m b.^^^* 



A 

PROPOSITION 

r o It 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF EXPERIMENTAL 
PHILOSOPHY •• 



THE college: 

THAT the giiUdCbpliical c6lltffi be fituated withm 
one, two, or (at tartheft) diree'mikt of Londbn; 

andy if it be pollible to find that convenience, upon the 
fide of the river, or very near it. 

That the revenue of ^ia college amount to fiour 
tliouiacd pounds a year. 

* Ingenious men delight in dreams of refonnatlon. 

— In comparing this Profqfition of Cowley, with tbat6f ■ 

Milton, addrefled to Mr.Hartiib, we find that thefe grnt ; 

poets had amufed themfelves with fome exalted, and, in 7 

the main, congenial fancies, on the fubjefi of educadoO't [ 

that, of the ttvo plans propofed, this of Mr. Cowley was t 

better digefted, and is the Ufs fanciful} if a preference, f 

in this refpe^l, can be given to either, when both an r 

manifeftly Utopian : and that our univerfities, in their j 
prefent form, are well enough calculated to anfwer all 

the reafonable ends of fuch inftitutions ; provided «e '■ 
allow for the unavoidable defeat of them, when drsfm 

out into practice. H* i 
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That the company received into it be as. follows : 
I. Twenty philofophers or profefTors. a. Sixteen 
young fcholars, fervants to the profefTors. 3. A chap- 
lain. 4. A bailiff for the revenue. 5. A manciple 
or purveyor for the provifions of the houfe. 6. Two 
gardeners. 7. A maftcr-cook. S^ An under-cook. 
9. A butler. 10. An under-butler. 11. A fur- 
gcon. II. Two lungs, or chemical fervants. 13. A 
library -keeper, who is likewife to be apothecary, 
druggift, and keeper of inftruments, engines, Sec. 14. 
An officer to feed and take care of all beafts, fowl, &c.. 
kept by the college. 15, A groom of the ftable. 
16. A meffenger, to fend up and down for all ules 
of the college. 17^ Four old women, to tend the 
chambers, keep the houfe clean, and fuch-like fer- 
vices. 

That the annual allowance for this company be as 
follows: I. To every profeffor, and to the chaplain, 
one hundred and twenty pounds. 2. To the fixteeii 
fcholars, twenty pounds apiece ; ten pounds for their 
diet, and ten pound's for their entertainment. 3. To 
the bailiff, thirty pounds, befides allowance for his 
journies. 4. To the purveyor, or manciple, thirty 
pounds. 5. To each of the gardeners, twenty pounds- 
6. To the mafler-cook, twenty pounds. 7. To the 
tinder-cook» four pounds. 8. To the butler, ten 
pounds. 9. To the under-butler, four pounds. 10. 
To the furgeon, thirty pounds. 11. To th^ library- 
keeper, thirty pounds. 12. To each of the lungs, 
twdve pounds. 13. To the keeper of the beafts, fix 
C c 3 ^unds. 



S9« THS A9VANCiBMB2IT Qf 

fiotudt. S4« T« the groove five powdds- 15. To 
Ike mefEngeTf twdre poundt. x6. To liie four 
HMclBury won^ii^ ten pounds. For t^ mttdples* 
tlhle» at wbich all the lerraatt of tibe houfe are to 
eatt e»ept tiie fi:holan» one hundred and fistjr 
pounds. For AiMhoribfortbeilmriceQf thecoU^j(» 
thirty pounds; . 

' All whUdi amounts to three thoufand two hundred 
CJf^ty-five pounds. 80 thtt there remains for keep- 
ing' of the hottft andgardensy and operat«nries» a^d 
inftruments, and animals^ and eafierimeats of all 
ibrts» and all other eapeoces, feiren hundred and fifteen 
pounds. 

Whidi were a very ineonfidenble fuip for tjicgpett 
ufes to which it is de£igned» but that I conceive the 
induftry of the college will in a (hort time fo enrich 
itfelf, as to get a far better ftock for the advance and 
enlargement of the work when it it once begun s 
neithei' is the continuance of particular men^s liberality 
to be defpaired of, when it ihall be encouraged by the 
ftght of that public benefit which will accrue to all 
mankind^ and chiefly to our nation, by this founda- 
tion. Something iikewife will anfe from leafes and 
other cafualties ; that nothing of which may be di- 
verted to the private gain of the profeflbrs, or any 
other ufe befides that of the fearch of nature, and by it 
the general good of the world $ and that cai*e may be 
taken for the certain performance of all things or« 
dained by the inftilMUoii) >% Ukewife for the protec* 
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tion and encouragement of tbe coiTipany, it is pro- 
pofed : 

That fome perfon of eminent quality, a lover of 
folid leaining, and no ftranger in it, be chofen chan- 
cellor or prefident of the college ; and that eight go- 
vernors more, men qualified in the like manner, be 
joined with him, two of which (hall yearly be ap- 
pointed vifitors of the college, and receive an exa61 
account of all expences, even to the fmallcfl, and of 
the true eftate of their public treafure, unijer the hands 
and oaths of the profeflbrs refident. 

That the choice of profsflbrs in any vacancy belong 
to the chancellor and the goveinors j but ihat the pro- 
feflbrs (who are likelieft to know what men of the 
nation are moft proper for the duties of their fociety) 
direft their choice, by recommending two or tljree 
perfon s to them at every elciSlion : and that, if any 
learned perfon within his majefty's dominions difcover, 
or eminently improve, any ufeful kind of knowledge, 
he may upon that ground, for his reward and the en- 
couragement of others, be preferred, if he pretend to 
the place, before any body elfe. 

That the governors have power to turn out any pro- 
feflbr, who fball be proved to be either fcandalous or 
unproiitable to the focicty. 

That the college be built after this, or fome fuch 
manners That it confift of three fair quadrangular 
courts, and three large grounds, inclofed with good 
walls behind them. That the firft court be built with 
a fair cloifter^ and the ptofti&K^^ Vi^^'w^^-* ^x\'5:^n^^ 
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littk luNiftty four oo each Mh at fbni dUfamce fiM* 
^Be uotlicr, and with littk gaidest behind them, fok , 
after the nanner of dwChartmnbcjrDndliHU Thatthe 
ihfide of thedoiier.belinedwithagnifd-walk, aai 
that walk with a row of tieet I and thatuitho nuddk 
dicfe be a partene of ftmert and a fbwitainR. 

That the iecond qnadnuc^e, jnft bdund die firi^ 
be ib ^ontrifod, at to coaCain theft partt4 i. A 
cluipel. %• A hall, wiA two loqg tablet on each fidi^ . 
fordwftiiflilanwid officers of the hoofe to eat at, aal 
with a pulpit and forme at the end for the puUk 
toftmet. }« A buj^e and plcaAnt dining-room witUa 
the hall, for the profefbtt to eat in, and to bold th«r 
-mflembliet and conlereneet. 4- A|mblic ichool-hooft. 
5.Alibrar]r. <6. A galkrj to walk in, adorned with 
the pi^lures or ftatues of all the inventors of any thmg 
iifeful to human life ; as printing, guns, America, &c« 
and of late in anatomy, the circulation of the blood, 
the milky veins, and fuch«like difcoveries in any art, 
■with ihort elogies under the portraitures : as likewife 
the figures of all foits of creatures, and the ftuft ikins 
of as many ftrange animals as can be gotten. 7. An 
anatomy-chamber, adorned with ikeletons and an:tte- 
inical piftures, and prepared with all conveniences 
for difle^lion. S. A chamber for all manner of drugs, 
and apothecaries* materials. 9. A mathematical cham- 
ber^ fumi(hed with all forts of mathematical inftni- 
ments, being an appendix to the library. 10. Lodg- 
ings for the chap\^iv> t^x^wi^ \\V«*s^-kcepcr, and 
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purveyor, near the chapel, anatomy -chamber, library, 
and hall. 

That the third court be on one fide of thefc, very 
large, but meanly built, being dedgned only for u(e, 
and not for beauty too, as the others. That it contain 
the kitchen, butteries, brew-houfe, bake-houfe, dairy, 
lardry, ftables, &c. and elpecially great laboratories 
for chemical operations, and lodgings for the under- 
ierrants. 

That behind the fecond court be placed the garden, 
containing all forts of plants that our foil will bear j 
and at the end a little houfe of pleafurr, a lodge for 
the gardener, and a grove of trees cut out into 
walks. 

That the fecond inclofed ground be a garden, def- 
tined only to the trial of all manner of experiments 
concerning plants, as their melioration, acceleration, 
retardation, confervation, compofition, tranfmutation, 
coloration, or whatfoever elfe can be produced by art, 
either for ufe or curiofity, with a lodge in it for the 
gardener. 

That the third ground be employed in -convenient 
receptacles for all forts of creatures which the profef- 
fors (hall judge neceifary for their more exa£l fearch 
into the nature of animals, and the improvement of 
their ufes to its. 

That there be UkeiR^fe built, in fomc place of the 
college where it may ferve moft for ornament of the 
"Whole, a very high tower for ohCerra&x^^ ^1 ^^^&cdL 
todiei, adoraed with ill fotU oi toiJi%» ^ek^>v^-\^' 
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cnriofifift } 4nd thit there be my deep vanlfs midfr 
under gronnd^ ' for experimentt moft proper to fodi 
pbcety ^irhieli will be-undoutttefjUy very many:.' , " ' ' 
Much mighf be nd^^d^ but tmly I am aMid this it 
too much ahtmly ibr the charity or generofity of dut 
age to extend to ;' and we do not deiSgn this nfttr tho 
model of 8plomon'*s houfe in my Lord Bacon (which 
il a pix^eft for experiments that qan never be experi- 
tfintpd)* btit propofe it within fuch boilnds of ez- 
pence as have oftep been exceeded b^ the buildings of 
private cidsens. 

OP THE PRC^ESSORS, SCHOLARS,' CHAP- 
LAIN»'AND OTHER OFFICERS. 

THAT of thp 'twenty profeffibrs four be always 

travelling beyond feas, and fixteen always rcfident, 
uplefs by permi£Son upon extraordinary occaiions 9 and 
evjcry one fo abfent, leaving a deputy behind him to 
fi|pply his duties. 

That the four prpfeflbrs itinerant be aiilgned to the 
four parts of the world, Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
Anaerica, there to refide thr^e years at Icaft ; and to 
give a coQft^nt ^count of all things that belong to 
the learning, ^nd efpccially natural experiipental phi- 
l9fophy, of thofe parts. 

That the expence of all difpatches, stjnd all books, 
iinaples, animals, ftones, metals^ minerals, &c. and 
^Ji curiofities^whatfoever, natural or artificial, fcnt by 
tbem to th^ coUege, ftv^W V ^^^t^^^ Q^t of the trca- 
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made to them as foon as the collegers revenue (hall be 
improved. 

That, at their going abroad, they (hall take a folemn 
oath, never to write any thing to the college but what, 
after very diligent examination, they fhall fully believe 
to be true, and to confefs and recant it as foon as they 
find themfelves in an error. 

Th^t the fixteen profeffors refident fliall be bound 
to ftudy and teach all forts of natural experimental 
philofophy, to confift of the mathematics, mechanics, 
medicine* anatomy, chemiftry, the hiHory of animals, 
plants, minerals, elements. Sec, ; agrifulture, architect 
ture, art military, navigation, gardening ; the myfleries 
of all trades, and improvement of them ; the faflure of all 
merchandizes $ all natural magic or divination } and 
briefly all things contained in the catalogue of na- 
tural hiftories annexed to my Lord Bacon's Or- 
ganon. 

That once a day, from Eafter till Michaelmas, and 
twice a week, from Michaelmas to Eafter,* at the 
hours in the afternoon moft convenient for auditors 
from London, according to the time of the year, there 
ihall be a le6lure read in the hall, upon fuch parts of 
natural experimental philofophy, as the profeffors (hall 
agree on among themfelves, and as each of them ihall 
be able to perform ufefully and honourably. 

That two of the profeifors, by daily, weekly, or 
monthly turns, fhall teach the public fchools, accord- 
ing to the rules hereafter prefcribed. 
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That all the profclTors fhall be equal in all refpeih 
, (except precedeucjrj choice of lodging, and Aich-likc 
, privileges^ which (hall belong to fen fori ty in the col- 
, Icgt) I and that all fliall be mafters and treafurers hj j 
annual turns j which two officers* for the time being* | 
Ihall cake pbce of all the ref!j and ihall be '* arbitri I 
■* duarum menrarurn." 

, That the mafter fhall comniand all the officers of 

' fhe colle|:ej appoint aflTembliCB or conferences ijpon 

ecc:if;onj and prefide in them with a double voice; 

' and in hi ft abfence the treafurer, whofe bufmefs i» to 

^ receive and di&urfe all monies by the mailer' a order 

in writing (if it be an extraordinary), after con fen t of 

the other profellbis. 

That alt the profe/Tors (hall fnp together in the par- 
lour within the hall every night, and (l\^\\ dine thert 
twice a week {to wit, Sundays and Thvirfdays) at twq 
^rcund tables J fur the convenience of difcoinfe ; which 
(hall be for the moit part of fuch matters aa may im- 
prove their ftudJe* and profellion? j and to keep them 
from falling into loofe or unprofitable talk, fhall be 
*tbe dnty of the two arhiiri metifurum^ who may like- 
wife command any of the fervant-fcholars to r^ad to 
4hem what he fhall think fit, whilft they are at table: 
that it fhall belong likewlfe to the fa id arbitrt mtx- 
Jatum only, to invite ftranger^j wliich they ft all rare- 
ly do, tinlefe they be men of learning or great par is, 
and Jhall not invite above two at a time to one table, 
nothing being mot^ vi\t\ Wi'St ^'a^xv^l than nui»e- 
rouf meetings of ac^^uimU-tv^^* 
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That the profeflbrs refident ilhall allow the college 
twenty pounds a year for their diet, whether they con- 
tinue there all the time pr not. 

That they fliall have once a week an aflembly^ 
or conference, concerning the affairs of the college, 
and the progrefs of their experimental philofophy. 

That, if any one find out any thing which he con- 
ceives to be of coniequence, he (ball communicate it to 
the.aiTembly, to be examined!, experimented, approved*, 
or reje^ed. 

That, if any one be author of an mvendon that 
may bring-in profit, the third part of it fhall be- 
long to the inventor, and the two other to the fbciety^j 
and befides, if the thing be very confiderable, his fhr*- 
tue or pi£lure, with an elogy under it, fhall be placed 
in the gallery, and made a denifon of that corporation 
of famous men. 

That all the profeflbrs ihall be always afHgned to 
fome particular inquifition (befides the ordinary courfe 
of their fludies), of which they fhall give an account 
to the affembly j fo that by this means there may be 
every day fome operaiion oc other made in all the arts, 
as chemiflry, anatomy, mechanfcs, and the like ; and 
that the college fhall fumifh for the cluu|;e of the 
operation. 

That there fhall be kept a regifler under lock and 
key, and not to be Teen but by the profi^rs, of all 
the experiments that fucceed, figned by the perfons 
who made the trial. 
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That the popular and received ejrrora Jn expcnrneft- 
tal phllofophy (with which, like weeds in a ncgkSed 
gitrden, it i& now aim oft all over -gi own) ihall b* 
evinced by trial, aod taken notice of in the puhlk lec- 
tures, that they may no longer abule the credulous, mJ 
beget new ones by confequence or fimilitude. 

That every third year (after the full fcttlemcnt of 
the foundation) the college ftiall give an aeco\int in 
print, in proper and ancient Lsidn) of the fruits oftheit 
triennial industry. 

That every profefTor reiident fliall have his fcholar 
to wait upon hjm in his chamber and at table ; whom 
W Hiall be obliged to breed up in natural phiiofapbyi 
and render an account of his progreff to the alTcmblyt 
from whofc ele£lion he received him, and therefore i» 
refponJible to it, both for the cars of his education and 
the juft and civil ufaga of him « 

That the fcholar fhall underhand Latin very wel|i 
and be moderately initiated in the Greek., before 
he be capable of being chofen into the fervice j and 
that he fhalt not remain in it above fcvcn years* 

That hh lodging ihall be with the profeffor whom 
he fervci. 

That no profeiTor fh all be a married ma n^ or a divine^ 
«r lawyer in praflice ^ only pbyfick he may be allowed 
to prefcribi?, becaufe the ftudy of that art is a great p^rt 
of the duty of his place, and the duty of that h to 
great, that it wHl not fuS'er him to lofc much time in 
meroenary praflice. 

That 
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That the profeflbrs ftiall, in the college, wear the ha- 
bit of ordinary maftcrs of art in the univerdties, or of 
do6lors , if any of them be fo. 

That they fhall all keep an inviolabk and ekttttplary 
frieiidihip with one another ; and that the afTeihbly fhall 
lay a confiderable pecuniary mul£l upon any ohe Who 
fhall be proved to have entered fo far into a quarrel as 
to give uncivil language to his brother-profeflbr i and 
that the perfeverance in atiy enmity fhall be punifhed 
by the governors with expulfion. 

That the chaplain ffiall eat at the mafter^s table (pay- 
ing his twenty pounds a year as the others d6} j and 
that he fhall read prayers once a day at leiafty a little 
before fupper-time ; that he fEall preach in the chapel 
every Sunday moming, and catechize in the kftemoon 
the fcholars and the fchool-boys $ that he fhall every 
month adminifter die holy facrament ; that he fliall not 
trouble himfelf and his auditors ^ith the controverfies 
of divinity, but only teach God in his juft command^ 
ments, and in his wonderful works. 

THE SCHOOL. 

TH AT the fchool may be built fb as to contain 
about two himdred boys. 

That it be divided into four claflet^ not as others are 
oidtnarily into &x or feven ; becaufe. we fuppofe that 
the children fent hither, to be initiated in tilings as well 
as words, ought to have paft the two or three firft, and 
to have attained the age of about tiurtecn ytarSf being 

3 QlcfiAd?^ 
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already well advanced in the Latin grammar^ and feme 
authors. 

That none, though never fo rich, (hall pay any thing 
for their teaching j and that, if any profefTor (hall be 
convi^led to have taken any money in confideration of 
his pains in the fchool, he (hall be expelled with igno- 
miny by the governors 5 but if any perfons of great ef- 
tate and quality, finding their fons much better profi- 
cients in learning here, than boys of the fame age com- 
monly are at other fchooU, (hall not think fit to receive 
an obligation of fo near concernment without returning 
fome marks of acknowledgment, they may, if they 
pleafe, (for nothing is to be demanded) beftow fomc 
little rarity or curiofity upon the fociety, in recompence 
of their trouble. 

And, becaufe it is deplorable to confider the lofs 
which children make of their time at moft fchools, em- 
ploying, or rather cafting away, fix or feven years in 
tlie learning of words only, and that too very impec- 
feaiy : 

That a method be here eftabliflied, for the infufing 
knowledge and language at the fame time into them j 
and that this may be their apprenticefliip in natural 
philofophy. This, we conceive, may be done, by 
breeding them up in authors,, or pieces of authors, wl» 
treat of fome parts of nature, and who may be under- 
ftood with as much eafe and pleafure, as^ thofe which 
are commonly taught ^ fuch are, in Latin, Varro, Cato, 
Columella, PWu^, ^mo^ CtX^vi^^xvdof Seneca, Ci- 
cero de DivinaUoue> d^ \i^^XNixV\i^^^^^> "w^^ s.^^^^^ ^ 
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(battered pieces, Virgil's Georgics, Grotiua, Nemefia- 
sus, Manilins : And, becaufe the truth is, we v^ant 
good poets (I mean we have but few), who have pur- 
pofely treated. of folid and learned, that is, natural 
matters (the moft part indulging to the weaknefs of 
the world, and feeding it either with the follies of love, 
or with the fables of gods and heroes), we conceive 
that one book ought to be compiled of all the fcattered 
little parcels among the ancient poets that might ferve 
for the advancement of natural fcience, and which 
would make no fmall or unufeful or unpleafaut volume. 
To this wc would have added the morals and rhetorics 
of Cicero, and the inflitutions of Quin6lilian $ and for 
the comedians, from whom almoft all that neceflary 
part of common difcourfe, and all the moli: intimate 
proprieties of the language, are drawn, we conceive, 
the boys may be made matters of them, as a part of 
their recreation, and not of their taik, if once a month, 
or at leaft once in two, they aft one of Terence's Co- 
medies, and afterwards (the moft: advanced) fome of 
Plautus's ; and this Ls for many reafons one of the beft 
cxercifcs they can be enjoined, and moil innocent plea^ 
fures they can be allowed. As for the Greek author^, 
they may ftudy Nicander, Oppianus (whom Scaliger 
does not doubt to prefer above Homer himfejf, an^ 
place next to his adored Virgil), Ariftotle's hiftory of 
animals, and other parts, Theophraftus and PiofcoridciS 
of plants, and a colleftion made out of fj^veral both 
poets and other Grecian writers. For, the tv\c>^*2^V'5» -^.-^^ 
rhetoric, Ariftotle may fuf&cet ot Wfctmo^^^^^ '^'^^ 
jf^onginus he addcd.for the \aiitr. NSf:\X\w.x>as.'^^'^^''l' 
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tnimals they ihould be fliewed anatomy as a dhfcertifo* 
ment, and made to know the figures and natures of 
thoie creatures which are not common among us> dif* 
abufing dicm at the fame time of thofe errors which are 
univerfally admitted concerning many. The fame me* 
thod fliould be ufed to make them acquainted with all 
plants ; and to this muft be added a little of the an- 
cient and modern geography, the underftanding of the 
globes, and the principles of geometry and aftronomy. 
They ihould Hkewife ufe to declaim in Latin and £ng- 
liih, as the Romans did in Greek and Latin ; and in 
all this travail be rather led on by familiarity, encou- 
ragement, and emulation, than driven by feverity, pu- 
niihment, and terror. Upon feftivals and play-times,, 
they ftiould cxercife themfelves in the fields, by riding, 
leaping, fencing, muftering, and training, after the man- 
ner of foldiers, &g. And, to prevent all dangers and 
all diforder, there fhould always be two of the fcholars 
■with them, to be as witncfles and dire£lors of their ac- 
tions; in foul weather, it would not be amifs for them 
to learn to dance, that is, to learn juft fo much (for all 
beyond is fuperfluous, if not worfe) as may give them. 
a graceful comportment of their bodies. 

Upon Sundays, and all days of devotion, they are to 
be a part of the chaplain's province. 

That, for all thefe ends, the college fo order it, as 
. that there may be fome convenient and pleafant houfes 
thereabouts, kept by religious, difcreet, and careful 
peribns, for tV\e\od^\x\^^xv^>aQ'i.\A.v^<^of young fcho- 
lars J that they h2i\e icoti^c-a.tA.^^^ oNt\:^wv\ a^1^'?:'^^\ 
they be bifcd wp v^«^^ >^^<;i^^^^> Oi^-a^vX^^ ^.-^e^ ^^^^\v 
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fully, according to the proportion of the parents* ex* 
pences. 

And that the college, when it (hall pleafe Cod, ei- 
tiier by their own induftry and fnccefs, or by the bene- 
volence of patrons, to «nnch them ib far, as that it 
may come to their turii and duty to be charitable to 
others, ihall, at their own charges, ere6l and maintain 
fome houfe or houfes for the entertainment of fuch poor 
men's fons, whofe good natural paits may promife ei- 
ther ufe or ornament to the commonwealth, during the 
time of their abode at fchool ; and fhall take care that 
It ihall be done with the fame conveniences as are en- 
joyed even by rich men's children (though they main- 
tain the fewer for that caufe), there being nothing of 
eminent and illuftrious to be expelled from a low, for- 
did| and hoipital-like education. 

CONCLUSION. 

IF I be not much abufed by a natural fondnefs to my 
t>wn conceptions (that a-o^yh of the Greeks, which no 
other language has a proper word for), there was never 
any proje^ thought upon, which deferves to meet with 
fo few adverfafies aa this j for who can without impu- 
pudent folly oppofe the eftablifhmeht of twenty well- 
feleded perfons in ftich a condition of life, that their 
whole buOnefs and fble profeffion may be to ftudy the 
improvement and advantage of all other profelTions, 
from that of the higheft general even to the loweft ar- 
tXfan ? who (hall be obliged to ^tc^^o^ ^^v^t -«^w^' 
time, wit, learning, and indu^r^> Xo ^^^^ ^w\x^ < 
cwil uftfml that can be imagintd^^xv^ vq ^^ ^'^'^'^ ^ 
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firft, to weigh, examine, and prove, all things of nature 
delivered to us by former ages j to deteft, explode, and 
ftrike a cenfure through, all falfe monies with which the 
world has been paid and cheated fo long 5 and (as I 
may fay) to fet the mark of the college upon all true 
coins, that they may pafs hereafter without any farther 
trial : fecondly, to recover the loft inventions, and, as 
it were, drowned lands of the ancients: thirdly, 'to 
improve all arts which we now have ; and laftly, to 
difcover others which we yet have not : and who fhall, 
befides all this (as a benefit by the bye), give the beft 
education in the world (purely^r^//V^ to as many men's 
children as fhall think fit to make ufe of the obliga- 
tion ? Neither does it at all check or interfere with any 
parties in a ftate or religion \ but is indifferently to be 
embraced by all difFereiices in opinion, and can hardly 
be conceived capable (as many good inftitutions have 
done) even of degeneration into any thing harmful. 
So that, all things confidered, I will fuppofe this pro- 
pofition fhall encounter with no enemies : the only 
queftlon is, whether it will find friends enough to carry 
it on from difcourfe and defign to reality and effect ; 
the necefTiiry expences of the beginning (for it will 
maintain itfelf well enough afterwards) being fo great 
(though I have fet them as low as is poffible, in order 
to fo vaft a work), that it may feera hopelefs to raife 
/uch a fum out of thofe few dead relics of human cha- 
nty and public geneio^A'^ v^NxvOck*^^ ^^n. ^^mg^ining in 
the v/orld* 
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